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PREFACE. 


S we have undertaken to furniſh the 
Public with a compleat and au- 
thentic account of perſons con- 
victed of the moſt atrocious crimes, from 
the year 1700, to 1764 incluſive, we 
think it neceſſary to give ſome account of 
what is contained in the following Vo- 
lumes, as well as the motive that has in- 
duced us to this publication. : 

As there has not been any book of this 
nature publiſhed for ſome years paſt, we 

flatter ourſelves that this work will not be 
unacceptable to the generality of our 
Readers, as it contains the moſt ſtriking 
and intereſting Trials, that could be 
ſelected from all former productions of 
this kind; many of which are entirely 
new, particulars ſet forth in a far more 
explicit manner than what has hitherto 
been inſerted in any of thoſe catch-penny ' 
a2 accounts, 


4 
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accounts, which are calculated for, and 
compiled by, the ſons of Grubſtreet, who 
daily palm their ſpurious works upon the 
public for authentic, However, we have 
taken all care imaginable in compiling this 
work, to render it more compendious 
than any hitherto made, and have ſtudi- 
diouſly avoided all terms in law, which has 
but too much infeſted the works of our 
predeceſſors, and have thrown the whole 
into the form of a pleaſing Narrative. | 
It is, without diſpute, every man's bu- 
ſineſs, who writes upon any ſubject, to 
correct the errors committed by others, 
eſpecially if his productions are of any 
confequence. The reaſons we, aſſign for 
his doing fo, are two: Firſt, that it is for 
the benefit of the Public; and, Secondly, 
for his own credit, leſt this omiſſion ſhould 
be imputed to his ignorance ; nor ſhouſd 
the credit of any particular perſon be pre- 
ferred to the benefit of the Public; but 
theſe amendments ſhould be made in de- 
cent language, and the perfections, as 
well as the errors, of his predeceſſors 
ſhould be impartially noted. Therefore 
I hope to be excuſed, in taking the li- 
berty of rectifying the miſtakes, and cor- 
recting the language of thoſe authors who 
have given the Public repeated ſpecimens 
of their abilities, copying their works 5 
the 
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5 
the ſeſſions papers, without paying any 
regard to the facts inſerted in the different 


narratives given by the ordinaries of 
Newgate; from whence we have taken 
every thing that is requiſite to inhance the 
value af this work: not that we have whol- 
ly confined ourſelves. to their accounts, 
but have likewiſe made it our ftudy to 
collect, with the help of gentlemen ac- 
quainted with the unhappy malefactors, 
their friends, or relations (whoſe veracity 
ve could rely on) ſuch other accounts as 
are any ways neceſſary to the accompliſhing 
our deſign, in rendering theſe Volumes 
both uſeful and inſtructive to our 

© SEN ORR 
Yet, notwithſtanding what we have here 
faid, we would not be underſtood to in- 
timate, that any man ought to ſound his 
own praiſe, or depreciate the juſt merits 
of others; ſince this would indicate his 
vanity: rather than his knowledge, and 
would render him juſtly deſpicable in the 
eyes of the more ſenſible part of mankind: 
For if there is no real merit in the per- 
formance, the publication thereof is an 
impoſition upon the purchaſer, which no 
apoiogy can excuſe; and, if there is, it 
ſtands in no need of apology; but on the 
contrary, it is the authors indiſpenſible 
duty to his benefactors, to give a fair 
and 


[vi] 
and. honeſt repreſentation of his work, 
and the reaſon wherefore he differs from | 
others that have wrote on the ſame ſubject. 
before him; that they may thereby be 


able to judge whether they think it wor- 


thy their inſpection, and how far it de- 
ſerves their encouragement. | 

We will-not intrude upon the reader's 
patience any longer, by enlarging. upon 
the great good we hope will accrue to 
mankind from peruſing the following 
work; by which the riſing generation will 
be deterred from launching out into the 


world of vice, if with attention they con- 


ſider the miſerable fate of the many un- 
happy wretches, who have ſuffered for 
committing the crimes herein related: 

But as marble taken out of the quarry 
ſhews none of its inherent beauties, till it 
has gone through the hands of the poliſher; 
neither is a virtuous man known to be ſo, 


until he has * temptations. 
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The Trial of Captain Epmund ToolL; | 
for Highway Robbery, and Murder. 


DMUND TOOLL, alias Tooley, 
of the pariſh of Finchley, in the county 
of Middleſex, was indicted upon three 
different indictments. The firſt was, 

for robbing one John Oldham on the highway, 
and taking from him a ſword belt, a pair of boots, 
a gelding worth five guineas, and two pounds ten 
ſhillings in money, the property of Robert Lea- 
ver, Elq. The ſecond indictment was, for rob- 
bing the ſaid Robert Leaver on the highway, 
and taking from him a pair of ſhag breeches, a 
ſword, à pair of piſtols, and ſeveral other things. 
And the third was, for the murder of the faid 
Robert Leaver, mortally wounding him by a 
any' ſhot, the eleventh of July, 1699, of which 
e languiſhed in a moſt deplorable condition till 
the next day, and then expired. Mr. Leaver's 
man depoſed, upon the trial, that his maſter and 
he, travelling towards Lancaſhire, were attacked 
the day above mentioned, between ten and eleven 
o'clock at night, by ſome highwaymen, between 
33 B Highgate 
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$ Trial of Captain Epyunp Toor t, 
Highgate and Finchley Common, who wounded 
them, took away their horſes, carried them into 

the fields, cut him in the head, ſtabbed him in 
the back, ſtriped them, took from them a port- 
manteau and the things before recited, bound 
and uſed them moſt hwy / and then left them. 
Another evidence d. that, paſſing that way, 
he ſaw a firing dd a hedpe, 5d © Inkl 
ſoon after, came ſeveral men who ſet upon the 
deceafed and his ſervant. That they forced him, 
by threats and imprecations, to go along with 
them and hold their horſes, while they ſtripped 
the deceaſed and his man i. Laufes upon his 
face ago ſtomach, 3 be wot F 1 on 
his belly; upon which the deecaſed begged very 
hard that they would fpare his 1 che 
going away, they threw one of the coats they 
had taken from the deceaſed'to him, which this 
evidence, taking up, put over Mr, Leaver's 
ſhoulders, knowing him to be wounded in the 
back; which one of the highwaymen perceiv- 
ing, ſaid, damn him, he is untying him, 
ee Root him” and ran after him; when he, fall- 
ing down, begged hard for his life, which, b 
mere dint of eloquence, he at length obtained. 
A third evidence aſſerted, that he was preſent 
with Too'}, the priſ-ner, in the robbery; who, 
with two more, about duſkiſh, in the evening of 
the eleventh of July as has before been recited, 
being two on horſeback and two on foot, hav- 
ing concealed themſelves in a thicket for the 
fpace of half an hour, heard the noiſe of the 
deceaſed and his man coming along the road 
upon which the priſoner rode up to the deceaſed 
1 in order to ſeize him, and caught hold of his 
a iword, which coming out of the feabbard, the 
1: | Eo £ deccaſed 
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for Highway Robbery, and Murder. g 


deceaſed rode away; but the priſoner hiring after, 
him, wounded him in the back part of his body 
near to the fundament, of which he afterwards 


died. The priſoner then carried the deceaſed _ 


and his ſervant into the fields, robbed and bound 
them, which done, they rode away to Whetſtone, 
ſo to Enfield Chace, and over Epping Foreſt, to 
the Green Man at Stratford, where they dined, 
and came to London the next evening 
It was alſo made to appear, that the priſoner 
brought the deceaſed's horſe to be put to graſs, 
and had on the deceaſed's cloaths when he was 
apprehended at the Blue Ball, ig Germain Street, 
where he made a reſolute and deſperate reſiſtance 
before his apprehenſion, firing piſtols at thoſe 
who endeavoured to apprehend him, of whom 
he wounded ſeveral; and, when taken, was 
ſhortening his ſword to have ſtabbed the perſon 


who laid hold of him; which the priſoner hearing 


the evidence depoſe, notwithſtanding his being 
at the bar, ſaid, he was ſorry he had not ſtab- 
bed him to the heart.” The priſoner denied the 


facts alledged againſt him; he owned that he 


had the cloaths which were ſwore to be the de- 
ceaſed's, but ſaid, that he bought them. The 
matter being ſo plainly proved againſt him, the 
Jury brought him in guilty of all the three 
Indictments. e e. e 
He was indicteda fourth time, together with 
one Brian Sullivan, for robbing one Hugh Floyd 
on the highway, and taking from him a bay 
mare, value eight pounds; eighteen pounds of 
butter, and ſix ſhillings and nce in money, 
on the eleventh of October. The evidence de- 
poſed, that the priſoners and ſome other perſons, : 
their confederates, held a rope croſs the ron 
| 1 | which - 
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which ſtopped the proſecutor, and the reſt came 
to him and robbed him. - The Jury found them 
both guilty, and accordingly they received ſen- 
tence of death. In further puniſhment of Tooll's 
barbarity, he was ſentenced to be hanged in chains 
in the neareſt place to where he had committed 
the murder and robber. 
When he came to the place of execution he de- 
livered a paper to Mr. Allen, the then ordi- 
_ of Newgate, which was to the following 
ect: 1 NEE DOIDILUOW rng 
That he was born of a good and reputable fa- 
mily in Ireland, tho" reduced to poverty by his 
parents being obliged to forfeit their eſtates in the 
war of 1641. He was educated in the Roman 
| Catholic religion, in which perſuaſion he died, 
His parents not bringing him up to any trade 
was the reaſon he affizns for following a military 
courſe of life, have ferved King Charles the 
Second faithfully, as alſo King James, in whoſe 
= he was eldeſt captain during his ſtay in 
reland. But having, ſoon after, a difference 
with a ſuperior officer, he was obliged to quit the 
ſervice and come to England, from whence he 
went to France; but finding little encourage- 
ment from the party whoſe cauſe he had eſpouſed, 
returned to this Kingdom; where, being reduced 
to poverty, he joined heir to a gang of high- 
waymen, and, with them, committed ſeveral 
robberies. Though he was the unhappy cauſe 
of Mr. Leaver's death, yet he proteſted that he 
always abhorred the very thoughts of murder. 
The account he gave of the murder is this; that 
he, accompanied with two others, whom he did 
not chuſe to name, deſigned to take ſome money 
from the - countrymen returning from * ; 
. aN or 
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for which reaſon they repaired to Finchley Com- 
mon, where they ſaw Mr. Leaver and his man 
with a ge pt 0 which — ä — would 
anſwer their he rode up to 
the gentleman * an yi to ſteal his fon 
but, being better mounted than himſelf, he g 
clear off, and preſently returned and fired a piſto 
him; upon which he came cloſe to Mr. wo 
with an intent to ſhoot the horſe, but, to his 
ſmall grief, wounded him. Vet in his opinion, 
be. Ae WT bad uſage which the gentleman m 

. ompanions greatly contributed 
his yu He 0 


Paper by ſayi 
6 4 Thinks e truth. 9 2 e ing — and 


pray God forge mh 1 —— which are as 
< on the ſea ſhore... Into thy hands, O God, 
*commend my ſig: Jeu. Maria] have me 
c on the ſoul of the un Fake 0 

He was executed on Finchley 8 the 
of February, 1 Jha and. afterwards 


chains near the place 8 he had committed 
Murder. | 
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The Life, Trial, 055 of jon lasen 
fer Hi igh Treaſon. _* . 


OHN LAREIN, Fo Robert Lane 
was indicted at the Sefions Houſe. in the O d 
Baily, t the 5th of April 1700, for High Fg 
and counterfeiting the cures com of this king- 
dom. The evidence bei againſt him, the 
be found him guilty o de indictment, and 
received ſentence of death accordingly. 


After 
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Aſter ſentence” being paſſed, during his con- 
ſinement in Newgate, he was viſited by the or- 
mary, to whom he made the following confeſſi- 
on: That he was born at Antrim in Ireland, 
and his parents, perceiving his genius was 
inclined to learning, kept him, for a conſiderable 
time, cloſe to ſchool, where he became a 
proficient in ſeveral ſciences, and particularly in 
philoſophy; upon which they thought it requifite 
to ſend him to the univerſity. Aecording) he 
was entered as a ſtudent in the univerſit off Glaſ- 
gow, in Scotland, where he ſtaid for fome time, 
and then returned to Ireland and commenced 
ſchoolmaſter ; in which capacity he behaved him- 
felf ſo, well, that he gained a general Applauſe : 
but being of a roving unſettled diſpoſition, he 
left his ſhook, and viſited the remoteſt parts of 
that Kingdom; where, taking upon him the 
own, he performed ſeveral offices belonging to 
at ſacred function. After which he came t6 
England, and lived ſome time in | Lancaſhire, 
being maſter of a free ſchool there, and having 
under his tuition about a hundred ſcholars; but 
he was ſo bad an oeconomift, and lived at 
ſuch a rate, that his income would not anſwer his 
exorbitant expences, which put him upon in- 
venting ſome other means to ſupport his profuſe 
way of life. At length he came to a reſolution 
how he might accompliſh his deſigns, which 
was by forging bonds, &c. Which pernicious 
practices he became ſo great a proficient in, that 
he ſaid he could perform it with ſuch dexterity, 
that it would be difficult for the perſon himſelf 
to diſtinguiſh his own hand-writting from his 
counterfeit, | 2 | | 


This, 
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- This, for ſome time, was his ſole employ, and 
brought him in no ſmall gain. He confeſſed 
that he had oftentimes affixed the hand of 4 
biſhop, and ſeveral other eminent divines, to his 
letters teſtimonial, and by that means collected 
ſeveral conſiderable ſums of money, under pre- 
tence of redeeming poor Chriſtian captives Who 
were detained in flavery: He likewiſe - —_ | 
goldſmiths [notes and bills of exchange. He. 
followed this courſe of life for ſome time, till a: 
length his villainies were detected, and juſtice” _ 
| 


overtook him; for which he ſuffered an igno- 
minious puniſhment, being pilloried, fined, and : 
committed to priſon, ti duch time as he could 
diſcharge his fine, which was ſo conſiderable, 
that all thoughts of liberty were vaniſhed. While 
he was in priſon, ſome that were evidences 
againſt him at his trial, uſed to coin ſeveral ſums 
of money, and endeavoured to perſuade him to | 
aſſiſt them; but he ſays, that he actually refuſed - 
their ſollicitations on that account, nor did ever 
coin or had any of the money to his ſhare, but | 
only ſaw them do it. The ordinary'fuſpecting” 
that, in this he was not ſincere, the | contrary: |} 
having been ſo poſitively ſworn in court, preſſed 
bim to be ingenuous in his confeffion. To, | 
which he replied, he underſtood his duty very» 
well, though he had acted contrary to it; but if 
he died, at the place of execution he would diſcover” 
. ſomething to him that might be of ſervice to ſe- 
vera] — * concerned in the ſame wicked prac- 
tices with himſelf. | | 
When at the place of execution he informed 
the Ordinary of what hitherto he had concealed 
which was as follows: That being confined in 
Newgate with one Charles Newey, who was con» 
Vos. I. | C vice 1 
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vithed fot felony, and alſo pilloried and fined for 
ſuborning an ev.denee to ſwear falſly, he was pre- 
vailed upon, by Newey, for a ſum of money, to 
write a very ſcurrilous libel, called, the Caſe of 
Capt, Charles Newey, which he promiſed to 
print ſpeedly, containing very notorious falſnoods 
and ſcandalous reflections on the Lord Chief 
Baron, and the other Judges, the Recorder, ſeveral 
Juſtices of the peace, and others who tryed him; 
for which he heartly begged their pardons. After 
confeſſing this to the Ordinary, he turned to the 
people, and, in a very pathetic and moving man- 
ner, deſired them to take warning by his puniſh- 
ment, and hoped that his death might deter others 
from commiting the like ſins, which he was 
brought there to ſuffer for. After prayers he turned 
himſelf to the numerous ſpectators that attended to 
ſee him make his laſt exit, took a decent leave of 
them, and, thanking the Ordinary for his repeated 
viſitations while under condemnation in Newgate, 
delivered to him a paper to the following effect: 
That he being ſenſible how juſtly he had pro- 
voked the Almighty God to anger, by the nume- 
rous offences he had committed, thought it his duty 
to leave the world a true narrative of his prevari- 
catin _ but not having ſufficient time to 
complete ſuch a work, ne only mentions the fol- 
lowing few paſlages of his life. 
The firſt of which was, his being concerned in 
a pretended plot ſuppoſed to have been carried on 
by the Earls of Marborough and Saliſbury, the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter, and ſeveral others, for which 
he was committed to Newgate, till ſuch time as he 
could diſcharge a large fine impoſed upon him; 
During his confinement, one Henry Pearſon was 
committed to the ſame place for debt, who, per- 
. ceiving 
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-eziving him to wy expert in counterfeiting 
hands, told him, that if he could contrive a ſham 
plot, and father it upon thoſe Noble Lords, he ſoon 
might obtain money enough to pay his ſine: at that 
time being in very low circumſtances, he readily 
conſented to this propoſal; but told him, that no- 
thing could be done in that affair till he was re- 
leaſed, which ſoon after was effected. When he 
had obtained his liberty he imployed one Black- 
head to carry letters between them: he having 
got a ſight of the Earl of Malborough's hand, 
counterfeited it with ſo much dexterity, that it 
was very difficult to diſcern the true from the 
falſe : This done, he drew up an aſſociation, and 
affixed to it the hands of the Earls of Marl. 
borough and Saliſbury, with ſeveral other perſons 
of diſtinction, wrote by another hand; and that 
more credit might be given to his pretended plot, 
he wrote ſeveral letters in Lord Marlborough's 
name, ſuppoſed te be directed to himſelf, which 
Blackhead uſed to bring to him again; who ſwore 
before the Lords of the Council, that the Earl had 
ſent them him, though at the ſame time he was 
well aſſured that Larkin forged them, and ordered 
them to be ſent in that manner. He alſo declares, 
that he neither ſet the Biſhop of Rocheſter's or 
the Lord Cornbury's hands to the paper, yet ac- 
knowledges it to be done by his appointment. 
He pleads ignorance to the accuſation of having 
written different threatening letters -to the Biſhop 
of Rocheſter, or being any ways concerned in the 
fame. As for the crime of coining, for which he 
died, he declared himſelf no otherwiſe guilty than 
by being a ſpectator of the ſame. But notwith- 
ſtanding his being not guilty of this fact, yet, he 
faid, he muſt lay his r upon his mouth, and 
A 2 con- 
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confeſs, « that the Lord is righteous, and his judge- 
ments upright“: For he injured his neighbours ſo 
_ often by forgeries, cheats &c. that he thought it 
- almoſt: unpoſſible to recount them. In the 
. = i695, being at that time in the King's Bench 
. Priſon, he got himſelf removed, by Habeas Corpus, 
to the Fleet, where he was acquainted with feveral 
.of the priſoners, who agreed to cheat one Mr. La- 
ſinby, of Leeds in Yorkſhire, out of cloth to the 
value of 135 l. which accordingly was effected. 
In the year 1697, he was, by the Warden of the 
Fleet, removed back again to the Kings Bench, 
where he came acquainted with ſeveral other pri- 
ſoners belonging to that Priſon, with whoſe aid 
.and advice he endeavoured to cheat by falſe bills of 
exchange, and forged letters, Mr. Seth Lofthouſe, 
a Goldſmith, in Fleet Street, and Mr. Peter Block 
Machiels, a Merchant of Amſterdam, out of 
2000 l. but that failing, Mr. John Cary, one con- 
cerned with Larkin in the plot, was pilloried. for 
the fame. After this he forged leaſes, as under 
Doctor Thomas Lamplugh's hand; he cheated 
men in London out of ſeveral hundred pounds, by 
way of mortgage: And in the ye-r 1698, he cheat- 
ed Mr. Azarich Reynolds, an undertaker, of a 
velvet pall, two cloaks &c. by a forged letter, as 
from a correſpondent in the country, for which he 
was committed to Newgate, ind fined 200 marks 
at Guildhall, where he was tryed and convicted. 
In Newgate he came acquainted with Jones, the 
evidence, whom, he ſays, he ſaw coin in the Deb- 
tors Hall ſeveral ſums of money. How far he was 
concerned with them I have 3 obſerved. 
And to conclude, in his own words, he ſays, 
But I forgive them, and do humbly beg God and 
he perſons I have wronged to forgive me t hoſe 
oat . wick ed 
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wicked actions I have committed. Into thy hands, 
O God, I commend my ſpirit; . Lord Jeſus receive 
the Soul of the unhappy and miſerable. | 
Hie was hanged at Tyburn, in company with 
Robert Young, and Thomas Allifon, convicted 
of a burglary, the 19th of April 1700. 
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The Trial of Lzwis GuiTTAR, and Seventy 
others, for Pyracy. © 


E WIS Guittar, and ſeventy others, Py- 
L rates, were indicted, October 25, 1700, 
at the Old Bailey, for pyracy and robbery on 
the High Seas, having, on the 28th of the pre- 
ceeding April, 8 ſet upon a Merchant 
Ship, called the Nicholas, commanded by Ro- 
bert Lurting, Maſter, about two leagues from 
Cape Henry, upon the coaſt of Virginia; the 
ſhip and apparel value 3oool. and 700 hogſheads 
of tobacco, value 2001. . 
The firſt evidence that was {worn was Captain 
| Lurting, who depoſed, that as he was riding at 
anchor in Linhaven Bay, within the Cape, he 
_ faw the pyrate and three ſail more come in, be- 
tween ten and eleven o clock in the morning; 
upon which one of his men hailed the pyrate, 
aſking him, from whence he came? to whom 
they anſwered in Engliſh, „from the ſea, you 
„ dogs,” and immediately hung out their bloody 
colours. This gave the captain a ſuſpicion of 
their deſign, who, in hopes of fruſtrating their 
wicked intentions, ordered his men to ſſip the 
cable, endeavour to put to ſea, and ſet his ſails; 
but they fired upon him fo violently with ſmall 
C 3 hot 
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ſhot, that at length he was obliged to deſiſt; 
and finding it impoſſible to eſcape them, he ſtruck 
his Ancient; which, they no ſooner perceived, 
than they ſent a boat to take him out of the 
ſhip, and convey him aboard theirs, where he 
was confined in the hold till the next morning: 
during that time the pyrate's crew went on board 
is ſhip, and made his men work all that night 
to throw the goods into the ſea, of which they 
threw ninety nine hogſheads of tobacco overboard : 
The next day the captain of the pyrates ordered 
him to be brought upon the quarter deck, and, 
offering him a ſpying glaſs, bid him to look how 
bis goods were ſwimming, which he refuſed to 
do; but, turning his face the other way, he ſaw 
the Shoreham Galley Man of War making fail 
towards them. However, they forced him down 
Into the hold again, where he heard a Dutchman 
calling with a ſpeaking trumpet to their men that 
were in the prizes, to come on board, which 
aceordingly they did. | 
By this time the Man of War came up, and 
engaged them; which, after anyobſtinate battle 
of four hours, obliged them to run their ſhip 
a- ground, and forced the crew to make the beſf 
of their way to the ſnore; which done, they at- 
tempted to burn the ſhip Nicholas, crying out, 
A Brulce, a Brulee; at the ſame time, there 
were fifty Engliſhmen priſoners in the hold ; but 
it happened that two of the men ſwam to ſhore, 
and acquainted the governor of Virginia of the 
diſtreſs the reſt of the crew and men were in; 
upon which he ordered perfotis to theigafliſtance, 
and preſerved the men and ſhip, by capitulating 
wih the pyrates, and giving —_ quarter, _ 
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The next evidence depoſed, that he was one 
who had been on board the pyrate nineteen weeks, 
and was well aflured, that the priſoners were 
all on board the pyrate, and that Lewis Guittar 
was captain, who, during the time he was on 
board, had taken twelve ſhips, beſides the Ni- 
cholas, which were Engliſh and Dutch. 

Other evidences further depoſed, that the py- 
rates did torture them: the firſt of which ſaid, 
that after they had took him on board the py- 
rates ſhip, they examined him, aſked him where 
the ſhip Jeffery was? which he told them; they 
likewiſe aſked him, if there was any Man of 
War in the country? and he alſo told them there 
was one of 50 guns; after which they ſent him 
on board the Nicholas again, where one of the 
pyrates, calling him upon the quarter deck, un- 
ſcrewed the flint of his fuzee, and made him put 
in his thumb; then ſcrewed it faft, and un- 
ſcrewed it again, puting his little finger in the 
ſame manner, and telling him he had told a lye, 
by ſaying there was a Man of War in the coun- 
try. After this, they laſhed and beat him with 
their cutlaſſes, telling him, that their intention 
was to cut off his head, and for that pupoſe they 
made him lay it on a block, firſt cauſing him to 
put his hair under his cap; they laid the cutlaſs 
upon his neck, but did not cut him much. 
After this, they beat him with the mizen-braiſes, 
and gave him near 500 blows; till at length one 
of them ſaid he had enough, and ſo let him go, 
calling for another of them to be ſent up, ſaying, 
it was very fine ſport. | 

A third evidence told the court, that they 
tied his hands behind him, and afterwards 
hoiſted him up with a rope, and bruiſed his 
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| ſhoulders in ſo terrible a manner, with the ends 
of ropes tyed in knots, that he had ever ſince loſt 
the uſe of one of his arms. Several other evi- 
dences depoſed much to the ſame effect. 8 
The priſoners, in their defence, pleaded, tha 
ſome of them were ſick on board; others, that 
they were under age, or found on board, being 
taken out of ſhips and barks at Rochel, Petit, 
Guiaves Cuviaſſo, and other places; and that 
others were hunters in the woods, and fiſnermen; 
and ſome of them proving their allegations, were 
acquited, but the reſt found guilty. 

Three other indictments were alfo found againſt 
John Dubois, Peter Maingeneau, and ſeven more 
for pyracy and robbery on the High Seas. The 
firſt was, for robbing the ſhip Nicholas The 
Second was, for robbing the ſhip called the In- 
. dian King, commanded by Captain Whittaker, 
Maſter, near Cape Henry, in Virginia, the 28th 
of April 1700, and the ſhip and apparel value 
4000l. 1000 hogſheads of tobacco, and 109 
- ounces of ſilver. And the third was, for robbin 

the ſhip called the Penſilvania Merchant, Samuel 
Harriſon, Maſter, on the 24th of April 1700, 
about 50 leagues from Virginia, and taking the 
Sloop, apparel, and goods to the value of 300l. 
The evidences fully proved Dubois and Main- 
geneau guilty of the ſeveral crimes ſpecihed in the 
indictments, having plundered. the Penſylvania 
Merchant, and afterwards ſet her on fire; ſo that 
they were both found guilty : but as for the reſt 
of them, it plainly appeared, that they had been 
caſt away upon an uninhabited iſland near Hif- 
pagnola, waere there was neither freſh water or 
' proviſions to be got, and where they had continued 
even or eight days without the leaſt * 
! 3 elore 
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before they eſpied the pyrate, whom they no ſooner 
ſaw than they made a ſignal, juſt as the ſhip was 
failing by them; upon which they were taken 
a- boar d. 

The Jury maturely weighing theſe circum- 
ſtances, deemed them not guilty; whereupon 
they were acquittted. The reſt, being in num- 
ber fifty-two, received ſentence of death ; three . 
of theſe died in Newgate, after their condemna- 
tion; twenty-five were reprieved, and twenty- 
four, at one time, were executed at Execution 
Dock, the 14th of November 1700. Many 
of them being foreigners, of different nations, 
and profeſſors of the roman catholic religion, 

made but little or no confeſſion : The Ordinary 
only ſays of them, that ſeveral ſeemed to be pe- 
nitent, and he hoped they were ſo. | 
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The Trial of Joun Cowrax b, for fabbing 


Sir ANU REWSLANNINO, Bart. 


N the 5th of December 1700, was in- 
dicted, at the Old Baily, upon three in- 
dictments, Mr. John Cowland, Gent.; the 
Firſt indictment, at the common law, the Second 
upon the ſtatute of Stabbing, and the Third 
upon the coroners inqueſt, for the murder of Sir 
Andrew Slanning, Bart. $ e285 N 
The firſt evidence aſſerted, that as ſhe ſat 
behind Sir Andrew in the pit at the play- 
houſe, he fell into diſcourſe with an Orange- 
woman, telling her, that a friend of his met a 
woman in the play-houſe, who afterwards abuſed 
him, and had taken 5/. worth of hair out of his 


peruke, 
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peruke, and likewiſe picked his pocket; upon 
which ſhe told Sir Andrew, that, for a guinea, 
the believed ſhe could tell him who the perſon 
was, and alſo get him the things again: Sir 
Andrew thanked her for her kindneſs, and de- 
fired to have the pleaſure of drinking a glaſs of 
wine with her after the play was ended, which 
ſhe agreed to. As ſoon as the play was done, 
Captain Wagget went out fiſt, and, nat 
knowing the way, fell down the ſteps; upon 
which they went out Drury Lane way. Sir An- 
drew then aſked her, if that was the neareſt way 
to the Roſe Tavern? ſhe told him, that it was 
not the neareſt, but they might go through Vinegar 
Yard; in which place Mr. Cowland met them, 
and put his arm round her neck; Sir Andrew 
deſired him to be civil, ſaying, ſhe was his 
wife: but the priſoner ſaid, he could not have 
two at once; upon which they drew their ſwords, 
but no paſs was made, for the croud drove them 
as far as the Roſe Tavern, to which place Cap- 
tain Wagget came, and, interpoſing, defired 
them to walk in, where he would endeavour to 
make up the quarrel. In the mean time Sir 
Andrew and the went into the. Kitchen; and 
high words paſſed between Captain Wagget 
and Mr. Cowland, who ſeemed to be very angry, 
and would not put it up; but, by much im- 
portunity, they were. reconciled, and agreed to 
go up ſtairs and take a glaſs of wine; upon 
which they called Sir Andrew out of the kitchen: 
Mr. Cowland went up foremoſt, and being 
about half way up the ſtairs, drew his ſword a 


ſcabbard out of the belt. Sir Andrew and ſhe 
went next, and Captain Wagget the laſt of all; 
But when Mr. Cowland came to the top of the 


ſtairs, 
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ſtairs, before Sir Andrew ſpoke a word, or 
gave him the leaſt provocation, or had even time 
to drdwy his ſword, ran him in the belly, whe 
being in this manner baſely wounded, cried out, 
murder mupon which one of Lord Warwick's 
gentlemen and two more running up ſtairs, ap- 
prehended Mr. Cowland, and immediately diſ- 
armed him of his ſword, which was bloody on 

the blade about the length of five inches. 

A confirmation of what this evidence had de- 
poſed was aflerted by ſeveral others, with this 
addition; that, afterwards, Mr. Cowland deſired 
to ſee Sir Andrew; which at length being 
granted, he took an opportunity of leaping down 
{tairs, in order to make his eſcape, but was pur- 
ſued and taken. je | 

It was likewiſe depoſed of Sir Andrew, that 
he was a very civil quiet gentleman, never given 
to quarrel, had an eſtate of 20000 l. per annum, 
was the laſt of all his Family, and which was 
then extinct by his death. The prifoner had 
nothing material to ſay in his defence, but called 
ſeyeral perſons to his reputation: however, the 
matter being very plain, the Jury acquitted hin: 
of the murder, and of the coroners inqueſts, but 
found him guilty on the ftatute of ſtabbing, and 
accordingly he received ſentence of death. 

The Ordinary gives the following account of 
him after his condemnation ; and fays, That from 
the 1 ns. of his confinement, to his dying 
hour, he expreſſed an extreme ſorrow not only 
for this, but all other of his fins; he tells us, that 
he was put out apprentice to a goldſmith; and, in 
his younger years, lived a very ſober and religious 
life, was frequent at prayers, hearing ſermons, 
and reading the ſcriptures, giving himſeit up to 
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the knowledge of God. But having unha 900 | 
left this pious courſe, and abandoned himſelf to — 
the ſinful pleaſures of the world, that then the 
ſpirit of religion grew weak in him, and had ne 
lach influence upon the actions of his life as 
before, which became every day more and more 
irregular. He told the ordinary, that in the 
midſt of his miſcarriages, his thoughts were ſome 
times'tending towards God, and that there were. 
ſome happy intervals in which he had earne fl. 

dcfired to return to his heavenly father, with full 
purpoſe and ſolemn vows of amendment. But, 
de ſaid, the world had got ſo faſt hold of him, 
that he could not get fi of it; ſo that he broke 
all thoſe religious vows, as often as he made 
them, and daily ſunk deeper into ſin; which, 
in a ſmall time, brought him to commit that 
enormous crime, which he then abhorred_ with 
the greateſt deteſtation imaginable, not only be- 
cauſe he was to die for it, but becauſe he had 
rendered himſelf ſo odious in the fight of God 
by it. Adding, that the remembrance of his 
fins was infinitely more bitter and grievous to his 
ſpirit, than the vain and 2 of them 
had even been ſweet to his fleſh; and that he 
muſt confeſs, from his own ſad experience, that 
had he but known the regrets and torments, 
which, even in this world, a vicious life bri ings 
upon a Man, he could not (though the temptati- 
ons had been ever ſo great) have been drawn 
or allured to fin. During the time of his con- 
finement, he ſhewed great ſigns of Repentance. 
His prayers were very fervent, earneſtly deſiring 
others to join with him, and that God would be 
| merciful to his poor foul, and give him grace 
| to 
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to become the greateſt penitent, as hie judged h im- ; 


ſelf to be the greateſt ſinner, that ever was. He was 


executed at 'I'yburn the 20th of December 1700 ꝓ 
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The Trial of Jonx Stmps0N, for Houf:- 


breaking. 


OHN SIMPSON, born in. the county of , 
J Eflex, was indicted, at the Seflions-houſe, in 


the Old Baily, the 25th of July 1698, for fe- 
lony and burglary, in breaking open the houſe 


of Sir Edward Abney, and ſtealing two ſilver 
candleſticks, value forty . pounds, beſides divers 
ether goods to a confiderable value. - 

Upon examining the evidence, it plainly ap- 


peared, that the window of the houſe was 


opened, and the goods ſtollen, which the perſon 
who produced them' teſtified in court were brought 
to her by Holliday, Tho. Chance, and William 
Eaten. The priſoner faid very little in his own 
defence. The jury acquitted him of the burg- 
lary, but found him * of the felony: for 
which he was ſentenced to be tranſported ; but 
ſoon found means to get to England again, 
where, following his old practices, he was a ſe- 
cond time apprehended ; and, on the 4th of July 
1700, indicted ' at the Old Baily, for breaking 
open the houſe of Elizabeth endes, on the 
29th of May, and ſtealing from thence two fea- 
ther-beds, bolſters, and one pair of ſheets: to 
which indictment he pleaded guilty, and accord- 
ingly received ſentence of death. When under 
condemnation, he gave the Ordinary of Newgate 
the following account of himſelf: So: - 
Vol. I. D That, 
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| That, being: weary of committing in 

he found him If quite tired of thus _ 
life, and therefore deſired to live no 15e 
faid he had been, in all probability, as great an 
offender as perhaps ever was; he had been guilty 
ot drunkenneſs, blaſphemy, lewdneſs, robbery, 
facrilege and murder, in which he profeſſed him- 
ſelf to 4 been a compleat maſter. As for 
blaſphemy, lewdneſs, and robbery, he told the 
Ordinary, that he once thought them eſſential to 
his employment, as a ſoldier; but being now 
come to himſelf, was of a different opinion. 

He acknowledged to have been guilty of more 
robberies than he could mention, havin both 
broke open houſes, and robbed on the 8 
and particularty that he, with there others, did 
rob a gentleman a little behind T yburn on Eaſter 
Eve, of five guineas. He ſaid, that frequently, 
he had robbed officers tents when he was a ſoldier, 
in Flanders, and alſo king William's tent, from 
whence he took about 1000l. and that he had 
committed ſo many other robberies, both in Flan- 
ders and England, as to have acquired the name 
ef Captain of the robbers in both countries, and 
particularly in Flanders, where he affirmed, that 
the gates of the city of Ghent had been twice 
Mut up in a fortnight's time, with an intent to 
have found him out; and, after they had appre- 
hended him, irons were put about his arms, 
neck, back, and legs; in which condition he 
was carried about for a ſhow. And as to ſacri- 
lege, he confeſſed it was his frequent cuſtom to 
ſtrip the Roman Catholics, as they went to maſs 
at five o'clock in the morning: that he and two 
more, with drawn ſwords, had even robbed them 
at the very altar; and when the mob has 11 1 

raiſe 
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raiſed upon them, have run laughing about the 
ſtreets and defied them. That ence in particular, 
he robbed St. Peter's church, in the city of Ghent, 
of plate to the value of 1200l. although that 
place had been an aſylum for him at a time when 
he had been condemned for a murder. The 
circumſtances of which, he ſaid, were as follow: 
That he, having killed a man, was condemned 
for it ; but had found means to break out of 
priſon, and fled to the church beforementioned, 
where, in four days time, the prieſts prccured 
him a pardon. A thort time after, being come 
acquainted with all the avenues of the church, 
and places where the plate was depoſited, he ſtole 
it and got away, but was afterwards took up, on 

on ſuſpicion; and, for want of ſufficient proofs, 
was acquitted. 

With regard to murder, he owned the killing 
four or five men in quarrels, but never any in all 
the robberies he had been concerned in. He alſo 
added, that he was one of thoſe who, the Chriſt- 
mas before, broke ont of Newgate, having 
been caſt on to indictments for felony, and that 
tis right name was John Holiday. 

The Ordinary, ſuſpecting his relation to be 
moſt of it romance, ſaid to him, he ſuppoſed he 
told thoſe things in hopes hereafter to be talked 
of. To which he replied, that what he had con- 
feſſed was really fact. He owned, that formerly 
he uſed to make his boaſt of theſe things, but, 
within theſe laſt fix weeks, he was fo far from 
doing any thing of that kind, that he had been 
ever ſince overwhelmed with ſhame and confu- 
ſion for his villainies, The ordinary told him, 
that he could not help wondering, that as he was 
one of the children of this werld, he had not 

8 vhs D 2 exerted 


a8 Trial of Joann SIMPSON, 


exerted ſo much wiſdom as to take up while he 
was well, having ſeveral times, by his own con- 


feſſion, got ſo many different quantities of mo- 


ney. Io this he anſwered, that whatſoever he 


dad got together by ſuch unlawful and wicked 
means, he never had power to make a right uſe 
of The Ordinary then told him, if his repen- 


tance was fincere, he ought to diſcover his ac- 


complices ; that they, knowing they were diſco- 
vered, might make a virtue of neceſſity, and 
abandon the wicked courſes of their lives. But 
to this propoſal he made ſome -ſcruples, -ſaying, 
he neither thought it juſt, or equitable ts betray 
his friends and. acquaintances. Yet, when, 
he was informed, that it was not to betray them, 
but for their true intereſt, and the good of his 
ewn ſoul, he diſcovered ſeveral, both men and 
women, whom he exhprted to become wiſe in 
time. The Ordinary told him, that, in juſtice 
to the. public, he ought to diſcover alſo if he 
knew any particular or uncommon ways, which 
thieves uſed to rob houſes, by which means honeſt 
people might guard againſt them. As to that 
particular, - ſaid he, by which thieves get into 
houſes, it is by ſtanding upon one anothers ſhoul- 
ders, to the number of three, the uppermoſt 
ſcrambling up the wall till he comes to the win- 
dow, gets into the chamber, ſtrikes a light, and 
makes up his bundle, which done, he throws 
out to his accomplices; that about ſupper-time 


was generally thought the beſt, as then the ſer- 


vants were giving their attendance. 
The ordinary further adds, that he ſeemed, 
very penitent, heartily. wiſhing he had been wiſe 
and ſober in time himſelf, yet did not ſeem to 


wiſh {or life, being very well contented with his, 


eonfinement; 
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confinement ; and at the place of execution he 
ſaid he was very willing to die; declaring, that 
death was more acceptable to him than if he 
was to obtain a reprieve; for if he was per- 
mitted to venture into the world again, in all 
probability he might fall into ſome diſorders 
which might undo him for ever; whereas, in 
dying now, he had ſome hopes of obtaining re- 
miſſion for all his enormous crimes. | 

He was executed the 20th of July 1700, at 
Tyburn, in the 4oth year of his age, in com- 
pany with George Goffe, condemned for felony 
and burglary, and Jonathan Lane, for robbing 
eſquire . on the highway. 
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The Trials, Sc. of Michael Van Berghen, 
Katherine Van Berghen, and Gerrard 
Dromelius, for the Murder of Oliver 
Norris. 


02 24th of June 1700, were indicted, 
| at the Seſſions Houſe, in the Old Baily, 
Michael Van Berghen, Katherine Van Berghen, 
and Gerrard Dromelius, for the murder — rob 
5 * of Oliver Norris. . | 
The firſt evidence ſworn was a neighbour, 
who depoſed, that the morning after Mr. 
Norris was murdered, he, having occaſion to go 
to a ditch that runs out of the Thames into Saint 
Katherine's, by the back part of his houſe, look- 
ing at the water, perceived the toe of a boot above 
the ſurface; upon which, he got a pole with 
2 hook at the end of it, took hold of it, and 
raiſing it alittle higher, perceived, above the 
D 3 upper 
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upper part of the boot, a ſcarlet ſtocking, and 
afterwajds found it to be a man's body; upon which 
he immediately got aſſiſtance to take it out of 
the ditch: this done, they found that he had 
been murdered, his throat being cut in a moſt 
barbarous manner, and his coat and waiſtcoat 
taken off. Other Neighbours ſaid, that when 
they heard of the body's being found, they went 
to ſee it, and viewing the ground all about 
to ſee if they could find, by any ſigns of blood, 
&c. where the murder had been committed, found 
none; but remembered that, being up early that 
morning, they had ſeen, about two or three 
o' clock, Michael Van Berghen and Gerrard Dro- 
melius coming from that part of the common 
ſhore, and had obſerved a light carried from 
Place to place in Van Berghen's houſe. Other 
evidences depoſed, that the night before they heard 
a great noiſe in Van Berghen's houſe ; upon 
which, having ſome ſuſpicion, they got an officer, 
and fearched the houſe, but could find no ſymp- 
toms of the murder, except a little blood behind 
Done of the doors, the room ſeeming to have been 
lately moped; they then aſked what was become 
of Gerrard Dromelius ? but could get no ſatisfac- 
tory account of him, but that he was gone. 
Upon which they ſecured Michael Van Berghen, 
his wife, and the fervant maid; and being in- 
formed by 'a waterman, that he had carried 
| Gerrard Dromelius over the water not long be- 
fore with a hamper to Rotherhith, they ſent per- 
ſons in queſt of him, who were not long before 
they found the place where he had taken Theltet ; 
and, on fearching his lodgings, they found a 
| "hamper, and in it a hat, peruke, coat, waiſtcoat, 
| Sc. which were proved to be Mr. Norris's, in a 
R 
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very bloody condition, Van Berghen's ſervant 
maid likewiſe depoſed, that Mr. Norris, being in 
liquor, about eight o'clock the night before, 
came into her maſter's houſe, where he drank 
wine, and, ftaying there till about eleven, was 
for going home; but being very ſollicitous to have 
2 coach, her miſtreſs at len ſent her for one, 
at the ſame time whiſpering to her not to brin 
any, but when ſhe returned back to ſay ſhe coul 
not get one, which ſhe did. Mr. Norris then in- 
ſiſted upon going without one, for which pur- 
poſe he went out of doors, but ſoon returnin 
again, he went to her miſtreſs, ſaying, he hat 
loſt his money there, and he would have ſatisfac- 
tion, talking very loud and in a very angry man- 
ner; ſo that it gave occaſion to ſeveral perſons 
that were paſſing by the door to take notice; 
whereupon her miſtreſs deſired him to walk into 
the room, telling him, he ſhould have ſatis- 
faction. After this, her maſter, miſtreſs and the 
drawer, being with him, and high wards paſſing, 
her miſtreſs bid her to go to bed, which ſe | 
did accordingly; and when ſhe was there, ſhe 
heard a buſtling below ſtairs, but knew not 
what was the matter. After ſhe had been in bed 
ſome time her miſtreſs came into her room with 
a candle, and fetched a hamper; ſhe would have 
gotten up, but ſhe was deſired by her miſtreſs 
to lie ſtill, which ſhe did. She roſe early in the 
morning, before the reſt of the 5 found 
the room, in which ſhe had left Mr. Norris, 
her maſter, miſtreſs, and Gerrard Dromelius, 
nad been newly waſhed, (which her miſtreſs had 
never been uſed to do herſelf,) who ſet her with 
a pail and mop to waſh a bench at the door, on 
Which ſhe ſaw ſome blood, This evidence _ 
> 
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ed, that ſhe enquired what was become of Mr. 
Norris, but her miſtreſs, inſtead of telling her, 
bid her hold her tongue, and ſay nothing of him, 
for their lives were all in her power; and that 
ſhe alſo enquired for Dromelius, but was 
anſwered, he was gone, 4 Aden 8 55k 
All the priſoners denied the fact, alledging, 
in their defence, that Mr. Norris went away from 
their houſe by eleven o'clock, and that they 
knew nothing at all of what afterwards became 
of him; but the jury having heard the evidence, 
and conſidered the whole matter, found them 
all three guilty of wilful murder, and accordingly 
they received ſentence of death. For ſome time 
after their condemnation they perſiſted in deny- 
ing the fact; till, at length, through the ordi- 
nary's unwearied diligence, who gave them al- 
moſt conſtant attendance, were brought to the 
following confeſſion. * | 
Gerrard Dromelius, who was a ſervant in the 
quality of a drawer to Van Berghen, when all 
bis hopes of a reprieve were vaniſhed, owned that 
he had committed the murder, taking the com- 
miſſion of the fact wholly upon himſelf, ſaying, 
that Mr. Norris, being reſolutely bent-to go to 
an Inn where he lodged near Aldgate, his maſter 
ordered him to conduct him to the ſame, he b eing 
full of liquor: that they were go ſooner out of 
- the doors than Mr. Norris took an opportunity 
to eaſe himſelf in an adjacent broken building; 
and that whilit they were there he gave him very 
angry words, and attempted to draw his ſword 
upon him; upon which he cloſed with him, 
wreſted the ſword out of his hand, and. gave 
him ſeveral {tabs with it; that while the gentle- 
man was in this condition, and groaning for life, 
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he heard a watchman coming along, and dread- 
ing the diſcovery, he drew. his knife and cut 
his throat, in order to put an end to his Funn: 
and his own fears. The ordinary told him, 
that his account of the matter was improbable, 
as it was a very rainy night when the murder 
was committed, and if they had tumbled down 
together, as he ſaid they had, their cloaths would 
have been dirty, and there would have been blood 
ſeen had the gentleman been murdered near. the 
place where the body was found, and that there 
would have been holes in the gentleman's cloaths, 
had thoſe wounds been given him while his 
cloaths were on, whereas, on the contrary, 
there were none to be ſeen. To this he replied, 
that there might be holes in the cloaths, and th 
might be dirty, though not obſerved, adding, that 
there was a great quantity of blood near the place 
where the body was found, though none was 
ſeen, and that there would have been more had 
he not tore the gentleman's ſhirt, and put it into 
the bleeding wounds. But theſe aſſertions were 
contrary to what was ſworn upon his trial; yet, 
notwithſtanding this, he inſiſted upon it, that he 
committed the murder with his own hands, and 
that both his maſter and miſtreſs were wholly ig- 
norant of the matter. The ordinary told him, 
that there appeared in him an obſtinacy peculiar 
to - himſelf, for him to affirm that this murder 
was done by his own hands; which, according 
to circumſtances, was hardly probable to be 
done without two or three aſſiſtants. Aſking him 
what he could propoſe .to himſelf from ſuch a 
humour, as it could be of no uſe either to his 


maſter or miſtreſs, ſince the evidences had ſo fully 
| "HF | proved, 
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proved, by their atteſtations, that they were 
identically concerned'therein, and for which they 
were to die ; telling - him, -that certainly if there 
was a hotter place in hell for one more than an- 
other, it muſt be 2 ſuch a perſon as — 
being guilty of ſo flagrant an impiety, who dur 
not eabloldtely "a, his — 8: and the 
truth of the fact; intimating to him, that per- 
haps the familiarity that there appeared to have 
been between him and his miſtreſs might have 
ſome” influence upon him, ſince he knew he muſt 
die for it himſelf to ſave her; but, in denying 
the truth, he ventured his own -damnation upon 
it. The diſcourſe had this effect upon him; that 
it brought tears from his eyes, and. groans from 
his heart, but no alteration in his ſtory, He 
acknowledged his intimate familiarity with his 
miſtreſs, and ſeemed to bewail it, wiſhing he had 
a longer time to conſider. The ordinary taxed 
him likewiſe with his villainous treatment of the 
deceaſed, in that he did not only' murder him, 
but alſo wound him in his reputation, in giving 
it out that the gentleman would have committe 
ſodomy with him, which was the only cauſe he 
fought and flew him, This, however, he de- 
clared publickly was no ſuch thing, being only a 
contrivance in him to make- his guilt appear leſs 
odious. | 
Being brought to the place of execution, his 
maſter and miſtreſs ſeemed to behave with ſome 
decency, praying to God, and deſiring the prayers 
of their own country miniſters, and others that 
were attendant. on them: but Gerrard Dromehus 
being again aſked about the committing of the 
murder, . would-give no -other account than what 
he before had given; only deſiring the people 
| to 
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to take example by him, and to avoid all unelean- 
neſs, and all wicked practices, eſpecially violent 
paſſion, which, he ſaid, had brought him to that 
untimely end. „ oh 08 3 | | 
Michael Van Berghen could not expreſs him- 
ſelf intelligibly in Engliſh, but did in Latin. He 
abſolutely denied that the murder was committed 
in his houſe, or that he knew any thing of it; 
though the Ordinary. put him in mind it had been 
ſworn at his trial, that he and Dromelius were 
ſeen to come from the common ſhore, where the 
dead body lay, between two and three o'clock 
that morning, yet he perſiſted in denying it; 
and could only be brought to own, that Drome- 
lius informed him, as he lay in his bed, imme- 
diately after the fact was committed, that he had 
wounded the gentleman, and deſired him to aſ- 
fiſt in making his eſcape, upon fuch a ſuppoſi- 
tion; but that when he came to underſtand that 
he was really murdered, he confidently affirmed, 
that he then gave money to purſue the murderer, 
in order to have him brought to juſtice and made 
an example of, by paying blood for blood. But 
this, like the reſt of his and Dromelius's narrati- 
ons, ſeemed to be falſe; for, if he had done as he 
aſſerted he had, it would have been of great ad- 
vantage to him, and, in all probability, ſaved his 
life, by producing ſuch perſons on. his trial. The 
Ordinary ſpared no pains in perſuading him to 
be ingenuous and open in confefling his guilt, 
which had no other effect upon him than throw- 
ing him into a paſſion; and, with diſdain, he 
replied, would he have him to confeſs more- than 
he knew? and expreſſed great uneaſineſs at the 


diſpenſation he was under, In this humour he 
perſiſted, 
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perſiſted, nor would he acknowledge any thing 
His wife was alſo in the ſame ſtory, pro- 
teſting; with all the ſolemnity imaginable, that 
the murder was not committed in their houſe, 
nor did ſhe know. any thing of it, till ſome 
time after it was done. She likewiſe confeſſed, 
that Dromelius came up ſtairs into the room where 
they lay, and declared that he had murdered the 
gentleman ; upon which ſhe ran for the hamper 
to put the bloody cloaths in, and to help. the 
drawer in his eſcape, in which ſhe had done no 
more than what was cuſtomary in Holland. When 
ſhe was brought to the place of execution ſhe 
ſeemed to be greatly concerned for her reputa- 
tion; but perſiſted in declaring that ſhe knew ' 
nothing more relative to the fact. + Bad 
They were executed near the Hartſhorn Brew- 
houſe in Eaſt Smithfield, being the neareſt proper 
place to where the murder was committed: the 
two men were hanged in chains between Mile 
End and Bow, but the woman was buried ſoon 


after her execution. 
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The Trial of Ricnann Monzus, Ge. for 
i1ouſe-breaking. 


N the 15th of. June 1701, were indicted, 
at the Seſſions-houſe in the Old 3 Ri- 
chard Morris, Benjamin Jones, and Francis 


Turnley, for breaking of en the houſe of lady Su- 
ſannah Carew, in the night time, with an in- 


tent to ſtcal her goods. 
| | The 
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The footman depoſed, that about two or three 
clock in the morning, he was aſſaulted in his 
bed by three men, who had broke in at the win- 
dow, and had with them a lighted candle, their 
faces blacked, piſtols in their hands and caſe- 
knives; they ſtruggled with him for ſome time, 
and then put ſomething into his mouth with an 
intent to ſtop his breath: they likewiſe endea- 
voured to break his neck; but, in the ſcuffle, he 
put out their candle : they then got a napkin, 
which they put about his neck, and dragged 
him about the room, but he ſtruggling with them, 
at length called out Thieves, which the watch 
hearing, came to the houſe; whereupon they ran 
away from him: and that Morris, in attempting 
to get out of the window, was knocked down, 
and apprehended by the watch, having lefc his 
ſhoes and coat in the houſe, Jones and be 
were found in a vault underground, in whic 
were ſeveral vizards, a dark lanthorn, gags, 
chiſſels, cords, and ſuch other implements. 

Richard Morris, in his defence, pleaded, . that 
he had been prevailed upon, by one Geerge Hare, 
a footman in the houſe, who made him with that 
he might never ſee the face of God it hedivulged 
it; upon which he promiſed to keep his ſecret: 
Hare then told him, that there was to the amount 
of 3oool. in the houſe ; whereupon they fixed a 
time for committing the robbery, telling him, he 
had ſawed a bar out of the window, and ſaid, that 
he ſhould be with him. They crank a bottle of 
wine and ſome Derby ale together, which done, 
they pulled off their ſhoes, and walked all gver the 
houſe, ſhewing him the lady's chamber, and tne 
window where he had placed the clay upon the 
barr, which being touched, would fall down ; at- 

Vor. I. E teg 
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ter os th 3 — 
near Bloomſbury, where „Hodges 
his brother Harz were preſent; Morris ſaid, that 
at this meeting he told him, there were too 
many to be concerned in it, but he anfwered, that 
be was a truſty friend and would never betray 
Him; then they made another appointment, to 
meet at the Cock and Hoop in Fetter Lane, where 
Hare was to bring Wagſtaff and Hodges to them. 
Jones and Turnley owned that they met Morris 
at the Sun in the Wood, who told them, that 
with a proviſo they would go with him to ſuch a 
place, the butler would give them. a bottle of 
wine. Upon which they went into the kitchen, 
and were no farther when the watchman took 
them. They all denied the burglary, but the 
footman aſſerted, that he was poſitive the glaſs 
was up when he went to bed, but was down 
when the watchman came into the houſe. The 
Jury, after ſome conſideration on the merits of 
the evidence, found Morris, Jones and Turnley 
guilty; but there not appearing to be proofs 
enough againſt Wagſtaff and Hodges, they were 
acquitted, _ os 3 
After their condemnation, they gave the Or- 
dinary this account of themſelves. | 

Richard Morris ſaid, he was then about forty- 
five years of age, born in Worceſterſhire, by 
trade a butcher, and had kept the Red Lyon Inn 
in Worceſter. He owned himſelf guilty of the 
fact, and that he was juſtly condemned for it: 
he did not ſeem to be unwilling to die, aſſuring 
himſelf, that his peace with God was made, not- 
withſtanding his friends were endeavouring to 
get a reprieve for him; but when he found that 
certainly was to be executed, and that there 


was no mercy to be found from men, he ſet him- 
ſelf more heartily about endeavouring to obtain 
it from God. He owned himſelf to have been a 
very great ſinner, having committed all manner 
of H ar againſt both divine and human laws, 
murder only excepted. He ſaid that he had re- 
pented of all his fins, and hoped his repentance 
was ſincere. | | #2. 

Benjamin Jones ſaid, that he was about thirty- 
four years of age, born at Abberley in Wor- 
ceſterſhire, by trade a baker, but, for about three 
years, had kept a victualling-houſe in London ; 
and leaving both that and his employment, he 
fell to ſtarch-making, and then into ill company, 
which brought him to be lewd and vicious. He 
acknowledged the facts for which he was to die, 
and folemaly averred, that Morris had drawn him 
into it, He begged pardon of God and man, and 
appeared to be really penitent. 

Francis Turnley ſaid, he was about twenty- 
eight years of age, born at Mamble, near Bewd- 
ley, in Worceſterſhire, was a labouring man, 
and had ſerved bricklayers and brewers both in 
town and country. He confeſſed the fact, but 
ſaid, that Morris, with whom he had lived as a 
ſervant, had drawn him into it. He acknow- 
ledged, that once before he was under ſentence 
of death, and had obtained a reprieye, but had 
not improved it, which, he ſaid, was now a great, 
grief to him. He begged pardon of God and 
man. 

When they arrived at the place of execution, 
the Ordinary perſuaded Morris to aſæ pardon of 
Jones and Turnley, for having drawn them into 
the commiſſion of ſuch enormous facts; but he 
refuſed to do it, abſolutely denying that he bad 

2 


40 Trial 0 MA: FLAnMAN , STRODTMAN\ 


uſed any, ways, or means; to perſuade either the 
ene or Ae x more than what they had volun- 


tarily taken upon themſelves. | Notwithſtanding - 
the Ordinary faid he had before acknowledged it 
to him. Jones and Turnley alſo perſiſted in it 
that he had; upon which there was ſome paſſion : 
raiſed between them; yet before the cart drew 
away, he did tacitly acknowledge it, and they 


declared that they forgave one another. Morris, 


after kifling them, deſired to haye the two laſt 
verſes of the 439th pſalm repeated; and then con- 


felled his an, A the ſpectators, deſiring that 


all of them would take warning by him and his 


fellow-ſufferers, and pray for him, After prayers 


were ended, and the cart juft ready to draw away, - 
Morris ſaid, he could not die quietly, unleſs he 
declared N religion had taught kim ſoyalty, end- 
ing his ſpeech by praying x to b leſs Queen 


Mary and the Prince of Wale 


were executed at Ty dum the 28th of 
June 1701, with William Ti ht, condemned for 
a burglary, and Chriſtian Ruſſel, for the murder 


* 0s battard child. 
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der and Robbery. 


FARMAN STRODTMAN was neige 
gut the Old Bailey on three different in- 


diements. The firſt was; for the murder of 


Peter Wolters his 'fellow-ſervant,. the 27th of 


April 1701. The ſecond, for breaking the 


houſe of Meffieurs Stein — Dorien, and ſteal- ; 


ing a watch and ſeveral other things, the Pro- 
perty 
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perty of the ſaid Peter Walter. And the third 
was, for ſtealing divers goods,. the property of 
Herman Frederick Dorien, on the day before. 
mentioned. 8 

The evidences, in their depoſitions, aſſerted, . 
that the' priſoner, having been, about three days 
before the fact was committed, diſcharged the 
ſervice of Meſſieurs Stein and Dorien, for ſome 
miſdemeanors, took a lodging at the Sun ale- 
houſe in Queen-ftreet, telling the maſter of the 
houſe that his father was a merchant in Saxony, 
that he came to England to learn the Engli 
tongue, and was to go from thence to the Weſt 
Indies, ſaying, that his cloaths were to come 
that night by the carrier : about eight o'clock he 
told the landlord, he was going to drink with 
ſome of his countrymen, and in all probability it 
would be late before he came home; but if he. 
ſhould ſtay out after eleven o'clock, they might 
go to bed and not expect him; which they. did, 
he not coming by that time. But about five or 
ſix o'clock the next morning, being Sunday, he 
came home, and brought a RE which he ſaid 
were his cloaths that he had fetched from the 
carriers; and carrying them up ſtairs, locked 
himſelf in the room: theſe cloaths were depoſed 
to be the deceaſed's. 

Mr. Stein depoſed, that the priſoner came to 
take away his cloaths on the Saturday; but he, 
not being at leiſure to inſpect into bis trunk, 
told him, he muſt come another time : Upon 
which the priſoner (as he thought) went away. 
But the next morning between four and five 
o'clock, the maid came to him, and informed 
him, that there was a ſmoak in the houſe, and, 
that ſhe ſuſpected ſome part of it was on fire: 


E 3 Upon 
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Upon which he, r perceived that the 
ſmoał came through the inks of the deceaſed's 
chamber door, he — went in, ſending 
the maid for a pail of water at the ſame time; 
and on entering the room ſaw the cheſt of drawers 
on fire, and threw the water on it in order te 
quench it, which he ſoon did: the maid then 
repaired;to the deceaſed's bed, in order to wake 
him, ſuppoſing him to be alleep ; but, on ſhak- 
him, found that he was de „though warm; 
upon which ay N iately ſent for a ſurgeon 
to bleed him. hen the ſurgeon came he could 
not make the deceaſed bleed; | but on taking aff 
His night - cap, they found a bruiſe on the left "ide 
his head near the eye; the ſkin not being broke, 
the ſurgeon made an inciſion, and found a great 
fracture, the ſkull being broken in three pieces. 
That then ſearching the cheſt of drawers, he ſaw 
the deceaſed's watch, cloaths, &c. were gone. 
Upon which he began to ſuſpect the priſoner's 
being concerned in the affair, and was reſolved 
te have him apprehended, which was effected the 
next day in Lombard Street, going to receive 
money upon a bill that they found in his 
pocket, Which was proved to be in the cuſtody of 
the deceaſed on the Saturday night before the fact 

was committed; and they fo 10 tins alſo ſeveral pick- 
lock keys abouthim, 

When he was firſt apprehended, he would not 
confeſs the fact, till ſuch time as they carried him 
| before Sir Humphry Edwin, when he confeſſed 
it, and where the goods and ſeveral other bills 
were, which they found at his lodgings according 
to bis direction. He owned that he got into the 
houſe by night, ſtaid in an empty room till one 
o'clock, then entered the deceaſed's chamber, and 

being 
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being buſy in ſtealing the things, heard the de- 
ceaſed ſtir; whereupon he took up a cane, and 
gave him the wound of Which he died, and af- 
terwards ſet fire to the cheſt of drawers with an 
intent to burn the houſe, making his eſcape out 
at a window into an empty houſe with the goods, 
where he ſtaid till the next morning, -becauſe he 
could not get out of Auſtin Ftiers, the gates of 
the place being kept locked till ſuch time as the 
watchmen went off in the morning. However, 
when upon his trial, he denied the fact, as well 
as the abovementioned” confeſſion, ſaying, that 
he made it upon the promiſe of Mr. ein, whe 
told him that he ſhould not ſtay an hour in Eng- 
land, for he would fend him to ſea, which in- 
duced him to take it upon himſelf rather than 
make a long defence. He pleaded at the bar, 
that he went to Camberwell, and from thence 
to the Red Houſe at Deptford; where he was met 
by a preſs-gang, who preſſed him; but he ſpeak- 
ing nothing but Dutch to them; they let him go : 
after this, e ſaid that he went to an alehouſe, 
where, falling in company wich a man called 
John the Painter, he told him that he was come 
away from his maſter, who had ſtoppedhis clothes, 
and deſired him to go along with him to fetch 
them, which he aid; and getting privately into 
the houſe, they ſtaid till one o'clock; and then 
vent into the deceafed's chamber, and that John 
the Painter ſtruck the deceaſed with a piece of 
wood; whereupon he told him he had done a 
very ill thing, and he would not be concerned 
any farther; and that the ſaid John the Painter 
took the goods, and ſet fire to the houſe, and 
they went away together; and coming to his 
landlord's door, he knocked, and the other * 
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the goods to him. But this ſtory not appearing” 


at all probable, the jury found him guilty, an 
he received ſentence of death accordingly. i 

After this he began to reflect on the heinouſ- 
neſs of his crimes; and when the Ordinary ac- 


ainted him that the dead warrant was come, 


and that he had but a few days to live, he re- 


plied, The Lord's will be done, I am willing 


to die, only I beg of God, that I may not (as 
« deſerve) die an eternal death, and though I die 


« here for my moſt heinous and enormous crimes, 
« yet I may, for the love of Chriſt, live eternally 
« with him in Heaven ;” adding, . God ble 
c the king, and all my honourable judges, they 
« have done me no wrong; but 'tis I have done 


« great wrong. The Lord be merciful to me, 


« a great ſinner, elſe I periſh.” Sometimes he 


was ready to deſpair of his ſalvation, fearing that 
his repentance was not great enough ; but then 
again would feel ,that comfort in his mind, as to 


hope that he was really made © forry after a 


e godly manner, that this godly ſorrow would 
« work in him repentance to ſalvation, not to be 


ce repented of.” In this frame of ſpirit he con- 


tinued during his confinement, and in his way to 


the place of execution, where he was obſerved to 


keep his hands lift up for ſome conſiderable time 


after the cart was drawn away. He delivered the, 


Ordinary a paper containing his confeſſion as 


follows. | 
In the year 1682, or a little before, I was 


born at Revel in Lifland, and had the happineſs 


to come of a good family ; my parents being of 
ſome account in the world, and alſo a godly and 


religious people, who took great care of my edu- 


About 


cation. 


partners in London. Peter Wolters and myſelf, 


having been fellow-travellers, and being now © - 


fellow-'preatices, we lived for ſome time v 
friendly N together, till about Augu 
laſt, when his fi 


for recreation. Upon this account I conceived 


an implacable hatred againſt him, and the devil 
put it into my heart to be revenged of him at any 
rate. Firſt I deſigned to do it by poiſon, haying 
to that purpoſe, mixed ſome mercury with a cer- 
tain white powder which he had always in a 
glaſs in his chamber, and of which he uſed to ; 
take a doſe very often for the ſcurvy : but it be- 
ing then winter-time (I think the latter end of 
December, or beginning of. January) 1 found he + 
had left off taking his powder; and fo I might 
wait long enough before I could ſee the effects of. 
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About the year 1694, my father ſent me to 
fchool to Lubeck, where F continued till Mi- 
chaelmas 1698. From thence I went to Ham- 
burgh, and ſtaid there till I ſet out for England. 
I arrived at London in March following, and 
(together with one Peter Wolters who came 
with me to England) was bound apprentice to 
Mr. Stein and Mr. Dorien, merchants, and 


fifter was married to one of our 
maſters, Mr. Dorien. Then he began to be ſo 
proud, and ſo very domineering over me, and 
abuſiwe to me, that I could not bear it. We had 
ſeveral fallings- out, and he did twice beat me, 
once before the maids in the kitchen, and at ano— 
ther time in the compting- houſe; and often 
complained, and told tales of me to my maſters 
thereby creating me their ill- will; ſo that tex 
kept me cloſe at home, and would not give me 
the ſame liberty, which my fellow- prentice and 

myſelf before had, of ſometimes going abroad 
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my poiſon if I Raid till he took that powder- 
again. Therefore I thought of another way to 
diſpatch - him, and this was by ſtabbing him. 
And as I was, or thought myſelf daily abuſed by 
him, ſo my hatred and ſpirit of revenge grew 
hotter againſt him every day; inſomuch that now 
I came to be apprehenſive, that if I continued 
longer in the houſe, þ could not forbear doing 
him open miſchief, and laying violent hands upon 
him. Whereupon I defired one of the maids to 
beg of my maſters to ſend me to the Weſt Indies; 
but they reſolving nothing in the matter, and 1 
being in haſte about it, ſhewed myſelf very un- 
eaſy under this uncertainty ; and my anger againſt ' 
niy fellow-'prentice did ſo increaſe, that the 
Dutch maid took notice of it to me, and gave 
me very good advice tobe meek, patient, and du- 
. tiful, which would have been very happy for me 
if I had taken, But I was under too great temp- 
tation to be in any condition of good admonition 
from friends. The great enemy of my ſoul Was 
now very buſy. about me, and would not let me 
reſt till I had executed this damnable deſign he 
had put me upon: on Good-Friday morning, 
my maſter ſending me of an errand, I took from 
. thence opportunity of going to Greenwich, with 
| a deſign to return home on Saturday; but being 
now unwilling to kill my fellow-apprentice be- 
fore he had received the ſacrament, which he 
was to do on Eaſter day, I went to Greenwich, 
and on the Saturda . letter to my maſters 
telling them (what the father of lies had dictated 
to me) that I was preſſed, and was to go to 
Chatham, and there to be put on board one of C 
tie king's ſhips on Eaſter Monday. Being ſtill at 
Greenwich, I was met there by a young 5 
wWno 


wc. Fy 


who knew me, and at his return to London told 
my maſters, that he thought I was not preſſed as 
I pretended. Upon which my maſter Stein went 
down to Chatham, to know certainly whether it 
was ſo or no, but could not find that any ſuch 
young man as myſelf had of late been preſſed 
there, or brought thither. 

On Eaſter day I went to church at Greenwich, 
both. morning and afternoon; but the Lord for- 
give me, my heart was then very far from being in- 
tent on what was good. Towards the evening 
I came to town, and lay that night at the Dol- 
phin inn without Biſhopſgate; and the next 
morning returned to Greenwich, and was there, 
and at Woolwich, up and down thereabouts, 
till the next Tueſday, when I came to town, and 
lay in Lombard-ftreet, and on Wedneſday morn- 
ing went down again to Greenwich. On 
Thurſday evening I came to town again, and re- 
turned to Greenwich no more. Upon this, 1 
went to my maſters, and told them by word of 
mouth, what I had writ to them before, namely, 
that I was preſſed. They ſaid, they could not 
believe it; for they had made an enquiry inte 
that matter upon the place, and found no ſuch 
thing; and were fo angry with me, that they bid 
me be gone. Upon which I went away, and 
took lodgings in Moorfields, and lay there that 
night and on Friday night; and on Saturday I 
took other Lodgings at the ſign of the Sun, an 
ale-houſe in Queen-ſtreet, London. Now I had 
a key of the fore-door of my maſter's houſe, 
which I got made for me a long time before 
Chriftmas, by that which was my maſters, that 
I might (unknown to them) go in and out when 
I pleaſed ; intending at firſt no other uſe On, | 

| | ut 
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but to have the liberty of taking my pleaſure 
abroad oftner than they would allow. But the 
devil at laſt taught me another uſe of this key. 
For by the help of it, I came to my maſter's i 
' houſe on Saturday in Eaſter week, about half an 
hour paſt eight at night; and being got in, I 
firſt hid myſelf behind the entry door, upon 
my hearing a noiſe of ſomebody going up ſtairs. 
Wen this was over, as I ſuppoſed the way was 
clear, I went up one pair of ſtairs firſt ; and 
entering the room where I uſed to lie, next te 
the compting houſe, I went to a tinder-box, 
1 ' ſtruck fire, and lighted a candle. Then I took 
my maſters dark lanthern that was there alſo, 
| and went up another pair of ſtairs, and having 
got into an empty room, adjoining to Peter 
 » Wolters chamber, — myſelf in there, where 
Il was no ſooner placed but I heard a noiſe, as if 
ſomebody was coming up. Upon which I put 
out my candle, and ſome time after fell aſleep, 
About 12 o'clock being awake, and ſuppoſing 
that by this time Peter Wolters and the reſt of 
the family were a- bed and faſt aſleep, after I had 
been ſome time hearkening, and perceived all 
was very quiet in the houſe, I went down again 
to my room one pair of itairs, where the tinder- 
box lay; and having ligated a candle a ſecond 
time, entered the compting-houſe, and there 
- took out ſeveral notes and bills, and ſome money; 
I then went up again two pair of ſtairs firſ, 
carrying with me a certain piece of Wood where. 
with giey uſed to beat tobacco, which I found 
in my chamber, When I was got up ſtairs, | 
ſprung into Peter Woiters chamber, and coming 
to his bed-ſide, opened the curtains, and, wit 
my tobacco-beater, knocked him on the head 
2-44 givin 
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giving four or five blows on the left fide of it, 
and another on the right. When I had given 
him the firſt blow, then my heart failed me; 
yet being afraid to be diſcovered by. the noiſe he 
made with groaning, I followed cloſe the firſt 
blow with three 'or four others, and then had 
not courage enough t& give him any more, 
Therefore to — groans, I took his pillow, 
and laying it on his mouth, preſſed it hard with 
my elbow, as I ſat on the fide of his bed ; and by 
this means ſtopt his breath, and ſtifled him. And 
thus it was I moſt barbarouſly murdered this 
poor creature, whom I intended (had this failed) 
to have ſhot to death, having — with me 
two piſtols ready charged for that wicked purpoſe. 
The Lord forgive me this ſin!“ When J per- 
ceixed that he was quite dead, I proceeded to 
ſearch his breeches and cheſt of drawers, and 
took a note of 20l. with ſome money, out of 
his pocket, which (with that I had taken out of 
"the compting-houſe) amounting to 8, or ql. 
Then I packed up ſome of his linen and woollen 
cloaths, and having made a bundle of chem, 
went down with it one pair of ſtairs, and threw 
it out of the window, into an uninhabited 
houſe, | 

Then I went up ſtairs again, and having cut 
my candle in two {both pieces being lighted) I 
ſet one in the cheſt of drawers, and the other on 
a chair cloſe by the bed-curtains, intending ta 
have burnt the houſe, in order to conceal by this 
heinous fact, the other two of theft and murder, 
which I had now molt barbarouſly committed. 
Then I went through a window into the houſe 
where I had flung my bundle, and ſtaying there 
tin about five in the morning, I went away with 
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that bundle to my lodgings in Queen: ſtreet, 
where I put on clean cloaths, and then went to 
the Sweeds church in Trinity-lane. There I 
heard the bill of thanks read which my maſters 
had put up for their own and their neighbours 
preſervation; at which my heart ſunk down, and 
had great check of conſcience, and could not 
forbear ſhedding tears, which I hid (all I could) 
from an acquaintance of my maſters, who was 
in the ſame pew with me, and told me that my 
maſters houſe had like to have been burnt the 
laſt night, it being ſet oñ fire by an accident yet 
unknown ; but the miſchief which it might have 
done, through God's mercy, was happily prevented 
by the Dutch maid, who firſt ſmelt the fire, and 
ſaw the ſmoak, and thereupon called her maſter, 
and fetched a pail of water, by which means it 

was preſently put out. | 
This he told me as we came out of church, 
and at parting we appointed to meet again at twe | 
o'clock upon the out-walks of the Royal Ex- 
change, in order to go together to the Dutch 
church in the Savoy. I went to the Exchange 
ee and waited a while, but he not 
coming I went alone to Stepney church. After 
church I walked in the fields towards Mile-end, 
where I ſaw at a diſtance, two Dutchmen that 
were hanged in Chains. Then I was ſtruck with 
ſome remorſe and fears, and ſaid to myſelf, 
Thou may'ſt come to be one of them, and be 
& made a like ſpectacle. to the world.” As I 
went on I came to Blackwall, and there ſaw an- 
ether perſon (a Captain of a French pirate, ) 
hanged in chains in that place. Then the ſame 
thoughts again returned upon me, viz. that it 
may come to my lot to have ſuch a er, 
end. 
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end. Thus previdence having led me to thoſe 
diſmal and ghaſtly objects, I came back to my 
lodging with heavy thoughts, but not at all 
awakened to repentance ; for I was in a ſpiritual 
flumber ; ſtill under the power and dominion of 
the devil, ſo as my heart did not relent at what 
J had done; but on the contrary, that if I had 
failed of murdering my fellow-'prentice in his bed, 
I would have deſtroyed him ſome other way ; and 
part! cularly deſigned to have piſtoled him, as he 
was going for his maſters letters to the poſt- 
houſe, or at his going back from thence, as 1 
had alſo once laid in wait under the arch in 
Auſtin-friars to have done it, if he had come out. 
at that time. Beipg come back from my diſ- 
tracted walks to my lodgings at the Sun ale-houſe. 
I ſupped and went to bed, after I had ſaid my 
prayers ; but, God knows, I was then in a ve 
unfit condition to pray: but the Lord has been 
infinitely gracious and merciful to me, in giving 
me a heart, as well as a mouth to pray; for 
which his glorious name be eternally praifed, 
The next day, being the ſecond Monday af- 
ter Eaſter, I went in the morning to the White 
Horſe-inn without Cripplegate, to receive money 
upon one of thoſe bills 1 had ſtolen out of my 
maſters heuſe, namely, the 20l. bill; but the 
man who ſhould have paid it, being - gone 
out, I was deſired to come again about twelve, 
which I did: in the mean time, I went to a 
Goldſmith that I knew in Lombard- ſtreet, who 
would have ſent me that morning with ſome 
money to his ſiſter, who was at boarding-ſchool 
at Greenwich ; but I told him I could not go 
before the next day, and then I would. Before 
I came away from him he told me, that a young 
man 
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man (one Green) had been there enquiring af- 
ter me. Upon which I defired him to tell that 
| 3 if he came again, that I would come 
back to leok for him there about one. Then I 

haſted to the Wh:te-horſe again, and found the 
party, but he told me he had no orders to pay 
the money upon that bill. With this anſwer [ 
returned to my lodgings, and when J had dined, 
I-went again to the Goldſmith's in Lombard- 
ſtreet, where I found my maſter- Stein with an- 
other gentleman, and my countryman Green. 
My maſter aſked me whether I would go will- 
ingly to his houſe, or be carried thither by two 
porters; I faid I would go. So after ſome queſ- 
tions about the horrid facts I had committed at 
his houſe, and my denying of them, I was 
ſearched, and the bill of 20l. which was in the 
deceaſed's pocket, was found upon me. Then 
he aſked me where I lay ; I told him in Moor- 
fields; we went there to my former lodgings ; 
but the people of the houfe told him I did not 
lie there now. 

By this my maſter finding I was unwilling to 
let him know where I had lain, or how I had 
diſpeſed of thoſe things which I had ſtolen out 
of his houſe, promiſed me, if I would confeſs, 
no harm ſhould ceme to me; for he would take 
care to ſend me preſently beyond ſea. Upon this 
I freely told him all the truth ; where I lay, and 
where thoſe goods of his were. He ſoon after 
took coach, and carried me to uy lodgings in 
Queen-ftreet, where he reccived the bills, cloaths, 
money, and all that I had thus ſtolen, and then 
carried me to Sir Humphry Edwin, who, upon 
his examination of me, and my own confeſſion 
ef all thoſe facts, did (moſt juſtly, I muſt ac- 

knowledge 
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knowledge it, and che proyidence of God in it) 
commit me to Newgate. This only I will fay, 
that had 1 been tried the firſt ſeſſions after m 
being there, I would have pleaded guilty, as 
was adviſed to do by the Miniſter of Newgate, 
and others my, ſpiritual teachers and good people. 
But I was taught, by ſome perſons in Newgate, 
to deny all upon my trial, they framing for me, 
and induſtriouſly teaching me, the ſtory of John 
the Painter, and all that ſtuff, which I then al- 
ledged at the bar for my defence : all which I 
now confeſs to be utterly falſe in every part of 
it, I not knowing any ſuch perſon as John the 
Painter in the world; and none being privy to, 
or aiding me in thoſe helliſh crimes of mine, but 
the devil who, had put me upon them. And this 
I do not only confeſs with ſincerity, but heartily 
repent of, and with the greateſt ſorrow and hu- 
mility beg God's pardon for my having endea- 
voured with preſumptuous lies, to coneeal 
what God would have brought to light, and 
openly puniſh me for in this world, that I. might 
(I hope) avoid eternal puniſhment in the next. 
1 therefore give him the greateſt thanks I am ca- 
pable ef, for the time and opportunity, and 
grace he. has given me to repent, and to be re- 
conciled to hin, through the blood of my Savi- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt: and J earneſtly pray him to 
bleſs all thoſe who have been inſtrumental to my 
apprehenſion and condemnation, as well as of 
my converſion : to bleſs. the King with a long 
lite, and profperous reizn -upon earth, and to 
give him at laſt the immortal crown. of glory: 
to bleſs al! my Judges, whoſe juſtice to me J 
again acknowledge, and my unjuſt denial to them, 
a of the facts I ſtood charged with before them, I 
Fg humbly 


”** 


54 Trial ef Capt. WII LIIAM Kipp, : 


humbly aſk their pardon for. And I pray God 
in my heart, to remember his mercy to my poor 
father (if yet alive) and my ſiſters and brothers, 
- with all the reſt of my friends and relations; to 
bleſs and proſper my maſters and their family; 
to pardon all my enemies (if I have any) and 
pour down his bleſſings upon all good people of 
God; upon his church, theſe nations and the 
whole world; and to have infinite mercy upon 
my ſinful ſoul. i A 
This I implore on the bended knees of my 
heart, overwhelmed with grief, and bathed in 
| _ tears of a ſincere repentance; acknowledgin 
| that if God was no more merciful to me than 1 
was to that poor creature whom I barbarouſly 
murdered, I ſhould be undone to all eternity. 
But he is infinitely good and gracious, who will 
not ſuffer my foul to periſh. Therefore I will 
magnify him as long as I live; and within a few 
hours, fing with the bleſſed Saints above, the 
© Joyful ſong of deliverance and of praiſe, and 
hallelujah to him my heavenly Father, and to 
my dear Redeemer, for evermore. Amen and 
Amen, . 42 $67 
| Newgate, HARMAN STRODTMAN, 
June 17, 1701. E $4 
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| An Account of Capt. WILLIAM Kipp, bis 
Piracies, Trial, and Execution. 


T a feffions of admiralty held at the Old 

\ Bailey, May 8, 1701, Capt. William Kidd, 

with ſeveral others, was tried for piracy 9 5 
TS, 5 mitt 
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' mitted on the High Seas, and being thereof 
lawfully convicted, received ſentence of death. 
Capt. Kidd (though his affair made a great 
noiſe in the world at the time while it was in 
agitation) was a very inſignificant fellow, of an 
TR birth, mean parts, and in his perſon 
made a very indifferent appearance, looking ra- 
ther like a butcher than a ſeaman ; and his man- 
ners were brutal to an uncommon degree. He 
had ſpent the beſt part of his life at ſea, and ſe- 
veral years at New York, where he became 
maſter of a little veſſel, in which he traded with 
the pirates, got into a thorough "acquaintance 
with their haunts, and could give a good account 
of them. He did not want courage, nor at the ſame 
time did he abound. in it. He was well enough 
pleaſed to make money by the pirates, and would 
have been as well pleaſed if he could have made 
money by hanging them. "1:0 
When he was among thoſe peeple, he talked 
and lived as profligately as they did ; but at other 
times he as hc. 4 to honeſty, and gave out that 
it would be a very eaſy matter to deſtroy all this 
wicked crew, and to prevent their grewing up 
again. This eccaſioned his being taken notice of 
by ſome eminent planters, who conceived a better 
opinion of him than he deſerved, which procured 
him the countenance he afterwards met with ; 
but his fooliſh and vicious behaviour drew a great 
deal of trouble upon thoſe who honoured him 
with their protection, as well as infamous death 
on himſelf, But before we enter into theſe par- 
ticulars, it will be requiſite to ſhew the ſituation 
of things when he firſt appeared on the public 
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_ [There hall been, for many years, very loud 
and juſt complaints of piracies in the Weſt In- 
dies, which, for the fake of the profit made by 
purehaſing their ill-gotten goods, had met with 
0 much encouragement from the- inhabitants of 
our plantations. This induced king William, 
in the year 1695, to declare the earl of Bella- 
mont, a nobleman of Ireland, and a perſon of 
great worth and hondur, governo of New York, 
and of New England, believing him to be a pro- 
per perſon to reſtrain ſuch miſchiefs, and, in 
time, he put an end to the complaints made 
about them. After he was raiſed to this ſtation, 
and before he ſet out for his government, he be- 
gan to enquire into the moſt proper methods for 
ng theſe abuſes, and! repreſented it to 
one Col. Levingſton, a gentleman of confide- 
-rable- property in New York, as a thing which 
nearly concerned the honour of that plantation. 
This induced the colonel to mention to his lord- 
mip one captain Kidd, 'who was then lately ar- 
rived from New York, in a ſloop of his own, as 
a brave, bold fellow, who knew moſt of the py- 
©rates'haunts, and might therefore be employed 
againſt them with great probability of ſucceſs. 
The earl readily approved of the ſcheme, and 
knowing how much the king had the buſineſs at 

heart, mentioned it to his Majeſty, who ap- 
plauded his deſign, and recommended it to the 
board of admiralty : but the public affairs being 
" then in a perplexed ſituation, and great Jifficul- 
ties found in manning the fleet, tie board, thb 


they ſignified their approbation of the thing, 
thought: fit to lay it aſide, © Oo 

Col. Levingſton having exact information of 
all that had paſſed, applied himſelf a ſecond time 
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to the earl of Bellamont, and offered an amend- 
ment to his firſt project. He obſerved, that this 
was a thing that would admit of no delay; and 
ſince the public could not immediately undertake 
the intended expedition, it might not be amiſs, if 
ſome perſons of diſtinftion ſhould venture to 
carry it into execution at their own expefice. 
This, too, was attended with much difficulty ; 
out at laſt it was agreed, that the lord chancellor 
(then lord Somers) the duke of Shrewſbury, the 
earl of Romney, the earl of Oxford, and ſome 
other perſons, together with col. Levingſton and 
Kidd, who were to have between them a fifth 
of the whole undertaking, ſhould raiſe 6000l. for 
the expence of the voyage. The king was ſo 
well pleaſed with the thing, and thought it of ſo 
mueh benefit to the publick, that he promiſed 
to contribute to it; and therefore a tenth part of 
the goods taken from pirates was reſerved to. his 
Majeſty, in the grant made; the reſt to the per- 
ſons engaged in fitting out Kidd, But when the 
buſineſs was brought to bear, the king could not 
advance the money conveniently, by which 
means the perſons abovementioned were obliged 


to be at the whole expence. Capt. Kidd had a 


commuſhon in the common form to take and 
ſeize pirates, and bring them to juſtice, without 
any ſpecial clauſe or proviſo whatever. He 
knew none of the adventurers but lord Bella- 
mont, who introduced him to the earl of Ox- 
ford, and another perſon carried him to the earl 
of Romney. As for the reſt, he never ſaw 
them. And ſo little of ſecrecy or management 
was there in this buſineſs, that he had no in- 
ſtructions, either public or private, only the earl 
of Bellamont gave him ſailing orders, in which 

he 
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he was directed to act according to the letter of 


his commiſſion. 


Thus furniſhed, Capt. Kidd failed in the Ad- 


venture Galley towards the end of the year 1695, 
for New York, and, in his way, took a French 


prize. From thence he failed to the Madeira, 


then to Bonaviſta and St. Iago, from whence he 
proceeded to Madagaſcar ; from thence he cruiſed 


at the entrance of the Red Sea; but effecting 


nothing, he failed to Callicut, and took a ſhip 
of 150 tons ; the maſter and three or four of 
the crew were Dutchmen, the reſt Moors. This 
ſhip he earried to Madagaſcar ; from thence he 
failed again, and, about five weeks after, took 
the Quedah Merchant, of 400 tons; the maſter 
was one Wright, an Engliſhman : ſhe had on 
board two Dutch mates, and a French gunner ; 
the crew were Moors; in all about ninety per- 
ſons. The ſhip he carried to St. Maries, near 
Madagaſcar, and there he ſhared the goods with 
his crew, forty ſhares to his own uſe. Here 


ninety of his crew, who were 151 in all, left 


him, and went on board the Mocha Merchant, 
an Eaſt India Company ſhip, which had turned 
pirate; and there was every grain as much rea- 
ſon to charge that company with the piracies the 
Mocha Merchants crew committed, as there 
was to charge Kidd's Adventurers with his. He 
and his men burnt his own ſhip, the Adventure 
Galley, at St. Maries, and they all went on 
board the Quedah Merchant, and failed for the 
Weſt Indies. Being denied ſuccour at St. Au- 

illa, and St. Thomas's, he ſailed to Moua, 
ying between Porto Rico and Hiſpaniola ; and 
there, by the means of one Bolton, he got ſome 


proviſions from Curaſſau. He bought a ſloop of 


Bolton, 
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Bolton, in which 8 part of his goods, 
and left the Quedah Merchant, in truſt with 
Bolton, and ſeventeen or eighteen men in her. 
In this ſloop he touched at ſeveral places, and 
diſpoſed of a great part of his goods, and at laſt 
came to Boſton in New England, where the earl 
of Bellamont ſeized him, and what goods he had 
left; for this fellow either had, or pretended to 
have, a notion, that the Quedah Merchant being 
manned by Moors, was a lawful prize, though 
there was no proof that the commander of her, 
and his crew, had committed any piracy on the 
Engliſh, or any other European, or indeed Indian 
nation, . 

As ſoon as this was done, his lordſhip ſent 
advice of his taking Capt. Kidd to England, and 
deſired that a ſhip might be ſent to bring him 
home. This was accordingly complied with; 
but the Rocheſter, which was the ſhip employed 
in this ſervice, being diſabled, was forced to re- 
turn, which heightened the clamour that had 
been already raiſed about this tranſaction. | 

The ſource of this clamour, undoubtedly, was 
2 private pique to particular perſons, which in- 
duced ſome warm men fo put a queſtion in the 
Houſe of Commons, that the letters patent 
granted to the earl of Bellamont, and others, 
of pirates goods, were diſhonourable to the king, 
againſt the law of nations, contrary. to the laws 
and ſtatutes of this realm, an invaſion of pro- 
perty, and deſtructive to commerce. This was 
carried in the negative; but it did not hinder 
thoſe from charging lord Somers and the earl of 
Oxford, for countenancing pirates; and te give 
ſome colour to this groundleſs, improbable 
charge, as ſoon as it was known the Rocheſter 

h Was 
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was returned, it was ſuggeſted, that the ſending 
that ſhip was mere colluſion, that the earl of 
Bellamont was as deep in this affair as the reſt ; 
and upon this a motion was made, and carried 
in the Houſe of Commons, for an addreſs to his 
Majeſty, that Kidd might not be tried till next 
ſeſſions of parliament, and that the earl of Bel- 
lamont might be directed to ſend home all exa- 
minations, and other papers, relating to this bu- 
ſineſs; which the king promiſed very readily. 
One would have imagined, that the return of 
Kidd to England, who was ſent home with ſuch. 
a load of evidence as might have hanged a dozen 
men, would have put an end to the noiſe raiſed 
about it; and yet the 2 proved true, not- 
withſtanding all the pretenſions the government 
could take to prevent it. Capt. Kidd was ſent 
for to the Houſe of Commons, aid examined at 
the bar, where he made a very indifferent figure, 
and was, beſides, a little in liquor; upon which 
one of the members, that had been moſt forward 
in bringing him down, could not help ſaying 
in a paſſion, D---n this fellow, I thought he 
had been only a knave, but he unluckily 
proves a fool too.” This ſcheme not taking 
effect, they had recourſe to another, which was, 
to alledge, that when Kidd was brought down 
to the houſe, he had a conference with the chan- 
cellor, and ſeveral other lords, in the earl of 
Hallifax's dining-room : but, upon a ſtrict exa- 
mination, this was diſcovered to be a falfehood, 
though ſupported by ſore depoſitions of ſcanda- 
lous people. Yet, notwithſtanding this detection, 
it was reſolved to impeach the earl of Oxford, 
chiefly for being an accomplice with Kidd the 
pirate; and accordingly ſeveral articles were 
drawn, 
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drawn, ſetting forth the confederacy between 
them, wherein his Lordſhip is not only charged 
for being protector of Kidd, and owner of his 
ſhip, and one who gave him inſtructions for his 
voyage, but alſo with weakening the royal navy, 
in order ts furniſh this man with ſailors proper 
for his purpoſe. | 

Theſe articles were agreed to by the Houſe of 
Commons on the 8th of May 1701, the very 
day that Kidd was put upon his trial for piracy 


at the Old Bailey, where he was convicted with 


many of his companions, and ſoon after executed; 
but could never be prevailed upon to charge any 
of the noble perſons who were his owners, with 
having any thing to do with his proceeding. Yet 
after his death, the Commons, in an impeach- 
ment, by them preferred againſt John, Lord 
Somers, charged him, as Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal of England, in conjunction with the 
Earl of Bellamont, governor of New York and 
of New England, and others then in great ſta- 
tions, and in high power and authority, for 
ſealing a commiſſion to one William Kidd, a 
perſon of very bad fame and reputation, fince 
convicted of piracy, and with procuring a grant 
of pirates goods taken by the ſaid William Kidd, 
under colour of the ſaid Commiſſioners, in truſt 
for himſelf, under other perſons, with abundance 
more to the ſame purpoſe, intended purely to 
hurt that lord's character, and render it impofii- 
ble for his majeſty to employ him longer in his 
ſervice ; though his Lordſhip, conſcious of his 
own innocence, took every meaſure poſſible to 
have brought this matter to a fair, open, and 
ſpeedy trial. | 
VoI. I. G Thus 
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Thus far we have conſidered the conduct of 
Capt. Kidd in a general light, and as he ap- 
peared on the public ſtage; it is now time to re- 
turn to his private fortune, which was ſuch as 
he deſerved; for having been convicted with Ga- 
briel Loft, Hugh Parrot, and Darby Mulleirs, 
at an Admiralty ſeſſions, held at the Old Bailey, 
on the 8th and gth of May, 1701, he was or- 
dered to ſuffer at Execution dock on the 23d of 
the ſame month. As to his behaviour, take it 
in the words of the Ordinary. i ; 

Capt. William Kidd was about 56 years of 
age, born in Scotland. I found him unwilling 
to confeſs the crimes he was convicted of, or de- 
clare any thing, otherwiſe than that he had been 
a great offender, and lived without any due conſi- 


deration, either of God's mercy or judgment, or 


of his wonderful works which had been often. 
ſet before him ; that he never remembered to re- 
turn him thanks for the many great deliverances 
he had received from him, nor called himſelf to 
account for what he had done; and now he owns 
that God is a juſt God, and he a vile and 
wretched ſinner. He ſays, he repents of all his 
ſins, and hopes to be faved through the merits of 


Chriſt; and that he died in charity with all the 


. world. 


At the place of execution, I found he was in- 
flamed with drink, which had ſo diſcompoſed 
his mind, that it was very unfit for the great 
work before him, and not ſo concerned and af- 
fected as he ought to have been, It is true, he 
ſpoke ſome words, and expreſſed his confidence 
in God's mercies- through Chriſt, and that he 
died in charity; but ſti!] J ſuſpected ſincerty, 
decauſe he reflected more upon others than upon 

himſelf, 
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himſelf and endeavoured to lay his faults upon 
his crew and ethers, in the ſame manner as he 
did upen his trial ; and was unwilling to own 
the juſtneſs of his condemnation, or ſo much as 
the providence of God, who,. for his fins, had 
deſervedly brought him to this untimely end. 

But here I muſt take notice of a remarkable 
accident that happened. The rope, with which 
Capt. William Kidd was tied, broke, and falling 
to the ground, he was taken up alive; and by 
this means had opportunity to conſider more of 
that eternity which he was to be launched into. 
When he was brought up, and tied again to the 
tree, I ſhewed him the great mercy of God in 
giving him unexpectedly this further reſpite, that 
ſo he might improve the few moments, thus hap- 
pily allotted him, in perfecting his farther re- 
pentance. Now I found him in a much better 
temper than before, and preſſed him, before it 
was too late, to embrace the mercy of God, now 
again offered him, on the eaſy conditions of 
ſtedfaſt faith, true repentance and perfect charity; 
which now indeed he did ſo freely and fully ex- 
preſs, that I hope he was hearty and ſincere in 
it. Then having prayed with him, I left him 
with greater ſatisfaction than I did before. 
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The Life, Trial, and Confeſſion of TH MA 
Cook, for the Murder of John Cop er, 
4 Conſtable.” 


TOMAS COOK was indicted at the Sef- 
ſicns at the Old Bailey, May 22, 1703, , 


for the murder of Jehn Cooper, a conſtable, by 
| 2 ; giving 
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giving him a mortal wound with a rapier in his 
body near the left pap, on the 12th of May 
1702, of which he languiſhed till the 16th, and 

then died. 75 
The evidence depoſed, that a warrant being 
iſſued out by the Juſtices to the high conſtable, 
for ſuppreſſing vice and immorality, in purſuance 
of her Majeſty's declaration, he accordingly ſent 
his ſummons to the other conſtables, who met, 
and going to May-fair a tumult aroſe, and that 
the other conſtables having ſeized on the pri- 
ſoners wife (it coming to his ears, who was then 
at home at his own houſe, he ſwore he. would 
have the blood of ſome of them before he came 
eut of the fair, and thereupon ſhut up his houſe, 
and going into the fair, he, with a drawn ſword 
in his hand, and a mob of about 30 ſoldiers, &c. 
ot over a bank, and ſtood in defiance of the 
conſtables, huzzaing, and throwing brickbats at 
them; but Mr. Cooper aproaching near them, 
they leaped over the bank, and purſued the con- 
ſtables to the ſheep-pens, and Mr. Cooper being 
hindmoſt they overtook him, cut and wounded 
him ſo that he died; that the priſoner had a 
ſword in his hand, and afterwards the conſtables 
ſtaff; and the mob overpowering the conſtables, 
they eſcaped : that being informed the priſoner 
was the perſon that killed him, they went to ap- 
prehend him, and three days after met him in 
their way to the fair ; and he, perceiving them, 
drew his ſword, made ſeveral paſſes at them, 
waved it over his head, ran into the fair, 
made his eſcape, and got over to Ireland; and 
being in a pulic houſe, and talking with a man 
who taught the ſmall ſword, the priſoner ſwore 
very profanely. Upon which the maſter 1 25 
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removed by a Habeas Corpus to London, and 
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houſe rebuked him, telling him, there were ſome 
people in the houſe. who would take him up for 
it; to whom he replied, were there any of the 
informing dogs in Ireland? for ſaid he, we in 


London drive them, for at a fair called May- 
„ fair, there Was a noiſe, and I went out to 


„ ſee, and there were fix ſoldiers and myſelf, 
te the conſtables played their parts with their 
« ſtaves, and I made mine, and when the man 
« dropt, I wiped my ſword, put it up, and 
« went away.” Having ſeveral times told of 
this exploit in a boaſting. manner, he was at laſt _ 
apprehended and ſent to Cheſter, and from thence 
ſo 
to the Old Bailey. * 
This being the ſum of the evidence agai 
the priſoner, he, in his defence, pleaded,” that 
he was diſabled, having played a prize the 29th 
of April before, and was fo wounded, that it 
was not likely he ſhould be concerned in any 
ſuch action; and as for the woman that was 
taken up for his wife, he diſowned her, ſaying, 
ſhe was only his bar-keeper,” and that as ſoon 


as ſhe came back, fhe ſhut up his houſe, and 
went to another. But the evidence being po- 

ſitive that he was the man, the Jury found him 
' guilty of the indictment, and he received ſen- 


. 


tence of death accordingly. 
Thomas Cook, the prize-fighter, commonly 
known by the name of The Butcher of Glou- 


ceſter, was about thirty-five years of age, and 
| born at Glouceſter of honeſt parents, who ſent 


him up to London at the age of about fifteen, 


where he was put apprentice. to a barber-ſur- 


geon, with whom, having..ſerved about two 


years, he run away, and got into the ſervice of 
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's -(quire Needham, page of honour to king Wil- 
1 lam: — mother ſending for him into the 
| country, telling him a 's ſervice was 
no — he dn to Glouceſter, 
and ſet up the trade of a butcher, which he fol- 
lowed for many years, and ſerved maſter of the 
company of butchers in that city; but being (as 
He ſaid) tos much emboldened with courage, he 
thought no man better than. himſelf, and ſo 
took up the ſword, and followed the exerciſe of 
prize- fighting for ſeveral years, till apprehended 
and indicted for the murder of John Cooper the 

h "conſtable, as before related. 0 -— "ears 
| Mhile under ſentence, he ſhewed great ſigns 
of remorſe of conſcience, and penitence for the 
' fins of his paſt life: owned, that in the ſeveral 
employments he had followed, he had frequently 
been unjuſt, had ſtolen ſheep, been a grievous 
„ dinner, a great fwearer, a drinker, an adulterer, 
a profane and lewd wretch, a ſworn enemy to 
thoſe who were employed in the reformation of 
manners; that for ſeveral years paſt he had made 

it his buſineſs to fight prizes, an exerciſe which 
the pride of his heart carried him to, and 
which he now looked upon as heatheniſh and 
- barbarous, which, with all the wicked practices 
of his life, eſpecially his flight of religion, he 

did deſert and abhor; and begged of God 
not to remember againſt him the fins of his 
youth; but to forgive him all his fins, which 
were indeed many and great. But as to the 

fact he was to die for, he poſitively denied it; 
ſaying, he heartily forgave thoſe perſons who 
had ſworn againſt him; declaring he was in per- 

fe& peace and charity with all mankind, i 
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He being in this diſpoſition, and deſiring to 
receive the ſacrament, it was adminiſtered to 
him July 2, which he received with a great 
deal of ſeeming devotion 5 and was then, with 
the reſt of the criminals that were to ſuffer, car- 
ried towards T yburn in order for execution. 

When he had got as far as Bloomſbury, there 
came a reprieve for him till Friday the 23d of 
the ſame month, and he was again carried, back 
to Newgate. The Ordinary, on his return 
from the execution of the other maletactors, 
went to viſit him in the condemned hole, and 
found him at prayers, in which he ſeemed very 
earneſt and devout, and ſaid he was not affected 
with this temporal life, and would have been 

well contented te have died with his condemned 
tellow-priſoners. But that it happening other- 
wiſe, he deſired, however, to have gone through 
to the place of executien, that he might have 
joined in prayer with them, and be himſelf 
raiſed to a higher pitch of devotion; but the offi- 
cers would not permit him. 

Being come back to Newgate, ſome of his 
friends would have rejoiced and made merry 
with him, on account ef his reprieve; .but he 
would not conſent to it, defiring privacy and re- 
tirement from all perſons, except ſuch as could 
aſſiſt his devotions, that he might more carefully 
improve that ſmall addition of time to a higher 
degree of repentance and contrition-for his | 

'T hat reprieve being expired, there came an- 
ether till the 11th of Auguſt, during which 
interval, he ſpent his time in a conſtant practice 
ef devotion. On the 6th of Auguſt an order 
came down for his. execution -on. the 11th, 
which the Ordinary ſignified to him, but did 
not 
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-not perceive him at all moved or troubled at 


it; but ſaid he was very willing to die, ſince it 
was the will of God he ſhould. 


either to the living or dead, in that information 


At the place of execution he read to the 


| ſpectators, and gave the Ordinary his dying 


ſpeech; in which, after giving an account of 
his paſt miſpent life, he added : but as to what 


I die for, I do declare before God and all the 
world, I die innocent. There was one witneſs 
; depoſed upon oath, © That he ſaw me lock up 


„ my doors, and go towards the fair with a 


„ ſword in my hand.” And there was one Jo- 
nathan Sheppard, who declared upon . oath, 
„ 'That he ſaw me in the middle of the mob with 

a a naked ſword in my hand.” And there was a 

| © beadle declared alſo, upon oath, © That he ſaw 
me with a ſword in my hand bloody.” And 
there was one Mr. Deering, who likewiſe de- 
clared, upon oath, ©* That I told him in Ire- 
land, than when the conſtable dropt, I wiped 
my ſword, put it up, and went away.” 


Which I declare I never ſaid, nor ſpoke any 


ſuch words to him in all my life. And further, 
I do declare, as I expect mercy. from God, I 
had no ſword in my hand at the fair that day, 


and did not ſo much as lift up my hand either 


for or againſt any perſon when the conſtable was 
_ * killed, | 


But notwithſtanding this, Arthur Chambers, 


who was tried for the murder of Mr. Cooper 


the conſtable, when he and Richard Morris were 


at the place of execution, they both declared to 
. the Ordinary, that the informations they had 


given to Mr. Billers were true, and Chambers 
ſaid particularly, he had in his done no injury 


that 


— 
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that related to the riot in May-fair, when Mr. 
Cooper the conſtable was murdered, in which 
he declared, that Thomas Cook, who ſuffered 
for it with ſuch an air of ſeeming repentance, 
and to his laſt breath denied it, was concerned 
in it, | 
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The Trial of Jonn PRTER DraMaTTI, 
for the Murder of his Wife. 


OHN PETER DRAMATTI was indicted | 
at the Old Bailey, May 1703, for the mur- 
der of Frances his wife. 

It appeared by the evidences, that the priſoner 
at the time of his commitment, was ſervant to 
the Lord Haverſham, who lived then at Kenſing- 
ton, and coming home bloody that night the 
murder was committed, was examined by his 
lordſhip and the family, how he came in that 
condition ? he anſwered, that coming over the 
park, he met with two men who ſet upon him 
and would have robbed him of his cloaths, which 
obliged him to defend himſelf, ſaying, he had 
broke one of their heads. This anſwer ſatisfied 
them for that night. But the next day, the ſer- 
vants hearing a paper cried about, giving an ac- 
count of a barbarous murder committed .near 
bloody-bridge, Chelſea, they acquainted their 
lord with it, telling him, they ſuppoſed Dramatti 
had killed his wife, he having come home thg | 
night before bloody, with his ſword broke, 
the hilt bruiſed, and his cane ſhattered, eſpecially 
| | rTememe 
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remembering, that when ſhe was at the houſe, 
they heard her complain of bad uſage. Upon 
this his lord, in order to employ him, and that 
he might not miſtruſt any thing, ordered him te 
get the coach ready, and in the mean time ſent 
for a conſtable, whe having apprehended him, 
on ſearching him found his wife's coif in his 
coat pocket ; .and coming to London in order to 
go before a juſtice; in the coach by the way, he 
acknowledged the fact to the conſtable, and being 
aſked for What raaſon he killed her, he anſwered, 
becauſe ſhe was a wicked woman, and had 
cheated him, in telling him when he married 
her, ſhe was of the Blood-royal of France, and 
would maintain him-without working ; inſtead 
2 which, he was obliged to work to maintain 

er. c 

The deceaſed was found murdered in a ditch, 
between Hyde- park and Chelſea, lying upon her 
belly, and there was a track of blood for about 
twenty yards from a place where a piece of 
a ſword (which fitted the other part which the 
priſoner had) was found ſticking in the bank, 
and that ſhe had one and twenty wounds in her 
head and neck, one of which went into her 
wind-pipe, and another behind the ear which 
went into her mouth, beſides a great many more 
in other parts of the body. | 

It was likewiſe depoſed, that late the night 
after the murder was committed, he went into. 
his lord's chamber when he was in bed, which 
is ſuppoſed was to rob him of Gold which was 
there, and afterwards make his eſcape ; and that 
his lord aſking who it was, and what was his 
| buſineſs, he pretended to come there for ſome- 
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All he had to ſay in his defence on his trial 
was, that ſhe followed him and provoked him to 
it. Whereupon the jury found him guilty of 
wilful murder, 

The Ordinary's account of him is as follows: 
John Peter Dramatti, ſaid he, was about 30 years 
of age, born of honeſt and religious parents, and 
brought up in the proteitant religion at Saverdun, 
in the county of Foix, in the province of Lan- 
guedon in France. That about nine years ſince, 
he left his own country, on account of the-per- 
ſecution there, and went to Geneva, and from 
thence to Germardy, where he ſerved for ſome 
time, in the Llector of Brandeburgh, now the 
King of Pruflia's Horſe-grenadiers ; and leaving 
that employment about eight years ago, was 
admitted into Lord Haverſham's ſervice, in which 
he ſtaid twelve months, and then left it to go a 
ſoldier in Col. de la Miere's regiment, under the 
command of Capt. de la Cour; and having made 
two campaigns to Flanders, the regiment was 
commanded to Ireland, where it was broke, and 
Dramatti diſcharged. Upon which having got 
a ſlight acquaintance with one Frances Morris, 
who giving herſelf out as a great fortune, and 
even of Royal extraction, he preſently married 
her, not only for her wealth, but becauſe ſhe 
underſtood the Engliſh and Iriſh, of both which 
he himſelf was ignorant. After his marriage, 
he ſocn found ſhe had catched him, and not he 
her: ſhe having nothing to live upon, he took a 
ſmall farm about ten Miles off Cork, which he 

rented for fiſty pounds, intending to turn huſ- 

| Landman ; but being wholly unacquainted with 
that kind of buſineſs he could make nothing of 
it. Upon this, he went to Corke, and being a 
Skinner, 
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Skinner, he worked at his trade, and ſettled 
there. But after a twelvemonth's trial, this not 
turning to account, the returned to England, and 
was entertained by the noble Lord he had ſerved 
before, and continued in that ſervice with appro- 
bation to the day of his committment. 
As to the murder of his wife, the account he 
ve of it was this, viz. That ſhe being very 
uneaſy to live from him, as ſhe did, would have 
had him taken her with him to his noble lord's, 
which he would not do, ſaying, his lordſhip 
knew nothing of their marriage. Then ſhe 
would have perſuaded him to leave his ſervice z 
but he ſaid, he thought it not convenient to do 
that neither, as having a very good lord, whom 
he loved, and without whoſe aſſiſtance, he did 
not know what ſhift he could make to live. 
This anſwer made his wife ſtill more uneaſy; 
and (without the leaſt cauſe for it, as he ſaid) 
ſhe diſcovered her jealouſy of him, fancying he 
had placed his affections on ſome other woman; 
and this jealouſy roſe to ſuch a height at laſt, 
that it became inſupportable to both of 
them. To which an accident that then happen- 
ed, did not a little contribute. It was this: 
about Chriſtmas laſt he fell ſick of a fever, and 
Was, by his lord's orders, carefully looked after, 
as well for phyſic as attendance. But his wife 
coming one day to fee him, would have had him 
away, but he would not conſent to it; and a 
fervant-maid being with him in his chamber, who 
had brought him ſome water-gruel, ſhe preſently 
concluded, that was his love; and upon this, 
repeated her importunities to perſuade him to 
leave that houſe, and be with her. He replied, 


that ſo long as his lord was ſo kind te him, and 
provided 
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provided, for kim ſo well, and. to keep him while 
he was ſick, he did not think it fit, by any 
means to -zemave, to go and ſtawe with her. 
Which anſwer ſerved but to. inflame her paſſion; 


* 


and looking on his denial as the effect of ſome 
ſecret amours, with that maid, or ſome other in 
the family, ſhe reſolved to give him no reſt, h 
{though innbcently) had thus diſturbed hers. 
When he was recovered of his illneſs, he viſited 
her now and then at his lodgings ; but his ſer- 
vice would not permit him to make thoſe viſit, 
ſo long, or ſo frequent as ſhe deſired ; and when 
his lord took lodgings at Kenſington, Dramatti 
had ſe much bufineſs, and was in ſuch haſte and 
hurry, occaſioned by the removal, that he had 
no time to ſee his wife, and let her know &f it 
before he went; and when ſhe came to hear of 
it by other means, {he was in a great paſſion, 
and came to Kenſington, to reproach him with 
his unkindneſs to her; though he ſaid he always 
took care to provide for her, ſo far as his capa- 
city enabled him, and had given her three gui- 
neas not long before her death, and always went 
to ſee her as often as he could. But that would 
not ſatisſy her, ſhe wanted him to keep a ſhop, 
and live at home with her, which he was no 
After many debates and contentions about this 
matter it fell out, that on that fatal day, the gth - 
of June laſt, he being ſent by his maſter on ſome 
errand to town, and his buſineſs being towards 
Soho, he called upon his wife, and as he was 
oing away, ſhe took hold of him and would not 
t him go: but getting off, he went towards 
Charing-croſs, whither /ſhe followed him, till 
with much perſuaſion (he telling her he was go- 
Vol. I. 3 ing 


the ears in good earneſt; an 
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ing to his lord in Spring-garden) ſhe ſcemed to 


yield to his deſire of her returning home, ins 
Read of Which, ſhe waited ror him at _— 


park gate, to catch him in his way to Kenſing- 


ton, and in the evening there ſtopped him, and 
would not let him go any further, unleſs he took 
her along with him. 


| im e told her, that his lord 
knowing nothing of his having a wife, it would 


look very ill for him to bring her at that time of 


night into his lordſhip's lodgings, and might oc- 


ſion his lord's diſpleaſure, and his own diſmiſſion 


from his ſervice'; and therefore deſired her to get 
home as faſt as ſhe could. But all his arguments 
had no other effect upon her; but to make her 
more earneſt to follow him. She would go 
„ (ſhe faid) in ſpite of his teeth, or elſe ſhe 
.«< would have his life, or he ſhould have hers.” 


Upon which he replied, '< if you will go to 
,<< Kenſington, then you may go alone; that is 
„ the way,” pointing to the park, whilft him- 


elf was turning and walking on towards Chel- 
ſea; and there it was, viz. about Bloody-bridge, 
that through the long and ſharp contentions, and 


the many angry and.reproachful words that had 


paſſed between them, their paſſions were height- 
ened to that degree, that they fell together by 
| he ſaid ſhe fit 
took him by the neckcloth, and would have 
ſtrangled him. Whereupon he beat her moſt 
unmercifully, both with cane and ſword, which 
he ſuppoſes ſhe broke with her hands, ſhe bein 
a very ſtrong luſty woman, and might eaſily have 
maſtered him, had he been naked and without 


weapons. He ſaid, his rage and fury were ſo 


great, and he was ſo tranſported out of himſelf, 
that at that inſtant, the devil had the whole 
| | power 


- 
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ower of him, and be did not ſo much as know 
what he was doing. I aſked him whether he was 
at that time in liquor; he anſwered, he never was 
drunk in his life. 
Having given this woman many crue] wounds, 
and ſome of them mortal, he left her in a ditch 
(as he thought) half dead, and in ſuch a condi- 
tion as ſhe could never recover. After this bar- 
barity, he came a little to himſelf, and.confider.. 
ing that he had now done an action of the moſt 
heinous nature, he preſently fell on his knees, 
and begged God's pardon for it, and then made 
the belt of his way towards his Jord's lodgings 
at Kenſington, where coming late at night, and 
his cloaths and ſtockings being obſerved to be 
bloody, he was thought to have done ſome miſ- 
chief, or to have had ſome miſchief dene him. 
But he removed this ſuſpicion from himſelf, by 
faying, he was aflaulted by two men in the park, 
and he had (as he believed) broke the head of. 
one of them. Which ſtory paſſed for truth, 
and the matter reſted for that night. The next, 
day he went about his buſineſs, as uſual, and his 
lord ſent him to town on ſome errand, by which, 
means he came to hear (before the news ar-. 
rived at Kenſington) of the barbarous murder cried. 
about the ſtreets : yet, he ſaid, it never came 
into his mind to make his eſcape, though he ex- 
pected every moment to be laid hold on for it. 
So having diſpatched his buſineſs, he returned to 
Kenſington, where the next day after, being the 
11th of June, he was apprehended upon ſtrong 
ſuſpicions, and upon his - own confeſſion, 
committed to Newgate, Where on my 
viſiting him, I found him very ſtupid. Tis true, 
he did not deny the wicked action, but ſtood in 
* H 2 juſti- 
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juſtification of it, ſaying, he was highly provoked 
by his wife, who was a very ill- woman, and of 
a reſtleſs ſpirit, And in the ſame manner ſpoke 
of it to his acquaintance who came to ſee him. 
But at laſt, J hope, he was thoroughly convinced 
of the horror of it, and that nothing in the 
world ſhould have provoked. him to it, nor in- 
deed, could have done it, had he had the fear of 
God before his eyes. Then he ſaid he had 
greatly offended God, and heartily begged par- 
on of him; praying that the precious blood of 
Chriſt might cleanſe his ſoul, and his pardon be 
extended to all his ſins, which, though he eould 
not recollect, yet they were many and great; 
and though in divers reſpects, he had led a better 
and more ſober life than ſome others, yet he ac- 
knowledged, with great contrition, that' as he 
had been induced by fatan to the commiſſien of 
this moſt enormous crime, © he was the greateſt” 
of ſinners,” and might have been undone for 
eyer, had not the grace of God reſcued him © out 
„ of the ſnare of the devil, by whom he was 
taken captive at his will.” But added, that 
though ke was willing to charge and accuſe him- 
ſclt wi. the fins he was guiity of, yet he would 
not take upon him the guilt of that, of which 
he was innocent, and unjuſily accuſed, And 
that was, his ſuppoſed deſign of robbing his lord, 
the ſame night he committed the inhuman acti- 
on; faying, that his going into his lord's 
chamber again after he had put his Tordſhip to 
bed, was to take a filver tumbler, which be had 
forgot, and ſo went up again preſently to fetch 
it, that he might have it ready againſt the next 
morning betimes, to take aſſes milk in it for his 
lord, who, he was well affured, had no fuch 
; 1 EET” thoughts 
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thoughts of him, that he would have ftolen any 
old, or any thing elſe from his lordſhip as was 
fuggeſted ; for he was already got out of the 
chamber with the tumbler, and was ſhutting the 
door, before his lordſhip called to know, who 
that was that came in there. 
He further ſaid, that he had no need of mo- 
_ ney, as not intending to make his eſcape, which 
he could have done without robbing his lotd. 
But neither that night, nor the next day, when 
he was abroad, and expected every moment to 
be ſeized, did he entertain any thoughts of flying 
from juſtice, as knowing that the Divine venge- 
ance would ſome time or other overtake him, 
| whitherſoever he went, and that the providence 
of God, which ſeldom lets the murderer go un- 
puniſhed in this world, would bring this black 
deed to light, and himſelf to condign puniſhment 
for it ; adding, that when a little before his 
trial, he went about to make his eſcape out of 
Newgate, diſguiſed in woman's cloaths, it was 
neither his deſire at firſt, nor his intention at all, 
but he was perſuaded to it by one Yoward, then 
a prifoner with Him there, Who diſcovered and 
detrayed him, when he was ready to execute this 
enterprize. He declared he was in charity with 
all mankind, wiſhing all mankind were fo with 
him. And again begged pardon and forgiveneſs 
of God whom he had ſo grievouſly offended. 
He alſo thought it his duty to aſk pardon of the 
Queen, whoſe land he had defil:d with blood 
and of the church of God, which he had given 
ſo great a ſcandal to; of his lord, that he had 
proved ſuch an unhappy ſervant ; and of the 
world, for having ſet before them ſuch an in- 
ſtance pf ſin, as (conſidering all the heinous ag- 
18 | H 3 " gravating 
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23 

g circumſtances. of it) was never ſeen 
Yang. But his hope is, that all men, inſtead 
of ' imitating him in his crime, will abhor of 4 
deteſt it, and take ſuch a warning by bis fall 
carefully to avoid both his ſin =o ooniſhment. 


| At the place of execution, after M. le Bl 
| a French Divine, who knew him, and Fonte 
| had prayed and ſung a Pſalm with him in French, 
we fel im to his befrate devotions, wherein he 
mightily prayed to God, that he would “ blot 
„ out inf) his. iniquities,” and that the blood of 
Chriſt {which ſpeaks better things than that of 
Abel) might cleanſe his ſoul — the ſtain of 
that blood, which he had ſo unjuſtly, ſo inhu- 
many, and fo b rbaroully ſhed ; conc uding both 
his prayers and his life Pick moſt pious ejacula- 
tions, and particularly with theſe words; “ de- 
© liver. me frem blood-guiltineſs, O God; thou 
* (God of my falvation, and my mouth ſhall 
* ſing thy praiſe in the Choir of Angels, and 
0 bleiſed Wan. to all ages of eternity. 
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The Bib Cynfe 5 ion, and laſt Speech 
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OHN SMITH was rndited at the Old Bailey 
J the 6th of November, 1704, upon four in- 
ditments, the firft for robbing Thomas Wood- 
cock, Eſq; on the highway, and taking from 
him, a ſilver watch with a chain, and a Cote 


fea} ſet in gold, and ten ſhilli in moneys 
to 6th. of * | 2 


of highway: Robbery 79 
Eſquire Woodeock depoſed, that as he, his 
CE Mrs. Ann Montague were riding in 
his coach over Finchley Common, a man came * 
to the coach-fide with a maſk on, and demanded 
his money, which he gave him, together with 
his watch and ring. The ſecond indictment was 
for robbing Elizabeth the wife of Thomas 
Woodcack, Eſq; on the 6th of November, on 
the bighway, taking from her a filk purſe, two 
keys, and four guineas. He was a third time 
indicted for robbing Ann Montague at the ſame 
time, and taking from her a ſilk purſe, and three 
ſhillings in money. The fourth indictment was 
for robbing one William Birch on the highway, 
on the 10 of October, and ſtealing from him 
a grey mare value eight pounds. n 
e proſecutor depoſed, that as he was riding 
along between Eaton and London, near Pad- 
dington, at a place called Bays- water, he faw 
two men on foot, and one of them laid held of 
his bridle, and made him diſmount, and they beth 
got upon the mare and rode away with ber, 
and he verily beheved that Smith is the | 
that laid hold of his horfe's bridle, but he was 
ſure the mare taken when Smith was 
ag es the ſame which was taken from 
im. | 8 ne 
The next evidence depoſed, that he faw 
Smith upon Finchley Common about nine O clock 
in the morning, by a place called the W 
houſe, and obſerved him riding to and fre on the 
common till 12 o'cloek, and then faw bim ride 
up to a coach, which he let paſs ; and thinking 
he was a bighwayman, he called one of. bis 
neighbours ; and they ſaw another coach, comi 
along, which he rode up to, and ſtopt, an 
3 5 robbed 
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Trial of Jon Surrn, 
the people that were in it, and then rode away; 
but they purſued him, and he finding himſelf 
likely to be taken, took into a wood, and left 
his horſe tied to a buſh,  _ 70 
- Serjeant Bonithan depoſed, that he riding that 
ray With his man, and hearing there had been 
a fobbery committed, purſued the thief into a 


ge 


wood called Cole-fall, and ordered his man to 


ride into the wood, while he rode round to ſee 
if he had made his eſcape out of it; that in 
ſearching, they found the grey mare tied to a 
buſh ; ſoon after, ſeven or eight men more came 


to their aſſiſtance; and at lait a huntſman eſpied 
Smith lying under a tree, and advancing towards 


him with a blunderbuſs, Smith deſired him not to 


ſhoot him, and he would ſurrender himſelf, and 


doſ no miſchief; and immediately ſnot off his 


two piſtols into the air; upon which one of the 
n laid hold of him, and carried him to Muz- 


2 -hill, where they ſearched him, and found the 


watch and purſes, a maſk, ſome powder and 
bullets; beſides money. Then he told them, he 
-would have made his eſcape, but that the mare 
was a jade, upon which he was committed to 
Newgate. However, upon his trial, he denied 
the fact. ſaying, as he was Foing into Yorkſhire 
upon a bay gelding, near Coney-hatch, he met 
with two men who tock his gelding from him, 
-and one of them told him, it he went to ſuch 2 
place, he would find a mare tied to a buſh ; and 
as he was going away, one of them flung him a 
handkerchief in which were the purſes and 
watch that were found upon him. He likewiſe 
ſaid he was profecuted for the lucre of foi 
pounds. The Jury found him guilty, _—_ 
. „ $4 Swso bis Aoorcer”  o þ Ss 
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fer Highway, Rebler. tp 
The Oxdinary,, in his account of this male- 
factor, ſays, he confeſſed the facts very freely, 
and begged pardon of God, and thoſe he bad, 
wronged, but faid withal, that though be muſt 
confeſs, he had been, a. great offender in many. 
things, yet he was an offender but of eight days, 
viz, from October 29, to November 6, ace 
chat it was at firſt, à great ſurprize and uneaſi - 
neſs to him, to find his laſt robbery ſplit into 
three diſtin facts, and to be the matter of three 
ſeveral indictments againſt him. But was very, 
well contented to be thought, the worſt of men 
by men, provided he might obtain the favour of 
God by Chriſt ; which he implored. He ſaid 
further, that he was about twenty-three years, of, 
age, born at Witchcomb, within ten miles ot 
louceſten; that he was a Peruke-maker by 
trade, and well brought up by his parents, whe 
gave him civil and religious education, though 
he did not anſwer their expeQation and deſire, 
but was diſobedient and undutiful to the „ and 
fell into many extravagancies and debaucheries, 
which he frankly confeſſed, and ſeemed very 
lorry far them. 1 
He further ſaid, that the ill habits. be ſa early 
contraſted, were ſtrangely confirmed by his be- 
ing (though but a little while) at fea. From 
whence, when he was returned, he became ſo 
familiarly acquainted with a certain Peruke» 
maker in Chancery-lane, that one day he open; 
ed to him a diſcourſe ef going to roh upon the 
highway; which being foon agreed upon, they 
ſet out upon that intent on the Lord's day, be- 
ing the 1rqth of October laſt. And as ne 
were waiting for a booty about Paddington, 
were there walking up and down, he reſted hun- 


ſelf 


\ 
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ſelf upon a ſtile over- againſt the gallows. At 
e fight of which his heart miſgave him; and 
thought within himſelf, that ſome time or 
ther he ſhould come to end his life, where he 
vas now beginning to rob; which he told his 
ompanion, and would haue perſuaded him to 
home again with him; but inſtead of yield- 
* it, he egg d him on; telling him, 
hat matters it, Tack ? "tis but banging, if 
thou ſhould'ſt' come to that.“ Sp they pro- 
eeded on their wicked defſign; und the next 
rfon that came in their way was Mr. Birch, 
whoſe mare they ſtole, which wWwas their fir 
robbery. The next day, which was Monday 
he 3oth of October, he ſet 'out alone upon 
at mare, and robbed three' ſtage Coaches by 
Epping Foreſt. The Wedneſday following, 
November 1, he robbed three other * coaches, 
nd a hackney coach upon Hounſlow Heath; 
d the next Saturday, Nov. 4. he robbed three 
e coaches more near St. Alban's. In all 
which robberies, he ſaid, he did not get above 
20l.; and, laſtly, he robbed Mr. Woodcock's 
coach on Finchley Common, the 6th of No- 
vember, for which he was apprehended : all 
which faid robberies (that of Mr. Birch Oe 
he did by himſelf. 
At the place of execution, he gave the Or- 
dinary a paper, in which he confeſſed his guilt, 
the wicked courſe of life he had led, how he 
came to turn highwayman; and concluded, 
with earneft entreaties to all young men to take 
warning by his example, and avoid thoſe eil 


= that had unhappily brought him to this e 


and untimely end. 
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The Trials, Behaviour, Sci of Epwanp 
JerreR1S, and ELIZABETH Fokxs HEIL. 
DW ARD 77 and ELIZ A- 
BETH FORSHEL, were indicted at the 
Old Bailey, the 3oth of September, 1705, the 
firlt for the murder of Mr. Woodcock, of Clif- 
ford's Inn, on the 26th of July, by giving him 
one wound with a rapier,, of tlie depth of fix 
inches, of which he inſtantly died; and Eliza-., 
beth Forſhel, for being preſent, aiding and a- 
betting the ſaid murder. 3 H 
It appeared by the evidence, that Mr. Jeffe- 
ris and Mr, Woodcock had dined together at the 
Blue-poſts the lower end of Pall-Nfall the day 
the deceaſed was killed, between one and two 
o'clock, and. that then they parted; Jefferis go- 
ing to F orſhel's lodgings in St. Martin's Lane, and 
was ſeen to go. out with her towards the park, 
and came home about fix at night: that Mrs, 
Forſhel being told that the gentleman that was 
with her lay dead in St. Martin's Church-yard, 
ſhe exclaimed, 4+ Death and fury ! is it he?” 
and having. ſeen him, cried. out, O Lord! it 
is he, don't make any diſturbance ;” and 
that when the officers came to her Lodgings to 
apprehend her, ſhe had locked herſelf in, but 
the officer threatening to break open the door, 
ſhe let him in, and on his ſearching he found a 
purſe and three rings in one of the drawer 
which were proved to be Mr. Woodcook's. _ 
As to Mr. Jefferis, a boy declared that he 
and another boy were playing in the fields near 
Chelſea, about Lari the afternoon, there and —4 


| 


84 Trial of Eb wARD ſerrents, e. 


. — and Mr. Woodcock, and heard 
the read : chat then Mr. Jefferis faid to Mr. 
Woodcock, © G---d damn you, you lie ;” to 
which Mr. Woodcock replied, pray don't give 
“ me the lie too.” That preſently Mr. Je 
Tis drew his ſword, and before Mr. Woodcock 
could draw his (he being left-handed) he re- 
ceived a Wound, and feli down immediately; 
that then Mr. Jefferis drew Mr. Woodcock! 
ſword, and took ſome of his blood, and rubbed 
it upon it, but that not being enough, he 
{queezed the wound to get out more, and hayin 
blooded the ſword, he put it under him, that 
the people might think he killed himſelf, and 
then put his hand into Mr. Woodcok's pocket, 
took ſomething out, and then ran towards Chelſez, 
and that he and his play- fellow followed him; 
that as he ran along he broke his own ſword, and 
put it under his coat; but they ſtill following him, 
he turned about, and faid, ©* he would Lnod 
& their brains out, if they followed him any 
«farther ;” which made them run back. The boys 
ſaid likewiſe, that Mrs. Forſhel was walking the 
mean time by the park wall, and that after Mr, 
Jeffexis had killed Mr. Woodcock, ſhe came 
into the field and was going, tomn/ce the dead 
body; but ſeeing them there, ſhe ſeemed to tum 
back. This was confirmed by the ether boy 
likewiſe. 1 
Other evidences depoſed, that after the mur- 
Ader was committed, about half an hour after 
four, Mr. Jefferis and Mrs. Forſnel met at the 
Cheſhire cheeſe at Wan, and ſtaid there ti 
near ſix. e Mi 
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Mr. Jefferis denied the fact, and ſaid he was 
at another place when the murder was done, 


and called ſome witneſſes to prove it, but none 
of them agreed as to the time. The Jury 


thereupon brought him in guilty ; but acquitt<.. 


her. | | | 
The account given by the Ordinary of th! 
malefactor, is, that on the gth of September, as 
he was proceeding to Tyburn, he met by the 
way with a reprieve, by virtue of which his 
execution was deferred till the 21| of the ſame 
month, and then he was carried in a cart to 
Tyburn. Before this he had made the follow- 
ing confeſſion, viz. That he was about 41 


| _ of age, born of good parents, near the 


evizes in Wiltſhire, and brought up to the 
law here in London, He confeſſed that he had 
been unfaithful and unkind to his wife, and had 
led a very, wicked and debauched life; and that 
to ſupport his lewd and extravagant expences, 
he had done things unaccountable, eſpecially in 
his practice as an attorney; in which he ſaid he 


did not act for himſelf, but as an attorney for 


other perſons, whoſe cauſe, let it be what it 
would, he then thought, in that capacity, he 
ought to ſerve, Herein I endeavoured to rectify 
his judgment, who ſeemingly acquieſced in the 
unlawfulneſs of ſuch undertaking, As for the 
murder of Mr. Woodcock, neither myſelf, nor 
ſeveral other divines, could; by any arguments 
that were offered, bring him to a confeſſion of 
it, He gives this character of himſelf : 

J was born of very honeſt parents in the 
«© Weſt of this kingdom, and religiouſly edu- 


© cated in the Church of England; which 


„church (by the grace of God) I die in. [ 
Vol. I. I & ſerved 
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cc ſerved my clerkſhip to an eminent attorney 
« in London. My father died, leaving me an 
eſtate too young, which in ſome little time I 


„ ſpent. I married a virtuous young woman, 


«© whoſe parents lived at St. Alban's; never 
« having any other wife than her, nor ever lived 


« with any other woman but her; but vainly 


and profuſely ſpent part of my precious time 
« with many. I had a great bleſſing in her, if 
c it had pleaſed God to have given me grace to 
c have made uſe of it. In the firſt place ſhe 
“ was to me chaſte, beautiful, and young, and 
& loved me too well. I, like the cock in the 
& fable, not knowing the value of ſo precious 
% a jewel, made ſlight of it, which now too 


| © late I eſteem, and repent that I fhould do 


ce thoſe things which I ought not to have done, 


and to have left undone thoſe things which I 


* ought to have done: for which omiſſion God 
„ Almighty has, I hope, pardoned me. Into 
© whoſe bleſſed hands I commend my immor- 
c tal ſoul: and fo, vain world, adieu.“ 

At the place of execution he again denied the 
fact. He ſaid, he freely pardoned all that had 
injured him, and begged theirs whom he had in- 
jured, declaring he died in perfect charity with 
all mankind. He did not appear dejected at all, 
nor did he change his countenance, ſo far as 
could be perceived. This was the manner in 
which he went out of the world, which, to 
ſome, ſeemed extraordinary. As he was going 
to be turned off, he deſired again the prayers of 
all good people there; and he ended his life wich 
calling upon God for mercy. 
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Mrs. ForſhelPs letter to the Ordinary, containing an 
Account of what ſhe knew of the murder of Ar. 
IV/aodcack by Mr. Jefferis. | 


Rev. Sir, 


AF TER a conſideration of your good coun- 
ſel, I think it my duty to give you an an- 


ſwer to the utmoſt of my knowledge in this 


murder of Mr. Woodcock. When Mr. Jef- 
fris and I came through the Park, we went into 
the hither door of the Mulberry Garden, and 
walked up towards the houſe. Said Mr. Jef- 
feris, ** we will go to Chelſea, and if you will 
„go through the houſe, we will make an ex- 
* cuſe at the bar.” I went through firſt, and 
ſtaid at the wall, and Mr. Jefferis came to me. 
Then we walked towards Chelſea, and entering 
into the field that was the direct path, Mr. Jet- - 
feris ſaid, + There is a friend of mine, pray 
walk on, and J will overtake you immediate- 
ly.“ Accordingly I did, and got within two 
fields of Chelſea, when Mr. Jefferis overtook 
me, (which way he came I know not) for J 
walked very flow, and he was by me before 1 
had any fight of him. I perceived ſomething - 
of a ſurprize in him. Said I, “ you are out of 
** temper. ** Have you and that gentleman had 
* any words?“ He anſwered me, We have 
had words, and I gave him a ſmall prick.” 
But ſaid I, „I hope you have not hurt him.” 
No, no, ſaid Mr. Jefferis.“ And that was every 
word that was ſpoke concerning it. When we 
came into Chelſea, Mr. Jefferis ſaid, . we will 
go to the Cheſhire-cheeſe, for I know the 

I 2 man 
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* man of that - houſe,” 80 we went in, for 
then we were by the door; and When we came 
into the room; Mr. Jefferis laid his ſword, hat, 
and-ploves: om the table, and went out of the 
room. I tbok the ſword in my hand, and drew 
it out of the ſcabbard, to ſee if it was bloody, 
by the reaſon he ſaid, that he had pricked the 
gentleman, but the ſword was neither bloody 
nor broke, as the boys ſaid: but there isa good 
reaſom to be given for the boys ſay ing o: For 
one day, when Mr. Jefferis and I-was in thipel, 
I-aſked him, if he did not give the woundtwitk 
Mr. Woodcock's dwn ſword; and if he did not 
draw it!? he replied no. Then faid I, as he 
* was drawing his ſword, I ſuppoſe you ſnatehed 
it from him; for the ſurgeon faid, it was not 
- © the ſword you had that gave the wound. And 
did yeu break his ſword; as-/the boys faid you 
«did ?” no, ſaid he, “ I broke no ſword.” 
Brtt then replied I, Did not you go to break 
«-3t?” He made me no anſwer to that queſtion, 
only ſaid, it happened ſo unfortanately for me to 
know the ſaid Mr. Woodcock, and my having 
theſe rings made him ſuffer. Said I, I knew 
*© not that you had killed him, when,you were 
fetched by my order, neither did I know he 
ce was an acquaintance of yours; but faid I, I 
am told you have money of his, and that you 
changed one of his guineas, the night you 
«© came into gaol.” Said Mr, Jefferis, he 
„gave me none.” Nay, Sir, ſaid I to him, 
5 | don't aſk you if you took them, or if he 
e gave you any; but by what the boys and [ 
« do know there muſt be ſomething more than 
„find you are willing I ſhould know. I 
«© ſuppoſe he would not give you any, and that 
Was 
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e was the occaſion that you quarrelled.” He 


fetched a very great ſigh, and ſhook his head, 


but made me no anſwer, which makes me think 
it was ſo; for he never ſpoke many words after, 
which made me think he reſented my putting 
thoſe queſtions ſo cloſe to him. All that ever 
he ſaid to me after, was, that he wondered I 
was not out, and faid, he would not have me 


come up to chapel ; for what reaſon, I cannot 


ſay, except it was for fear I ſhould tell you how 


- he left me; for ſaid he to me, © don't you men- 


tion that when we went to Chelſea, I was 
* any time out of your company; fox if you 
do, then I ſhall not be reprieved.“ I humbly 
aſk your pardon, fir, for not letting you know 
as far as my knowledge reached; but knowing 
could not do the deceaſed any good, and it 

ſpoke this he would loſe his life, made me leave 


it to the juſt God who knows the ſecrets of all. 


hearts, This is all I can ſay, but I beg of you to 
pray to God for me, to keep me from all ſach 
wicked perſons : and that will add very much to 
the health and ſatisfaction of my poor ſoul. 


1 am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
ELIZABETH FORSHEL. 


Our of the Maſter's fide in Newgate, 
October 15, 1705. 


Sir, one thing more I forgot to mention, 
which is, that Mr. Jefferis all along ſaid, he ſhould 
have a reprieve, if I ſaid nothing concerning his 
13 know- 
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knewledge- of Mr. Woodcock ; for he ſaid, he 
had petitioned his Grace the Duke of Ormond, 
and that he would get a friend to go to the 
Queen, which I do believe was Mrs. Lambourn, 
one of the boys mothers, Mr. Jefferis more- 
over ſaid, that the father of Mr. Robert Wood- 
cock ſhould not have his life; for he did not 
„ but he ſhould be reprieved for all. that. 

ſuppoſe, Sir, . that you knew Mr. Jefferis's opi- 
nion was, that there was only a heaven, and 
no place of torment for bad . but to be 
put out of the preſence of the Lord, which he 
{aid.,to me before he came into this place, and 

likewiſe ſince you and many more learned Di- 
vines have taken pains to make him own the 
fact, for which he juſtly has ſuffered. K 
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The Life, Trial, and ſtrange Eſcape from 
the Gallows, of Joan SMITH, otherwiſe 
called half-banged Smith. N 

OHN SMITH, commonly called HALF- 

HANGED SMITH, was born at Malton, 

within fifteen Miles of York, came up to Lon- 
don young, and ſerved an apprenticeſhip with 
a Packer, and afterwards worked journey- 
work for his maſter ſome time, then went to fea, 
firſt in the Jeffery galley, a merchant ſhip, 
and afterwards in the T'riumph, a fecond rate, 
commanded by admiral Graydon, and was in the 
expedition againſt Vigo: but being difchar 

after the return of the ſhip, lifted himſelf a 155 ä 
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dier in lord Cutt's regiment of guards, under 
Capt. Swan. His pay being not fufficient to 
ſupply his extravagant expences, he took to. 
— 2 houſe-breaking, and committed di- 
vers . 44s CA 1nd {HE Þt : . ! 
He was indicted at the Old Bailey, Decem- 
ber 5, 1705, for ſtealing fifty pair of men's 
ſhoes, from William Cox, near Leadenhall 
market. ; | g [4 
The proſecutor depoſed, that his ſhop was 
broke open. Another evidence ſwore that he 
and Smith broke open the door about ſix in the 
morning, and ſtole the goods, and that they 
had gone-a thieving together for fix or ſeven 
years. However, he denied the fact; but the jury 
found him guiltitx. aa e 
He was indicted a ſecond time for breaking the 
warehouſe of Peter Hollander in Mincing-lane, 
and ſtealing goo yards of Guli Holland, the 
5th of November. It appeared, that he and 
two others committed the robbery, and ſhared 
the goods between them, as was depoſed by the 
wife of one of his accomplices, and alſo by 
another who was with him in the robbery. © 
He was indicted a third time for breaking tlie 
warehouſe of Martha Leeton, the 28th of Feb. 
1704, and ſtealing four hundred pound weightiof 
China filk, value 3501. the goods of Joſeph Bil- 
lows, but for want of ſufficient evidence, was 
| acquitted. | | 111 itn % $2 34 3a 
He was a fourth time indicted for ery 148 
pair of gloves, and twenty-two pair of ſtock- 
ings, from Richard Highley the third of Dec. 
It appeared by the evidence, that the ſhop was 
broke open, and Smith taken in it, the goods 
being bundled up in readineſs to be carried * 
e 
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The Jury found him guilty of this indict- 
While he lay under ſentence of death, he 
made but little preparations for it, buoying him- 
ſelf up With the hopes of a reprieve; but when 
he found himſelf diſappointed, he was very 
much iricenſed againſt the perſons who had un- 
tertaken to procure him one. . FILA 
Being come to the place of execution, he 
*Jefired that all would take warning by his un- 
timely death, which none but himſelf by his 
fins Had brought him to; and having performed 
the uſuat devotions at the tree, was turned off, 
the 12th of December, 1705. But by: that 
time he had been hanging about a quarter of an 
hour, there was an outcry of -a reprieve ; upon 
Which he was immediately cut down, and car- 
ried to a houſe hard by, where, being preſently 
let blood, he came to himſelf, and was carried 
back to Newgate. „ 
Being queſtioned concerning the experience he 
had gained. by hanging, he gave the following 
'zecountt : that when he was turned off, he, for 
ome time, was ſenſible of a very great pain, oc- 
aſioned by the weight of his body, and felt his 
ſpirits in a ſtrange commotion, violently preſſing 
upwards; that having forced their way to bis 
head, he, as it were, ſaw a great blaze or glaring 
light, which feemed to go out at his eyes 
with a flaſh, and then he loſt all ſenſe of 
pain. That after he was cut down, and began 
to come to himſelf, the blood and ſpirits having 
been ſpent, forcing themſelves into their former 
channels, put him, by a fort of pricking or 
ſhooting, into ſo an intolerable pain, that - 
| 1 cou 
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could have wiſhed thoſe hanged that had cut him 


1 


down. 19 

He pleaded to his pardon the 20th of Feb. 
1705. But as he had been but half-hanged, fo 
it appeared he was but half cured of his diſhe- 
neſt and thieviſh inelinations; for though at firſt 
he kept himſelf within the limits of private 
frauds and petty larcenies, at length when the 


pain of hanging was worn out of his memory, 


he preſumed to enter again upon his former 
practice of houſe· breaking, and was apprehended 
and indicted the 29th of April, 1715, for 


brealKng the houſe of John Cooper on the 28th - 
of Jan. in the night-time, with intention to 


ſteal, He was likewiſe indicted for breaking the 
warehouſe of Benjamin Longuet and partners, 
(which warehouſe was the lower room of Mr 
Cooper's houſe). The evidence depoſed, that 
the warehouſe having been three times broke 
open, and the goods ſtolen, two watchmen 


were put in to lie in wait for the thieves if they 


came again, and that about ſive in the morning, 


April 29, they heard a noiſe, and ſaw the ſtock 
of the warehouſe door unlocked, and ſoon after 


the padlock was wrenched and as John Smith en- 
tered; one of the watchmen ftruck at him, but 


miſfing him, he ran away as far as Rood-lane 
end, where he was taken: Upon ſearching him, 


the padlock with ſeveral pick-lock keys, and a 
found in his pocket. 

The fact being thus plainly proved upon him, 
he was found guilty of breaking the houſe or 
warehouſe, as ſet forth in the indiftment ; but 


tobacce- box with tinder and matches in it, were 


whether it was burglary, or in which of the 


places, the jury left ſpecial to be determined by 
| the 
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4 Trial of RockER Lowrx, 
he judges; and continuing in Newgate till 
onday Nov. 10, he was brought to the bar, 
apd by the opinion of the judges, on the fpecial 
verdict brought againſt him for breaking the 
houſe of John Longuet, was acquitted, and an- 
other brought againſt him for the _— in 
the name of John Cooper, but the profecutor 
happening to be dead, and nobody appearing 
againſt him, he had the unmerited good fortune 
to be acquitted, | 


** * * — * 


The Trial and Confeſſion of RocER Lowen, 
for Murder, © | 


OGER LOWEN was indiQed for the 
murder of Mr. Richard Lloyd of Acton, 
the 20th of Sept. 1706. And being a foreigner, - 


was allowed a party-jury, and to ſpeak to the 


1 an interpreter. d | ; 
rs. Lloyd, the wife of the deceaſed, de- 

poſed, that Mrs. Lowen the priſoner's wife, was 
her couſin, and had ſent to her the night before 
the murder was committed, to deſire to ſpeak 
with her ; that accordingly about ſeven o'clock 
the next morning ſhe went, and about an hour 
after, her huſband, the deceaſed, as he was 
riding to Acton about ſome buſineſs, called upon 
her at Mr. Lowen's houſe ; upon which Mr. 
Lowen invited her huſband to dine with him; 
her huſband ſaid he muſt firſt go to Acton, 
then home, ſet up his horſe, and then walk 
back thither : that, in his abſence, Mr. Lowen 
expreſſed himſelf with much uneaſineſs for 8 
. cr 
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her huſband ſhould not come; upon which ſhe 
told him he would certainly come according to 
his promiſe, if it did not rain much; and ac- 
cordingly ſoon after 12 o'clock her huſband 
came, and was introduced in the parlour by Mr. 
Lowen with the greateſt ſeeming civility, where 
her huſband ſet down his ſword and cane in a 
corner of the room ; and dinner not being ready, 
gave them an invitation to walk into the garden 
to ſee his plants; that having walked about half 
an hour, they went back into the houſe, and 
Mr. Lowen Goke to his wife concerning dinner, 
ſending her into the kitchen to haſten it; and 
the priſoner, the deceaſed, and herſelf going into 
the parlour, Mr. Lowen took her huſband's 
| ſword, and drew it out a little way, and praiſed 
it, and aſked who was his cutler, by which ſhe 
imagined he wanted to buy a new one. That 
her huſband not ſuſpecting any thing, there not 
being the leaſt ſign of anger in the priſoner, nor 
ever any difference between them, ſtood looki 
up the cauſey with his hands behind, when Mr. 
Lowen, on a ſudden, drew the ſword quite out 
of the ſcabbard, and giving a ſtamp with his 
foot, ran the ſword into her huſband's body juſt 
upon the right pap. She immediately crying out 
murder, clapped hold of the ſword to — 
it from her huſband's body and ſtruggling with 
Mr. Lowen, got it out, but he drew it through 
her hands, cutting her finger to the bone, and 
gave her huſband another ſtab in the arm. That 
her huſband caſting up his eyes, went towards 
the door, to lean upon a rail, ſhe following him, 
crying out murder, and ſaying, ſpeak to me my 
dear; he only held up his hands, but could not 
ſpeak ; ſhe, with ſome help, got him into the 
i houſe, 
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houſe, where having fetched two groans he im- 
mediately expired. That in the interim Juſtice 
Hawlly accidentally coming by, ſhe informed 
him of the fact, ſaying, that a villain had mur- 
dered her huſband. 
Juſtice Hawlly, and other evidenees, depoſed, 
that the priſoner being examined, owned the 
fact, and that he defigned to have done it before, 
and that all the concern he then had was, that 
he was afraid he had not killed him. The rea- 
. ſon he gave for it was, that the deceaſed had 
been too familiar with his wife, and did often 
tread upon his corns, giving him no other ſatis- 
faction than begging pardon for it. That he had 
been informed, that, in his abſence his wife 
lived in great ſplendor, kept a great equipage, 
coach, chariot, footman, &c. Which was de- 
poſed to be all falſe. 
The priſoner upon his trial, pleaded, that 
when he went from England, which was about 
nine years before, he had importuned his wite 
to go with him, which ſhe refuſed, and that he 
came to fetch her; that Mr. Lloyd had called 
him ſeveral names (but could not tell what they 
were) had often trod upon his corns ; &c. and 
produced ſome perſons who endeavoured to ex- 
cuſe the fact, by ſaying, that diſtraction had 
been incident to his family, and that they had 
often obſerved him to be much diſcontented, &c. 
But the jury diſregarding thoſe trifling allegati- 
ons, found him guilty of wilful murder, and on 
the and ſtatute of ſtabbing, on the Coroner's 
inqueſt; and he received ſentence of death ac- 
cordingly. | 

The Ordinary informs us that this criminal 


was a German gentleman, of about forty youu 


Ne Murder. ' m4 
of age, born at Hanover, and brought up in the 
Lutheran church. He ſaid he had been a gen- 


tleman of the equerry to the late Duke of Zell 
and that before he was entertained in that ſer- 


vice, the duke, in conſideration of his father, 


who was his huntſman, ſent him into France to 


learn his exerciſes, at his highneſs's charge. He 


readily confeſſed the fact of which he was con- 


victed, and had, for a long time . before, de- 


— 


ſigned to kill Mr. Lloyd; but for a great while 


before his trial, and even ſome time after it, he 


ſeemed to doubt very much of that gentleman's 


death, ſaying, it was impoſſible he ſhould have 
died of the wounds he gave him. But when he 
was at laſt convinced that the gentleman was 
really dead, he then appeared ſenſible he had 
committed a very baſe and heinous crime, and 
exprefled great ſorrow for it: and this was the 
more ai 


louſy which was the occaſion of it. 


ive to his now awakened mind, when 
he conſidered the unreaſonableneſs of that jea- 


After his condemnation, he ſeemed to apply 


himſelf in good earneſt to his devotion, in which 


he was principally 3 two reverend di- 


vines of his own church an 
Ruperti and Mr. Idzards, 


nation, viz. Mr. 
3 


At the place of execution, he delivered me a 


paper, containing his laſt ſpeech to the world, 


which being in the German, I got tranſlated in- 
to Engliſh as follows : | 


« Tt is already known to the world for what. 


„ reaſon I amr now brought to this place, and, 
am to ſuffer this ſhametul death, viz, for my. 
* having ſhed innocent blood. I de acknow-, 


< ledge the fact, and confeſs my fault, and reſt 
** ſatished in the juſt ſentence paſſed upon me, 


Vor. I. K «jc 
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it being agreeable to the laws of the land, 
and the command of God, That whoever 
ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall his blood 


be ſhed; for God made man after his own 


image. I was born of honeſt parents; my 
father was an Engliſhman, and my mother a 
German, I was educated from my youth in 
the Proteſtant religion. I declare before God 
and man, that I always had an averſion to 
actions of this kind, and have taken great 
care, in all the courſe of my life, to avoid 


them: and though I often had the opportu- 


nity of taking away the life of my adverſa- 
ries jn N duels and quarrels, yet I take 
God to witneſs, as a dying man, I never was 


* guilty of any murder before this, for which I 
juſtly ſuffer. I am therefore the more grieved 


now, that I have been moved to ſo great a 
paſſion, as to ſtudy revenge, by the inſtiga- 


tion of the devil and ſinful jealouſy, which 


made me think (as I was perſuaded by Mr. 
Cruſras) that my wife was married in my ab- 
ſence with the deceaſed. This is the unhap- 
py thing that brought me to the commiſſion 
of this horrid fin, which I heartily bewail 


with tears, and I do ſubmit to my juſt pu- 


niſhment. I am deeply ſenſible how greatly 


I have offended Almighty God, and therefore 


humbly implore his pardon and forgiveneſs, 
and that my finful ſoul may be waſhed from 
my fins in the blood of ſprinkling, that pre- 
cious blood ſhed by my Redeemer, which 
ſpeaks better things than the blood of Abel : 
and having the promiſes from the word of 
God, and his own oath, that whenever a ſin- 
ner truly repents, and turns to him, he is 
2 | willing 
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willing to receive and forgive him, herein is 
the only hope and comfort of my departing. 
I likewiſe moſt humbly beg the pardon of her 
moſt gracious Majeſty Queen Anne (whom 
God bleſs) and I publicly aſk pardon of the 
widow of the deceaſed Mr. Lloyd, as I have 
done already, by a letter which I have left 
unſealed with Mr. Rup, Miniſter of the Sa- 
voy, &c. to fend_ it to her, hoping ſhe will 
(as a Chriſtian) forgive me, as we all hope 
for mercy and forgiveneſs from God, through 
the. blood of Chriſt. In like manner I aſk 
pardon of my dear wife, who has been many 
ways injured by this ſad occafion ; and I fin- 
cerely > 2 a that I am fully ſatisfied of her 
innocence, and that I'was jealous without a 
cauſe ; and I do not in any reſpect aſcribe to 
her the cauſe of my misfortune. I truly love 
her, and aſſure the world that I have never 
been married to any other woman; and I 
pray heartily for-her proſperity and happineſs 
both of ſoul and body.” Laſtly, “I defire 
all good people for God's ſake, earneſtly to 

ray for the ſalvation of my poor ſoul ; and 
i exhort all to take warning by my faid miſ- 
fortunes, that they would not give way to 
jealouſy, anger, revenge, or ſuch like paſ- 
ſions ; but reſiſt the temptations of the devil, 
the world, and the fleſh, with conſtant and 
deyout prayers to God, and forgive their ene- 
mies, and pray for them. All which TI 
© heartily and ſincerely do, as I hope God will 
“% forgive me for Chrift's ſake.” 

After Mr. Lowen had written this his laſt 
ſpeech, which he delivered to me at the place of 
execution, he had - great comfort to receive 
| 2 an 
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an anſwer to his letter therein mentiened, in 
which Mrs. Lloyd ſhewed ſo much chriſtian 
charity, as to r to him, „That ſhe 
„ forgave him, and prayed that God would 
forgive him alſo, and have mercy upon his 
en. 


* 
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 TheLife, Trial, and obdurate Behaviour of 
Joun HERMAN BRIAN, condemned for 
robbing and burning the Houſe of Peter 
Perfode, Eſq. ) 


OHN HERMAN BRIAN, was indicted at 

the Seſſions-houſe in the Old Bailey, Oct. 
16, 1707, for burning and conſuming the Man- 
ſion- houſe of Peter Perſode, Efq. in St. James's 
ſtreet, Weſtminſter. 

He was likewiſe indicted a ſecond time for 
breaking open the ſaid houſe about 3 o'clock, on 
the day above- mentioned, and taking from 
thence a gold tweezer- caſe and chain, value 50l. 
= gold watch, ſeventeen guineas, and other goods 
of value. % | 1 | 
Mr. Perſode depoſed, that the priſoner had 
been his ſervant for the ſpace of two months, 


and was diſcharged from his ſervice the Monday 


before the fact was committed, and that the 
Wednefday following, about ten o'clock at 
ight, he left all his doors and windows faſt. | 
Mrs. Perſode depoſed, that when ſhe went te 
bed, ſhe locked up her tweezer-caſe, watch, 
and other thing ; and that about three o'clock 
in the morning, ſhe awaking, ſmelt a g 
45 | me 


fine? of ſmoak; and getting up, went out of 
der chamber, and found a lighted flambeay in 
the paſſage, which had burnt the baards ; that 
then ſhe opened the door of a parlour which was 
full of ſmoak, and immediately the room was all 
on fire, which gufhed out of the ſtairs, and 
raged with fuch fury that the houſe was con- 
ſumed in a quarter of an haur, they nat being 
able to ſave any of their goods. _ . 
A tub-woman depoſed, that going b ** in 
the morning, ſhe obſerved the Boule ull of 
fmoak, and knocked at the gate, but could make 
nobody in the houfe hear ; that at the ſame 
time ſaw a man come over the wall, who 
faid to her, D----n+ you, are you drunk? 
„ what do you here knocking at reer doors 
« at this time of the day?“ and then went off; 
but ſhe could not ſwear poſitively that the pri- 
foner was the perſon. | . IL 
Mr. Stevenfon and Mr. Acton, Goldſmiths,. 
depoſed, that the priſoner offered to ſell the 
tweezer-caſe to them, and aſked eight pounds 
for it, which gave them reafon to ſuſpect he had 
ſtole it, and thereupon ſtopped it, but the prifo- 
ner went away, and upon enquiry they found it 
to be Mr, Perfode's property : that afterwards 
he coming again to demand the goods, they 
feized him, and on fearching bim found two 
piſtols and a dagger about him, with wiich the 
were informed he deſigned to piſtol or ſtab 
mo if they refufed to return the tweezer- 
caſe, | | 
Other evidences depofed, that the priſoner 
when he went from the profecutor's took a lodg- 
ing at a Frenchman's houſe near St. Anne's, 
K 3 N but 
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but was obſerved to be from his i 
"night the falls were, commined, anda he 
- left his lodgings at 12 o'clock the next day, and 


took another in Spital-fields, .at one Mr. de Ia 


Roches ; that he brought with him there, a box, 
.a trunk, and a bundle ſealed with three ſeals, 
and that when they were ſearched there were 
found in them linen and other things that were 
Mr. Perſode's. That when the priſoner was 
A4ent to Newgate, being narrowly ſearched, a 
- purſe with ſeventeen guineas was found tied up 
tight and hid under Ris privities ; and that the 
priſoner on the 31 of Auguſt had ſold his piſ- 
tols and a fowling peice, which were proved to 


be the proſecutor's, they being produced in court, 


and ſworn to by him. | | 

The priſoner denied the facts, and ſaid he 
bought the goods of a. ſtrange man, but 
could give no proof of it, nor where he was the 
night the fact was committed; whereupon 
the jury found him guilty of both indict- 
nients. ITY "FETs ee 

le ſaidhe was about twenty-four years of age, 
born of honeſt parents at Dully a village in the 
bailiwick of Morge, in the canton of Switzer- 


land; that he was brought up in the protaſtant 


religion, and ever continued in that profeſſion: 
that when he removed out of his native place, 
be went to Genoa, where he lived four or five 
vears in the ſervice of an honeſt gentleman, and 
afterwards travelled with another into Italy: that 
from thence he came into England, where (in 
the ſpace of three years) he was retained in the 
ſervice of divers honourable and good families, 
and laſt of all in Mr. Perſode's, in which he 
continued two months, and was then ann” 
| 2 or 
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for careleſſneſs in his ſervice, and peremptorineſs 
in aſking to be diſcharged He ſaid, that for the 
moſt part of his life he had been a valet or do- 
meſtic: that he had once tried the art of La- 
pidary, but not liking it, he afterwards liyed 
with a Joyner. for about a twelyemonth ; but 
that trade being too hard for him, he left that 


alſo and went to ſervice, and lived by buying and 


ſelling of goods, but denied he ever meddled 
with any he could ſuppoſe were ſtolen, and would 
fain have perſuaded the world, that he had 
bought the goods found in poſſeſſion belonging 
to Mr. Perſode, of two perſons, one a ſoldier, 


whom he met in Moorfields who ſold him the 


linen, gold watch, and tweezer; and the other 
a ſeaman, whom he accidentally met on Tower- 
hill, and bought of him the two piſtols, and a 
ſowling- piece. But being aſked who thoſe per- 
ſons were, anſwered, he never ſaw them before, 
nor knew were they were to be found, And yet 
he expreſſed great diſſatisfaction at the proceeding 
againſt him, and thought much of being —8 
guilty, though he could alledge nothing that was 


available to his juſtification, nor could forbear 


his unworthy reflections on the proſecutor, wit- 
neſſes, and juſtices. , There was no admonition 
or exhortation, no argument fetched from ſcrip-, 
ture or reaſon, no repreſentation of a future 
ſtate, of endleſs bliſs or eternal miſery that could 
awake him to a due conſideration of what he 
ought to do before be left this world. Some wor- 
thy French Divines, who had the charity to vi- 
fit him in Newgate, found him and left him in 
this unaccountable obſtinacy, and uncharitable 
temper; proteſting he was innocent of the thing 
he 
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e was condemned for; and in this proteſtation 
of his innocence he continued to the very laſt. 
All the time he was under condemnation he 
ſeemed to mind nothing more than to make his 
eſcape, by unſcrewing and filing off his irons at 
» ſeveral times. And when he was told he ſhould 
think of ſomething elſe and not ſpend in vain 
contrivances the and precious moments he 
Rad to live here, but ſhould carefully emp 
ther in preparing for eternity, he only anſweted, 
& That life was fweet, and that any other man 
* Ag well as himſelf, would endeayour to fave 
. jr if he could,” | 


{ 
At the place of execution, ſays the Ordinary, 
T ptefſed him all F could, to make an ingenuous Ml 
- confeſſion, to clear his conſcience, to give glory il © 
to God, to fatisfy the world, to confider, that 
now he was upon the brink of eternity. In- 
ead of giving me that full attention which ſo Ml ' 
great a matter required, he turned his eyes to- 
watds fome people in a houfe at a little èiſtance, 5 
tid reflected on them; while at the fame time, 
I was labouring to perfuade him rather to lo 
upon the rufns of that houſe over againft him, IM *. 
whieh he had burnt, that the fight thereof 
might revive in bim the memory of his ctimes, Ml © 
and raife in his heart a juſt abhorrence, and 
force him ro a fincere acknowledgment ot . 
thetn. at e 
At this diſcourſe he ſnewed himfelf very un- 
eaſy, and would by no means own his guilt, 
though as plain as the ſun then ſhining upon 
us. I made him pray after me. That God 
* would pleafe to touch his heartened heart, 
= and melt and foften it into contrition, con- ¶ yic 


ac feffion and true repentance,” I deſired bim 
: 10 
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to rehearſe the Apoſtle's creed, and ſing with me 


ſome penetential pſalm, which he did. Here T 
recommended him to God for his grace to con- 
vert his heart and fave his ſoul. And exhorted 
him over and over again, “not to go out 
« of the world with a lie in his mouth, but lay 


w 4 


all things open, and be -1econciled to God 
« through Jeſus Chriſt, He ſaid (but I believe 


untruly) that he-ſaw ſome perſons there, laugh- 
ing at his calamity. 2 Ss 
Having ſpent much time, and uſed all the en- 
deavours I could, to turn him the right way, T 
left him, with my laſt advice, to take care how 
he died in his 1 by his ſtubbornneſs and 
obſtinate denial of what he was ſo juſtly, and 
on ſuch plain evidence, condemned for. Then 
| withdrew, and (after ſome ſmall time allowed 
him for his private devotions) he was turned off, 
without confefling any thing. | 


He was executed in St. James's ſtreet, near 


St. James's houſe, Weſtminſter ; and henged 
in chains at Acton Gravel-pits, October 24, 
1707. g __ , 


ad. 
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Memoirs of the Life, Conduct, and Behavi- 
our of WILLIAM GREEG, executed for 
holding a Correſpondence with the Queen's 
Enemies. | 


"HE account of this criminal, and the 
1 treaſonable affair of which he was con- 
victed, is thus related by biſhop Burnet. 4 

. - « At 
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& At this time, ſays the Biſhop, two diſco- 
veries were made very unlucky for Mr. Harley: 
Tallard wrote often to Chamillard, but he ſent 
the letters open to the ſecretary's office to be 
peruſed and ſealed up, and ſo to be conveyed by 
the way of Holland. Theſe were opened upon 
ſome ſuſpicion in Holland, and it appeared that 
one in the ſecretary's office put letters in them, 
in which, as he offered his ſervice to the church 
of France and St. Germains, ſo he gave an 

account of all tranſactions here. In one of 
theſe letters he ſent a copy of the letter that the 
Queen was to write in her own hand to the 
mperor: and he marked what parts were 
drawn by the ſecretary, and what additions 
were made to it by the lord treaſurer. This 
was the letter by which the Queen prefſled 
the ſending of Prince Eugene inro Spain ; and 
this, if not interrupted, would have been at 
Verſailles many days before it could reach Vi- 
enna. 

He who ſent this, wrote, that by this the 
might ſee what ſervice he could do them, if 
well encouraged. All this was ſent over to the 
Duke of Marlborough ; and on ſearch it was 
found to be wrote by one William Gregg, a 
clerk, whom Harley had not only entertained, 

but had taken into a particular confidence, 
without enquiring into the former part of his 
life; for he was a vicious and neceſſitous perſon 
who had been ſecretary to the Queen's envoy in 
Denmark, but was diſmiſſed by him for thoſe 
his ill qualities. Harley had made uſe of him to 
get him intelligence, and he came to truſt him 
with the peruſal and ſealing up the _ 
MY whic 
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which the French priſoners here in England ſent 
' over to France, and by that means he got into 
the method of fending intelligence thither. He, 
when ſeized on, either upon remorfe, or hopes 
of pardon, confeſſed all, and ſigned his con- 
feſſion; upon that he was tried, and pleading 
guilty, was condemned as a traitor, for correſ- 
ponding with the Queen's enemies, 

« At the ſame time Valiere and Bara, whom 
Harley had employed as his ſpies to go over to 
Calais, under the pretence of bringing him in- 
telligence, were informed againſt, as ſpies em- 
ployed by France to get intelligence from Eng- 
land, who carried over many letters te Calais 
and Bulloign, and, as was believed, gave ſuch 
information of our trade and convoys, that, by 
their means, we had made our great loſſes at 
ſea. They were often complained of upon ſuſ- 
picion, but they were always protected by Har- 
ley; yet the preſumptions againſt them were ſo 
violent, that they were at laſt ſeized, and 
brought up priſoners.“ 

This affair was ſo well improved by the 
whigs, that Mr. Harley was obliged to reſign, 
and his enemies, in their great charity, were re- 
ſolyed to find out evidence enough to ſearch his 
life. With this view the Houſe of Lords or- 
dered a committee to examine Gregg, and the 
other priſoners, who were very aſſiduous in the 
diſcharge of their commiſſion, as the Reader 
will perceive from the following account, ex- 
tracted from the ſame right reverend author. | 

The Lords who were appointed to examine 
Gregg, could not find out much by him; he 
had but newly begun his deſign of betraying - 


ſecrets, 
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ſecrets, and he had no aſſociates with him in 
it. He told them, that all the papers of ſtate 
lay ſo careleſly about the office, that every one 
belonging to it, even the door-keepers, might 
have read them all. n 
FHarley's cuſtom was, to come to office late 
an poſt night, and after he had given his orders, 
and wrote his letter, he ufually went away, 
and left all to be copied out when he was gone. 
By: that means he came to ſee every thing ; in 
particular, the Queen's letter to the Emperor, 
He ſaid, he knew the deſign on Toulon in May 
laſt, but he did not difcover it, for he had not 
entered on his ill practices till October. This 
Was all he could ſay.“ : 
In the examination of Valiere and Bara, 
and of many others who lived about Dover, and 
were employed by them, a. diſcovery was made 
of a conſtant intercourſe they were in with Ca- 
lais, under Harley's protection. They often 
went oyer with boats full of wool, and brought 
back brandy, though both the import and ex- 
port were ſeverely prohibited. They, and thoſe 
belonging to the boats carried over by them, 
were well treate] on the French fide at the 
governor's houſe, or at the commiſſary's; they 
were kept there till their letters were ſent 
to Paris, and till returns could be brought back, 
and were all the while upon free coſt. The 
order that was conſtantly given them was, that 
if. an Engliſh or Dutch ſhip came up with fthem, 
they ſhould caſt their letters into the fea, but 
that they ſhould nor do it when French ſhips 
came up with them ; ſo they were looked on by 


all on that coaſt, as the ſpies of France. 9 
u 
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uſed to get what information they could, both 
of Merchant-ſhips, and of ſhips of war that 
lay in the Downs, and upon that they uſually 
went over, and it happened ſoon after that ſome 
of thoſe ſhips were taken. Theſe men, as they 


were Papiſts,ſo they behaved themſelves inſolently, | 


and boaſted much of their power and credit. 
Complaints had often been made of them, 
but they were always protected, nor did it ap- 


pear that they ever brought any information af 
importance to Harley, but one, when, accord- 


ing to what they ſwore, they told him, that 
Fourbin was gone from Dunkirk to lie in wait 
for the Ruſſia fleet; Which proved to be true; 
he both went to watch for them, and took 
a great part of the fleet. Yet though 
this was the fingle piece of intelligence 
they ever brought, Harley took ſo little notice 
of it, that he gave no advertiſement to the Ad- 
miralty concerning it. This particular excepted, 
they only broughtover common news and the Paris 
Gazetteer. I heſe examinations laſted for ſome 
weeks; when they were ended, a full report was 
made of them to the Houſe of Lords, and they 
ordered the whole report, with all the examina- 
tions to be laid before the Queen, in an addreſs; 


in which they repreſented the neceffity of mak 


ing Gregg a public example, upon which he 


was executed, He continued to clear other 


perſons of any acceſſion to his crimes, of which 
he ſeemed very ſenſible, and died much better 
than he had lived.” f | 
As the Ordinary's account of Mr. Gregg is 
very ſhort and ſuperficial, we ſhall not trouble 
the Reader with it; but, inſtead thereof, give 
the copy of a paper which Gregg delivered t6 
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the ſheriffs of London and Middleſex, at. thh 
e 
The crime I am now juſtly to ſuffer for hav- 
ing made a great noiſe in the world, a paper of 
more than ordinary length will be expected from 
the criminal; who therefore takes this laſt op- 
rtunity to profeſs his utter abhorrence, and 
Re repentance of all his ſins againſt God, 
and the heinous crime committed againft "thi 
Queen, whoſe forgiveneſs' 1 moſt humbly im- 
plore; as I ſhall heartily pray for her yn! 
long life and happy reign over her united people, 
and ſucceſs againſt her enemies, with my part- 
ing breath. Fo 2 a 
This being all the ſatisfaction I can poſſibly 
make her injured Majeſty; I declare, in the 
next place, the-reparation I would make, were 
it in my power, to thoſe of her Majeſty's ſub- 
ps I have wronged in any kind; and particu- 
arly the Right Honourable Robert Harley, Eſq, 
whoſe pardon I heartily beg, for baſely betray- 
ing my truſt ; which declaration, though of it- 
ſelf ſufficient to clear the ſaid gentleman, yet 
for the ſake of thoſe, whom it was my mis- 
fortune not to be able to ſatisfy in my life-time, 
I do facredly proteſt, that as I ſhall anſwer it 


before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, the gentle- 


man-atoreſaid was not privy to-my writing to 
France, directly or indirectly; neither was I, 
his unworthy clerk, any ways acceſſary to the 
miſcarriage before Toulon, nor the loſſes by ſea, 
all which happened before the firſt of my letters 
which was wrote the 24th of October 1707. 
As for my creditors, as I am in no condition 
w fatisfy them, ſo I earneſtly beg they would 
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forgive me; and I pray to God to make up their 
loſſes to them ſeven- fold. 1 | 
For my own part, I do freely forgive all men, 
and die in perfect. charity with them ; not wt 
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ut humble hopes of finding forgiveneſs, throu 
the merits of Feſus Chriſt, with God, who, in 
mercy, touched my conſcience ſo powerfully 
from the beginning, astv prevent my proſtitut- 
ing the ſame to ſave my life ; for which inſtance 
of his love, to be preferred before life itſelf,” I 
bleſs and magnify his holy name, with unſpeak- 
able joy and comfort at my death ; nothing near 
ſo ignominious as would have been ſuch a life. 
After this conteſhon, the duty of a dying man 
leads me to. profeſs the religion in which I was 
brought up, and do now die, which is the Pro- 
teſtant. The ſcandal given whereunto, by my 
enormous practices, cannot be better taken awa 
than by my publiſhing to the world my hearty 
ſorrow far thoſe ſenſual pleaſures which have 
proved my bane. Wherefofe let all that ſhall 
read this poor account, take warning by me, to 
ſhun the like youthful luſts; to which, whoever 
gives up himſelf, can't tell how far they may, 
when indulged, carry him; even to the com- 
mitting ſuch crimes as he thought himſelf inca- 
pable of, ſome time a-day: of which ſad truth 
I, to my woeful experience, am a melancholy | 
inſtance : but at the ſame time, I appeal to the | 
great God, before whom I am now going to ap- | 
pear, that notwithſtanding all the pains to make | 
me out an old offender, by faſtening on me the | 
crime of counterfeiting the current coin; this is b 
the firſt fault that I ever ventured upon, which | 
was not out of any zeal.. for the Pretender, | 
whom I not only diſown at my death, but ſo- | 
3 L 2 lemnly 


„ ed * a 


8 
oo] 


| 
4 
bl 
1 
4 
| 
I 
x 


\ 


* Trial of Jon Mor oxiDcr, 3 
>mnly- declare, that in all my life, I never; 
thought he had any right to theſe realms, how” 
| fooliſhly ſoever I may have rendered myſelf ob- 
noxious in this particular. But the only mative' 
ef my mad undertaking, was. money; of which 
I never received any on account of the ſhip-paſt,” 
though I have met with the more juſt reward of 
ſuch ſecret ſervices intended by N 
5 N | ; W. GREGG. 


| He was executed at Tyburn, April 28, 1708. 
| . ee 1 
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The T rial, Confeſſion, and Behaviour of | 
JonN Morcrince, condemned for the. 
Murder of Lieutenant Cope. N 


OHN MORGRIDGE was indicted at the 
Old Bailey July 5, 1706, for the Murder of 
„ ents | +5 TH R094, 
The true ſtate of the caſe, and mattter of 
fact, as appeared by the evidence given at his 
trial, was this: Mr. Cope having got a Lieute- 
nant's commiſſion, invited ſome Se and 
other gentlemen to dine with him at the Dol- 
hin tavern in Tower ſtreet, on the 17th of 
Fune 1706.- One of theſe gentlemen that were 
invited, took Mr. Morgridge with him. thither, 
affuring bim, that he ſhould be as welcome to 
the Lieutenant as any of the company. Upon 
this he went, and after dinner was over an 
paid for by Mr. Cope, they all ſtaid a-while and 
had more wine, and each man paid half a 
crown for his club, and then they aroſe, and 
moſt of them went away; but Mr. Morgridge,' 


— 
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with ſome of the company, being invited by 
Mr. Cope to the Corp de Garde, they went 
along with him, and called for wine as ſoon as 
they came in. Two bottles were accordingly 
brought in, and as they were drinking, a coach 
came to the Guard- room door, with a woman 
in it, of no modeſt behaviour, who afked for 
Capt. Cope. This Captain, as ſhe called him, 
preſently came to the coach, with Mr. Mor- 
gridge, and brought her into the Guard- room; 
where, having been a little while, ſhe. cried, 
„Who ſhall pay for my coach?“ Mr. Mor- 
Fuat ſaid, he would; and fo diſcharged it. 
Then he offered to ſalute her, but ſhe ſcornfully 
rejected him, and gave him ill words, which he 


returned in the like kind. The Lieutenant took 


the woman's part, and the quarrel increaſed, 
and roſe to a very great height, both being very 
much in drink, and therefore in a raging paſſion, 
and not in a condition to conſider, that they 
were contending about a lewd woman, they 
threw the bottles at each other's head; and in 
that heat Mr. Morgridge drew his ſword, and 
gave the Lieutenant a thruſt, of which he died 
immediately. i Ar | 

| Upon which he was tried at the Old Bailey; 
the Jury: acquitted him on the ſtatute of Stabbing, 
and brought in their verdict Special.: Some 
time after this, the Judges fat upon it at the 
Queen's Bench Bar, and found him .guilty of 
-wilfal murder. But in the mean time, he 
making his eſcape out of the Marſhalſea, ſentence 
could not be executed upon him till he was 
taken again. He went beyond Sea, and being 
taken at Ghent in Flanders, was brought to 
England, and received ſentence of death the 21ſt 


ol April, 1708. _ te 
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114 Trial of Jonn Mogcainpoe, Sc. 
He owned the juſtneſs of his ſentence, thou zh 
he declared he had no premedRated'matice again 
that gentleman who he fo unfortunately” killed. 
He ſaid, he heartily repented of it, and prayed 
that God would wafh/ away the ſtain, and de- 
liver him from the guilt of that blood which he 
had ſo ſhed. He owned that he had been a: great 
finner, but was ſorry he had any ways offended 
God and man, and begged pardon of both. He 
ſaid, he hoped God would ſhew him favour in 
another word, becauſe he was always: grieving 
for his fins, and particularly for this, ever ſince 
he made his eſcape; and though: he had no a 
prehenſion of his being brought — 
here for it, it was continually before him, and 
- the remembrance of it was prievous to him. 
He made ſtrong reſolutions to. live otherwile; aix 
Was always praying to God to pardon him, and 
to keep him for the future. He acknowledged 
the juſtice, of God that had overtaken him, and 
Would not ſuffer him te live long unpuniſhed 
for this heinous crime. He declared his being in 
charity with all the world, even with thoſe why | 
had brought him to this his puniſhment, and i 
' prayed for the converſion of all wicked perſons, 1 
 defiripg-they would take warning by his fall. 
He ſaid he was above forty years of age, bom \ 
at Canterbury of good parents, and brought up t 
in the church of England; that both his father | 
and anceſtors had had the honour to ferve the { 


crown for above 200 years paſt, and: that him- b 
ſelf was, for a conſiderable time, Kettle Drum- {: 
mer to the firſt troop-of Guards, and was going li 
into a coinmiſſion When this melancholy accident 6 
happened. | ES, h 


He was executed. at: 'Tyburn the 28th: of HF «< 
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oer counterfeiting Dutch Sky ings. 
IR Richard Blackham, Bart. in the par 
of St. Pancras; in the county of Middleſex, 
was. indicted at the Old Bailey; for counterfeit- 
ing a Foreign coin called Dutch Skillings, on 


the 16th of November 1716. 


One Benniſon depoſed, that Mr. Angel be- 
ſpoke of him two pair of flaſks, and that he 
was paid for them by Sir Richard, ten ſhillings 
at one time, and ten ſhillings at another. Bei 
aſked who he delivered them to, he ſaid, to Sir 


Richard's Lady. That when he went to receive 


the laſt ten ſhillings at Sir Richard's houſe at 


\ 


Kentiſh town, he was perſuaded by Sir Richard. 


to ſtay ' there all night to help them in the 
morning: That *on the next morning, Mr. 
Angel and he got up, and went to work in 
making thoſe ſhillings ; Sir Richard was there, 

and ordered the! fire himſelf, and he faw ſeven 


made while he was there. 


Mr. Angel. 'depoſed, that Sir Richard: ſent 


for him, and told him, he heard he could make 


tare if the Lord Mayor, and Court of Aldermen 


a very fine -white metal; Angel anſwered, it 


was very good for buckles: Sir Richard aſked . 


him, whether'it would 'not make Dutch Skil- 
lings? He ſaid he could not tell; but Sir Richard 
ſaid it would do very well. T hat then he replied, 

but is it no crime to make them? Sir Richard 


laid, I believe not. He replied again, Sir, yu 


bing in the midſt of the law, can eaſily afk 
Council. The next -time he ſaw him, he told 
him there was no harm in it, and he did net 


ſaw 
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116 Trial of Sir Rienatiy BLAcxHAM, 
ſaw him at it. That Sir Richard proffered him 
ten pounds to live at Kentiſh-town with him as 
a more convenient place for the purpoſe. Ac- 
— he remoyed with his family thither ; 
where he ſeveral times with Sir Richard did 
practice the counterfeiting of Dutch Selig, 
Richard: was always — managing 4 
dre and giving: directions in working. - 

The Conſtable depoſed,” that having fearchil 
Sir Richard's" chambers in the Temple, he 
found in two drawers in a ſcrutore, two paicels 

of counterfeit Skillings ; and in the bottom of 
a box of writings, another parcel of about an 
Hundred, which he produced! in court; and in 

-ſearching; Sir Richard, found a pocket piſtol 
about him loaded with powder and: ball; and 
aſking Sir Richard why he carried it about him, 
- he replied, he did it for fear of a ſurpriſe. 
Another evidence depoſed, that he was in the 
room with the Conſtable, when thoſe: ſkillings 
were found in his lodgings, he: cauſed an eſſay 
to be made upon 9 and found they had no 
ſilver in them. 

Tuo other euidentes "depoſed, that {aw 
Sir Richard ſeveral times aſſiſting and ordering 
the matters in making the counterfeit Dutch 
ſxillings. 

Sir Richard called divers pebyle to invalidate 
the evidence of Angel; but the Court afking 
them queſtions, they appeared to be moſt of 
them ſollicitors for the priſoner, and that they 
had endeavourcd to perſuade Angel not to ap- 
pear againſt the priſoner, and offered him a re- 
ward if he would take the fact upon himſelf. 
Sir Richard made a long defence for himſelf, 
"oy little to the py 'rpoſe, The evidence wares 
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Er ebuhnterfeiting Dulch Sbillingl. 115 
kim being very full, the Jury feufd him 
guilty upon the ſtatute of the 24th of Elizabeth, 
and he was ſentenced to forfeit all his goods, 
chattels, lands and tenements, and to remain in 
priſon inn his * 1 % 10 408 
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The Trial and Conf: fron if Aves Ga. 
for aff, ſting in. a Rape. | 


ACE GRAY, of the pariſh of St. Giles 
in the F ields, was indicted at the Old 
Bailey, the 25th of April 1707, for aiding and 
aſſiſting John, otherwiſe Thomas Smith, in 
the committing a rape on the body of Catherine 
Maſters, of the age of ten years. 

The girl depoſed, that Alice Gray and he 
lodged. together, and that the night the fat was 
committed, ſhe wem to bed about Eight o'clock 
and about Eleven the priſoner came home, an 
à man with her; that being ſleepy ſhe did not: 
perceive wen Alice Gray came to bed; but 
awaking about Two o'clock in the morning, 
ſhe found a man in bed with them; that then 
ſhe endeayoured to get away, but Alice Gray, 
pulled her- back, and held her down in the bed, 
and {topped her mouth that ſhe could: not cry 
out, while the man gained the perfect know 
ledge of her body. 

Other evidences depoſed, that the girl the 
next morning acquainted them how ſhe had been 
abuſed, and inſpecting her body, found that a 
man had been with her, and given her the pox. 
The fact being plainly proved, the Jury ſound 
er guilty, and ſhe received ſentence of OY 4d 
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While under condemnation, ſhe gave the 
owing account of herſelf: That ſhe was 
hirty-two years of age, born at Andover in 
ampſhire ; that ſhe had all along worked hard 
for her livelihood ; that ſhe had lived ſeveral 
ears both a wife ard a widow, in the pariſh of 
t. Clement Danes, and uſed to get her living 
by making up ſoldier's cloathes, and going to 
aſhing and ſcouring, and nul ſing ſick people. 
She denied the fact, and ſaid ſhe was never 
guilty of any thing like it; and not without 
much urgency was A to own, that there 
Was a man in the room that night when the fact 
was ſaid to have been committed; that he lay 
a-crofs the feet of the bed, but never offered to 
force or lie with the girl; and that the man was 
a ſtranger to her, and ſhe knew not what be- 
came of him afterwards. e Ge 
She was executed at Tyburn, May 2, 1707, 


Ce ent EY 
The Trial, Exploits, and Confeſſion of 
WILLIAM ELBy, otherwiſe DUNN, con- 
. vitted of Houſe-breaking and Murder, 


'ILLIAM ELBV was indicted at the 

VV ſeſſions in the Old Bailey, for breaking 
the houſe of Mr. James Barry at Fulham, Au- 
guſt 2, 1707, with an intent to rob it; and' 
likewiſe for the murder of Nicholas Hatfield, by 
giving him one mortal wound with a rapier near 
the left pap, of which he died ſoon after. 
The evidence depoſed, that Mr. Barry hears 
ing a noiſe about his houſe between twelve and 
two in the morning, he get up with his 15 
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Trial of WIcLIAli EZY, 119 
and man, Nicholas Hatheld, went down ſtairs, 
and found a window broke open, and eſpied twe 
men without, at about five yards diſtance, one 
of whom was the priſoner. Whereupon th 
ran immediately up ſtairs for arms, but Hatfield 
ſtepping into the kitchen, was met by Elby, 
who drove him into the pantry, and gave him a 
fab in the breaſt, of which he died twelve | 
hours after. | | * 

In the ſcuffle between Elby and Hatheld, one 9 
of the thieves fired a piſtol to diſengage them, 1 
which happened to wound Elby in the leg, and 
z button was found in the pantry, which be- 
longed to Elby's coat, alſo a bloody ſword was 
found under a hay-eock, and a receipt that had 
been given Mr. Barry for money paid. The 
priſoner, who had little to ſay in his defence, 
was found guilty of the fact, and received ſen- 
tence accordingly, upon which he was ſo im- 
pious as to ſay, **G---d d----n you all.” 

The Ordinary's account of him is as follows. 
He owned he was guilty of the burglary, but 
would not confeſs the murder, neither would he 
a diſcover his accemplices, or any other facts he 

bad committed. And in this obſtinacy he all 
along perſiſted; and was ſo peremptory as to 

2 ſay, that if any perſon ſhould aſk him any ſuch 

; queſtions again, he would knoek them down. 
, Upon which I told him I was very ſorry to ſee 
him in that furious temper, very unbecoming a 
I 


man that was upon his everlaſting ſtate ; but T 
hoped he would conſider things better, and give 
me leave to aſk him oo I would certainly do 
it, whatever came on't) ſuch queſtions as were 
fit to be reſolved for the good of mankind, and 
for the cleacing of his conſcience before he * 

ut 
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which he could not do, if he brought afty ints 


under the ſame condemnation with him. And 


receive from him, at leaſt the ſatisfaction of 


z with others. He gave him the ear to all this 
but ſaid he would not come to particulars; an 
that in general he was willing to confeſs the 
he had been very wicked, and that he had com 
mitted all manner of fins whatſeever, that hi 
would confeſs them to God alone, and alk hi 
-. pardon for them. This was no ſmall grief ti 
me, to ſee a man whom I endeavoured to in 
ſtruct and reform, and thereby bring to God 
thus defperately fly from him, and ſink himlſe 
deeper and deeper into error and deſtruction. 
When told him he did very ill in curſing thi 
whole Bench, as he did at the Old Bailey, an 
that he ſhould be now aſhamed and ſorry for it 
he ſcemed unconcerned; neither did he expe 


120 for Houſebreaking and Murder. 
But he ſaid, he would reſolve none; for he in- 
tended to die in charity with' all the ' world; 


trouble. To this I anſwered, he was highly mil. 
taken, and that his diſcovering his companions 
4n wickedneſs, could 'not be an evidence at lay 
againſt them, and could do them ho harm, but 
poſſibly a great deal of good, and would be: 
charicable deed to them; for by this means the 
might be reformed, and fo prevent their coming 


that ſuch a diſcovery as he could and ought to 
make of thoſe wicked perſons who had be 
concerned wrth him, and thoſe robberies - and 
unjuſt actions he had committed, would diſpoſ 
him to die in peace with God, and his own con 
ſcience, and in charity with all men, and eſpe 
cially with thoſe he had wronged, who ought tq 


ſinzere acknowledgement of the injuries he h. 
done them, either by himſelf, or in conjunCtio 


mu 


« he was to anſwer with the Joſs of his life for 
c all his faults ; and why ſhould he be grieved 


c for them, fince he muſt, and was willing to 


« die?” I perceived he would be thought noc 
to be afraid of death; but I could not be ſatis- 
fied with his manner of preparing for it. Hi, 
pride and felf-conceitednelh were more prevalent 


with him than any arguments from reaſon and 


religion that could be offered him. After much 
diſcourſe and time ſpent with him both in pub- 
lic and private, he at laſt ſeemed to relent a lit- 
tle, and gave the following account of his paſt 


. "> | 
He ſaid he was about 32 years of age, born 
at Deptford, of very honeſt. parents, who gave 
him good education, and bound him to a block- 
maker in. Rotherhithe, with whom he ſerved 


for Houſebreaking and Murder. 121 
much grief for any thing he had done; ſaying, © 


ſmnful life, and the preſent ſtate he was now 


his apprenticeſhip ; but was no ſooner out of 


his time, than inſtead of ſetting up, or working 
for. himſelf, he went on rambling abroad, and 
got into bad company, who debauched him, and 
enticed him into thoſe fins, which by degrees 


brought him to this ſhameful and untimely end. 


He ſaid he had ſometimes ſerved at ſea in her 
Majeſty's navy, and ſometimes at land in the 


ſecond regiment of foot- guards; and confeſſed 


he had done a great many ill things (which he 


would not particularize) and had formerly re- 


ceived both the law and mercy ; which, to his 


ſorrow, he had not (as he ought) improved into 


amendment. Laſtly, when he was near the 
time of his death, he acknowledged his guilt, 


though not wholly, yet in ſome meaſure; and 
Vor. I. M praye | 
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echt that God would- forgive, both chat, and 
all other his crimes. 
At the place of execution, viz. the town of 
Fulham, I attended him for the laſt time, and 
with preſſing exhortations endeavoured to per- 
ſuade him to the doing of what he could to ſave: 
his ſoul. He told me, that (as he had done be- 
fore) he deſired my prayers, and no queſtions 
to be aſked, and ſhewed himſelf more and more 
poſitive in refuſing to ſatisfy the world, who 
had a hand in the burglary and murder for 
which he was now: to die. He ſaid, he would 
make no diſcovery ; only he owned again his 
being guilty of the . burglary, but not of the. 
— * meaning (as he expreſſed it) that he 
had not actually committed it, but another man 
with him had. But who that man was, or 
whether there were no more with him at that 
time, he would not at all reſolve; and he grew 
very angry at being aſked ſuch queſtions, which, 
he ſaid, “ put all good things out of his head, | 
<4 had put in it before; telling me withal, 
that he had deſired me this morning at Newgate, 
not to trouble him with aſking of queſtions at 
the place of execution, but only to pray by him; 
J owned he had ſo, but I told him I took it to 
be my indiſpenſible duty to God, to his ſoul, 
and to the world, not to comply with his deſires: 
herein, and I was ſorry he would not take ſuch. 
directions as tended to his ſpiritual and eternal 
od, 

en 1 ſhewed "wy a letter, which was deli- 
vered to me as I was on my way to Fulham; 
deſiring him te tell me whether it came from 
him 3 he told me it did. Then I aſked him 
who 
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who ſtole the 250l. in money, a gold watch, and 
other goods therein mentioned; he anſwered, 
« it was himſelf ;” upon which I aſked him 
farther who were concerned with him in that 
robbery ? he faid nobody. [The copy of 
which letter is at the cloſe of this account.. 

I again earneſtly prayed him not to deny this 
murder, if he had actually committed it, and to 
conſider, that though he had not done it with 
his own hand, yet he was certainly guilty of it; 
for he owned himſelf to be then in the company 
of him that killed Mr. Barry's gardener. And 
therefore he muſt repent for ſhedding innocent 
blood; and he could not with a ſafe conſcience 
go out of the world without diſcovering the 
party who committed this bloody fact. He gave 
me this anſwer, That he would never do it.” 
I prayed for him, and he feemed outwardly to 
join with me, both in prayer, and in the peni- 
tential pſalms that were ſung. Then I aſked 
him, whether he was not deſirous that the wor- 
thy Miniſter of the pariſh ſhould come to him, 
which I queſtioned not but he would charitably 
do if he was ſent for. He ſeemed to be indiffe- 
rent about it. TI aſked him again; and then 
he ſaid, he ſhould be glad of his prayers, but 
would by no means have any further queſtions 
put to him. Mr. Barry, the Rector of Fulham 
came to him, and made him a moſt excellent 
exhortation, ſhewing his great concern for his 
ſoul, which he was. Yeu to be in great dan- 
ger. He thereupon preſſed him to an open con- 
feſſion, as a means by which he might be ſaved. 
Several proper things 4 laid to his conſideration, 
and then retired, After this, this miſerable ma- 
lefactor, who ſtill remained in his obftinaty, 

M 2 would 
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would not ſuffer me to do any thing more here, 
but pray and ſing pſalms, which I did. When 
his cap was put over his face, he was teld he 
ſhould have what time he pleaſed for his private 
devotion; he ſaid he deſired no more than to ſay 
the Lord's Prayer, which he did, and added (as 
the cart was drawing away) Lord receive my 

59% ſoul, q | | | 
The Copy of the Letter abovementioned. 


SIR; . 
* O U may remember in May fait was two 
% [| years, your houſe was broke open, and 


„ there was loſt to the value of 2501]. in money, 
in gold and filver, and ſome time before you 
„ loſt a woman's gold watch, and one other 
watch, the outſide caſe being tortoiſhel, 
„ ftudded, and two pair of ſtockings; and un- 
„ derftanding you have been many times deſi- 
„ rous of knowing the perſon, this preſents to 
„ acquaint you, that if you will give yourſelf 
« the trouble of coming to Newgate (where I 
% am now a priſoner under ſentence of death) 
] believe you may be ſatisfied of whe truth of 
«the ſame,” | 


ry " 4% 


FF. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
though a dying Perſon, yet 
your humble Servant, 


Sept. 11, 1707. WILLIAM DUNN. 
from Neaugate. | 
„ Pleaſe, if thought requiſite, to be as quick 
* as poffible, ſince on Saturday morning next, 
I ſhall make my Exit.“ 4 
Direct for either of the partners that keep 
the Brewhouſe at Execution Dock, _. | 
; He was hung in chains at Fulham, Sept. 23. 

8 1 
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The Life and memorable Exploits of Jack 
HaLL, convifted for Burglary. | 


ACK HALL, whoſe villainies had rendered 
him as noted as any land-pirate, and was 
the terror of the city, and ſuburbs of London, 
was born of mean parentage, in Biſhops-head 
Court, in Gray's-Inn-Lane ; and in his younger 
years followed the occupation of Chimney- 
ſweeping, but ſoon quitted that ſmutty employ- 
ment for a cleanlier trade, i. e. Filing a Cly, 
(picking pockets) in which he is reported to 
have had a very remarkable dexterity : but his 
art ſometimes failing him, he was more than 
once apprehended, and the facts _, plainly 
proved upon him, he was ſent to Mill Doll, (ts 
beat hemp in Bridewell) but getting out again 
he took to ſhop-lifting; and on January 1698, 
was convicted at the Ola Bailey, for ſtealing a 
pair of ſhoes; for. which he was ordered to 
Shove the Tumbler (whipt at the cart's tail): 
but having ſatisfied the law, and got out of 
Limbo, he altered his courſe of life; and not 
caring. to do his work by day-light, he took 
to Milling of Kens, (houſe-breaking) and had 
not han, - in that employment, before he 
. was apprehended and convicted at the Old 
Bailey, for breaking the houſe of Jonathan 
Bretrel; and in January 1700, received ſen- 
tence of death ; but obtained a pardon, on con- 
dition to tranſport himſelf within fix months, 
. to. ſome of the plantations ;' and accordingly le 
entered himſelf on ſhip-board : but not liking 
that way of living, 8 the firſt opportunity 
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of leaving it, and got again amongſt his old 
acquaintances; and then went upon the other 
lay, taking Lobs, (portmanteaus, boxes, 
trunks, &c. from behind coaches) and being 
caught again in his roguery, was. indicted at 
the Old Bailey Jan. 1702, upon three indiQ- 
ments: the firſt was for ſtealing ten Holland 
ſhirts, thirteen neckcloths, and other goods, 
the property of a perſon unknown; the ſecond 
for ſtealing a portmanteau trunk, a filk night- 
gown, à watch, five guineas, and other goods, 
the property of John Edwards; the third, for 
ſtealing a trunk, five guineas, and divers goods, 
the property of Gilbert Cole ads ths 


It appeared by the. evidence, that the goods 


were ſent to the Three Cups in Bread-ftreet; in 
order to go to Briſtol ; and the coach going out 
early in the morning, ſtopped in St. Giles' to 
take in two paſſengers. In the mean time, 
Jack Hall, and two of his accomplices, con- 


veyed the goods from behind the coach; and 


putting them into a Hackney coach, ordered 
the coachman to drive to Ratcliff-Highway; 
where, ſtopping at an alehouſe, two of them 
went out, leaving Jack Hall with the goods in 
the coach. The landlord having more honeſty 
than his gueſts, ſuſpecting them, gave notice to 
a headborough, who immediately ſent a beadle ; 
whom Jack eſpying, bid the coachman drive 
down Old Gravel-lane ; but being purſued, he 
was taken, ſent to Newgate, tried and con- 
victed, burnt in the cheek, and ,ſent to Bride- 
well for two years. But getting out from that 
unpleaſant manſion, he fell in with Stephen 
' Bunce, Dick Low, &c. and taking a turn to 
| Hackney, and in the dead time of the night, 


having 
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having broke into a Baker's houſe, the journey- 
men and apprentices being up, and at work, 
they took them upon a ſurprize, tied them neck 
and heels, and threw them into the kneading 
trough; and one of them ſtanding over them 
with a ſword, ſwore he would cut off their 
heads, if they offered to ſtir or budge. In the 
mean time the other two got up ſtairs, and 
bound and gagged. the maſter and miſtreſs. Bu“ 
having ranſacked the chamber, and not find' g“ 
what they expected, they ungagg d the old man 
that he might tell them where the money lay: 
but he not being very ready to do it, Jack Hall 
took a young child, the old folk's grand- 
daughter, ſwearing he would thruft her into the 
oven, if he did not immediately direct them to 
his money. The old man, ſcared at this menace, 
to avoid ſuch a calamity, diſcovered where his 
money lay, which being about ſeventy pounds, 
they went away pretty well ſatisfied, leaving 
them to ſhift for themſelves. But this money 
not laſting very long, they went to their old 
trade 3 for in Jul 1704, the houſe of Francis 
Saunders in St. James's, having been. broke 
open, it appeared, that he being a chairman, 
had got information that the robbery had been 
committed by Jack Hall, King, and Ellis, and 
as he was waiting at St. James's about 3 o'clock 
in the morning, eſpied the priſoners, . whom he 
ſuppoſed were out upon the ſame deſign ; and 
giving notice to the watch, they were purſued, 
and Hall fired a piſtol at the watchman but 
miſſed him; but the ſecond firing another at him, 
ſhot him in the thigh ; Hall, however, got away, 
but-one of them was taken, and- for - want of 


evidence was acquitted, 
July 
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July, 1705, he was apprehended again, and 
ſent to his old quarters at Newgate, for breakin 
the houſe of Richard Bartholomew. But his 
name being too well known at the Old Bailey, 
he was now terribly afraid- of the Nubbing 
Cheat (the gallows) and therefore altered it, 
and was tried by the name of Low Price. It 
appeared by the evidence, that one Robert Ro- 
: man, who had been tried and convicted for the 
lame fact, had owned that it was done by Jack 

Hall and himſelf; and there were ether ſtrong 

preſumptive evidences beſide ; yet not being ſuf- 
ficient to convict him, he was accquitted for that 
time. Being again at liberty, he immediately 
betook himſelf to his old way of living, and 
after committing divers fobberies, was again ap- 

- prehended and indicted with Arthur-Chambers, 
October, 1706, for . ſtealing a handkerchief 

From Hannah Glub ; but there being a deficiency 

In the evidence, he was again acquitted. Being 
' ſoon apprehended again, for a fact he thought 
he was in imminent danger to ſwing for, in or- 
der to ſpin out the thread of his life a little 
longer, he got himſelf admitted an Evidence, 
and ſwore againft Arthur Chambers, for break- 
ing the houſe of Thomas Green, Dec. 1706, 
And alfo againſt Thomas Bell, for breaking the 


houſe of Robert Murdon, and ſtealing 1 Tol. in 


money, a watch, and other valuables ; as like- 
wiſe againſt Zachary Fitch, for breaking the 
houſe of Jacob Adolph, at Hackney, and ſteal- 
ing plate and jewels, to the value of Fool. 
and alſo Are ſome others of his acquaint- 


- ANCE, 


Having thus obtained a reprieve, and wiped off 


his old ſcores, he was no ſooner out of 9 


—— 


for Burglary. 129 


commiſſion of divers robberies, was apprehended 
in, and tried, together with Richard Low and 
Stephen Bunce, for breaking the dwelling-houſe 
of Capt. John Guyon, in the night-time, Nov. 
25, 1707, and ſtealing thence plate and goods 
to a conſiderable value. | | 
Mrs. Guyon depoſed, that about two o'clock 
in the morning, ſhe hearing a noiſe, and ſup- 
poſing there were thieves in the houſe, got up 


and alarmed the neighbours, and that on a ſud- 


den three men ruſhed into the roem, two of 
whom came up to her, and ſaid. D---n you, 
« deliver your money,” and gave her a blow 
on the face, and bid her go to bed; that the 
replied, ſhe had nene there, but what ſhe had 
was in the next room; that they then went 
there, and ſhe locked the door upon them. 
Being aſked if ſhe knew any of them, ſhe 
replied, that the perſon who ſtruck her was a 
tall man, much of the ſtature of Low ; but ſhe 
could nor ſwear to any of their faces, ſhe ſee- 
ing them by no other light than that of the 
moon, WP 7 
The maid confirmed her miſtreſs's evidence, 
adding, that Jack Hall, holding a candle in his 
hand, and a piſtel at her breaſt, gave her an 
opportunity of taking a perfect knowledge of 
his face; ſo that ſhe ſwore poſitively againſt 
Hall. And one Briggs, a boy of eleven years 
of "Res depoſed, that he being at the ſign of 
the Green Man near Billingſgate, fix men came 
to his father's houſe about four o*clock that 


morning; and that he being near, had the op- 


portunity of ſeeing and hearing hat paſſed be- 
Ween them, which was as follows, viz. That 
| . F | one 


but he immediately began a- new, and, after the 
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one of them pulled a dram- cup out of Kis 
pocket, and another a. handkerchief ;- and that 
they had likewife a waiſtcoat trimmed with 
ſilver, head-dreffes with knots, Which agreed 
exactly with thoſe the proſecutor had loſt ; ard 
that he heard Stephen Bunce ſay, we have made 
à pretty good hand of it to-night; and that 
Jack Hall replied, he hoped they Would make 
a better hand of it to-morrow night. The boy 
being aſked by the Court, how he could diſtin- 
guiſh one from the other? ple, that when 
they ſpoke aloud, they called one another bro- 
ther Stitch, but when they ſpoke ſoftly, they 
called one another by their proper names; and 
that before they went away, they made an ap- 
- pointment to meet at the two Fighting-cocks in 
Bundill- fields, between five and fix o'clock that 
night; and that he acquainting his: father with 
What he had ſeen and heard, he ſuſpected them 
to be ill perſons, and acquainting ſome ſtout 
men with it, they agreed to go and apprehend 
them. They went to the place; but not find- 
ing them, as they were going away, met them 
as they were going thither, and endeavouring 
to ſeize them, the priſoners fired ſeveral piltol; 
at them, but at length apprehended them. 
Dick Low, knowing he was likely to be cal 
upon another indictment for breaking the houſe 
-of Jacob Curtis, together with Davis and Mon- 
tizano, took the fact upon himſelf, to excuft 
the other two; but the IS clext, 
and they all known to be notorious offenders, 
the Jury found them all guilty of the indiCt- 
ment. 6 
Being under ſentence of death, Jack Hal 
confeſſed, that within the ſpace of three * 


for Burgtary. 11 
[aft paſt, he had committed a great many rob- 
beries, and ſome of them very conſiderable, in 
and about London; but he would not come to 
particulars, ſaying, he had ſorget them in a 
great meaſure, and it would ſignify nothing to 
any perſon to know every ill thing he had done; 
for he could make no other amends to the per- 
ſons ae had wronged, than to aſk their pardon ; 
that he had been a very ill liver; that idleneſs 
and gaming had brought him to the commiſſion 
of thoſe facts; and that he had been guilty of 
all manner of ſins, but that of murder. He 
likewiſe ſaid, that when of late he had ſome 
thoughts of leaving off thieving, he found his in- 
clinations were {till that way. He alſo expreſſed 
himſelf as if he was then willing to die, deſiring 
nothing in this world, but that God of his in- 
inite mercy would forgive whatever he had done 
amiſs, and diſpoſe him to die well, that he 
might avoid the eternal condemnation he had 
deferved: but if he were to live his life over 
again, he hoped he ſhould be wiſer and better. 
He was executed at Tyburn in the 32d year 
of his age, the 17th of December 1707, with 
Joſeph Montizano, Stephen Bunce, Dick Low, 
8 | 5 
Hall being a perſon of ſome eminence in his 
Way, a certain poetaſter honoured his memory 
vith the following Elegy : 


An. E LE GY on Jack HALL, the Chimney- 


ſweeper. 


At laſt thy roguiſh reign is ended, 
Ad thou deſervedly ſuſpended : 


* — — 
os 2 — . 
» * — = - 
bo -. Tx l WA 
TR ILY * 2 2 


132 Trial of Jack Har, 


] dere art thou now, thou reprobate, 
No jefted/t at a future ſtate, 
And ſaid, the place the Devils kept, 
VMs ſooty, wanted to be ſwept ? 
And they, conſulting, did agree 
To ſend expreſs away for thee : 
And fo thou'rt gone the Tyburn road, 
The neareſt way to their abode. 
But yet *tis thought that there are ſtore 
thy fly trade gone there before, 
Witneſs the bacon, beef, and tongue, 
Which in the chimnies reezing hung, 
Till by thy tribe were fwept away, 
For which they now ſeverely pay. 
Methinks I fee the ſulph'rous ſhore, 
„I here clouds of thieves ſent there before, 
Thee welcome give with diſmal roar. 
Didft think the fiends there would be civil, 
Becauſe they re known to love what's evil? 
Make but this outſide like appear, 
Thy intellefts already are | 
Ss put thy faveeping garment on, 
Twill make each Devil think thee one; 
Or cauſe this Proverb, after all, 
Ha!] like to like, 92 the Devil to Hall. 
rf ev'ry rogue throughout the nation, 
hould die like Hall, by Juſfecation, 


in carts 


Some now in chambers wou 
At Triple-tree receive deſerts ; 
Lawyers, phyſicians, courtiers, jaylors, 
Maould march in troops, and all the taylors; 
Nay, I could mention too a Lord, 
But that Scan--- Mag---ay, that's the word. 
Some hemp ſhould likewiſe be commixt, 
For many who pervert the text, | 
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Aud, what is worſe thim thieves ton d, 
Cheat you of ſoul and money too; 
Lead {c lous and wicked lives,” © 
And, like Bell-ſwagger, ride your AUIVESe 
29 fi 2 clergy ſee, 

AY rogues are at the tree, 
e Rs _ read a verſe, 


12 . to fing it, and that's worſe ; 
Which, by the bye, is charming ſinging, 


Th ſhake fa well, remember ſwinging „ 
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Beſides, obſerve the fatal line, 

| Makes each exactly /top in time; 
O fooliſh cuſtom ! (as one ſaid) 

er ſinners, when they re almoſt dead, 5 
To have fuch crotchets in their head. 


V to this Elegy a proper tune is, 
ray bowl it forth with Finis Funis. 


EPITAPH. 


Here lies Hall's clay, 
Thus ſwept away; 
If bolt or key 
Oblig'd his ſtay 

At Judgment day, 
He'd make eſſay 

To get away : 

Be't as it may, 

I'd better ſay, 

Here lies Jack Hall, 
And that is all. 


wr. 
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The Trial of Jonx Barns, for Murder. 


OHN BARNS, of St. Paul's, Shadwell, was 
indicted at the Old Bailey, Oct. 15, 1708, 
for the murder of Ann Edgbrook, by giving 
her 6ne mortal wound on the throat with a 
knife, the 19th of September preceding, of 
which ſhe inſtantly died. Sat 
'The evidence depoſed, that the priſoner came 
to the deceaſed's houſe the 7th of September, 
and lay there that night; and that the next 
morning one Mrs. Vineyard, a lodger of the 
deceaſed's, went to London, and left the pri- 
ſoner, the deceaſed, and a mantua-maker drink- 
ing together; and that ſhe returned home about 
{ix at night, and knocked at the door, but 
could make nobody hear; that ſhe then went 
to a neighbour's houſe, and came again at nine 
o'clock, at which time ſhe found the door half 
open, and the priſoner a-bed upon the ground 
floor, who called out, and told her, her land- 
lady was not at home; upon which ſhe, with a 
little Girl, went to bed in a room above ſtairs, 
and left the door open, that the deceaſed might 
come in, That about eight o'clock the next 
morning ſhe went down, and found the door 
faſt ſhut, but the deceaſed was not to be found; 
that then ſhe called in a neighbour, and went 
into the room where the priſoner lay, and found 
him lying upon his left ſide ſnoring and his right- 
hand out of bed and bloody, and that throw- 
ing down the bed- clothes they obſerved his throat 
to be cut, but the wound not dangerous ; his 
ſhirt ſleeves tucked up, and his arm wounded, 
but that fleeve which covered the wound was 
not 


* 
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net cut; a bloody knife was found in the bed, 
and proved to be the deceaſed's; his breeches 
were found under the bed, and under them a 
pole-ax: that thereupon ſhe and her neighbour 
ſuſpecting the priſoner had murdered the de- 
ceaſed, ſearched the houſe, but could not find 
her ; they then went into the yard to ſearch for 
her, where they found her in a ſhed belonging 
to the houſe, with her throat cut from ear to 
ear, her ſtomach cut down throughout like a 
ſheep, and her bowels and heart taken out and 
put into a tub; and that upon examining her 
head, a hole was diſcovered, which exactly 
fitted the blunt part of the pole-ax; a caſe 
knife that belonged to the deceaſed was likewiie 
found under her. It did not appear that any of 
the deceaſed's goods were taken out of the houſe, 
and the door being faſt in the morning, the 
no” could not be committed by any without 
oors. 

The priſoner, in his defence, pleaded that 
he knew nothing of the murder; and being 
aſked how his throat came to be cut ? anſwered, 
that at about twelve at night a black man did 
it; and that himſelf was much in drink, and 
could not well remember how it came; but as 
Ke had no better defence to make, the Jury 
found him guilty of the murder, 

Being under ſentence of death, he gave the 
Ordinary the following account: That he was 
about forty- ſix years of age, born at Oſtley, 
near Ipſwich, in the county of Suffolk, by pro- 
feſſion a ſeaman, and had ſerved the crown ſe- 
veral years at divers times in that capacity; 
but that his chief employment had been among 
the Colliers, in that trade between Neycaſtle 

N 2 and 


136 Trial cf Joux Barns, for Murder. 


and London. He owned he was guilty of drun- 
kenneſs, whoredom, and Sabbath- breaking, 
but of no other great ſins, and utterly denied 
the fact for which he was condemned; and in 
this denial he perſiſted to the laſt ; and being 
preſſed by the Ordinary to confeſs his guilt, 
end not die with a lie in his mouth, he an- 
ſwered, “ that he neither did commit the mur- 
„der himſelf, nor knew who had.” 
He was executed at Tyburn the 27th of 
October, in company with Mary Elenor, for 
- tne murder of her baſtard infant, by throwing 
it alive into the vault, as ſhe confeſſed after ſen- 
tence, and that ſhe did then hear it cry, and 
thruſt it down with a ſtick to ſmother it. And 
alſo with Agatha Aſhbrook, who was executed 
for the murder of her female baſtard infant, by 
ſtrangling it with a piece of lift, Which was 
Gone on the ſame day that Mary Elenor mur- 
dered hers, 5 | 
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' The Trial and Confeſſion of GRORCE SK EI. 
THORP, otherwiſe SKULTHORP, con- 
dilled of robbing on the Highway, 


EORGE SKEL THORP, otherwiſe 
IF SKEULTHORP, was indicted at the Old 
Bailey, for aſſaulting William Hills upon the 
highway, and taking from him four ſhillings and 
ſix-pence, the 18th of February, 1708-09. 
- The proſecutor depoſed, that as he was going 
along the 'Strand, near Covent-Garden, he 
aſked the priſoner the way to King: ſtreet, REES 
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he undertook to ſhew him ; but inſtead of that 
conducted him into a private place, where was 
2 horſe-pond, but dried up, and there took him 
by the collar, demanding ſatisfaction, ſaying 
he was a ſodomite, and drawing his bayonet 
offered it at his breaſt, took from him four ſhil- 
lings and ſixpence, pulled off his coat, and was 
endeavouring to get off his rings, but was pre- 
vented by ſome people coming up, who hearing 
him beg for his life, came to his aſſiſtance, and 
ſeized the priſoner with the coat and money upon 
him. | 

The priſoner, in his defence alledged, that the 
proſecutor would have committed ſodomy with 
him, that what he did to him was by way of 
ſatisfaction for the affront, in tempting him to 
the commiſſion of ſo foul a crime: but as he 
could not prove his aſſertion, nor produce any 
to his reputation, the Jury found him guilty of 
the indictment. 

He was a ſecond time indicted for aſſaulting 
one James Booker, and taking from him a 
gold ring, a muſlin neckcloth, and ten- pence in 
money, the 27th of February, 1708-9. This 
fact was committed in the ſame place, under 
the ſame pretence, and in like manner; and 
having little to ſay in his defence, the Jury 
found him guilty ot that indictment alſo; and 
he received ſentence of death. 

While he lay under condemnation, he gave 
the following account of himſelf to the Ordi- 
up b That he was born at St. Edmundſbury 
in Suffolk, and had lived as a ſervant in ſeveral 
gentlemen's families both in the country and in 
town, and had, for above ſeven years laſt paſt, 
been in the Queen's ſervice both in Ireland 
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and Flanders, in Col. Granfield's regiment, and 
Capt. North's company, and afterwards in her 
Majeſty's regiment of foot-guards, in Brigadier 
Tatton's company; that he had but little edu- 
cation, and knew but very little of religion, 
and conſequently had lived a diſſolute and de- 
bauched life. As to the facts for which he was 
to die, he denied being guilty of them, but 
owned, that he, knowing the time when, and 
the places where ſome ſodomites reſorted about 
Covent Garden, was uſed to put himſelſ in 
their way; and when any of them would (as 
he ſaid they often did) carry him to a bye- place 
thereabouts to commit their foul acts with him, 
that he would then take hold of them, and 
threaten to carry them immediately before a juſ- 
tice, unleſs they gave him ſatisfaction ; by which 
means he ſaid he got a great deal of money at 
ſeveral times of ſuch perſons, who, rather than 
ſuffer themſelves to be expoſed (ſome of them 
being perſons of a good appearance) gave him 
either money, rings, or watches, or what elſe 
they had about them ; adding, that he knew a 
certain houſe about Covent Garden, where thoſe 
Sodomites uſed frequently to meet, and had ſeveral 
times ſcen ſome of them there, and was very 
forry he had not then diſcovered them, as he 
ought to have done; acknowledging it was juſt 
with God to bring him to that ſhameful puniſh- 
ment, for concealing thoſe vile practices for the 
fake of filthy lucre. He ſeemed to behave him- 
ſelf penitently, and perſiſted even at the gallows 
to deny the facts; ſpeaking to the people to this 
effect. That he ſerved the Queen ſeveral years, 
and had been in five campaigns, had been a 
wild young man, and would be rambling abroad 
when 
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when he ſhould have gone to church; that | 
though he was not guilty of thoſe robberies for 1 
which he was y=u to ſuffer, yet as he had 
greatly offende od, ſo God had juſtly 
brought him to that ſhameful and untimely 
end. a | | c 
He was executed at Tyburn, March 23, 
1708-9, in the 25th year of his age. 
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The Trial, Behaviour, and dying Words of 
CHARLES Dean, condemned for Burg- 


lary. 1 f 


HARLES DEAN was indicted at the Old 
Bailey, Sept. 9, 1710, for breaking open 
the dwelling-houſe of John Stone at Skepperton, 
near Hampton Court, in the night-time, the 
2th of June preceding, with intention to ſteal 
3 goods, chattels, and money of the ſaid Joh 
tone. ö 
| The evidence depoſed, that on the 7th of 
; June, about twelve at night, the Houſe was 


| broke open, and the priſoner, with one Crouch, 
N entered the proſecutor's chamber, where he 
- and his wife were in bed together; and ſhe 
t going to cry out, Dean threatned to ſtab her, 
- but ſhe deſiſting, he bound her. Then Mr, 
e Stone got out of bed, and the priſoner and the 
— other dragged him out of the room, atlaulting 
8 him after a very violent manner, and with an 
iron crow broke his ſkull in divers places, fo 
that his life was deſpaired of: that the priſoner 
was ſeen by divers of the family, who knew 
him, and were poſitive he was the man: that 


day 
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day coming onz and for fear of being appre- 


hended, they went away without taking any 
thing, leaving behind a pair of ſhoes, hat and 
jon, > : that when they were gone, it was 
found that an entry was made in the briek-wall 
where the ſink was, with the iron crow they 
had with them. | RY 
| Beſides this poſitive evidence, it was alſo de- 
poſed, than the priſoner was ſeen. at Brentford 
by three o'clock that morning without a peruke, 
hat, or ſhoes, and pretended he had met with 
'\ thieves, who took them from him, and deſired 
the perſon he met to give him a pair of ſhoes; 
and the evidence was poſitive that the . priſoner 
was the man to whom he had given the — 
. The priſoner, in his defence, denied the fact, 
and endeavoured to prove he was at London at 
the time the fact was committed: but the evi- 
dence ſwearing ſo poſitively againſt him, it bore 
ſo little weight with the — that they found 
him guilty of the indictment, and he received 
ſentence of death. EE 
While he Jay under condemnation, he told 
the Ordinary, he was twenty-ſix years of age, 
born of good parents in the county of Montgo- 
mery in Wales, and brought up to the law in 
London, where he had lived from his youth; 
and was for ſome time an attorney's clerk, and 
for the laſt two years had kept chambers in the 
Temple, and done buſineſs for himſelf. Ap- 
plication was made for a reprieve and pardon, 
but none could be obtained, it being ſuppoſed, 
that he living extravagantly, had reduced him- 
ſelf, and therefore committed this fact on Mr. 


Stone, being his uncle or relation, after whoſe 


death an eſtate was to come to himſelf, He 
declared 
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declared himſelf a Roman Catholic, and therefore 


declined making any confeſſion to the Ordinary, 


having prieſts of his own perfuaſion to come to 
bim. 


When he came to the | place of execution, he 


peremptorily denied his being guilty of the fact, 
or that he was in the houſe at that time, and that 


neither was Mr. Crouch who then ſtood com- 


mitted for the fame fact. 


He was executed Sept. 16, I 710, in company 
with Jane Foreſt, for the murder of her baſtard 
child. 

Though Mr. John Crouch was in cuſtody at 


the time of the trial of Charles Dean, upon ac- 


count of the ſame fact, yet his trial was deferred 


till it was ſeen what would become of Mr. 
Stone, whether he would live or die, his wound 
being thought to be mortal, that he might not 


only be tried for the burglary, as was Mr. Dean, 
but alſo for the murder; and accordingly he dy- 
ing the 2d of October, Crouch took his trial 


as follows. 


— 


—_ _ — 


The Trial and Acquittal of Jonn Cgovcn, 


charged with the Murder of Mr. Stone, 


OHN CROUCH was indicted -at the Old 
Bailey, Oct. 13, r710, for breaking open 
the dwelling-houſe of Mr. John Stone, at Shep- 
perton, the 7th of June preceding, with intent 
to ſteal his goods, money, &c. He was like- 
wiſe a ſecond time indicted for the murder of 
Mr. John Stone, by giving him a mortal wound 
on the hinder part of his head, of which be 
| languiſhed 


” 
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languiſhed till the 2d of that inſtant October, 
and then died, 

The firſt evidence was Mrs. Stone, wife 
of the deceaſed, who depoſed, that be- 
tween one and two o'clock that morning, 
their houſe was broke open, and one Dean, 
who had been attained the laſt ſeffions, and ex- 
ecuted for the burglary, came into her chamber, 
with another perſon ; that Dean bound her in 
her bed, and the other dragged out her huſband 
and took him down ſtairs ; that while they were 
down ftairs, the daughter came to her and told 
her that her father was murdered ; that ſhe, 
getting herſelf untied, got out of bed, and 
went down to her huſband, where ſhe found 
him in a deplorable condition, and that he told 
her Crouch had murdered him ; that the pri- 
ſoner and Dean had made off, leaving a hat, 
* and pair of ſhoes behind them. | 

rs. Stone be ed by the court, whe- 
ther the knew the man who came into the | 
chamber with Dean, anſwered, that ſhe did not | 
know him, nor could ſwear that the priſoner 
was the perſon ; nor did any part of the evidence 
affect the priſoner, ſaving an affidavit of Mr. 
Stone deceaſed, wherein was mentioned ex- 
prefsly that the priſoner was the perſon who 
=_ him the wounds, and that he knew it to 
e him by his voice. The ſurgeons alſo depoſed, 
that the wounds he had received were the cauſe 
of his death. 

The prifaner, in his defence, produced 
nine very ſubſtantial witneſſes, who proved he 
was at London at the time the fact was com- 
mitted ; and ſo punctual were they in their evi- 
dence, that they proved where he was the night 


before 
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before the murder was done, and where he was 
all day the 7th of June; but the moſt material, 
ard wherein they all agreed was, his being at a 
feaſt at the Coventry Croſs near Stepney that 
very night, and continued there all night long, 
and was not from ſome of the company till 
eleven-o'clock on Thurſday night. Upon the 
whole, the Jury having conſidered the matter, 
acquitted him. 


— 


3 


The 7 rial and remarkable Confeſſion of 
Tuouas MARs, condemned for Burglary. 


HOMAS CURDLEY, otherwiſe Crud- 
' leigh, fotherwiſe Thomas Mars (which 
was his right name) was indicted at the Old 
Bailey, Dec. 7, 1710, together with Hen 
Norris, for breaking open the dwelling-houſe of 
Henry Hubbert of Hampſtead, in the night- 
time, and ſtealing a bell-metal porridge-pot, 
ſome ducks, and a gooſe and gander, the pro- 
perty of the ſaid Henry Hubbert. 

hey were alſo indicted a ſecond time, for 
breaking open the houſe of George Man in the 
night-time, and taking from thence a copper, 
and other thinzs, the goods of the ſaid George 
Man, the 3oth of November. 

It appeared by the evidence, that both the 
proſecutor's houſes had been broke open, and 
the goods ſtolen; and George Man depoſed, 
that hearing a noiſe in his houſe, he aroſe, got 
help, and purſued after the priſoners; and that 
in his purſuit he heard a noiſe under a hedge, - 
ind when they came up to it, found the pri- 
ſoners 
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ſoners with the goods; that they were very rea 
ſolute, and fired piſtols at them, but miſſing 
them, they apprehended them. The facts be- 
ing thus plainly proved, and the prifeners hav- 
ing nothing material to ſay" their defence, 
the Jury found them both/gaitty. Death. . 
Thomas Mars, when under. condemnation, 
gave the Ordinary the account following: 
That he was thirty-two years of age, born near 
Shrewſbury ; that about fourteen years ago he _ 
came up to London, and ferved an apprentice- 
ſhip to a maſon who was a freeman, and worked 
at his trade for a while; but leaving off work, 
and addicting himſelf to looſe and wicked 
courſes, be was in March 1704, convicted at 
the Old Bailey, for ſtealing 200 lb. of lead, be- 
longing to che Cathedral of St. Paul, for which 
fact he was whipt round the ſaid church; which 
correction did not reform him; for in Decembet 
1705, he was arraigned at the Old Bailey for 
breaking the mills of Mr. Hugh Marchant, and 
taking thence 322 1b. of iron, and two braſs 
barrels; for which he was fined 20l. and to lay 
in Newgate till the fine, which he could not pay, 
was remitted, which was the May following. 
That then, being diſcharged out of Newgate, 
he liſted himſelf a ſoldier in the ſecond battalion 
of foot-guards, under the command of General 
Holmes. He confeſſed the fact he ſtood con- 
demned for, acknowledged he had been a very 
great and incorrigible ſinner, and found by his 
own woful experience, that one fin, wilfully 
committed, eaſily draws on another, and that 
more; and a man cannot tell when or where to 
ſtop, till it ends at laſt in a ſad and ſhameful 


death. 
At 


oO 7 
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At the place of execution, he thus addreſſed | 
himſelf to the ſpectators: I deſire you would 
<< all take warning by me, and repent while it 
<« is called to-day, and remember your Creator 
c in the days of your youth, that you may not 
& come to ſo ſhameful an end. There are, 
“ know, a great many offenders, but I need 
«© not name them; I wiſh they may all reperit 
c in time, and all good people here would pray 
& for me. I aſk their pardon whom [have of- 
&« fended, and I declare I die in charity with 
« all men, and wiſh I could make amends to 
ce the perſons injured by me.” -— _ _ - 
He delivered a paper to the Ordinary, which, 
for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, he did not 
think fit to print; he gave alſo the ſame to ſ 
other perſons, which contained what he had 
before declared with much concern of mind to 
Mr. Reuſe, and ſome other perſons ; the ſub- 
ſtance of which is as follows: That he and an- 
other, known bythe name of Black Robin, did, 
on the 7th of June before, by the help 74 
iron crow, break in through the brick work at 
the ſink hole of the dwelling houſe of Mr. John 
Stone at Shepperton; and that having got him 
down ſtairs, Mr. Stone being a luſty and ſtrong 
man, ſeized on a muſket, but uncharged, to 
defend himſelf, ſo that there was a ſcuffle be- 
tween them; but he ſtruck him on the head 
with the iren crow, which wound proved/mot- 
tal ; and 'that the buſtle between them having - 
alarmed the family, and it then growing day, 
they thought it to make off, and he having 
at his kult entrance, put off his ſhoes to pre- 
vent noiſe, and loſt his hat and wig in the ſcuf- 
fle, went away in the hurry without them, and 
Vol, L O begged 
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others at Brentford, ſayi ying, he had met 
with-thieves who bad robbed Kim of thein. 
He poſitively and ſolemnly declared, that 
himſelf and Black Robin were the only ns 
that committed that fact, and that Mr. Charles 
Dean, who had been executed for it, and Mr. 
John Crouch who had alſo been tried for it, 
were not at all concerned in it ; and that he was 
heartily grieved that he had actually murdered 
Mr, Stone, and caſually Mr. Dean, for which 
he heartily begged pardon of God and man. 
He was executed at Tyburn in gompany with 
Henry Norris, condemned for the ſame fact with 
n * IS, _ 
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01 Enn 1aTorHen SLAUGHTERFORD, con- 
e of Murder. | 2. 


* HRISTOPHER SLAUGHTERFORD, 

aged twenty-ſix years, was born of honeſt 
parents at Weſtbury Green, in the county of 
Zur His father was a Miller, and gave him 
g education till the age of fourteen; then 
put him apprentice to Mr. Dyer of Godalmin for 
three years, at the expiration of which, he re- 
turned home to his parents; and after ſome 
time went and lived with a Malſter at Midhurft 
in Suſſex, and after that with Mr. Wood of 
Sandy Chappel in .Surry ; and then with Mr. 
Porter of Stoke Darbon,' in the fame county; 
at all which places he behaved himſelf ſoberly 
and or; But being weary of ſerving 
Won others 


- 
* 
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vthers, he returned home to his friends; and af- 
ter ſome time took a Malt-houſe at Shalford in 
Surry, where he followed the malt trade with 
ſucceſs, his aunt being his houſe-keeper, by 
whoſe provident way of ling, and his own in- 
duſtry, he was in thriving circumſtances, But 
his aunt's parſimonious temper not ſtliting with 
his, he is ſaid to have courted one Jane Young, 
in order to marry her; and ſhe having left her 
lace, in order, as it was given out, to go and 
e married: to Chriſtopher Slaughterford, bein 
ſeen in his company on the 5th of October, and 
not being heard of afterwards, he was ſuſpected 
to have made away with her, and a wartant was 
taken out to apprehend him; which he hearing 
of, went voluntarily to Capt. Booſhby and Mr. 
Fulham, two Juſtices of the Peace, and ſur- 
rendered himſelf, who diſcharged him. And about 
a month after, Jane Voung being found mur- 
dered in a pond, near Compton, not far from 
his houſe, he being again threatened, went of 
his own accord to juſtify himſelf before Juſtice 
Wroth, who committed him to the houſe of 
correction at Guildford till the Saturday follow- 
ing, when the Bench of Juſtices fitting, and cc 
amining him, he was by them committed for a 
week longer, and then ſent to the Matſhalſea, 
and at the next aſſies was tried at Kingſton, and 
acquitted, and many imagined, ſhe had ei- 
ther made away with herſelf, or was gone ſome- 
where by his appointment, in order, to lie in, 
they believing ſhe might be with child; and thus 
it continued for ſome time. Poa <7 
But the. greater part of the neighbourhood }. 
thinking him guilty, from the circumſtances of 
the thing, and 6 him, * 
| 2 Ul 
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trial at Kingſton ; and though he was acquitted, 

yet being ordered to be continued in cuſtody, 
— the parents and relations of Jane 
Voung to bring an appel. 
The father being unable to bear the charge 

of it, the country aſſiſted him, every one contri- 
buting . ſomething thereto; ſo that a bill of ap- 

peal was exhibited againſt him, in the name of 
Henry Voung her brother, and he was brought 

to the Queen's Bench bar, at Weſtminſter, the 
ſecond day of the term following. 

- The firſt witneſs was Elizabeth — 

the miſtreſs of Jane Young, who depofed, that. 
Jane Voung, when ſhe went away from her, 
laid ſhe was going to be married to Chriſtopher: 

\ Slaughterford, and had bought her new cloaths 
for that purpoſe; and that ſhe was going to meet 
him the Sunday following. That ſhe ſometime 
after enquiring about her, and aſking if ſhe was 
married, was informed, ſhe had been Teen in 
the company of Slaughterford, but nobody 
could give - any account of what was become of 
pdbhdauoer ſince, and that he himſdf pretended he 
knew nothing of her; but ſaid, be thought ſhe 
had been at home with Mrs. Chapman, which 
made her fuſpect that ſome ill had befallen 
Several evidences appeared, who related many 
circumſtances of his familiarity with Jane Young, 
and his going abroad with her, under pretence 
of marrying her, and of his being ſeen with 
her late that night the murder was com- 
The people of the houſe where they met, at 
a Iplace called Sheer, about three miles from 
Guildſord, depoſed, that Jane Young came 255 | 
e ET 16 |, PETS * ther 
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e 
ther on Sunday, and ſtaid there for him till the 
Tueſday following, at Whieh time he came 
and ſtayed. there all night, went to dancing, 
thereabouts, and came and lay at that houſe,, 
with a deſign, as the people thought, to be mar- 
ried the next morning. RE 

The man of the houſe depoſed, that he ſaid to 
Llaughterford, if you have a mind the buſineſs, 
ſhould be ſoon- over, and if he wanted one to 

ive her away, he would be father; but 

Slauphterford ſeemed difpleaſed at it, and ſoon. 
went away toward Guildford, and. Jane Young | 
97 him, he on horſeback, and ſhe ow © 
oot. | e 

Other witneſſes depoſed, that it was on the 
day of the Mayor's feaſt, which Slaughterford, ' 
went to; and that Jane Young fat at a Taylors 
houſe in the town to ſtay for him, being, as ſhe 
thought, to be married to him the next morning 
and that about 12 o'clock at night he came ta 
call her away, aſking her to go home with him, 
and that they went away together towards 
Slavghterford's houſe... : „n tro + 
Another evidence depoſed, that he met a. 
man and a woman about three o'clock that 
morning on Shalford- common, about, a quartet 
of a mile from the pond; and that the man had 
light- coloured cloaths on, as Slaughterford had 
at that time; and that afterwards he heard a 
great cry, like the ſhrieking of a woman; add- 
ing, that as he paſt by, he. ſpoke to the manz 
and, by his voice, did believe it to be Slaughter- 
ford. | FINE | 

Another evidence depoſed, that he having 
ſome buſineſs by the pond-ſide,, ſaw part of the 
deceaſed's cloaths appear above the water, and 
IT CE 2 bei 
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being ſurprized, he reached at it with his ſtick, 
and pulled up ſomething like an arm, and then 
calling for aſſiſtance, got the body up, and many 
of the country people coming to * it, knew it 
to be Jane Voung. 

A ſurgeon depoſed, that on exiniiging the 
body, he found, three. wounds in the deceaſed's 

ts.” which were to the ſcull, and one of them 
in the nape of her neck, 

One evidence depoſed, that after Jane Young 
was miſting, ſhe aſking him what became of his 
whore, he replied, © I have put her off. Do you 
* know any. girl that has any money your 
« way ? T have got the way of putting them 
« off now. 

Another depoſed, that before the murder was 
diſcovered, ſhe aſked him, what if Jane 
«* Young mould lay ſuch a child to you, as this 
« js here?“ At which he ſighed, and ſaid, * It 
« js now impoſſible; and. cried til the tears 
ran down his cheeks. 

His own man depoſed, that coming to his 
maſter's houſe about three o'clock that morning 

to work, he found him there, and that his 
maſter told him he had been up all night. 
'-Other witneſſes depofed, that Staughterſord 
ſaid in the gaol, that if it had not been for his 
aunt, he had not been there. - 

The prifoner denied the fact, and pleaded, 
that on the 29th of September he hired Jane 
Young for his fervant, contracting with her for 
forty ſhillings a year, and tffit ſhe promiſed to 
come to his houſe the Saturday or Monday fol- 
lowing ; but that ſhe being informed that his 
aunt was of a niggardly temper, came to 2 


farmer” $ houſe | in Shalford, and ſending for 05 
to 
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told kim that he would not ſtand to her agree- 
ment, unleſs his aunt went away, ſaying ſhe 
would ſtay at an acquzintance oi hers till ſhe 
had his anſwer ; that accordingly, on the Tueſ- 
day following, he went to Robert Sherlock's at 
Sheer, where ſhe was, and calling her to the 
door, told her, that his aunt would not leave 
him till he was provided with a good ſervant: 
Whereupon ſhe told him, ſhe would return.to 
her old miſtreſs at Alford; but ſome young peo 
ple ſtaying at Sheer to be merry, he ſtaid all 
night with them, and the next morning, the 
bth of October with one Richard Carpenter, 
of Churely, went from thence, which was the 
laſt time of his being in her company; and go- 
ing homewards, called at Lord Onſlow's for a, 
pocket-book he hag/ left there, and then went 
afterviards to one Thomas Collet's of Alberry, 
but finding nobody at home, he went directly 
to his own' houſe, and having put up his horſe, 
his aunt told him he was invited to the Mayor's 
feaſt, but he muſt firſt ſend two ſacks of malt 
into the country, which he accordingly put up, 
and going to ſee for a team to carry it, he ſaw 
three women coming down a cauſey, and one of 
them going into one Bowton's a Taylor's, he 
followed her, and aſking the boy if his maſter 
was gone to the Mayor's feaſt, he ſaid, yes; 
whereupon he went away, ſaying to the woman 
who was a ſtranger to him, how do you do, 
dame ?“ the other two women waiting not 
tar off for her companion. And as he came out 
of the houſe, he met with a team, which car- 
ried the malt for him, and then he went to the 
Mayors feaſt, where he ſtaid till between onę 
and two o'clock in the morning, then Nada 
ome 
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home to bed, but ſaw nothing of Jane Voung 
fince he parted from her at the White-horſe at 


Sheer. 

His aunt, and a kinſman (a boy) depoſ 
that he lay at home all that night * 2 
ſeemed not ſatisfied with their evidence. He 
called divers to his repiifation, but that did not 
avail him: and this being contradicted by the 
evidence on the other ſide, he was found guilty, 
received ſentence of death, and was remanded 
back to the Marſhalſea; where, while he lay 
under condemnation,” he was viſited by ſeveral 
miniſters, who laboured to bring him to a con- 
feſſion of the fact, but he could by no means be 
induced thereto. He ſolemnly declared, that he 
never made courtſhip to Jane Young, complain- 
ing that one who viſited him often during his 
confinement in the Marſhelſea, pretending much 
friendſhip to him, did him great injuſtice, and 
reflected on the unkindneſs and barbarity of his 
man J. L. and that he feared that one Mr. 


B. W. had conceived a ſpleen againſt his fathet 


as one J. W. had againſt his uncle, which they 
not being able to vent upon them, had extended 
their malice againſt him, ſo as to ſuborn wit- 
neſſes to ſwear againſt him, but he freely for- 
gave them. - His mother alſo and friends came 
to ſee him, but could by no means get any con- 

feſſion of the fact out of him. 
On Friday about 10 o'clock, he was carried 
from the Marſhalſea to Guildford, where ſeveral 
divines came to viſit - him, but none of them 
could bring him to own he was guilty of the 
murder, fie obtained a reprieve from Wedneſ- 
day till Saturday ; the Mayor of Guilford going 
to him, acquainted him he muſt * no 
| longer 
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longer time, and gave him alſo good advice, but 
by no. means could get him to confeſs the fact. 
e deſired that Mr. Woodroff, a miniſter in that 


town ſhould be ſent for; which gave room to 
expect he would ſay ſomething as to the fact, but 
what he ſaid was rather of à contrary hature, 
tending to juſtify himſelf. 1 
Being led to the gibbet, the only requeſt he 
had to make was to the executioner, that he 
might throw himſelf off; and they were almoſt 
the only words he uttered there, for being tied 
up, before the executioner could deſcend to do 
the reſt of his office, in turning the ladder, he 
had ſwung himſelf off. He ſeemed to die with 
a reſolute obſtinacy, but delivered the following 
paper to the Sheriff. ts 
| 8 ' . Guildford, Fuly 9, 1709s, 
I being brought here to die, according to 
the ſentence paſſed. upon me at the Queen's. 
« Bench Bar, for a crime of which I am wholly 


innocent, thought myſelf obliged to let the 


„world know, that they may not reflect on 
my friends and: relations, whom I have left 
« behind me much: troubled for my fatal end, 
« that I know nothing of the death of Mrs. 
„Jane Young, nor how ſhe came by her 
death, directly or indirectly, though ſome. 
have pleaſed to caſt reflections on my aunt, 
% However, I freely forgive all my enemies, and 
pray to God to give them a due ſenſe of their 
* errors, and in his due time to bring the truth 
* to light. In the mean time I beg every one 
* to forbear reflecting on my dear mother, or 
* any bf my relations, for my unjuſt and un- 
* happy fall, ſince What I have here ſet dow 
s truth, and nothing but truth, as I ** 

| „ 4 „ on SIS Vas 
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u ſavation at the hands of Almi "God; hut 
« 1 am heartily ſorry that I ras * the cauſe 
of perſuading her to leave her dame, which 
« is all that troubles me, as witneſs my hand, 
«© this ih day of July. EO VG DIED BN 2h 
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The Trial of Danizs, Damanzs, Sc. for; 


' Treaſon.” © 


ANIEL DAMAREE, a waterman, was 
indicted at the Old Bailey, April 19, 1710, 

far High Treaſon; for that he, on the bel of 
March laſt, in the parjſh of St. Clement's Danes, 
did, with a great multitude of men, to the a- 
mount of 500, armed with ſwords and clubs, 
raiſe and. levy nublic war againſt the Queen, - 
After the council had opened the charge, the 
firit- witrieſs called was Mr. Talboy, who de- 
poſed; that going through the Temple, he ſaw 
thouſands of people there, that had attended 
upon Dr. Sacheverel from Weſtminſter-hall, and 
heard ſotme of them cry out that they would 
pull- down Dr. -Burgeſs's Meeting-houſe that 
night, others were for pulling it down the en- 
ſuing night; and a third ſort not till they had 


ſeen the event of Dr. Sacheverel's trial; they all 


agreed in the deſign, though they differed in the 


time for putting it into execution, which how- 


ever was done on the next night, being the 2d 
of March. en 2 | 


"  mard's 


— Gl "+I 
©. 'SLAUGHTERFORD* | 


The ſecond witneſs was Capt. Orril, Wh 
depoſed, that about tog at night, he yas ab Leo- 


nards Coffee-houſe, and news was brought there, 
thas the mob had pulled down Dr. Burgeſs's 
Meeting-houſe; he then reſolved to go about 
where they were, in order to do what ſervice 
he could to the government, in making diſco- 
veries, &c. That the firſt place he went to was 
Mr, Bradbury's Meeting-houſe, in Fetter-lane, 
where he ſaw the —_ rifling the ſame, and 


was there forced to pull off his hat ; and about- 


half an hour -after ten he went into Lincoln's 
inn-fields, where there was a bonfire made, 
of the materials of Dr. Burgeſs's Meeting- 


houſe, and he ſaw at a diſtance from him, a part. 


of the mob headed by a tall man, to whom he 


went up and ſpoke, and found him to be the 
priſoner with the Queen's coat and badge on; 


that he ſaw him twirl his hat, and cry, D---n 
„e, I'll head you on; G---d d---n me, we 
« will haye all the Meeting-houſes down; III 
e head you on; High Church and Sacheyerel ! 
„ buzza !”. He further depoſed, that that part 
was divided where to go next, ſome: were for 
going to Wild ſtreet, others objected againſt 
that, and ſaid it was but a hen-rooſt, 5 pro- 
poſed to go into Hrury- lane, for that Meeting 
was worth ten of that in Wild- ſtreet. Upon 
which they all agreed to go to Drury- lane; and 


the mob not being ſo quick as their leader, he 


cried, “ D----n you, why don't you come 
along. High Church and Szchevere], 
„ huzza'!” that then this witneſs loſt him; 
this was about half an hour after ten. "IT 
The next evidence was Joſeph Collier, whe 
depoſed, that about nine o'clock he ſaw the pri- 
ſoner bring the brafs ſeonce out of Dr. Burgeſs's 
Meeting-houſe, and carry it to the fre in Lin- 
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celns- in- fields and in a kind of proceſſion; 
£ round with it two or three times about the 

huzzaing with the mob, “ High Church, 
« and Sacheverel,” and then flung it in; He 
obſerved- the pri i ſoner had been there about two 
hours, - was poſitive to the man, and ſaid he was 
one of the principal men in exciting the mob, 
and went off with great part of them to Drury- 
lane juſt before hs rs came up. Several 
other —— depoſed to the fame effect. 
The priſoner, in his defence, denied his bein 
the perſon, pleading that he had been drinking 
from nine in the morning till ten at night, at 
which time he was very much in liquor. 
And one Wood depoſed that he and the priſo- 
ner being drinking at an a- houſe in Water le 
about ten at night, news was brought there 
was a fire in the Strand; the priſener then 
ſaid there was a lady in the Strand that uſed to 
buy coals of him, and he would go to help ber; 
that they immediately went to Temple-bar, 
ſtopping n6-where by the way, but were 
ſtopt there and forced by the croud through 
Sheer- lane into Lincolns- inn- ſquare, and from 
thence through the wicket into Lincolns-inn- 
fields, that againſt the wicket in Duke: ſtreet, 
the mob ſeeing the priſoner in the Queen's 
cloth, caught him by the cravat, and threatned 
to daſh his brains out if he would not go with 
them; and as ſoon as they laid hands on him, 
he left him and went home: 

The alehouſe-keeper depoſed, he went a 1 2 
mucł in liquor a little after ten; and bein 
aſked, if any news of a fire was brought to his 
houſe, repired, no. 


Charles 
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Charles Fiſher depoſed, that he was in com- 
pany with Wood and the priſoner at an alehouſe 
in Water-lane, and that the news ef a fire in 
the Strand was brought thither about half an 
hour after eight, and the prifoner ſtaid an hour, 
or an hour and a half after, before he went 


AWay. 0... "> 
M.. Ward depoſed, that he came out of the 
alehouſe with the priſoner about half an hour 
after ten, and left him talking with one Mrs. 
Giles about ſix doors from Water-lane, who 
depoſed the priſoner was with her about a quar- 
ter of an hour. | 2 
The next witneſs was one Commins, who 
depoſed, he ſaw the priſoner at the bonfire in 
Lincolns - inn- fields, about eleven o lock very 
drunk, and the people hawling him, and, as he 
thought, making ſport with him. | 
| Mary Redding depoſed, that going with an- 
other woman to ſee for her brother at the bon- 
fire in Lincvins-inn-helds,” ſhe: ſaw a ſconce 
carried about the bonhre three times, and the 
man that carried it had the Queen's coat. and 
badge on, who was a ſhort man with black 
hair, but ſhe only ſaw him through people's legs 
and arms; ſhe added, that about half an hour 
after the ſconce was thrown - into- the fire, ſhe 
met the priſoner going towards the bonfire when. 
it was almoſt burnt to aſhes, _ ER 
Iſabella Prince, Bedding's companion, gave 
the ſame account; and that ſhe ſaw him when 
the mob opened the ring to receive thoſe that 
brought the wood,. and that ſhe met him when 
ſhe was going from the fire about eleven o'clock 
in Great Qeen- ret. a1 13545! 
Vor. I. P Rowland 
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Rowland Water depoſed, he took the pri” 
ſoner up at Strandbridge at half an hour after 
eleven o'clock, and carried him crofs the water 
to his own houſe. - PIE 

Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Harvey depoſed, they 
met the priſoner in the Strand, going towards the 
May-pole-about eleven o loc. 

The laſt piece of evidence for the priſoner 
were the witneſſes to his reputation, ſuch as gave 
him a very good character. Netwithſtanding 
which defence, the evidence for the Queen being 
politive,' and agreeing in all the particulars of it, 
and that of the. prifoners agreeing with that of 
the Queen's in many points, and ſome of them, 
on whom the greateſt ſtreſs ſeem to have been 
laid, being very uncertain and contradictory, the 

ury went out, and in a very little time returned, 
and brought him in guilty. of High Treaſoen. 

FRANCIS WILLIS was. tried at the ſame 
time for aſſiſting in demoliſhing the meeting- 
houſe of Mr. Bradbury in Fetter-lane, and 
burning the materials at a bonfire in Holbourn; 
but for want of fufficient evidence was acquitted, 

GEORGE PURCHASE was likewiſe in- 
dicted for High "I reaſon, for that he with a 
great . multitude of people armed, did, on the 
tenth of March levy war againſt the Queen. 

Captain Orril depoſed, that after he had been 
ſeveral times at Mr. Burgeſs's meeting-houſe, 
and ſaw that demoliſhed, and the fire made in 
Lincolns-inn-fields with the : utenſils thereof, 
he met a detachment of the Queen's Guards, 
and directed them to go to Drury-lane ; that 
when he with the Guards came thither, he faw 
a bonfire made with the pew: and other utenſils 
thereof, and a great mob about it which were 

l — ſcattered 
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ſcattered by tke guards; that there he ſaw the 
priſoner under a bulk with a drawn ſword in his 
hand, who puſhed ſeveral times at the horſes 


breaſts with his ſword to keep them off; that he 
was then driven from that place, and went a 


ſmall diſtance off to the end of Long- acre, and 


then went up to him, and aſked him what he 
meant, and ſaid, in oppoſing the Queen's 
Guards, he oppoſed the Queen, and would have 
him put up his ſword and go home: but inſtead of 
taking this advice, he made this reply, D---n 
« you, who are you? For High Church and 
% Sacheverel or no? I am, G- -d d----n them 


ce all (meaning the guards) for I am as good a 


&« man as any of. them all ;” and called to the 
mob, Come on, come on boys; Þ'll lead you 
« on, I am for High Church and Sacheverel, 
“ and I'll lofe my life in the cauſe.” After this 
he ran reſolutely with his ſword in his hand, 
and made a full paſs at the officer's body ; but 
one of the guards giving a large ſpring beat his 
ſword. down; or elſe he would have run him 
through the left. flank, that he retired a little 
lower, and the guards had at this time diſperſed 
all the mob, knocking down about forty or fifty 
of them in the action. And as this witneſs was 
going off, he heard ſome of the mob ſay, they 
would be revenged on the guards to-morrow 
night, for they durſt not fire upon them. 
Richard Ruſſel, one of the guards, depoſed, 
that he was commanded by his ſerjeant to march 
into Drury-lane, and to return their bayonets, 
and draw their ſwords ;; that when they came to 
Drury-lane there was a bonfire, with a large 
mob about it; that at the fire the horſe was 
drawn into one line, with their tails againſt the 


P 2 wall 
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wall, that none of the mob might come behind; 
that Purchaſe then ftood in the middle of the 
lane and huzza'd and came up, and would have 
thruſt hinmitelf between two horfes, but was 
- beaten off with the flat of their ſwords ; that 
then the guards wheeled about the fire; and the 
- priſoner came up at the head of the mob, and 
cried. D----n you, who are you,” whether, 
de for High Church, or Low Church, or Dr. 
<« Sacheverel ?“ and that this was about a quarter 
of an hour before the mob was diſperſed there. 
One ' Sutherland, an offieer that drew the 
guards up, depoſed, that he ſaw the priſoner ſe- 
veral times at the bonfires in Drury- lane, and ſaw 
him flouriſh his ſword drawn, and cry out he 
was for Sacheverel ; that he went up to him, 
and ſaid, Sir, are you encouraging the mob? 
He replied, he was for Sachevere! ; that then he, 
this evidence, went up to Capt. Horſey, to ac- 
quaint him how troublefome the prilohber had 
been, and received orders from the Captain to cut 
him in pieces; but the priſoner made off. 
George Richardſon depoſed, that he knew the 
Peitömer, for they had been together in Flanders. 
That on the 1ft of March, about ten o'clock at 
night, the guards marched from St. James's to 
Lincolns-inn- fields, where they quelled the mob, 
and marched thence into Drury-lane ; that when 
they came there they found a bonfire with a 
great mob about it ; that they ſtruck the people 
with the flat of their ſwords and diſperſed them. 
He farther depoſed, that he ſaw the priſoner 
make a thurſt at Capt. Hanſberg, and ſaid to 
him, © Do you intend: to kill my officer?“ 


Then Nun his ſword be: ſtruck down the pri- 


ſonerd 
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ſoner's point, upon which the priſoner retired 
under a . pent-houſe, and this witneſs rid up to 
bim, with a defign to cut him down, but was 

„ prevented by his ſword breaking as it was lifted 
up againſt the pent-houſe. Being aſked, whe-: 
ther the priſoner knew Capt. Hanſberg, he re- 

lied, he did, for he was abroad with him in 
Flanders. „„ TION 
The priſoner in his defence, produced ſeveral 
witneſſes, that he had been drinking from nine 
in the morning till ten at night, at which time 
he came from the Croſs-keys tavern with Mr. 
Broad the Bailiff, who depoſed he left him very | 
much in liquor, and, as he thought, going tovdꝰ 
his own houſe: 55 3 
There was nothing in the whole evidence for 
the priſoner, that contradicted what was fworn' 
by the Queen's evidence; ſo that after Lord' - 
Chief Juſtice Parker had ſummed up the evi- 
dence on both ſides, the Jury went out, and 
returned in about four hours, well ſatisfied with 
the proof of the fact, but not as to the points 
of law, and therefore brought in their verdict 
ſpecial, 3 


2 
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The Trial. and Ccufeſſion of Graces Trip, 
condemned for being an Afiſtant in 1\urz 
der, and Heuſebreaking. | >> 


RACE TRIP, of St. Martin's in the 
Fields, was indicted for being preſent, 
aiding, and aſſiſting James Peters in the murder 
of Elizabeth Blundel, on the 26th of Febru- 
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ary, 1709-10. She was likewiſe indicted upon 
the Coroner's inqueſt. SEE 
She was indicted a third time, for breaking 
the houſe of the Earl of Torrington, and taking 
from thence twenty filver ſpoons, twelve ſilver 
forks, four filver ſalvers, four ſilver caftors, 
and - filver chamber-pot, valued at forty-ſix 
ounds. | 58 
Os appeared, that the priſoner was hired by 
Elizabeth Blundel into the Earl's family, the 
Thurſday before the fact was committed; and 
en the Friday ſhe met with one James Peters, 
and fixed the murder and robbery ; that on the 
Saturday following, Peters was let into- the 
houſe privately in the evening, as ſhe was 
waſhing the entry, and conveyed by her into 
a garret, and about five in the morons Peters 
came into the priſoner's room, who ſtruck a 
light, aroſe, and went down inte the kitchen 
that they took a large wooden peſtle from thence, 
and went to Mrs, Blundel's chamber, opened 


the door and went in; that Peters went to Mrs. 


Blundel in the bed; and with the peſtle gave 
her two blows on the head, of which ſhe. in- 
ſtantly died, the priſoner holding the candle 
while the fact was committed; and then the 
goods were taken away, part of which were 
found in the priſoner's poſlefion, .. | 
The Jury found her guilty of all the indict- 
ments, — ſne received ſentence of death ac- 
cording lx. | 1 3 
The account which the Ordinary gives of her 
awhile ſhe lay under condemnation, is as follows. 
She was very ſparing in the opening her heart 
to me in the matter ſhe was found guilty of, 


and condemned for. I preſſed her very much 9 


mnie 
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be free, true, and ſincere, and ſo did others; 
but ſhe would not be perſuaded to make a full 
confeſſion. Sometimes indeed ſhe owned, that 
ſhe was preſent when 92 the twenty ſixth of 
February laſt at night) James Peters, who wag 
her ſweet- heart, and by her let into the houſe 
that night, committed that barbarous murder 
upon Mrs. Elizabeth Blundel, houſe-keeper to 


ters would have had her held the candle to him 
while he committed the fact; but inſtead of 
helping him therein, ſhe took the candle and 
threw 1t upon the ground, and went'towards the 
window with an intent to cry out-murder ; but 
durſt not, for fear of being murdered herſelf, 
At other times, the poſitively denied her being 
in the room, and . that ſhe was in the kitchen 


knew nothing of the murder till James Peters 
told her ef it, whieh was after they had packed 
up my Lord's plate, and carried it a way: In 
which robbery ſhe acknowledged ſhe was con- 
eerned both with another woman, and the ſaid 
Peters, who was that woman's acquaintance, 
as well as her own. She ſaid, that woman had 
given her ſo much wine and ſtrong drink that 
night, that ſhe was very much fuddled, ſo that 
ſhe did not know what ſhe did. She pretended 
the could very well remember, that after they 
had carried away the goods thus ſtolen by them, 
Peters charged her (if ſhe was taken) not to 
diſcover that the ſaid woman knew any thing 


ing, that ſhe was the only perſon preſent at it, 
and affiſting him in it. Which ſhe told me 
Was 


the Earl of Torrington's family, in which her- 
ſelf was alſo a ſervant; and that this James Pe- 


below ſtairs when this happened; and that ſhe 


of the murder, but take it upon herſelf; ſay- 
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was the reaſon of her owning (as ſhe did ſeve- 
ral times) that ſhe was aiding and aſſiſting in 
that murder. But now ſhe denied it. 

This is the ſubſtance of what ſhe then de- 
elared concerning theſe two heinous facts, the 
murder and the robbery ; for both which ſhe 
was condemned to this ſad untimely death, in 
the bloom of her age; ſhe not being, as the 
faid, quite nineteen years of age; and added, 
that ſhe was born of honeſt parents, at Barton 
in Lincolnſhire ; that they had given her a good 
education, but ſhe thor not ſay ſhe had lived 
up to it. That about two years ſince ſhe came 
up to London, and had been in ſervice in four 
or five families in town, and had not, till now; 
wronged any of her maſters or miſtreſſes, but 
her late miſtreſs with whom ſhe: lived before ſhe 
came came into the Earl of Torrington's family, 
in which ſhe had been but three days, when 
thoſe notorious facts of murder and robbery 
were committed there: and that the wrong ſhe 
had done to that miſtreſs was not great, ſhe 
having ſtolen from her, only an old ſhift, 4 
handkerchief, ſome pieces of Holland, and a 
pair of old ſheets, Here ſhe confeſſed alſo 
though with much difficulty and reluctance, 
that ſhe had ſtolen ſeveral pieces of gold; about 
thirty-one guineas, one half-guinea, a double 
| guinea piece, and a broad piece or two of gold, 

which were in a green ſilk purſe, in her maſter 
Mr. Bournt's dof. She had been aſked ſeve- 
ral Queſtions, and told as many formal lies 
about this matter; but at laſt confeſſed it. 

But further, ſhe confeſſed, that ſhe had been 
highly guilty of that which is the devil's fin, 
and that is, pride, which had led ber into — 

; | 0 
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of covetouſneſs, which often proves (as it did 
in this cafe) the parent of theft and murder, 
and is frequently attended with ſeveral other 
crimes. POR e 33 

Peters had fed her up with fancies, that when f 
they had got a good booty, he would make her 1 
live very high, and keep her like a lady. At ll 


'aſt ſhe was ſo far wrought. upon as to be f 
brought to confeſs, that ſhe ſtood in the paſſage 1 
near Mrs. Blundel's chamber, when Peters mur- i 


dered her. She was thereupon aſked theſe 
queſtions ſeverally. | 5.25: * 
iſt, Whether ſhe did not fee him give the | 

blow, or blows ? | | if 
2dly. Whether ſhe did not hear any blows | 

given, or any noiſe made in the room); 

3dly. Whether indeed, ſhe did not ſhew Pe- 
ters the way to that room? JD py 
Athly. Whether the did, not go herſelf int | 

| | 

| 

| 


the room with him 22 

5thly. Whether ſhe held not the candle to 
him while he was committing, or about to com- 
mit that barbarous fact? 1. Ki IS 

bthly. Whether, ſhe had not given him ths. | 
woqden peſtle with which he did it? ; | 

And laſtly, Whether ſhe did not help him to il 
ſearch that poor murdered gentlewoman's _ || 
pockets, and rob her, as (by her own confeſ- 
ton) ſhe had aſſiſted him in robbing the houſe, 
and carrying the goods away ?--- 3 

To all which queſtions, being preſſed to give 
politive anſwers, either yea, or no, ſhe would 
lay nothing at all. * TOS 

At the place of execution, I exhorted her 
over and over, to conſider whither ſhe was going, 
and fee that ſhe did not carry the guilt of ay 

1 GED ; not 
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fin unrepented of, into the other world, which 
would make her miſerable, and Burn in hell-fire 
Tor ever. I preſſed her therefore to clear her 
conſcience, and make a more free and open con- 
feſſion than ſhe had yet done of the murder ſhe 
was now to die for. To which ſhe replied, 
& She was not at, nor conſenting to it.” After 
performing the nſual ſervice, T withdrew, and 
the was turned off. ET VE 

She was executed at Tyburn, March 1), 
1709-10. | Wag 
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The Trial of Richax D ThonN HILL Eſq. for 
be Murder of Sir Cholmley Deering, 
„„ | 3 


DICHARD THORNHILL, Eſq. was 
A indited at the Old Bailey, May 18, 1711, 
for the murder of Sir Cholmley Deering, the 
ninth of April preceding, by giving him one 
mortal wound with a leaden bullet under the 
left pap, of which he ſoon after died. _ , 
T he evidence depoſed, that on the ſeventh of 
April, Sir Cholmley Deering and the priſoner, 
and about ſixteen gentlemen, were together at 
the Toy at Hampton-court, and that a difference 
happened between Sir Cholmley and Mr. Thorg- 
bill; upon which Sir Cholmley ſtruck Mr. 
"hornhill on the face; and that as they were 
ruggling with each other, the wainſcot of the 
room broke in, and Mr. Thornhill fell down, 
and had ſome of his teeth ſtruck out by Sir 
Oholmley s ſtamping upon himz, that upon this 
the company immediately interpoſed to — 
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farther miſchief; and Sir Cholmley, being made, 
ſenſible of his fault, declared himſelf ready to aſk, 
Mr, Thornhill's pardon ; to which Mr. Fhorn- 
hill replied, aſking pardon, was not ſufficient for 
the injury done him, in beating out his teeth, 
ſaying, Sir Cholmley you know were to find me; 
to which Sir Cholmley made anſwer, it was a, 
lie, Soon after this, the company broke up, 
and it was obſeryed, that thoſe two gen- 
emen went home in different coaches, and with! 
{ome reſentment, | 
Another evidence depoſed, that Sir Cholmley 
had, after this made overtures for an accom- 
modation. . | 
Other witneſſes depoſed, that Sir Cholmley 
came the ninth of April to the Coffee: houſe at 
Kenſington, and enquired of the maid whether 
Mr. Thornhill lodged there; that the maid an- 
ſwered, that Mr. Thornhill had lodged there, 
but did not then. That Sir Cholmley havi 
found out Mr. Thornhill's lodgings, aſked if 
Mr. Thronhill was within, and was told he 
was, but not ſtirring; upon which he im- 
mediately went up ſtairs; and Mr. Thornhill's 
ſervant depofed, that Sir Cholmley came into 
his maſter's dining-room with a brace of piſtols 
in his hands, upon which he informed his maſter 
dir Cholmley was there; who thereupon came 
to him, al aſked Sir Cholmley, if he would 
drink a diſh of tea, which he refuſed, but drank 
a glaſs of ſmall] beer, That then Mr. Thorns 
hill having dreſſed himſelf, they went tos 
gether in a hackney-coach to Tothil- fields. 
Another evidence depoſed, that when th 
were there, they came up one towards the other 
like two lions, with their piſtols advanced ; = 
when 
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when they were within four yards of each other, 


diſcharged ſo equally together, it could not well 
be diſcovered who ſhot firſt, That Sir Cholmley 
fell. And Mr. Thornhill went to him, lifti 

up his Hands and eyes with great concern, zu. 


immediately went off, but was ſoon ſtopped by 


a perſon who came up to him, and told him he 
had killed a man, and therefore ke muſt appre- 


hend him, and would carry him before Juſtice 


Croſs, who was a gentleman, and would uſe him 


as ſuch; that thereupon Mr. Thornhill ſaid to 


him, he- would go with him where he pleaſed, 
for he was going only to ſeek help for his friend, 
and deſired them without delay to ſend for a 
ſurgeon ; and fdr that purpoſe be offered one a 
guinea, and gave another half a guinea: That 
he expreſſed a great ſorrow, ſaying, he had rather 
have loſt his right arm. 1 
A woman depoſed, that ſeeing Sir Cholmley 


lying on the ground, ſhe reared up his head, and 


finding him very faint, gave him ſomething 
to drink, aſking him if he had a wife, or 
children; that then ſhe enquired how he 
came by that misfortune; he anſwered, a chal- 
lenge. That by and by à ſurgeon came, and 


offered to let him blood, but Sir Cholmley told 


him he had loſt blood enough already; and 
the ſurgeon dreſſed his wound, and he was put 
into a chair, and carried to a gardener's houſe 
that was near at hand, and then the ſurgeon 
took from him fix or ſeven ounces of blood, 
dreſſed his wound again, and gave him cor- 
dials, &c. : £2: 

The council for the Queen, demanded of 
the brother-in-law to Sir Cholmley, how he 


came 


= +» nf ac as 
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came by a paper directed to Sir Cholmley, 
which was read in court, and is as follows: 


"v1 Mays, 1711. 
„ ] ſhall be able to go abroad to-morrow 
« morning, and deſire you will give me a mect- 
« ing with your ſword and piſtols, which I in- 
« fiſt on: The worthy gentleman who brings 
&« you this, will concert with you for the time 
« and place. I think Tothill-fhelds will do 
« well; Hyde-park will not, this time of the 
« year being full of company. 

l am, 

&« Your humble Servant, 


«© RICHARD THORNHILL,” 


The gentleman replied, that by reaſon of -the 
great concern he was under at that time, he 
could give no particular account of that paper, 
but that he received it among ſeveral others, 
that were thrown into his hat in the room where 
dir Cholmley died, and which he ſuppoſed were 
teken out of his pocket, but could not ſay whe- 
ther before or after his death ; and that his firſt 
diſcovery of it was, upon pulling out his hand- 
kerchief as he was walking in the garden im- 
mediately after Sir Cholmley's deceaſe. * 

Mr. Thornhill, in his defence, produced ſeve- 
ral witneſſes to ſhew how much he was abuſed 
the deceaſed ; that from the time of his 
wounds given, he had lain in inexpreſſible pain 
and anguiſh, ſo that he could only take broth 
and ſmall beer for his ſuſtenance, for almoſt a 
tortnight ; that by the anguiſh, he was thrown _ 
into a fever, his life deſpaired of, his jaw-bone, 

Vol. I. Q | at 
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at-that time in great danger of mottifying, and 
the neceſſity of lofing more of his teeth: that 
the deceaſed came to him, as-had- been depoſed; 
and as to what the boy ſwore, that he did be- 
lieve the challenge to be his hand, it ought not 
to be of any ſtreſs ſince he acknowledged in 
court he had, never ſeen him write in his life. 
He alſo produced a great many perſons of cre- 
dit and quality, who gave him the character of 
a kind, affable, and courteous gentleman, never 
in the leaſt given to quarrelling; whereas 
the deceaſed was apt to be unwarrantably con- 
tentious: that there had been an entire friend- 
ſhip between Sir Cholmley and him, till that 
fatal accident; that he had been very ſerviceable 
to the deceaſed, in his election for Member of 
Parliament; had expended ſeveral hundred 
pounds in his ſervice, prucuring above eight 
hundred votes for him, one of which was Sir 
Thomas Robinſon, who depoſed, that he was 
preſent at the Toy at Hampton Court when the 
quarrel happened, and that ſoon after, he heard 
that Sir Cholmley would have made up the dif- 
ference; but meeting Sir Cholmley at the play- 
houſe, he aſked him (the witneſs} whęther he 
had lately heard any thing of Mr. Thornhill, 
for that he had ſent to him, but could never te- 
ceive an anſwer; and therefore thought he till 
reſented the matter; that thereupon, he replied 
to Sir Cholmley, You know that beſt; and 
that Sir Cholmley ſaid, If he required fur- 
ther ſatisfaction, he was ready to give it, and 

„the ſooner the better.“ RE 
The. Council aſked Sir Thomas of his ac- 
quaintance with Mr. "Thornhill, and if he 
knew his hand ? he. replied, he had- 8 
m 
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him for twenty years, had been ſchool-fellow 
at Weſtminſter; and ſince had kept a conſtant 
correſpondence, and had received ſeveral letters 
from him; and being ſhewn 5the: challenge, be- 
lieved that was not Mr. ThernbilFs hand, for 
that Mr. Thornhill uſed. to write his name in 
ſmaller letters; but did not know his hand fo 
well, to ſwear. it was, or was rot his. 

Mr. Thornhill's ſervant» depoſed, he did be- 
lieve it to be his maſter's hand. 

The ſurgeon depoſed, that the hurt Mr. 
Thornhill had received at the toy was very dan- 
gerous, that he had a fever, and that if he had 
not been of a ſtrong conſtitution, it might have 
occaſioned his death. 

Two women that attended him certified, that 
he received no nouriſhment but by liquids 3 and 
that the operations that were neceſla ary to be 
made, were purpoſely Ag for his - better 
—_ at his jon, 2 4 

nother evidence depoſed, that upon aſking 
dir Cholmley whether he came by the injury, 
by unfair uſage, he replied, no, Poor 
« Thornhill ! I am ſorry for him ; this misfor- 
* tune was my own Gault, and of my own 
* ſecking : I heartily forgive him, and deſire 
Jou all to take notice of it, that it may. be 
* ſome ſervice to him; and that one misfor- 
* tune may. not occaſion another. 

Dr. Smalridge depoſed, that he. being ſent 
tor toSir Cholmley, he would have receiyed the 
Sacrament: from him, telling him, he was 

« extremely ſorry for what had happened: bye: 
that thereupon he told Sir Cholmley, he could 
not adminiſter the Sacrament to him, unleſs 
** he was ſorry for the crime alſo.“ To which 


Ws Sir 
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Sir Cholmley anſwered, “ What would you 
„ have me do? I was challenged:“ that * 
upon he replied, that was not ſufficient to juſtil 
him; but that he muſt own the fault, and for- 
give the perſon ; that Sir Cholmley did expreſs 
- himfelf, that he du hearti;y repent of that, and 
all his other ſins, and freely forgave the perſon 
vo did him the i injury. 

Upon hearin the bebe wat'er, the Judge 
acquainted e how the Jaw ſtood in re- 
ſpect to * and murder, viz. 

That where there was nc previous quarrel, 
© and a perſon ſhould happen to be killed in 
heat of blood, upon a fudden difference that 
might arife, in this caſe the law did fo far in- 
« dufge the paſſions of men, as to allow ſuch an 
« adlion to be only manſla ghter. | 

„But if there was a prepenfe malice, and 
« ſome time intervened after the quarrel hap- 

* pened, the law 1 4 the paſſion of men 
« might cou], did 1: ſuch a caſc a it to 
'« be * murder. 

The Jury conſidering the matter, found 
Mr. Thornhill. guilty of Manftaughter only. 


„** — 


— 
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The Trial, Confeſſion, and 1 of 
ELIZABETH MasoN, convicted Wd r- 
dering Ber Mi ſtreſs. 


\LIZABETH MASON, of St. Paul, 
Covent-Garden, was indicted at the Old 
Bailey, June 6, 1712, fogthe murder of Jane 


Scoles, by mixing a certain quantity of Panel ; 
e 


2 
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1 70158 arſenick; in coffee, and giving it | 
the faid Jane Scoles to drink, on the 18th' of |} 
April, with intent to poiſon © her; and. ſhe 
drinking the ſame lan guiſhed till the 19th and 
then died: to which 5, liQument the pleaded | 
eg and receiyed 22 of death acccord- [ 


ner aceount given by the Ordinary of this 
malefaCtor, is as follows: To begin with her 
age, ſhe ſaid, that on the 10th of April laſt, 
ſhe believed the was fourteen years old, but was 
not certain, neither did ſhe know any thing of 
her birth or parentage, any more than that ſhe 
had heard ſome people ſay, her father was an 
exciſeman, and that ſhe was born at Melton 
Mowbray in Leiceſterſhire ; and from thence 
carried very young to Sutton, ncar Peterborougi 
in Northamptonſhire : Where ſhe ſaid ſhe was 
at nurſe, and there remained till ſhe was about 
ſeven years of age, and then was brought up to 
London, and lived about ſeven years with Mrs. 
Jane Scoles, (who told her ſhe was her god- 
mother) and Mrs. Catherine Cholwell, ſiſter to 
Mrs. Scoles; they dwelling both together at 
that time without Temple- bar, and a. ter wards 
in Covent-Garden. 

As this young maid grew up, they put her 
to all manner of houſe- work, and ſhe helped 
them alſo in their buſineſs of clear- ſtarching: 
but growing weary of this ſervice, which ſhe 
found hard, and hoping, (as they promiſed her) 
that they would leave her all that they were 
worth at their death, ſhe refolved to poiſon | 
them both ; which ſhe did accordingly : "x 2K. 
was thus, * ol 


5 Q 3 On 
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On Friday in the Paſſion week, being ſent by 
her miſtreſſes on an errand, ſhe tarried ſo long, 
that” they were very angry, and corrected ber 
ſeverely for it at her return. After that, they 
_ ber. en ano! e NEeR ; 
while being full of ſpleen agai m, in her 
Way, ſhe . of a Drugect two ounces and 
a half 'of yellow arſenick, (which ſhe 4788 | 
was to kill rats) and next morning. (Good Friday 
ſhe mixed part of it with ſome coffee ſhe had 
made for her miſtreſſes, and threw the reſt away, 
as ſuppoſing ſhe ſhould have no further als fin 
it. Her miſtreſſes drank the coffee; and the- 
upon Mrs. Scoles found herſelf extremely ill, 
and, not knowing the cauſe of her illneſs, ſaid, 
„ ſhe was ſtruck with death.” And ſo it proved; 

For being thereupon ſtrangely altered, and grow- 
ing worſe, died the next morning, before the 
miniſter (who was then ſent for) could come 
and pray by her. As for Mrs, Cholwell, the. 
2 dil not kill her; which the treacherous - 

| wretch obſerving, and finding herſelf - diſap- 

if pointed of her delign, reſolved to poiſon her. a 

ſcccond time, and do it effectually, as ſhe had, 
ſerved her other miſtreſs before. For which 
wicked purpoſe, about ten or twelve days after, 

ſhe went to the ſame ſhop again, and bought a; 
kalf-penny-worth of the ſame arſenick, and put 
it into a porringer of, water- gruel, prepared for 

Mrs. Cholwells breakfaſt, Here the good Pro- 

vidence of God manifeſtly-interpoſed in the pre- 
ſervation of Mrs, Cholwell's liſe; for when this 
deadly breakfaſt was brought up to her, it was 
fo het, that ſhe was obliged to let it £:,) a-while 
before ſhe could take it, and by tha ns tue 
arſenick ſettling at the bottom of th- Perrin 


r A Cw es ow. 0 


for poiſoning 1 be Xe 175 
ſhe did riot ſwallow it all down however, what 
ſhe did take of it made her immediately very 
fick. Upon which, he looking In her porrin- 

apothetary'; who, on examining 


2 and ſeeing ſornething that appeared 
nt 
it, perceiving it te be r poiſon, | the 8 


for her | 
. quantity of oil to drink; 2220 by tl 

er proper remedies, the poiſon was e 1 
and the farther mifchieyous effects of it Opal 
Upon which the wretched maid was ſuſpected 
of having: poiſoned” the "deceaſed, and this her 
ſurvivin ” miſtreſs and being charged with it, 
ſhe readily confeſſed it; as ſhe did likewiſe before 
two Juſtices of the Peace, Who examined her, 
— on Het own confeſſion, committed her ta 

ewgate. 

Ot my aſking her, whether ay tweet-heart, 
pretended lover, or other perſon, had prompted | 
her to the cbmmiſſion of this great wickedneſs 
ſhe anſwered me, No; adding, that the Devil 
and her own pride, and the hope of Lving a 
« eaſe, by%having all that her miſtreſſes ſhould 
« leave behind them, were the only cauſe of it.” 
And being farther aſked, whether ſhe had not 
ſometimes cheated her miſtreſſes of monies which 
ſhe received for them? The Tiot only owned it, 
but alſo confeſſed, ** that to hide « cheats, 
and other faults; ſhe Had often told abundance 
of lies; the remembrance Whereof was. a 
« —_ grief to her.” 

gave her the beſt advice I ws. and ear- 
neſtly exhorted her-to ſtir up herſelf to God, and 
to implore a lively faith and ſincere repentance, 
This did not ſeem at firſt to make much im- 
preflion on her mind; but at laſt ſhe was awak- 


ened, and became ſenſible of the miſerable con- 
dition 


_— 
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dition her fins had brought her into, and ex- 
preſſed her great defire of God's pardon, pray- 
ing that he would deliver her from blood-guilti- 
neſs. She alſa aſked forgiveneſs of her ſurviving 
miſtreſs, Mrs. Cholwell, for attempting twice to 
kill her with poiſon, and for all the other inju- 
ries ſhe had at any time done both to her and 
her deceaſed ſiſter. | | 
The day before ſhe died, ſhe received the 
holy Sacrament (which ſhe longed for) with 
great devotion, And when the time of her 
death drew near, ſhe ſeemed ſo far from being 
diſcompoſed with any uneaſy thoughts about it, 
that ſhe comfortably reſigned up her ſpirit to 
God, ſaying, ** I feel now more joy. in my 
«© heart, than if I were going to a feaſt or merryj= | 
% making. Methinks I ſee the gates of heaven 
„ open, and the glorious things therein, plainly 
© before my eyes; and I doubt not in the leaf 
* but I ſhall obtain them through the merits 
„ and interceſſion of my dear Redeemer.”  . 
She was executed at Tyburn, June 18, 
_ © Ut 1 | ba 


3 


The 7. rial, ſtrange C onfeſſion, and fupid Be- 
- haviour of JosgPpH PHILLIPs, convicted 
of Muraer. a il 


OSEPH PHILLIPS, of St. Mary White- 
chapel, was indicted at the Old Bailey, the 
I6th of July, 1712, for the murder of Thomas 
Cook, an infant of fix years of age, the BR of 
80 | £0 une 
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June preceding, by cutting his throat with 2 
razor. a | y 
The evidence was the father of the child, who 
depoſed, that the priſoner had lodged with hing 
three quarters of a year; and that about Eaſier 
before; the child was brought home from nurſe, 
and the repeated entreaties of the priſoner, who 
was very deſirous to have him lie with him, and 
that he did lie with him awhile till the priſoner 
was taken ſick, and then the child lay with its 
father and mother. After his recovery, the 
child was unwilling to lie with him again, but 
was at length prevailed upon; and in the morn- 
ing, the fixth of June, he not hearing him ftir, 
as uſual, went up ſtairs into the chamber, and 
to the bed-ſide, where he ſaw the dreadiul 
ſpectacle of his child lying with his hands tied, 
and his throat cut, but the priſoner gone. The. 
ſame night the father was informed where the 
priſoner was, and took him; at which time he 
confeſſed the fact, ſaying, he had bought the 
razor on purpoſe ſome days before, and deſired 
the child to lie with him, for the end to murder 
him ; and that he did it becauſe he had a mind 
to die; and the ſame he ſaid before the Juſ- 
ice, 
Upon his trial he made no defence, only ſaid, 
* Now it is done, it cannot be helped,” and 
that he was overpowered, and had a mind to 
die: and being aſked, what time he did the 
cruel fact, he anſwered, it was in the mornin 
after he was up and had his cloaths on — 
that when he had done it he went to Dulwich, 
but could not be quiet till he returned. 
Several witneſſes endeavoured to prove him 
lunatic, but by a great many others it appeared 
to 


4 
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40 be quite -otheryiſe; :and that he was rather 
ſullen than mad. | 
Gren the whole, dhe Jury found him-guilty 
Nn murder, and he received ſe tene; of 
The Ordinary gives this aecount of bine: 
That he ſaid he was about twenty-three years 
of age, born in . by trade a 
Silk-weaver, at which he uſed to work ver 
hard, and never was addicted to ſwearing, curi- 
ing, lying, whoring, drinking, or the like; 
that he frequently went to church, and ſome- 
times to meetings; that he never was guilty of 
murder before, nor of any other crimes what- 
ever. He confeſſed he was - gnilty of the fact, 
but could not preſently be brought to own, that 
it Was a moſt erying and horrible ſin; ſaying, 
that he did it only to be hanged, for he-mightily 
longed to die. In this perſuaſion he ſeemed ſome 
time to be; and at other times ſaid, he was ſorry 
for what he had done, and would fain live if he 
eould. The Ordinary then told him, he muſt 
die, for that he had cheſen, and there was no 
room left for another choice ; but his great bu- 
ſineſs was, to prepare for death in good earneſt, 
by praying to God that he might truly repent of 
that horrid murder he had committed; and which 
would certainly damn him to all eternity, except 
he repented of it with all his heart. But he did 
not appear in the leaſt affected with theſe and 
more exhertations of the like nature, but re- 
mained ſullen, obſtinate, and hardened, and 
ſeemed all along very fooliſh, and inſenſible of 
his preſent miſerable condition, and the great 
danger he was in of falling into a greater : And 
thus he continued, till he ſaw death — | 
a 5 oſe 
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cloſe upen him, which in ſome meaſure awakened: 
him, and drew from him ſuch expreſſions as 
theſez *©* Lam very ſorry for what I have done, 
te and wiſh I had not done it: 1 for- 
give me; but ſaid, it cannot be helped now; 
« if it could, I would never do it again for all 
« the world.“ The Ordinary thereupon ex- 
horted him ſeriouſly. to conſider of what he had 
done, and what would become of him, if he 
did not truly and thoroughly repent of that, and 
all other his ſins. To Which he gave no anſwer 
but this: To be ſure, I repent;” but ap- 
peared ſtill dull and ſtupid : but afterwards ſeemed 
to have a greater ſenſe, ſhedding tears, and ex- 
preſſing ſorrow for his crime. | | 

He was executed at Ty burn, without making. 
any other confeſſion, Auguſt 1, 1712, in the 
twenty-third year of his age, 


— „ —_ » 


The Trial, Confeſſion, and | deſpairing Con- 
dition -of ELIZABETH CHIVERS, con- 
vitfed for the Murder of her baſtard 

n | | 


LIZABETH CHIVERS, of the pariſh of 
Stepney, was indicted at the Old Bailey, 
July 16, 1712, for the Murder of her female 
baſtard child, Elizabeth Ward, by drowning it 
in a pond; to which indictment ſhe pleaded: 
guilty, and-received ſentence of death, | 
The following is the Ordinary's account of. 
her: She readily owned the fact, and ſaid, the: 
manner of her life had been thus: That ſhe, be- 


ing 
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ing very young when her father died, and her 
mocher left in very poor circumſtances, ſhe was 
obliged to go to ſervice at fourteen years of age: 
that ſhe had lived in ſeveral worthy families, 
Where ſhe behaved herſelf faithfully and honeſtly 
in all reſpects; but, that two years ſince, ſhe 
removing from the ſervice ſhe was then in to an- 
other, her maſter perſuaded ker to lie with him, 
and got her with child : that when ſhe began to 
w big, ſhe went from his houſe to another 
ſervice, where ſhe ſtaid about ſix weeks, and 
then took lodgings for herlelf ; when ſome time 
after, being brought to-bed of a female child, 
which they named Elizabeth Ward ; the father 
promiſed he would provide both for the mother 
and child; which he did till (about three months 
after) the Devil putting it 1nto her heart to de- 
ſtroy the poor infant, which ſhe ſuckled, carried 
it to Hackney, and drowned it in a pond there. 
\ And this the did without being driven to it by 
any neceflity, or any remerſe for it then: that 
ſhe being obſerved by ſome people who were near 
the place at that time, ſhe was preſently. appre- 
hended, carried before a Juſtice, and committed 
to Newgate. There ſhe was a priſoner a good 
while betore her tryal, as ſhe was after it, and all 
along in a deſpairing condition: for when I ex- 
horted her to repentance, and ſhewed her how 
ſhe might perform this great and important duty, 
ſhe ſaid to me, „O Sir! J am lot! I cannot 
e pray, I cannot repent, my fin is too great to be 
„ pardoned ! I did commit it with deliberation 
cc and choice, and in cold blood; I was not 
driven to it by neceſity: the father had all the 
chile provided for me, and for the child, and 


« yould have done ſo ſtill, had not I, out of 
; cc my 
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ny wretched heart, deſtroyed the child, and caſt 
nyſelf away. | 

Upon this I took occafion to ſhew her, how 
he Devil generally brings thoſe who ſuffer them- 
elves to be tempted by him, from one fin to an- 
ther: and that therefore we ſhould be aware of 
is ſleights, and keep at as great a diſtance from 
im as poſſible ; always praying to God that we 
nay not fall into temptation. 

With theſe and ſuch kind of admonitions, I 
xerceived ſhe was ſomewhat moved, and ſeemed 
o be made ſenſible of her moſt heinous and cry- 
ng fin, and of the mercy of God to repenting 
inners : But ſtill ſhe ſaid, her heart was hard, 
ind ſhe could not repent as ſhe ſhould, nor have 
y good hope of herſelf. In this condition ſhe 
ontinued till within a few hours of her death, 
nd then ſhe ſeemed to have more comfortable 
houghts, that ſhe hoped God had turned her 
heart, and would fave her ſoul. 

She ſaid, ſhe was born of honeſt parents, in 
Spital-fields, in the pariſh of Stepney ; and that 
xcept this her adultery and murder, the former 
part whereof (which was the occaſion of the lat- 
er) ſhe committed at the preſſing ſollicitation 
df her maſter Ph, W. She could not char 
herſelf with any enormous crime whatever, he 
having always, before that time, kept herſelf 
haſte, faithful and honeſt. 

She was executed at Tyburn, Auguſt, 1712, 


* 
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The Trial and Conviction of Rr CHARD 
| Town, Tallow-chandler, for concealing his 
Effects. N 


HIS was the firſt inſtance of any man exe. 
cuted on this penal ſtatute. He left behind 
him a conſiderable ſum of money in India bonds 
hid in the room out of which he died. Theſe 
bonds were found by Mr. Caffils, many years 
confined .in that priſon, together with Major 
Bernande and Mr. Blackbourne on ſuſpicion of 
being concerned in the plot for aſſaſſinating 
King William. Mr. Cafils very honeſtly re- 
ſtored the bonds, amounting to a conſiderable 
ſum, to the family of Mr. Town, a circum- 
ſtance, I think, worthy to be mentioned. + 
RICHARD TOWN was indicted at the 
Seſſions in the Old Bailey, in September 1712, 
for that he, having followed the trade and myſ- 
tery of a Tallow-chandler, and bought and 
ſold goods and merchandiſes in that art, and got 
his living thereby, at divers times fince the 
month of April 1707, and having contracted 
ſeveral debts by ſuch his dealing, buying and 
ſelling, particularly fool. to William Thomas, 
and above 1oo0ol. more to other perſons, he 
became bankrupt, and a commiffion of bank- 
ruptcy was iſſued out againlt him: and that af- 
terwards, viz. on the 5th of April 1712, he did 
withdraw himſelf from the ſaid creditors, with 
intention to defraud them, and did remove, and 
feloniouſly and fraudulently conceal, and carry 
away fifteen ton of tallow, valued at 400l. and 


400l. in money numbered; as alſo his debt _ 
an 
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and books of account, the ſaid William 
Thomas, and other his creditors, to defraud, 
contrary to the ftatute in that caſe. made and 
provided, To which indictment he pleaded Not 
Guilty. | | 

* 1 Council, on opening the indictment, in- 
ſormed the Jury, that the ſtatute was very ex- 
preſs, that if any perſon, being a bankrupt, af- 
ter April 1707, did fraudulently conceal, em- 
bezzle, or make away goods, or money, to the 
value of 20l. he or they ſhould be guilty of fe- 
lony. Then the witneſſes were called. 

Mr. Bromwich depoſed, that the priſoner fol- 
lowed the trade of a Tallow-chandler ; and had 
told him he was going to Holland, or elſewhere; 
and that he alſo ſaw ſome of the tallow packed 
up in order to be ſhipped off 

In order to prove the debt, William Dee de- 
poſed, that the priſoner, on the 14th of March, 
1712, bought divers goods of William Thomas, 
to the value of 1501. which goods were by his 
order packed up and ſent away, and were after- 
wards ſhipped for Holland. 

Mr. Jefferis depoſed, that he delivered in No- 
vember 1711, a great quantity of tallow, 
amounting to above 100l. worth at that time 
above forty ſhillings per hundred weight, for Mr. 
Vos and partners, to which alſo the priſoner 
was debtor, 25 | 

One Mr. Town depoſed, that he having ſe- 
ven hogſheads of Jamaica pepper in a ware- 
houſe of the priſoner's, that the priſoner, un- 
known to him, and without his conſent, ſold 
the ſame for ſeventy pounds abo ut the time he 
went off, and carried the money with him. 

| | R Q* <4 8 To 
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To prove the bankruptcy, it was depofed, 
that the priſoner withdrew himſelf from his ha- 
bitation about three o'clock in the morning, on 
the 5th of April. : | 

Mr. 3 depoſed, that he being ſent by 
the com miſſioners in a ſtatute of bankrupt, in 
queſt of the priioner, he took him on the 17th 
of April at Sandwich; where, ſearching him 
by virtue of a warrant from the commitioners, 
he found in his pocket twenty guineas in gold, 
and five pounds ſeven ſhillings and fix-pence or 
thereabouts in ſilver, and three gold rings on his 
fingers; and that he took from him the guineas, 
five pounds in ſilver, and the rings, and left him 
the odd ſhillings to himſelf : that afterwards he 
aſked the prifoner how it came about, that he 
had no more money when he wenc on board? 
To which he anſwered, that he had more mo- 
ney when he went on board, but being ſea-ſick, 
and going to eaſe himſelf at the ſhip-fide, he 
dropped eight hundred guineas, which were in 
two bags in his boſom, between his coat and 
waiſtcoat, into the ſea, This was ſtrengthened 
by his own examination before the commiſ- 
ſioners, wherein he acknowledged upon oath, 
that on the fourth of April (the day before he 
went away) he ordered Thomas Norxis to carry 
away his books of accounts, plate, and papers 
of great value, and a large quantity of tallow, 
which he then believed were arrived in Holland : 

that on the 5th he went away, in order to $0 
to Oſtend, but when he came to the ſea-fide, 
1 Amſterdam fleet was ſailed, and there- 
ore he and Norris went on board the packet- 
boat, and the weather being rough, he was ſea- 


lick, and loſt his 800 guin eas out of his breaſt 3 
an 
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and the packet-boat being beat back by the 
winds, he was taken at Sandwich, but Norris 

t off, He then owned likewiſe that he had 
ſhares in ſevesal ſhips, as an eighth part in the 
ſhip Fortitude, a fourth in the John, and in di- 
vers other ſhips and veſſels. And alſo faid, 
that he had two notes of William Thomas's 
(the proſecutor) unaccounted for; one for 7ool. 
and the other for lool. but did not produce 
any or either of theſe notes to the commiſ- 
ſioners. | | 
The priſoner, in his defence, pleaded, that 
he owed Thomas nothing, nor dealt with him 
but for ready money, and that Mr. Thomas had 
a note of his for 500l. which ſum he was to pay 
away for him, but had not done it ; and there- 
fore reckoned him debtor for ſo much. To 
which Mr. Thomas replied, that there was an 
account of 1400]. due to the bank which he was 
concerned with the priſoner in; and that there 
being gool: paid, the priſoner gave him the 500). 
note to ſecure him; ſo that in truth the debt 
was due to the bank, to whom he was anſwer- 
able, and not any way to the priſoner. 

However, he ſtill infiſted he owed Mr, 
Thomas nothing, and that the commiſſion was 
maliciouſly taken out againſt him, Thomas 
owing him great ſums of money, and particu- 
larly the two notes he had mentioned in the ex- 
amination; which notes, the priioncr, with a 
great deal of urgency, did at laſt produce, and 
were handed into court, and ſhewed to Mr. 
Thomas, with ſome other notes pinned together, 
which he looking on, ſolemnly denied the two 
notes; and which being afterwards viewed by 
the Judges and Jury, it appeared plainly te them 
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that Mr. Thomas's hand was counterfeited, 
and that the body of the notes was written by 
the priſoner. 8 | 

The priſoner then called ene Mr. Forward, 
who had received notes under Mr. Thomas's 
hand for 665]. from one Whitely in Holland, 
who had them from Norris: but that appeared 
very frivoleus, the notes having been accounted 
for between Thomas and Town; and the bal- 
lance of that account was delivered into court 
-by Mr. Thomas, the counter part of which, 
he ſaid, was in the priſoner's cuſtody, who pro- 
' ducing one that he pretended to be ſuch, that 
alſo was found to be a counterfeit. 

One Mr. Walker, being called by the pri- 
ſoner, depoſed, that he being appointed by the 
commiſſioners to inſpect the accounts between 
Mr. Thomas and the priſoner, he acquainted 
Mr. Thomas with it; who ſaid, he would not 
go and ſee the priſoner, till he ſaw him go to be 
hanged. He alſo mentioned the notes which 
Mr. Thomas had before denied. 

The priſoner then called ſome people to 
prove as to the goods ſent away, that he uſed to 
ſhip tallow and other goods to Holland and other 
places. A porter particularly ſwore, that Mr. 
Thomas told him, it was Norris that bought the 
goods he charged the priſoner with: but it being 
ſaid, that Norris and the priſoner bought goods in 
partnerſhip; and proved before, that thoſe in 
queſtion, were packed up, and delivered by the 
priſoner's order, this evidence availed not much. 
Another evidence depoſed, he had ſhipped off 
gods for the priſoner, at his wharf, but ſaid alſo 
he had been a conſiderable loſer by him in other 


| things. 


— 


He then called ſeveral people to his .reputa- 
tion, but had the misfortune either to haue them 
not appear, or if they did, to fay very little to 
his purpoſe. RESET 252-28 20 

One Mr. Morgan particularly, being againſt 
his will prevailed upon by him to ſpeak, faid, 
he was as great a rogue as any in England, or 
words to that effect; ſo that his whole defence 
was nothing to the diſproof of the crime he was 
. accuſed of, 

During the trial he was deſired by the court 
to produce his books; to which he anſwered, 
that he could not do it preſently, but that they 
were in town. And awhile after, the ſame 
thing being put to him again, he ſaid he could 
not do it, for they were not in the kingdom; 
ſo that it plainly appeared he had no intention to 

produce them. 

Then the chief Juſiice gave his opinion and 
inſtructions to the Jury; wherein he obſerved, 
that the ftatute ſays, conveying away money or 
goods to the value of twenty pound, in ſuch a 


_ caſe, is felony. That it was proved he had more , 


money taken upon him, and had concealed and 
made away 800 guineas, and a great quantity of 
tallow : but that the conveying . the tallow no 
way affected him; for being accuſtomed to: ſhip 
off ſuch goods, that was no proof of 
fraud, | 

His lordſhip was of opinion, that what was 
read in his examination before the commiſſioners 
of bankrupts, ought not to be taken in evidence 
againſt him, becauſe a confeſſion taken in evi- 
dence ought to be voluntary, and thoſe before 
ſuch commiſſioners are not ſo. He alſo obſerved 
that the debts were fully proved, and that the 
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notes and counterpart of the accompts ſeemed to 
be written by another hand than Mr. Thomas's; 
and that the priſoner to clear himſelf of felony, 
had almoſt proved himſelf guilty of forgery: 
that he had given no account why he carried the 
goods and money, beyond ſea, and that ſending 
his books away, and refuſing to produce them, 
appeared plainly a deſign to defraud his cre- 
ditors. Os | 
Upon hearing the whole matter, the Jury 
found him guilty of felony, and he received ſen- 
tence of death accordingly. = 
The Ordinary's account of him is as follows: 
He ſaid he was an Oxfordſhire man, and juſt 
for ty-one years of age. At firſt he had but lit- 
tle to lay for himſelf ; only that he did not in- 
tend to be unjuſt to any man; bud his adverſa- 
ries were bitter againſt him, and took what op- 
portunity they could to ruin him. Upon this I 
told him, he was fairly tried, and juſtly con- 
demned, and muſt die ; and therefore his pre- 
fent concern was, to make his peace with God 
and man, and clear his conſcience by repentance 
towards God, and ſatisfaction to all men he had 
wronged, fo far as he was able to diſcharge this 
great indiſpenſable duty. But whether he heard 
me or no, I cannot well tell ; for he ſeemed to 
be very deaf; that though I ſpoke as loud as I 
could to him, yet he gave me no anſwer to the 
purpoſe ; -but taking a ſmall book in his hand 
that lay by him concerning death and judgment, 
he ſaid, This is a very good book.“ I told 
him it was fo, and wiſhed him to make a good 
uſe of it, and prepare for his approaching death, 
and the unavoidable judgment that would follow 
It, | | 
— c „ 


for concealing bis Efes. 18 

Before his cohdemnation, he had a chamber 
by himſelf in the preſs-yard ; but when he had 
ſentence paſſed upon him, he was, with his fel- 
low-condemned, put into the hold, where, he 
ſaid, he contracted ſuch a cold, that his deafneſs 
was now returned upon him. On his com- 
plaining of the uneaſineſs of the place, and the 
lic convenience he had there to recollect him- 
{!', and prepare for another life, he was ſoon 
after removed to his former room in the preſs- 
yard, but inſtead of mending there, he grew 
worte, his weakneſs and deafneſs increaſing te 
that degree, that he could hardly underſtand me, 
nor J him. | | 

Zome time before his death, having partly re- 
covered his hearing, he came to chapel and at- 
tended at prayer : but would not confeſs himſelf 
guilty, ſaying, the world ſhould hereafter know 
better what he has been, than they now do, 
and that one certain perſon whom he had cha- 
ritavly relieved and ſaved from ruin, had been 


the chief cauſe of his. Adding, that indeed 


thoſe he was moſt kind to, had been his greateſt 


enemies; but he dicd in charity with them, pray- 
ing God to forgive them, and him alſo, who ' 


(he acknowledged) had been too eager to make 
himſelf rich in this world, and too remiſs in the 
ſervice of God, | 

ius he was riding in the coach with me to the 
plac? of execution, he ſaid, that this was a re- 
markable day to him, for on that day he was 
born. Upon which I took occaſion to mention 
that ſaying of Solomon, © that the day of 
death is better than the day of one's birth z? 
ſhewing him, that by our birth we enter into 


delivereg 
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world of fin and miſery, but by eur death are 
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delivered out of it, and admitted (if well pre- 
pared) into a ſtate of bliſs and glory which ſhall 
never end. Farr; | 
At the place of execution he ſpoke to this ef- 
fect, That he died with a clear conſcience, 
„that he had been very much abuſed by ſome 
ec he had ſhewed great kindneſs to, and that he 
„ would let the world know it by a paper he 
& had left behind him.” . 
He was executed at Tyburn, December 12, 


1712. 
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The Trial and refractory Behaviour of WII. 
 11aM Jonnson, and JANE HovsDen, 

convilted of murdering Mr. Spurling the 
Turnkey. 


T JILLIAM JOHNSON, otherwiſe HOL- 
. was indicted at the Old Bai- 
„July 6, 1711, for ſtealing a bay gelding, 
05 Lancs of the Lord Pierpointz And being 
convicted received ſentence of death, but ob- 
tained a reprieve, and afterwards a pardon, on 
condition of tranſportation : but not having pa- 
tience to ſtay for a regular enlargement, broke 
out of Newgate; and on the 10th of Septem- 
ber 1712, his conſort, Jane Houſden, being to 
be tried for coining, he had the confidence te 
come to the Old Bailey, during the Seſſions- 
time, and was there drinking within the wall 
hy the hold. Upon which one of the turnkeys 
went with a conftable, and a warrant from 


the 


the Lord Chief Juſtice Parker, and told him, he 
muſt. take him into cuſtody, but he refuſed to 
ſurrender himſelf. Upon which the conſtable 
ſhewed him his authority, which he alſo refuſing 
to obey, was ſeized by one belonging to the 
priſon, with whom he ſtruggled a pretty while, 
till they were both down together; at which 
time a piſtol (which he had before in his hand) 
was beat down to the ground : but after a while 
he got up again, and had got his piſtol, and be- 
ing ſtill held faſt by the perſon who ſeized him, 
though very ſtrong and unruly, a priſoner who 
was in the place, caught hold of one of his 
arms, by which he was fomething maſtered, and 
got in at the door of the hold, when Mr. Spur- 
ling coming to help the others to get him in 
quite, he fired over the ſhoulders of him who 
had ſeized him, and then had him about the mid- 
dle, and ſhot Mr. Spurling in the breaſt, ſo that 
he inſtan.ly died, For which an indictment was 
brought againſt him immediately; and alſo 
againſt Jane Houſden; and they were both tried, 
he for the murder, and ſhe for aiding, abetting, 
and comforting him in the commiſſion of the 
ſame murder. | 

The evidence againſt him depoſed the circum- 
ſtances above mentioned; and againſt Jane 
Houſden, that ſhe beat and kicked the perſon 
who firſt ſeized him, and had him down, and 
uſed all violent means poſſible to procure his 
eſcape ; and alſo that when the piſtol was out of 
his hand upon the ground, ſhe conveyed it to 
him again, and that was the very piſtel that 
killed Mr. Spurling. | 

They made but a trifling defence, and on 


2 full hearing, were both found guilty of 
wilful 
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wilful murder, and received ſentence 
death, 

The Ordinary, i in his account of him ſays, he 
denied his being guilty of that murder, faying, 
he had no piſtol in his hand, for ought he knows, 
and though he had, it was far from his intent to 
have killed Mr Spurling. Upon this I told him, 
that ſuppoſe he had no deſign particularly on 
Mr. Spurling's life,” yet he — not diſown his 
having malice in his — ſo as to do ſome miſ- 
chief, if not to him, yet to ſdmebody elſe. To 
which he anſwered, that his coming then to the 
Old Bailey was to ſe Mrs. Houſden, and. other 
friends that were at that time in the place, and 
to drink with them. If what he ſaid was true, 
1 deſired to know of him the reaſon he had to 
come with thoſe two pocket piſtols loaded with 
flugs, that were found upon him? Here he was 
at 4 ſtand for a-While, and then ſaid, he carried 
thoſe piſtols about him ever ſince he. (ſome 
weeks: before) broke out of N ewgate, where he 
was only detairied- for his fees: which fees, he 
ſaid, he paid after his eſcape, and was free to go 
about his buſineſs, without any danger of 5 
apprehended. I told him I thought this ſeeme 
inconſiſtent with truth; for if he thought him- 
ſelf in no danger, for what purpoſe did he carry 
loaded piſtols about him ? he only replied, he 
intended no Hurt to any body. 

When under condemnation he owned him- 
ſelf guilty of ſtealing a bay gelding, and then 
gave me this farther account of himſelf ; that he 
was thirty-three years of age, born at.Grafton 
in Northamptonſhice, had followed divers callings, 
being ſometimes a butcher in Newport marked 
ſometimes a graſier in the country, at another 
time 
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time a printer of callicoes, and afterwards kep* | 


a corn-chandlers ſhop in Long-acre, and then 
removed to Southwark, where. he kept a victu- 
alling-bouſe in the pariſh of Chriſt-church; that 
he had alſo practiſed ſurgery both there and at 


ſea, where he was in the Queen's ſervice; and 
being carried to Gibraltar, was admitted a Sur- 
geon's mate in the Engliſh garriſon there; and 

though he owned he had led a very ill life, yet 


he was then unwilling to make any particular 


confeſſion, and having obtained a pardon in June, 
had ſhewed himſelf moſt unworthy of it. 1 
aſked him, whether he was concerned in the 


murder of ſquĩire Hanſon, or that of Mr. Carle- 
ton, who ſome years before were found dead in 


the fields, yiz. the former near Hoxtong and the 


latter not far from Canbury-houſe? to which he anſ- 
wered, he knew nothing of theſe matters; and 


likewiſe pretended to be ignorant of is; murder 


for which he ſuffered ; ſaying, over and over 
again,' that he could not tell how it happened, 
neither was he in the leaſt ſenſible he had any 
piſtol then in his hand, and ſhewed but little 
ſigns of tfue repentance. _ 

As to Jane Houſden, the Ordinary ſays, ſhe 
would make no confeffion at all, either of her 
older or newer fins. When I put her in mind 
that on the-18thr of Auguſt 1702, ſhe was com- 
mitted to Newgate for High Treaſon, viz. for 
counterfeiting the current coin of the kingdom; 
that ſhe was to have been tried for it at he Old 
Bailey in September following, but at her defire 
her trial- was put off to the. enſuing ſeſſions; 
that ſhe being found guilty of the ſaid fact, re- 
ceived ſentence of death the 15th of October 
following: when I put her in mind of theſe 
Vol. 1 8 things, 
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things, ſhe owned indeed, that ſhe was then 
condemned to die, but denied what ſhe then 
confeſſed to me, viz. her guilt of that offence, 
When I further endeavoured to make her ſenſi- 
ble of the mercy ſhewn her in the pardon 
granted her afterwards, and that inſtead of im- 
proving it as ſhe ought to have done, the had 
returned again to her old ſinful way, and there- 
fore had a ſecond time ſentence © death paſſed 
upon her the gth of September 1710, and again 
obtained a pardon ey 6th of June following; 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe had not deſerved death, for ſhe was 
innocent; and denied likewiſe the juſtice of her 
commitment the 13th of Auguſt following, 
when ſhe was brought to Newgate on a fre 
ſuſpicion of coining, but was not tried for it, 
ſhe- being unhappily concerned in the murder 
with Holloway, which prevented that trial. She 
| thewed- no great remorſe or repentance for her 
ins, but denied them all, nor would ſhe be put 
in mind of chem, nor receive any Ghoſtly ad- 
vice. 
They were both hanged on a gibbet ereQed 
far that purpoſe, in view of the Old N 
N 19, . a | | 
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the Murder of Charles Lord Mohun, 
F * r Duke of Hamilton and Bran- 


Joun HAMILTON being brought to the 
5 on Thurſday the 11th of Septe nber 


17 125 in order to be arraigned, a writ of apocal 
Was 
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1 delivered to the Sheriff, at the ſuit. of the 
lady Mohun againſt the ſaid "John Hamilton, for 
the murder of her lord; and ſeveral learned 
Council moved that his trial, at the ſuit of the 
crown, -might be ſuſpended, and give way tothe 
writ of appeal; which being oppoſed by other 
Council, and arguments uſed on 12 "x iy the 
court was of opinion he ought to be tried upon 
the indictment ; which was accordingly done on 
Friday, in the following manner. 

JOHN HAMILTON, Eſq. of St. Martin's 
in the Fields, was indicted for the murder of 
Charles Lord Mohun, Baron of Oakhampton, 
on the 15th of November. laſt, by comforting, 
aiding, abetting, and aſſiſting the moſt noble 
James Duke of Hamilton And Brandon, and 
George Macartney Eſq. in giving the ſaid Lord 
Mohun a mortal wound in and upon the right 
fide of his body, near the ſhort ribs, - of e 
breadth of one inch, and the depth of fifteen 
inches, of which he inſtantly died. | 

He was alſo indicted upon the Coroner's i in- 
quifition for the ſame murder. 

Another indictment was brought againſt him 
for comforting, aiding, and abetting the ſaid 
Charles Eord Mohun, and George Macartney, 
at the ſame time and place,.in murdering the 
faid James Duke of Hanalicn and Brandon 
aforeſaid, by giving him one mortal wound on 
the left part of the breaſt, near the left pap, of 
the breadth of three quarters of an inch, andthe 
depth of twelve inches; and another indictment 


likewiſe upon the Coroner' 8 inquiſition for n 5 
murder. 


T0 all which he pleaded, Not Guilty. 
Sd. 2 Rice 
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Rice Williams, footman to the Lord Mohun, 

' depoſed, that on Thurfday the 13th of Novem 
„ber, his Lord and Duke Hamilton met at 
Maſter in Chancery's chambers, in Chancery 
lane, between ſix and ſeven in the evening; ane 
that a paper, being there read, wherein one 
Whitworth had given evidence, Duke Hamilton 
ſaid, he, meaning Whitworth, had neithe 
truth nor juſtice in him; to which Lord Mohun 
anſwered, he had as much truth as his Grace, 
or to that purpoſe: that Duke Hamilton made 
no reply, and ſoon after went away; and a 
while after, Lord Mohun came, and paſſed by 
the Duke as he was making water, but neither 
ſpoke to the other: that afterwards his Lord 
went to White's chocolate- houſe, and from 
thence ſupped at the Queen's- arms in Pall-Mall, 
and then went home, and gave his orders to let 
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nobody ſpeak with him next morning but Ma- 
<artney; who not coming, his Lordſhip went 
to Macattney's lodgings, where he ſtaid about 
half an hour ; and afterwards he and Macartney 
went to the Duke of Marlboroi!gh's and conti- 
nued there about the ſame time: that in the 
fame houſe where Macartney lodged, there was 
alſo one Col. Jof. Churchill, to whom the evi- 
dence told, that he was apprehenſive” there was 
to be a quarrel; and a while after his Lord 
checked him ſeverely for talking after that man- 
ner: that after they came from the Duke of 
Marlborough's, Lord Mohun went to Serjeant's 
Inn, where he was about half an hour, and 
then dined at the Globe in the Strand, with the 
fai& Col. Churchill, Sir Robert Rich, and Ma- 
cartney, and after dinner went away. I 
FE TIL, ; - The 
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The witneſs called at the Globe at five (hav- 
ing been ſent of an errand) but they were gone, 
and he afterwards found them at the play, that 
Lord Mohun ſupped that night at' the Queen's 
Arms' with the Duke of Richmond, Colonel 
Churchill, Sir Robert Rich, and Macart- 
ney. After ſupper Macartney ſent the witneſs 
to his lodgings, .and when he came back again, 
they were all gone, he could not find his Lord 
all that night, | 
On Saturday morning about ſeven o'clock, 
having ſtill a ſuſpicion of miſchief, he went to- 
wards Hyde-park, and faw Duke Hamilton's 
coach going that way, whereupon he followed 
| it, and with ſome difficulty got over the park- 

wall, that he might not be feen, but by that 
time he came up to the place were they were en- 
raced, he ſaw both the Lords fall, and two gen- 
lemen {Whom he took to be the ſeconds) by 
them; the one he knew to be Macartney, but 
could not be poſitive the prifoner was the other; 
but that the other ſaid, we have made a fine 
fpot of work, or to that purpoſe ; and that his 
Lord being helped up, reeled about two yards, 
| and then fell, and died prefently. _ | 
John James, drawer at the Globe, ſwore that 
Lord Mohun, Macartney, Sir Robert Rich, and 
Col. Churchill, dined there the 14th ; that af- 
ter Dinner Macartney went out, and when he 
came in again, talked privately with Lord Mohun, 
and then he went away, and his Lordſhip re- 
turned to the company, but ſtaid but a little while, 
| and went in the ſame coach with Macartney ; 
that Churchill and Rich ſtaid an hour, an Mo- 
hun and Macartney came and aſked for them | 
when they were gone. * ] 
83 Iſai ah 
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Ifaiah Eiſon at the Roſe tavern in. Covent- 
arden, depoſed, that on the 14th of Novem- 
er the Lord Mohun, and a gentleman in grey 

came thither : and being ſhewed. a room, aſked. 
if Stars and Garters uſed the houſe ;. to which 
he anſwered, they did ſometimes. - Upon which 


they told him, the Duke. of Hamilton would 
be there preſently ; bid him when he came, to 
ſhew him a room, but not te bring him into 
theirs : That awhile after the Duke came, and 
another gentleman with him, and the Duke 
aſked for Sad, and the gentleman in grey, 
who hearing him, came to him, upon - whoſe 
coming, the- gentleman with the Duke went 
away, and the witneſs carried in a bottle of 
wine, and they bid him go, for they would help 
themſelves. That the gentleman in grey went 
ſeveral times between the Duke and Lord Mo- 
hun; and then the gentleman came again to 
Duke Hamilton, and they went away together, 
but the witneſs could not ſay it was the priſoner 
Who was with the Duke. | | 
\ Joſeph Hipfley, the Duke's porter, depoſed, 
that on the day aforeſaid, in the morning, Ma- 
cartney's man came to enquire if the Duke was 
ſtirring, being aſked what he wanted, ſaid, he 
came from a gentleman in the North; and Af- 
terwards he came himſelf, told his name, and 
faid, he had important buſineſs from the North to 
communicate. dg | POS, 

After which the Duke went out, and came 
home again about one; and the witneſs told 
him who had been to aſk for him, and to know 
where he might ſee him at four o'clock; at 
which time Macartney came again, and was 


with the Duke about a quarter of an hour: at- 
ter 
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ter which the Duke went out, and came in 
about ſix, _ Col. — with him, and 
and they dined together and then went out again, 
and ha duke — again about eight, and 
ſtaid all night. | 14 * 1 
The evidence being aſked whether the pri- 
ſoner uſed to dine there, anſwered, very fre- 


quently. | | . n 

John Leſly, the Duke's footman, ſwore, that 
on the 14th about five in the evening, the Duke 
went in a Hackney- coach to the Britiſn Coffee- 
houſe, and ſent him for the priſoner, who came 


into the coach, and went into the Roſe tavern, 


where he bid the witneſs ſtay by the coach, while 


he and the priſoner were together: that the next 
morning by fix o'clbck, he was ſent; to the pris 
ſoner to tell him to get himſelf dreſſed, for the 
Duke would call upon him about buſineſs; that 
when he went, the priſoner was getting up; 
and ' the Duke! called, and took him in the 
coach, and bid the coachman drive to the park; 
and he being behind the coach, the Nuke called 
to him, gave him ſome keys, and directed him 
where to find a mourning; ſward, which. he 
brought, and the Duke threw it into the coach; 
bidding the coachman drive ts-Kenfigton, but 
they got out over againſt the lodge, and went 
upon the graſs between the ponds, the Duke 
having charged him to 50 and ſtay by the 
coach; that he, having a ſuſpicion of miſchief, 


was going back, and met Macartney, going to- 
wards Kenſington; and afterwards met the pri- 
ſoner, who was going away in the Duke's 
coach, and told him the Duke was mortally 
wounded, 4 


Andrew 
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Andrew: Clark, the Duke's coachman, ſwore, 
that the-duke ordered him before fix, to get the 
coach ready, and when it was done, he retired 
three or four minutes, and then went and called 
the priſoner ; and that he then ſent the footman 
(as before) for a ſword; then he drove to the 
park, and ſet him down, and (as the footman 
before) that he. ſaw Macartney come by with his: 
waiftcoat buttons. all bloody, and in a very me- 
lancholy poſture, and that he went out of the 
park ; and then the nd came, and be took 
him into the coach. : 

Richard Cook, ſervant at the bagnio,! depoſed, 
chat the Lord Mohun came in about one o'cloek 
on. Saturday mor and aſked for a port man- 
teau which — 2 t by Macartney's ſervant 5. 
and being ſhewed a room, the witneſs pulled off 
his os and. ſtockings, and he pulled off his: 
coat and waſteoat himſelf ; and afterwards Ma- 
cartney came, and was put to bed in the ſame 
room: that he obſerved. the Lord Mohan to 
walk in a melancholy poſture before he went 
to bed, and when he lay down fetched a deep 
figh, and bid him be ſure to call-lyim by fix j in 
the morning. 

Charles Chabaner of the e depotgd, 
that Macartney s ſervant brought the portmanteau 
at 11 o'clock on Friday morning and aſked if 
there was convenience to lodge two gentlemen z 
that Lord Mohun came firſt,- and was in bed 
before Macartney came, who talked with the 
witneſs while he was undreſſing, and aſked him 
if he did not hate the French, and ſuch like; 
but Lord Mohun ſpoke not a word. 

When Macartney was in bed, he bid the 
witneſs be ſure to call him at half an hour after 
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ſit at fartheſt, for they were to go in a ſtage-coach* 
He called them accord$ngly and got a pot of tea, 
changed a guinea for Lord Mohun, and then 
got a coach, they being in great haſte, Macartney 
did the coackman make haſte to Kenſington. 
John Pennington ſwore he was called from 
Bow-ſtreet-end to the Bagnio, where he took 
up Lord Mohun and Macartney, and drove 
them into the Park; when he came thither he 
was ſent to the lodge for fome burnt wine, 
while they pretended to walk : that afterwards 
Duke Hamilton and another perſon came to him, 
and aſked where thoſe were that were brought, 
and he telling them which way they were gone, 
they went that way alſo; whereupon he miſ- 
truſted ſomething, and went to the lodge, and 
called for help; that he faw them I oyer the 
ditch, and draw all their ſwords, but did not 
ſee the ſeconds puth, tho he ſaw them go to help 
the two Lords when they were down ; that Lord 
Mohun was brought alive by three people to his 
coach-ſide; and after he ſaw him dead, he fol. 
lowed Macartney, telling him he muſt pay him, 
or elſe go into the coach; but he told him 
Lord Mohun had a fervant there, and fay ing, he 
would pay him, he was content. | 
Joſeph Nicholſon depoſed, that as he was 
driving a wheel-barrow in the Park, one came 
from the Lodge, and defired him to come and help, 
fot there was a duel; and having got a ſtick, he 
made all the hafte he could: But when he came 
Within about thirty paces, he ſaw Lord Mohun 
down, and Duke Hamilton fell over him ; a gen- 
tleman being behind the duke, and another be- 
hind the lord, endeavouring to raiſe them with 
both their ſwords drawn, as had alſo the two 
— b Peers 3 
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Peers; that when he and others came up, 
the two gentlemen delivered their ſwords, but 
the others were not willing to part with theirs; 
and Lord Mohun's ſword was bent in wreſtin 

it from him: that the ſaid Lord beginning to 
faint, Macartney helped to turn him on his fide, 
ſaying he believed he was ſick with bleeding in- 
wardly; and at the ſame time bid him take 
notice, that he in grey cloaths-and a laced hat 
endeavoured to part them. The ſwords were 
produced, the Duke's and Lord Mohun's were 
very bloody, and Macartney's was bloody from 
the point to about twelve inches of the blade, 
and very much bent; but the priſoner's . ſword 
Was not bloody at all, nor could the evidence ſay, 
he was one of the four. N 5 
John Reynolds, who belonged to the lodge, 
gave an account, that the coachman ſpoke for 
wine, and told him the two gentlemen he 
brought were gone to walk, but the witneſs was 
apprehenſive that they were gone to fight, and 
bid the coachman look out, and told him he 
believed, it was a duel, for he had ſeen two more 
come to look for them: whereupon he made all 
the haſte he could, and ſaw Duke Hamiltou 
throw his cleak off, and Lord Mohun his ſur- 
tout coat; after which he ſaw but two paſſes, 
and then Lord Mohun fell; and the Duke upon 
him: But before he could get up to thetn, the 
two gentlemen came to, their aſſiſtance, as in 
the former evidence. He ſwore he did not ſee 
the ſeconds draw, nor could tell how near they 
were to the Lords, for the way was bad, and he 
-could not look at them all the while he was going 
towards them; but when he came up, he aſbſtec 
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in taking the ſwerds, and the Duke refuſed to 
Joliver Hide : '- © 3 | | 
' William Morris (a groom) depoſed, that as 

he was walking his horſes towards Hyde-Park, 
te followed a hackney-coach with two gentlemen 
in it; whom he ſaw alight by the lodge, and 
walk together towards the left part of the ring, 
where they were about a quarter of an hour be- 
fore he ſaw two gentlemen more come to them, 
and after having ſaluted each other, one of them, 
who he is ſince told, was Duke Hamilton, threw ' 
off his cloak, and one of the other two, who 
he now underſtands was Lord Mohun, his ſur- 
tout coat, and all immediately drew: That the 
Duke and Lord puſhed at each other but a very 
little while, when the Duke cloſed, 0005 
the Lord by the collar, who fell down and 
groaned, and the Duke fell upon him; that juſt 
as Mohun was dropping, he ſaw him lay hold 
of the Duke's ſword, but could not tell whether' 
the ſword was at that time in his body; nor 
did he ſee any wound given after the cloſing, 
and was ſure Lord Mohun did not ſhorten his 
ſword. He declared he did not ſee the- ſeconds 
fight, but they had their ſwords in their hands, 
afiſting the lords, as before. He was neareſt, 
and ſaw moſt of the action; but all the wit 
neſſes declared they could not well ſee the ſe- 
conds, becauſe the principals were fighting be- 
tween, bo | 
Henry Amy, a ſurgeon, depoſed, that he 
found Duke H. milton had 1.ceived a wound by 
a puſh, which had cut the artery and ſmall ten- 
don of his right arm; another in his right leg, 
eight inches Jong, which he ſuppoſed to be by a 
laſh, it being very large; another ſmall one in 
| II. his 
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his left leg, near the inſtep; and a fourth on hib 
left ſide, between the. ſecond and third ribs, 
which ran down into his body moſt forward, 
having pierced the ſkirt of his midriff, and gone 
through his caul; that the wound in his atm 
cauſed his ſo ſpeedy death; and that he might 
have lived two or three days with the wound in 
his breaſt, which wound could not be given but 
by an arm that reached over, or was above him, 
He further depoſed, that he alſo viewed the 
Lord Mohun's body, and found that he had a 
wound between the ſhort ribs, quite through his 
belly, and . another about three inches deep in 
the upper part of his thigh ; a large wound about 
four inches wide in his groin, a, little higher, 
which was the cauſe of his immediate death; 
and another ſmall wound on his left fide, and 
that the fingers of his left hand were out. 
Paul Bouffier, another ſurgeon, depoſed that 
about a quarter after eleven on Friday night, the 
14th of November, a footman came for him to 
go to Duke Hamilton's but he being in bed, and 
not well, aſked if the Duke was ill, and bein 
told he was not, deſired to be excuſed till-morn- 
ing : that the next morning Mr. Ferguſon came 
to him about ſeven, and fail, the duke would 
have him take coach, and come to Hyde-park, 
to dreſs him if there ſhould be occaſion; that not 
being up, be ſent a ſervant, and ſome time after 
went to the Duke's houſe, and found him dead; 
that he opened the body, and perceived a wound 
between the ſecond and third rib, to enter down 
into the body, inclining to the right fide, which 
could not be given but by ſome puſh from above. 
He ſaid, the iſſue of blood was the immediate 
cauſe of the Duke's death; and being aſked . 
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that wound in the arm would hinder the hold- 
ing his ſword in his right hand, he anfwered, he 
might uſe that arm for a while, it being the 
ſmall, and not the. main tendon that was 
cut. : | F Y As g * 
Robert Talbot (Bouſſier's man, depoſed, that 
by his maſter's orders, he went to Hide- Park with 
Mr. Ferguſon, who ſet him down at the public 
houſe, and bid him ſtay till called for; and that 
after a while he was called, and found the Duke 
wounded as before, and upon feeling, found he 
had nd pulſe, and ſoon after died. _ 
Mr. Ferguſon gave evidence, that on Saturday 
November 1ſt, about ſeven in the morning, the 
Duke his maſter ſent for him, and- after having 
made him promiſe ſecrecy, told him he had a } 
challenge, and was obliged to vindicate his ho- ll 
nour, wherefore he bid him get Bouſſier ready to | 
attend in caſe of need; but Bouſſier not being 
ready, he took his man, and before he came to the 
Park all was over. 4 $3 
Mr. Maſon, the Duke's ſecretary, depoſed, 
that on the 13th of November, he dined with 
his Grace, and went afterwards with him to Mr. 
Otlebar's Chambers in Chancery-lane, where 
he heard him object againſt Whitworth, as one 
who had quite forgot himſelf about a year ago 
and was not now to be believed; and that the 
Lord Mohun was in liquor, and uſed the 
words, or to the ſame purpoſe, as in Williams'a 
evidence. | | | wn TOS 
The prifoner in his defence ſaid, that the 
Duke called him to go abroad with him, but 
he knew not any thing of the matter till he came 
into the field: and ſeveral Noblemen of Scotland, 
and other perſons of _ who all gave him 
the 
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being accuſed of a robbery, a wartant was 
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the character of a very honeſt, gallant, inoffenfivg 


found hlm guilty of Manſlaugkter, upon two 
indictments, and acquitted him of the coroners 
inquiſition : after which he prayed the benefit 
of the ſtatute, which was granted accordingly, 
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RANCIS GOSLIN, of the pariſh of Step- 
ney, was indifted at the Old Hailey, 
January 16, 1713, that he, together with one 
ohn Shaw, were aiding, abetting, comforting, 
and aſſiſting Robert Furlow in the murder of 
John Hutton, on the 17th of December fore- 
oing, by cutting his throat, of the breadth of 

1x inches, and the depth of two inches. 
It appeared by the evidence, that the priſoner 
ranted, and ſearch made after him about 
Greehwich, where he uſed to harbour; and 
while that ſearch was making, the body of the 
deceaſed was brought in a boat to Greenwich, 
and the priſoner's coat found with it all bloody. 
This ſtimulating the diligence of thoſe that were 
in purſuit of him, he was ſoon taken at a very 
ill houſe in Stepney; when being examined, and 
put in hope of mercy, he diſcovered his accom- 
plices, confeſſed that he and the other Me FA 
| | olen 
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ſtolen the boat, in order to go down the river, 
he intending to go on board the Chatham man 
of war at Woolwich : that when they came 
there, the deceaſed was upon the ſhore, and 
they aſked him if he wanted a boat; and he tell- 
ing them he did for London, they told him they 
would be going at flood, and bargained with 
him for two ſhillings. That after that they car- 
ried him (the priſoner) on board the Chatham, 
and at flood came and fetched him, the deceaſed -- 
being then in the boat with them, and told him 
they had a chap ; and as they were coming up, 
Furlow bid him take an oar, which he did, and 
rowed into Blackwall creek ; where, as ſoon as 
they were come, Shaw knocked the deceaſed 
down, and Furlow cut his throat ; then they 
rifled his pockets, and a bundle he had with 
him, wherein they found a ſuit of cloaths, and 
about ſeven pounds in money, out of which 
money the priſoner had fifty ſhillings, and leay- 
ing his own coat in the boat, he put on the de- 
ceaſed's cloaths ; then they got upon the chalk- 
ſtones, turned the boat adrift, and ſhifted for if 
themſelves. | li 

This was the ſubſtance of his confeſſion, | 
which he did not much vary from on his trial, | 
but only that when he ſaw the murder committed 
he ran away, and Shaw brought him fifty pounds | 
afterwards, | 

Other evidences depoſed, that two fiſher-boys 
finding the boat adrift, towed it to Greenwich, 
and there the deceaſed's body was found ; and 
being taken on ſhore, a certificate was taken 
out of his pocket from his maſter, one Brand, 
Boatſwain of the Nottingham, to whom he had 
ſerved an apprenticeſhip of ſeven years, and 

: po by 
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by "which certificate his name came, to .be 
known. 

The father of the deceaſed alſo appeared, agd 
declared that he had put his fon apprentice to 
one Brand, and produced a letter written by his 
fon from Plymouth, dated the 13th of Decem- 
ber, wherein he acquaints him, that he had got 
a diſcharge from his maſter, and that he was 
coming to London with the firſt fair wind, and 
had — a preſent for his mother from the 
Streights, The father was very fure it was his 
ſon's hand, but had not ſcen him for above ſeven 
years, nor could de ſure that it was he who was 
murdered, 

When the priloner was taken, he had the de- 
ceaſed's cloaths on his back, Which clotths were 
taken off, and the coat be left in the boat put 
on him uhen he was in cuſtody. His own con- 
feflion was ſo very full as to the murder, and the 
concurring circumſtances as to the perſon mur- 
dered, ſo fatisfaQory, the Jury found. him guilty 
of wilſul: murder. 

He was a ſecond time indicted for heating 2 
cloth- coat, value five t $, the property of 
John Warren, on the 5th of December. 

It appeared that the proſecutor had his coat 
ſtole out of his boat, and the priſoner had been 
ſeen to wear it on his back, and was the fame 
found with the dead body... 

He having no defence to make, was found 
guilty of that likewiſe; * received ſentence 
of death. | 

In the account he gave the Ordinary, he ſaid 
he was about twenty one years of age, born at 
Greenwich in Kent; and that he had ferved his 


. with his. aden a CR 4 
at 


for Murder. | 209 


that place, and after that went to ſea, and 
ſerved ſometime in the Royal Navy, and at 
other times a-board merchantmen, for eight 
cars. 5 a 
F He confeſſed he had lived a vicious life, and 
committed ſome ſmall robberies heretofore, as 
ſtealing oars, ſails, &c. out of watermens boats, 
barges, lighters, &c. but could give no account 
of them, 5 

As to this barbarous and bloody fact, for 
which he ſtood condemned, he endeavoured to 
extenuate and leſſen the guilt of it, by ſaying, 
he did not commit it himſelf, nor laid violent 
hands on the deceaſed; yet acknowledged he ſo 
far aſſiſted in it, that while John Shaw was 
knocking him down, and Furlow cutting his 
throat, himſelf was in the boat with them, row- 
ing along, but knew not whether it was a pre- 
meditated thing, or whether it coming ſuddenly 
into their minds, they took that opportunity to 
do it, | 

As for himſelf, he ſaid, he knew nothing be- 
fore of the man, nor of any deſign they had, 
either to murder or rob him, till he ſaw it done: 
but owned, that himſelf took the coat of the 
poor man, as being better than that he had on, 
which he left in the room of it; and then they 
all went away, and left the boat. and the dead 
man in it; Shaw and Furlow giving him forty 
or fifty ſnillings of the money. | : 

While he A under condemnation, he was 
taken ſo ill, that one could hardly ſpeak to him, 
or receive any anſwer from him. I am ſorry to 
ſay it, that from his whole behaviour I could not 
obſerved he grieved and repented as he ſhould 


have done, 
| Si N. B. 
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N. B. Peter Furlow, being ſoon after apprez 
hended and brought to Newgate, the next day 
I took him with Goſlin into my. cloſet, where 
Gollin ws him heme with the murder of 
Hutton; telling him to his face, that he cut 
ee the ſaid Hutton's throat, after Shaw had 
& knocked him down and broke his ſkull.” -I 
then aſked Furlow what he had to ſay to that? 
he anſwered, << he never ſaw John Hutton, nor 
„ John Shaw in his life, nor was then in the 
ce boat with Goſlin.” But Goſlin perſiſted in 


bis declaration; and upon my admoniſhing him 


to ſpeak the truth, whatever it was, he proteſted 


on his ſalvatien, as he was a dying man, that 
„ this Furlow was the very perſon that cut Hut- 


* ton's throat, as he. had ſaid before.” Ts” 
PETER FURLOW was tried the next ſeſ- 
ſions for the ſame robbery and murder of John 
Hutton; but there being no evidence againſt 
him but the confeſſion of Goſlin, and produc- 
ing ſome evidence that he was elſewhere at 
the time the murder was committed, he Was ac- 
quitted. | 
As for John Shaw, . he made his eſcape to ſea, 
and was never heard of afterwards . * 


— 


„ 


8 


The Trial of RIicRHRARD KEELE, and WII- 
LIAM LowTHER, for abetting a Mure. 
der. a s | | 


ICHARD KEELE, and WILLIAM 
 LOWTHER, were indicted at the Old- 
Bailey the 1oth of December 1713, for aiding, 


abetting, comforting, and aſſiſting Charles 
Hough- 
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Houghton in the murder of Edward Perry, on 
the 19th of September laſt, by throwing him 
down on the ground, bruiſing him, and givin 
him a mortal wound with a ſword on the le 
ſide of his body, of which he languiſhed till the 
third of October, and then die. 

The evidence ſet forth, that the priſoners, 
together with Charles Houghton and John Cul- 
lum, being convicted of divers felonies at the 
Seſſions how in the Old Bailey, were, purſuant 
to an order of that court, on the 19th of Sept. 
carried to the houſe of correction (or Bridewell) 
in Clerkenwell, there to be kept at hard labour 
for two years. When they came there, Capt. 
Boreman thought it proper to put them in irons 
to prevent their eſcape ; but they ſwearing they 
would loſe their lives firſt, fell upon him and 
his ſervant, and with irens beat and bruiſed. 
them in a barbarous manner; Lowther biting 
off the tip of one man's noſe, wounding him on 
the head, and ſtabbing him twice with a knife; 
And having thus uſed the keepers, broke inte 
the place where the arms lay, and forced them 
all out of the priſon z that being done they ſwore 
they would never be ironed, but die one and 
all. 

The deceaſed being then without the gate, 
deſired them to be peaceable; and coming cloſe 
to them, Lowther took him by the hand, pre- 
tending to be friends, and Houghton ſtuck him. 
In the mean time ſome help and arms were got, 
and firing upon theſe murderers, Houghton was 
ſhot dead, and the priſoners both wounded. Af- 
ter which all the priſoners endeavoured to make 
their eſcape, and ſeveral of them got over a 


wall, but were almoſt all of them retaken by 
| the 


— 


217 Trial of Rionarp KZ ETI, C. 
the diligence of Capt. Boreman, and the affiſt- 


ance of his neighbours ; Cullum however got 


clear off 

The ſurgeon depoſed, he did not believe the 
wound with the ſword was the cauſe of the de- 
ceaſed's death, but rather the bruiſes he had fe- 
ceived which threw him into a fever. 

Keele endeavoured to excuſe himſelf, by pre- 
| tending he would have reconciled the difference 
but the court told him, as he had been concern- 
ed in oppoſing the keepers when they were do- 
ing their duty, he was as culpable as any of the 
reft: and they were both found guilty of the 
murder. no Wo 

They were a ſecond time indifted, together 
with Roderick Awdry, Jeremy Rans, and Ro- 
bert Porter, for breaking the houſe of Capt. 
Boreman, and ſtealing twenty-three pounds in 
money, the property of Edward Perry. - 

It was proved that the cloſet-door-in the tap- 
houſe was broke, and that Awdry and Lowther 
were both ſeen to go into it during the fray ; 
but there not being proof ſufficient of that in- 


dictment, they were all acquitted : Keele and 


Lowther reccived ſentence of death, Et 

The Ordinary acquaints us, that Keele denied 
his being guilty of this horrid fact, ſaying, he 
was ſo far from intending to do that miſchief 
that he did what he could to prevent it; yet ac- 
knowledged God was juſt in- inflicting ſuch a 
puniſhment upon him, for he had been a looſe 
and wicked liver, though not ſo bad as the 
world had - reprelerited him. Upon this I ſaid, 
that he had been once tried and convicted for 
blaſphemy, and another time for felony ; for 
which latter he was ſent to that work-houſe, 
where 


where Charles Houghton, William Lowther, 
with himſelf and others, made a riot, in which 
Houghton was killed on the ſpot, himſelf and 
Lowther much wounded, and Edward Perry re- 
ceived ſome mortal wounds, of which he died 
not long after, | | | 1 

To this he anſwered, that what I ſaid was 
true as to the fact itſelf, but was not chargeable 
to him, proteſting that he was clear of it, be- 
cauſe he had no ſuch deſign as to oppoſe the of- 
ficers of that priſon in diſcharge of their duty, 
though he thought it a heavy thing to have irons. 
put upon him, and to be obliged to be put to 


| hard labour beſides. This was all he would 


confeſs concerning this matter. | 
As to other fins he felt his conſcience loaded 
with, he declared he had been much addicted to 
ſwearing, drinking, whoring, profanation of 
the Sabbath, &c. and for theſe ſix years paſt, 
had kept company with Arabella Thomas, an- 
other man's wife, * © 
He ſaid he was about thirty-three" years of 
age, born at Romney in Hampſhire, and brouglit 
up at Wincheſter, where he learned the art of, 
making perriwigs; and coming to London, kept 
a barber's ſhop in Rotherhithe for ſix years to- 
gether ; but ſome difference ariſing between bim 
and his wife, they parted, which proved the 
cauſe of his going aſtray. | _ 
William Lowther fad, that indeed he oppoſed 
the officers in that workhouſe, to which they 
were ſent to be kept to hard labour, when they 
offered to put him and the reſt in fetters, but in- 
tended no miſchief ; ſo that what happened there 
was not his fault; and if in the fray and hurry, 
he was then in, he hurt any one, or did any 


thing 


dae den ade lived that life 
and the like, had been (for ſome time paſt) his 


* 
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© thing which he ſhould not have done, he was 
Lexy ſor 
ö * ne i 


y for t, and aſked pardon, which tho 
expect in this world, yet he hoped to 


4 


recave in the next; Deng much concerned that 
which he ſhould have 


common practice, into which he was enticed by 
Keeping bad company when abroad, and particu- 
larly in Newgate, where being a -priſoner for 


debt, he had then ſo much converſation with 


felons, and other wicked perſons there, that he 
really grew worſe; yet, he ſaid, he never was a 
common thief, nor ever took a tryal in his life 


oY hefore September laſt, when he was convicted of 


twa felonies, which he would not confeſs him- 
felf gildty of; tho", for the ſmaller of them, the 
court ordered him to be whipt, and for the other 
burnt in the hand (together with Richard Keele 
concerned in it) and were both ſent” to the. ſaid 
Bridewell, or houſe of correction, for two years, 


where that ſad accident happened. | 


. Lowther farther ſaid, that he was but twenty 
twe years of age, born at White-haven in Cum- 


berland, and from his tender youth brought up 


at Newcaſtle upon Tyne in Northumberland, 
and that he had uſed the ſea almoſt ten years, 
and once was (for a little while) maſter of a, 
ſmall collier, given him by his father, trading 
between Newcaſtle and London, and might 
have done well if he had kept to that honeſt 
employment. 5 | , < 7 

On the morning of execution, they were car- 
ried from Newgate to Clerkenwell Green, where 


they were hanged on a gallows erected for that 


urpoſe. 
pol As 
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As they. were going to ipeak to Fe pegule is 3 
ir Oh vindication, W ſtopt hy the . 

rdinary, who told them it was more proper for 

em to apply themſelves to God for the pardon 
of their ſins, and the ſalvation of their ſouls ; 
which advice they complied with, earneſtly pray- 
ing to God for mercy. Keele then aſked-the 
deputy ſheriff, whether his body was to be bu- 
ned, or hung in chains, of which he had ſome 
ſuſpicion, by the ſmith's going to take meaſure 
of him and Lowther for their chains, but would 
not let him do it. He was anſwered, ** Pray, 
« Sir, don't concern yourſelf about your body, 
but take care of your poor ſoul.” He then 
ixed his eyes on his book, and never quitted it 
till the cart drove away. | | 

Being cut down, their bodies were put into a 
cart drawn with four horſes, deck'd with black 
plumes of feathers, with ſeveral party-coloured 
ribbons ; and being conveyed to Holloway, were, 
on the 24th of Decimber 1713, hung up in 
chains. | 
The copy of a letter ſent to Mr. Richard Keele, it 

the condemned hole, the night before he died, 


Mr. Keele, London, Dec. 22, 1713. 


14 M heartily forry for the fatal cir- 


cumſtances you now lie under; and though 

I have received ſome injury at your hands, yet [I 
freely forgive you; but as you are a dying man, 
I beg of you to do me that juſtice, as to inform. 
Mr, Lorrain, beſore you leave this world, whe- 
ther I was guilty, or not, of that moſt. horrid. 
crime of blaſphemy, ſor which I was convicted 
with you and George Milſon at the Old Bailey; 
tor that will be very ſatisfactory to me, — 4 
| may 


m_ 
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may not ſtill lie under the aſperſion of eyer. bes 
ing thought ſo profane 2 perſon. as thoſe ill 
minded people who ſwore againſt us, repreſented 
me on my trial. It now lies in your power to 
juſtify my innocence in that matter; ſo moſt fin- 
cerely praying God to haye mercy on your poor 
ſoul, which 1 hope he will moſt graciouſly re- 
ceive into his eternal reſt; give me leave (after 
exhorting you to behave like a true and good 
Chriſtian, the few moments you have to reſide 


on earth) to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your humble ſervant, 
B. BOURAGE, 
Mr. Keelt's Anſwer, 


Mr. Bourage, Wa 
Received your letter, and in anſwer thereto, I 
ſend you this ; that as for the injury you re- 
ceived from me in the quarrel that happened be- 
tween us, it was your own ſeeking ; ſo I hope 
I have nething to anſwer for it: but, however, 
am glad you forgive it, as lying under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances; and as for the blaſphemy which you 
and I were ſwore againſt wrongfully, you are 
very ſenfible, as well as I, that we were all 
ſwore ee falſely; ſo as I am a dying man, I 
freely clear you as in my company, which I hope 
u will do me the like juſtice. This, Sir, is all 
can ſay ; only defire you will pray for my dear 
ſoul, which I hope God Almighty, out of his 
great mercy, will receive into his heavenly king- 
dom, from 


Your humble ſervant, 


RICHARD KEELE. 
The 


2 
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The Trial of ELIZABETH Fanrer, ond 


MaRTHA NoRMAN, tws Gies, for 
Felony. „ 


LIZABETH FARREL, and MARTHA 
NORMAN, were indicted at tne O d- 
Bailey, 1713, for feloniouſly ſtealing fix filver 
falvers, twelve ſilver ſpoons, two tilver ſalte, 
ten ſilyer handled knives, ten filver forks, with 
2 ſhagreen caſe, and other parcels of plates, 
with cloaths and linen to the value of 1891. 
the goods of John Long, on the 15th of May, 

1713. 

The chief evidence againſt the priſoners was 
Barbara Hudſon, the proſecutor's ſervant, ho 
depoſed, that the priſoners came to her, and 
told her, they had caſt her nativity, and found 
ſhe was born to very good fortune; but the thing 
could not be accompliſhed if ſhe did not give 
them her money and cloaths, which, if ſhe did, 
a pot of diamonds and gold rings would ariſe: 
out of the earth for her uſe. The witneſs be- 
lieving them, gave them all ſhe had, which” 
amounted to about twenty pounds. 

She farther depoſed, that they uſed to ſend 
for her to an alehouſe near the proſecutor's ; and 
after they had got her goods, told her, ſhe could 
not have the benefit of her fortune, without ſhe 
let them have her maſter's plate alſo, for the pot 
would not ariſe while there was any plate in the 
houſe, | . 

Upon which ſhe appointed them to meet her 
at tne alchouſe on ſuch a day, and ſhe would 
pratify them. They came accordingly, and 
went to the proſecutor's houſe, an! took the 
Vol. I. U goods 
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oods mentioned in the indictment, put them is 

eir laps, and went back with them to the ale- 
houſe. | | LINE 

They pretended to the people in the alehouſe 


they had been in Monmouth-ſtreet, and bought 


ſome old cloaths, _ 
It appeared they left the ſhagreen caſe, be- 
hind them, which was proved to be the proſe- 


cutors”. 


The priſoners having nothing material to ſay 
in their defence, the Jury found them guilty, 


and they were burnt in the hand, and ſent to 


hard labour. | | 


— — —— 


The Trial and extraordinary Confeſſion of 


SARAH CLIFFORD, convicted of Fe- 
tony. | 


ARAH CLIFFORD was indicted at the 
J Old Bailey the 11th of September 1713, for 
teloniouſly ſtealing thirteen pounds in money, 
the property of Richard Hill, from the perſon of 
Ralph Stocking. i 

It appeared from the evidence, that Ralph 
Stocking, being a drover, was employed by 
Richard Hill, and had received from him the 
money mentioned in tue indictment. Being 
much in liquor he was picked up by the priſoner; 
ſhe called for a coach, and took him in, and 
carried him to an alehouſe near Long-lane, and 
there gave him ſtrong waters; which, together 
with what he had drank before, made him dead 


| drunk; that ſhe took the money out of his 


pecket, and gave the coachman one ſhilling and 
ſix· 
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ſix-pence to drive him into Spitql-fields market, 
where ſhe pretended ſhe had lived; accordingly 
the coachman drove him there; then he drove 
him into White-chapel, and laid him upon a 
ſtall, where, in a ſew hours after, he died. | 

The prffoner having but little to ſay in her 
defence, the Jury found her guilty, and ſhe re» 
ceived ſentence of death, | 

The priſoner being committed to New Priſon 
before her trial, a gentleman going there to 
view the priſoners, ſhe coming in his way, he 
alked her, what ſhe was in there for? To which 
ſhereplied, For what do you think ?” ſaid he, 
« I cannot tell.” Why, quoth the, © I picked 
« a gentleman's pocket of a joint- ſtool, and 
having ſold it for nothing, | got drunk with 
„half the money, and was apprehended and 
« ſent hither,” 2 
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The Trial of Ropericx Awpkry, and 
WILLIAM WriTz, conviffed of Fe- 
lony. | | 

ODERICK AWDRY, and WILLIAM 

WHITE, were indicted at the Old Bailey- 
the 13th of May 1714, for ſtealing eleven ſil- 
ver ſpoons, two =O two ſalt- ſellers, and other 
plate, in the houſe of Thomas Gibſon, Gent. 

The proſecutor's fervant 'depeſed, that he 
having been abroad, at his return ſaw White 
ſanding at his maſter's door, and going in, found 
Awdry ſitting in the parlour, who told him his 
lady ſent him thither of an errand ; whereupon 
ke ſeized. him and ſecurcd White, who had a 
2 ſalver 
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talver taken upon him, and the reſt of the plate 
was found upon Awdry. : 
_ Awdry had nothing to ſay in his own defence 
but would have excuſed White, by ſaying he 
gave the falver to White to carry 2 him, and 
he, meaning White, knew not that he had 
ſtole it. | b 

The Jury however found them both guilty 

n the new ſtatute. 

Being under ſentence of death, he gave the 

Ordinary this account: That he was then about 


fixteen years of age, born in the pariſh of Saint 


Giles's in the Fields; that his father dying while 
he was young, and his mother marrying again, 
he was turned out of doors — for, by 
his father-in-Jaw ; that being thrown upon the 
wide world, he was to ſeek what courſe to take 
to get a livelihood; and that which feemed the 


readieſt was, to pilfer and ſteal ; which he firſt | 


began with robbing orchards, and then pro- 
ceeded to greater thefts, inſomuch that he ſome- 
times ſtole plate, at once to the value of 4ool. 


that he had been ſeveral times committed to 


Newgate and the Marſhalſea : had been tried at the 
Old Bailey, and acquitted for want of ſufficient 
evidence; had been twice ſent te Tothill-fields 
Bridewell, three times burnt in the hand, and 
thrice- ordered to Bridewell in Clerkenwell : to 
which places he no ſooner came, but he broke 
aut, and returned to his old trade of thiev- 


ing. 
' He further ſaid, he had lived in all manner of 


lewdneſs and debauchery ; and gave the Ordi- 
an account of thirty-five robberies, confift- 

ing chiefly of place, jewels, rings, money, 
other valuable things, to the amount of fevera 
' + thouſand 


— 


e a8 
thouſand pounds, all which he had committed, 
in the day time, and that none of the ſervants 
in the houfes had been concerned with him; 
with many other robberies that he could not re- 
member; and all within the ſpace of three years 
and a half, | 7 ge f 

He aſked pardon of God and the perſons he 
had wronged, which he ſaid was all the amends 
he had then in his power to make them. | 

He was executed at Tyburn May 28, 1714, 
m company with William White and Andrew 
Harpur. | | 


— 
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Curious and authentic Memoirs of the Amoufs 
- of Mr. NosLE, and Mrs: Sxyts, with 
his Trial, Conviftion, and Execution, fer 
' the Murder of John Sayer, Eſquire, 
ber Huſband. _ 


OHN Sayer, Eſq. of Biddleſden, in the 

county of Bucks, was Lord of that manor; | 
which is 800l. a year, and had other eſtates to | 
the value in all of 1000l. per Annum, beſides 
his mother's jointure of 1001, per annum. II 
was as to his perſon agreeable enough, of a fits 
gular eaſy quiet temper, and honeſt principles, 
both as to his neighbours and the public, **- * 

In the year 1699, Mr. Sayer married 
Mrs, Mary Nevil, daugater of Admiral Nevil by 
his wife Mary, who, ſince the AdmiraPs dear 
married Col. --------- a gentleman of ſo much 
braycty and honour, that it is a pity L fot 


ou 
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ſhould not have given him a niore deſerving we- 
man to his arms. bay N 
Mrs. Mary Nevil her daughter could not be 
reckoned a firſt rate beauty, but her perſon did 
riot want charms, and her wit was ſufficient to 
give her the character of an agreeable woman, 
had her virtue been equal either to her wit or 
charms. ' 1 
By the marriage articles, dated the 24th of Jan. 
1699, it was agreed, that young Mrs. Nevil's 
mare of the eſtate deviſed by the Admiral, which 
being undivided, was conceived to be better than 
3000], beſides ee ſhould be valued in the 
ſettlement as follows: Mr. Sayer on the receipt 
of 1000. was to ſettle gol: a year pin money, 
and 100l. a year for every thoufand pound of 
the reſidue of her fortune to be received by her 
hufband, and to be employed for her by truſ- 
dess. ” 

It was hardly a fortnight after the marriage 
was conſummated, before the bride kicked her 
huſband, and upbraided him in ſuch a manner, 
that it was not doubted ſhe would ſoon procure 
herſelf that ſatisfaction in a lover which ſhe gave 
hints broad enough were 2 her huſband. 
Mr. Sayer was fond of ler almoſt to doting, and 
blind to all her weakneſſes. 
In about twelve months time, ſhe brought 
him a daughter, Who, died in its infancy, His 
love to her, afte: he had made him a father, in- 
creaſed ſo that he thought nothing too good for 
ker, that was in his power to give her. He daily 
made her liberal preſents, took a good houſe for 
her in town, in Liſle- ſtreet near Leiceſter-fields, 
ſet up a handſome coach and equipage, and tried 
all ways to foften her towards him. She did not 
2 gire 
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jve herſelf the trouble to conceal her diſguſt, 
eclaring publicly, he was ſo diſagreeable to her, 

ſhe w never again admit him to her bed. 
Upon this he took to other women, and as town 
Sdn is always fatal, poor Mr. Sayer met 

Ne puniſhment in the fin. The man was fo 
plain hearted, that he made no fecret of his a- 
mour, and his wife and all the family knew for 
what he took phyſic. The diſeaſe was in time 
perfectly cured, and not a fymptom of it remain- 
ed. 

_ - Whether it was to prevent the ſcandal and 
expence of-ſuch another adventure, or out of his 
wite's natural inconſtancy, ſhe ſoon after this 
unlucky accident admitted him of her own accord 
to her bed. The ill effects of this good hu- 
mour of hers broke out in a little while on her 


fide ; the cruel diſeaſe ſeized the fair one; how ©: 


ſhe came by it was a myſtery, if thg Doctor's 
word might be taken : Mr. Sayer was a ſound 
man again: the ſurgeon was ready to give his 
oath on the ſucceſs of his art ; and yet ſuch is 
the uncertainty of ſurgery, or*of Mr. Sayer's 
virtue, the. good man was forced, with another 
courſe of phyſic, to pay for the blefling of her 
embraces. | | 
Madam was not foon appeaſed ; her huſband 
bore the blame of the lace diſaſter, let who will 
be the cauſe of it. She once more forbids him 
her bed, and takes to it a gentleman of the ar- 
my. That the huſband came in now and then 
to the relief of the Colonel, is not to be doubted, 
for it is certain the jady was prolihc, and about 
the year 1703, ſhe again made Mr. Sayer a fa- 
ther. For the child's ſake, we muſt be tender 
how we tread on this ground, and for the Colo 
nc]'s 


* 
* * 


| * . 
——_— Tz 


n 2 


— . _y 


ts 
N 


1 
— 


. _ 
mn nat 


= * , 
_— — — — — 


" Z - * 2 * * - 
4 8 _ as 44” ths © =» — 
- 2 ” * — 3 
T = - ® - * * 7 "> » 
— : : * 2 
2 
" ae £8 2 — — r.T— — — _____ — 2 — — 5 - — — = 
< . 


8 


— — 
— 


— 2 
we RR FTI 


— ä y—P—U pw —— ⏑ 2 ⏑ ⏑2 — — —— 


224 Trial of RieuARD Nonry, 
nel's ſake I ſhall not enter far into this intrigue, 
for it will be ſoon known at whoſe houſe Mrs. 
Sayer was caught, in what manner with the 
maſter of it, for which his wife tore her fine 
head-dreſs and ruffles, that had coſt Mr. Sayer 
near ſixty pounds. After the birth of the child, 
ſhe indeed had her paſſions with more licence, 
and Mr. Sayer's want of vigour turned (as ſhe 
thought) the guilt all on his fide, for which ſhe, 
and the two other women that were in the 
'houſe with him, finely rallied him. = 
Thus was he perpetually teaſed and perſecuted 
by them, who hated no man in the world, but 
thoſe the laws of God and man had obliged 
them to love and honour. So far did their ha- 
tred carry them, that a challenge was contrived 
between Col. S---, and Mr. Sayer ; which, had 
it taken effect, would at once have rid both the 
married ladies of the two incumbrances, their 
Huſbands. Colonel S--- being in company with 
= Mrs. Sayer, took an opportunity to reprove her 
for her infidelity to her huſband ; upon which 
ſhe returned him fuch a volley of ill language, 
that he could not forbear flinging the bottom of 
a diſh of tea at her, part of which flew in her 
face, This was what the women wanted, and 
to urge him to it, they artfully wrought up his 
aſſion, till it provoked him to that indecency, 
The mother highly reſented the affront offered 
her daughter, not for reproving her infidelity, 
but for the infolence of the tea; and the two 
wives could not reſt till they had ſcrewed up 
Mr. Sayer to ſuch a pitch of reſentment, as to 
demand ſatisfaction of the colonel. When they 
got him to agree to it, they took him while he 
was hot ; a challenge wes immediately drawn up 
in 
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in form, and, it is ſaid, by Mrs. Sayer herſelfs 
and ſent away to the Colonel, Time and place 
of meeting being appointed, the two gentlemen 
met, took coach, and were driving towards 
Montague-houſe; as they were on the way, 
Colonel S------ very candidly and ingenuoufl 
diſcourſed Mr. . Sayer on the occafion of this diſ- 
pute, not out of any deſire to avoid the duel 
every one knowing his ſpirit and ability, but 

to prevent the miſchief, that in all probability 
would eome of it, to his fon-in-law, and conſe- 
quently to himſelf, When Mr. Sayer was 
brought inte temper, which was no hard mat- 
ter to effect, Son Sayer, ſaid he, or to this pur- 
poſe let us come to a right underſtanding of 
this buſineſs. Tis very well known I am a 

% ſwordſman, and I ſhould be far from getting 
„any honour by killing you. But come cloſer 
eto the point in hand; Jack Sayer, thou ſhouldſt 
know, for all the world knows thy wife and 
© my wife are two-------, They want to be 
4 id of us both at once. If thou ſhouldſt drop 
„they'll have me hang'd for it afterwards. 
This diſcourſe, ſo full of truth and reaſon, opened | 
Mr. Sayer's eyes. The coach drove back again, 
and the Colonel and his ſon-in-law parted. very 
good friends, to the great mortification and di 
appointment of their ſpoules.. 

Mrs. Sayer all this while carried matters very: 
ſwimmingly. The country is the ſcene of love, 
and the homely hut, like an homely diſh, if it be 
clean, whets the appetite. I detire the reader 
to take notice, that this is not ſo much a di- 
greſſion as he may think it; for I muſt let him 
know, it was obſerved by all the ſervants 
in Mr, Sayer's family, that the parſon of Bid- 
delflen's 
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delſden's word went further than their maſter's, 
I muft alſo be ſo free with the memory of par- 
fon Lucas, as to be very ſuſpicious of certain 
paſſages in the {ſtable and the hay-loft, which 
let the coachman explain if he pleaſes. The 
Curate was a ſerviceable man in the family more 
ways than one; and they remember to this 
day, they never had ſo good drink, as when he 
was ſo kind as to look after the brewing of it; 
which office, ſo free was he from pride, he 
often condeſcended to take upon himſelf. It 
happened he a while after came to London, 
fell ill of the ſmall-pox and died of it; which 
was no great loſs. either to Biddleſden or my 
Lady, there being enough ready to ſupply his 
place. When he was upon his death bed, he 
ſient to Mr. Sayer, deſiring, upon the requeſt 

of a dying man, that he would come to him. 
There was ſome uneaſineſ es upon his mind, 
which he would fain have diſcharged on that 
RL gentleman. The wife, who had a good ſcent, 
melt the matter, and would not let her huſband 
do, for truly her mother had not had the ſmall- 
pox, and if Mr. Sayer went to him, the family 
would, be undone, her mother would ſurely have 
them. The good-natur'd creature ſtaid at home, 

and the parſon died without ſeeing him. But ſhe, 

all the while he was ill, ſuffered her footman to 
go to and fro to the ſick man, which will feem 
do the cenſorious, to be as bad as if the huſband 
had gone, and as catching for her, mother, this 
Fi Hfootman carrying and bringing meſſages from the 
parſon to the mother, and from the mother to 
bim. After his death a ſecond Colonel ſup- 
| plied the place of the firſt, and the curate; 
|| and a greater man than both the Colonel or the 
| e ottbs Curat 
\ 
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Curate, made Madam a preſent of china, with its 
appurtenances; which ſhe pretended to her huſ- 
band ſhe won at Aſtrop-Wells. I will not 
make more of this matter than I know of, and 
ſo ſhall leave it ; Rs 3 7; 
We come now to that part of this tragedy” 
which introduced Mr. Noble on the ſtage. 
He was the ſon of one Noble of Bath, who 
kept a Coffee-houſe, which was well frequent- 


o 


ed. 1 


As his parents were people of ſome ſubſtance for 
their condition, they had given him a very liberal 
education, and with an attorney there was a ſmall 
eſtate of ſixty pounds a year in the family, and 
his mother was a woman of ſo much virtue, ſhe 
ſhut the door on him when he came rattling to 
Bath with Mrs. Sayer in a coach and fix. I have 
heard that his attorney's buſineſs, before he was 
acquainted with her, was of an inferior kind. He 


was innocently recommended to Mr. Sayer by a Ml 


gentleman, Colonel S------- „who wiſhed them 
doth well, and could not have believed, Mr. No- 
ble would have acted ſo ungrateful and inhoſpi- 
table a part. It was early in the acquaintance 
with the women of this hiſtory, that he had too 
large a ſhare of their good graces, eſpecially Mrs, 
Sayer's. I am not fo fond of the tale, as to en- 
large en the gallantry of it, or I might diſplay 
ſeveral ſcenes that would make a thouſand lovers 
envy Noble's fortune, till the hour of his impri- 
ſonment; for I have heard, that had not ſome 
witneſſes been ſpirited away to Ireland, proofs 
would not be wanting of Noble's familiarity, not 
only with this one lady, but others in her. com- 
pany, where, without jealouſy, the thre nymphs 
; have 
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have at once contended for their vigorous ſwain, 
and all three in the ſame room, diſengaged from 
the incumbrance of dreſs, ready to receive 
The two wives thought of other things as well 
" as gallantry; and finding Noble was a fellow fit 
for buſineſs, as well as love, they formed toge- 
ther a project to poſſeſs themſelves of Mr. Sayer's 
eſtate, Mr. Sayer, to purchaſe at any rate his 
quiet, conſented at laſt, in the year 1709, to ex- 
ecute a deed of ſeparation, wherein he made over 
ſeveral lands in Biddleſden of 150l. per annum, 
in. truſt for his wife, beſtdes fifty pound a year 
pin-money for her ſeparate maintenance ; and in 
this deed was a covenant or clauſe, that by the 
conſent of Mrs. Saliſbury, firſt fignified under 
her hand, it might be lawful for Mrs. Sayer to 
hve how, where, and with what man ſhe pleaſed, 
Mr. Sayer covenanting not to ſue or moleſt any 
perſon for harbouring her. He was ſo weak as 
to truſt his wife's council with the drawing up of 
'the deeds, and had none of his own to adviſe 
with. 5 | 
Not long after this, the clauſe diſcovered itſelf 
in a child born, Mr. Sayer having hardly been 
within a pair of ſheets with madam, ſince the 
birth of his ſon and heir. The lady, it was ſaid, 
was brought to bed near Bath, at a houſe provided 
for her by Noble; and it is ſuppoſed the child is 
{till living, and the father of it to be one of the 
two Colonels that had a part in this intrigue. 
That the incident of the brat might not make 
too much noiſe, a letter was contrived and ſent 
to Mr. Sayer, in Auguſt 1710, intimating, that 
he was pricked down for Sheriff of Bucks. Mrs. 
Saliſbury the mother, to get him out of the way, 
ofered 


offered to ſupply him with money, which he 
took, and got over to Holland, promiſing to 
ſtay there until the next Lady-day. 


A few days before he went to Holland, when 


he was ſo lame of the gout he could hardly ſtir, 
madam and Noble made him dead drunk with 


dunch, which exceſs had a better effect than wa 


intended, for it cured him, when the fit was 
over, of that of the gout. The night before 
he departed he made Noble a preſent of a pair 


of ſaddle piſtols and furniture, worth above gol. - | 


She never wrote him but two letters all the 
while he was in Holland, and her maid, Jane 
Terry, ſiſter to James, one of the following evi- 
dences, talking to her with concern of the dan- 
er her maſter was in at ſea, her miſtreſs replied, 
« She ſhould be ſorry his man James, a poor 
& innocent fellow, ſhould come to any harm ; 
&« but ſhe ſhould be glad, and earneſtly wiſhed 
« Mr, Sayer might fink to the bottom of the 
« ſea, and that the bottom of the ſhip might 
« come out.” Of this affidavit was made the 
gth of Feb. 1712. | 

Upon his going away, Mr. Noble took on 
him more than ever. He obliged the truſtees, 
nominated in the marriage articles, to relinquiſh, 
and aſſumed the authority of a ſole truſtee. This 
was purſuant to an order of the Court of Chan- 
cery, in a cauſe there depending between Mr. 
Sayer, his wife and ſiſter, plaintiffs, and Colo- 
nel $----, Mary Saliſbury, defendants, and Mr. 
Noble, ſollicitor. 

The latter, before the cauſe was verifyed, 
made but an ill uſe of the kind entertainment he 
met with at Biddleſden, and it has been ſhrewdly 
ſuſpected, that he had a warm bedfellow, when 
the maſter of the houſe was forced to freeze in 
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his lonely ſheets; it being ſworn, that Mr. 

Noble was ſeen to go to bed to Mrs. Sayer. 
The 23d of May, 1711, Mrs. Sayer went 

away 9 from her huſband, and carried 

off with her in Exchequer bills, tallies, and other 

effects, to the value of 20001, Her lodgings 


were private, but Mr. Noble had, at all times, 


and at all hours, free acceſs. On the 5th of 
March 1711, ſhe was delivered of a ſon by 
Doctor Douglaſs; Sir David Hamilton, who 
had been to viſit her ſome time b-fcre her lying- 
in, was retained, and promiſed to deliver her, 
but at the time of her wanting him for that pur- 
poſe he happened to fall ſick, which was the 
reaſon ſhe had Doctor Douglas, who was recom- 
mended by Mrs. Scoffing, the midwife. Mrs. 
Sayer being aſked by her, my ſhe would be laid 
by a man? replied, ſhe was always laid by men, 
and ſhe thought it more their buſineſs than a 
woman's. Upon Mrs. Sayer's elopement, Mr, 
Sayer put this advertiſement in the Poſt- Boy of 
March 1, 1712. 


Mpereas Mary, the wife of Fohn Sayer, Eſq. 
late of Liſle-ftlreet, St. Ann's, went aw 
from her diwelli:g-houſe on or about the 23d, 
May laſt, in * * with Elizabeth Nevuil, 
fiſter to the ſaid Mary, and hath not ſince 
been heard of, and hath carried away near 
1000). in money, beſides other things of a con- 
fſoederable value, and is {0poed to g/ by for 
other name; he deſires all tradeſmen a 1d others, 
not to give her any credit, for that he tuill nit 
pay the ſame. | 


Jane 
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Jane Terry, before mentioned, ſwore, in 
1711 Mrs. Sayer had a great belly, had milk in 
het breaſts, and looked like a woman with 
child; ſhe ſuppoſing ſhe had taken lodgings at 
Strand on the Green for that purpoſe, but as ſhe 
was Ry to go thither, Noble put her into 
a coach in Piccadilly, and carried her to the 
,odgings where ſhe was delivered. | 

e reader is not to conclude, that all this 
happineſs was entirely reſerved for Mr. Noble; 
he lived well upon it, which was enough for 
him, His pockets were full of money. When 
| ſhe went from town to country, or country to 

town, he was generally one of her cquipage z 
and it was no ſecret to the road between London 
and her houſe, what buſineſs Noble had at Bid- 
dleſden, Whenever he was with her, ſhe wag 
always denied to every one elſe ; though ſome- 
times as ſoon as he was gone, ſhe would be gone 
too, I ſhall not tell the place, nor the com- 
pany, but ſhe liked it as well as Noble's. 

In Michaelmas term 1711, Mr. Noble being 
the attorney in the cauſe, Mr. Sayer was taken 
in execution for 400l. at the ſuit of the truſtee 
(but without his privity) in truſt for Mrs. Saliſ- 
bury. This was for a judgment confeſſed by 
him for form ſake, to protect his goods from his 
creditors, while he was in Holland. The real 
debt, as Mr. Sayer ſaid, was not above ſeventy 
* however he turned himſelf over to the 

leet, and being a priſoner there, opportunity 
was taken to deliver ejectments in Hillary term 
following; and in February the ſame year, Mr. 
myer exhibited his bill in Chancery for a relief 
%ainſt theſe ſuits, and the deed of ſeparatio 
which he obtained. An injunction, and py 

| X 2 inſufficient 
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inſufficient anſwers, were put in; but before 
the ſame were referred, the ungrateful and in- 
hoſpitable Noble compleated the meaſure of his 
crimes, and finiſhed the ſuit with his _ In 
this- ſuit Noble forſwore himſelf, at one time 
| ſwearing he was Mr. Sayer's attorney, at another 
time that he was not. We have ſeen how he 
was in poſſeſſion of Mr. Sayer's wife, money, 
Jewels, perſon, and eſtate, He wore his cloaths, 
ſword, and watch, ſtrutting about in Mr. Sayer's 
roqueleau, which coſt twenty-ſix guineas. His 
ſuits with this poor gentleman were the main of 
his buſineſs as an attorney, not that he wanted 
qualifications to recommend Him to a larger 
Mare of it. He had a ſtock of ſenſe, and had 
he preſerved his character from the indelible 
ſtain of this the fouleſt of actions, the man would 
have worn a fair reputation, and his converſa- 
tion been far from contemptible. His chambers 
were tn New-Inn, and there in Michaelmas 
term 1712, upon oath of Mrs. Sayer's adultery 
with him, and of her elopement, he was arreſted 
in an action of Fool. with a Judge's order for 
bail. Of this matter more will be ſaid in Far- 
rington the Bailiff's depoſition. | 
The execution Noble had ſaed Mr. Sayer to, 
was the occaſion of his lying in the Fleet fo 
long. The money his wife ran away with, 
would have gone a great way to have cleared 
him of all his debts, His greateſt creditor was 
Mrs. Nevit his ſiſter-in-law, to whom he owed 
above a thouſand pounds. He offered his wife 
two hundred pounds a year when he was in the 
Bailiff's hand, but ſhe would not take it; and 
28 if it was not enough to have made him mil- 
erable while ſhe lived with him, ſhe, it ſeemed, 
53 | reſolved 
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reſolved that his miſery ſhould have no end but 
with his life. This made him very induſtrious 
to come at her, knowing, that if he could get 
the poſſeſſion of her, ſome of his effects would be 
ſaved. 1 5 

I ſhall now proceed to the manner of Mr. 
dayer's apprehending his wife, with all the en- 
ſuing circumſtances from the time of taking her, 
to that of Noble's conviction. It muſt not be 
omited, that ſome time before Mrs. Sayer 
was taken, her huſband received a letter from 
an unknown hand, informing him, that the 
party knew where was the value of fix or ſeven 
hundred pounds of the jewels his wife carried 
away with her. Purſuant to the advice of that 
letter, he met the perſon at a certain place. 
Mr, Sayer met him at the :Crown- Tavern on 
Ludgate-Hill, and by that means recovered to 
that value, one of the jewels being worth 150k. 
He never heard of her from the time of her 
elopement, till, after much enquiry, a friend 
of his found out, that Mrs. Sayer had retired 
into the Mint, they being all of them, the wife, 
the mother, and the gallant, afraid of the huſ- 
band's purſuit, and thought that place would be 


) 

) a ſecurity. Mr. Sayer was ſo good humoured, 
8 that notwithſtanding all this provocation, he 
{ wrote ſeveral letters to his wife, offering to for- 
8 give all paſt miſcarriages, and to be very kind to 
d her if ſhe would return to him. 

e ' When his friends had certain information 
e where ſhe was, on "Thurſday morning the 
d 29th of January, 1712, Mr. Sayer got a warrant 
E from Sir Charles Cox to take up his wife, ſhe 
d, being gone from him, and Hiving in a looſe diſ- 
ed orderly manner. The managers of this affaig 


2 N 


234 Trial of Ricnard NozLE, 
took him a long with them in a coach to the 


Mint, where the warrant was put into the hands 
of two conſtables, with about half a dozen aſſi- 
ſtants. At three o'clock in the afternoon 
repaired with it to the houſe of Joſeph Twyford, 
in George ſtreet in the Mint, the ſame man 
who formerly kep the Bear- Tavern in the Strand. 
The conſtables made him ſenſible, before they 
came-in, that they were conſtables, and hada 
- warrant to ſearch for a ſuſpected perſon. A very 
neceſſary caution to prevent the cry of an arreſt, 
which would have hindered the execution of the 
warrant, by raifing the mob of the place, who 
are always ready to vindicate their pretended 
privileges. Mr. Sayer went in perſon with the 
conſtables to Twyford's houſe, where Mr. Noble, 
Mrs. Sayer, and Mrs. Saliſbury, were at dinner 
in the back room. Upon the coming in of Mr. 
Sayer, and the conſtables with him, a fray 
enſued, and Mr. Noble making a paſs at him 
with the door in his hand, ran him into the left 
breaſt, and killed him upon the ſpot. | 
After the murder was committed in the man- 
ner related in the depoſitions, Mr. Noble, Mrs. 
Sayer, and Mrs. Saliſbury, were all taken priſ- 
oners by the conſtables ; and as they were carry- 
ing along the Mint, the two ladies were par- 
ticularly very unruly, crying out on the hard 
fate of their dear Mr. Noble. A gentleman, 
who was a ſpectator of this event, ſeeing the 
multitude, began to be moved a little, bad one 
of the conſtables aſſiſtants advance the bloody 
ſword, and carry it before them, which hindered 
the rabble's ſtiring; no creature being ſo bar- 
rous, as to interrupt the courſe of juſtice ina 
Caſe of blood, However, the two ou _ 
FY | | em 
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gemed in no concern but for Noble, fo alarmed 
the ſtanders- by, that the conſtables were twice 
or thrice ſto ſtrangers. 

Money — was offered for his reſcue, 
but the conſtables carried all three in ſa 
before Ralph Hartley, Eſq; a juſtice of the 
peace, who, aſſiſted by another juſtice, took 
their examination. What reaſon the clerk of 
one of thoſe juſtices had for the difficulties he 
raiſed in the examination of the women, and 
why he was ſo willing to diſmiſs them, ſaying, 
„Ladies, you may go, and take Care of your 
« Things in the Houſe,” we know not; how- 
ever, due care was taken of them both. After 
two hours examination, Mr. Noble was com- 
mitted to the Marſhalſea, for the murder of 
Mr. Sayer. While they were examining him, 
a certain barriſter at law appearing in the behalf 
of the other priſoners, Mrs. Sayer and Mrs. 
Saliſbury, their caſe was debated till about ten 
that night, when they were committed for 
further examination only. 

On Saturday morning the coroner's inqueſt | 
was taken on the deceaſed's body, and fo ad- 
journed till the "Tueſday afterwards; but the 
corps of Mr. Sayer having been viewed by them, 
was removed that night from the Mint, to his 
lodgings in the rules of the Fleet, in order for 
its interment. 

The coroner's inqueſt having found Noble 
guilty of wilful murder, and the Jadies havi 
been committed for aiding and aſſiſting him in 
that murder, they were, after fix weeks confine- 
ment, brought to their trials at Kingſton Aſſizes, 
of which the following may be depended upon 
as a juſt account: , | 0 
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On Thurſday evening late, March the 12th, 
RICHARD NOBLE, MARY SAYER, and 
MARY SALISBURY, were arraigned for the 
- murder of John Sayer, Eſq. upon three feveral 
indictments, viz. One againſt Noble for wilful 
murder, and againſt Mary Sayer and Saliſbury as 
aiding and abetting the ſaid murder; one other 
againſt Noble upon the ſtatute of ſtabbing, and 
the other on the Coroner's inqueſt, 

To theſe - three indictments the priſoners 
pleaded, Not Guilty. | 
The Court ſet them aſide, and bid them pre- 
pare for their trial next morning by fix. 

n Friday morning at ſix the court ſat, and 
the priſoners were brought to the bar, when they 
made ſeveral excuſes to get their trials put off 
till the afternoon, for that Mr. Bull (a very ma- 
terial evidence, as ſuggeſted by the priſoners) 
was not come; the truth of this aſſertion being 
demanded by the Court to be made out upon 
oath by ſervice of a ſubpæna upon Mr. Bull, the 
priſoners ſwore Mr. Lindſey, one of their at- 
torney's, who depoſed, that he filled up a ſub- 
pena for ſerving Mr. Bull, but ſpoke no farther 
to the ſerving of it, than that a meſſenger was 
ſent at twelve o'clock to London to = it. 
This device not taking, they alledged Mr. Page 
the Council, another material evidence, was not 
come neither, and that he was ſerved with a ſub- 
Pena, and they looked for him every hour. 
To this point Mr. Lindſey was examined 
again: he ſwore he ſerved Mr. Page with a ſu- 
pæna on Sunday laſt, and that he thought Mr. 
= would be at this trial, Upon further exa- 
mination of him by the Court to this point, the 
Court was pleaſed to take ſuch. notice of . 
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Lindſey, as to check him ſeverely, and bid him 
three times depart the Court (having taken no- 
tice of his name.) All theſe pretences failing, 
the Court proceeded to trial. 


The intent of putting off the trial probably 
was, that the buſineſs at the other bar being 
diſpatched at this time, the Juries returned 
there might be returned home, ſo more 
unlikely to have a ſufficient number of Jury- 
men, that by their challenges the trial 
might be put off till next aſſizes. 


The Queen's council, Mr. Serjeant Comyns 
and Mr. Nott, opened the indictments, and ſet 
forth to the court and the Jury, how heinous 
the crimes of the priſoners would appear on the 
evidence: and the fir} wizpeſs they called was 
Daniel Reeves, who proved that one James 
Hannon (an Iriſhman) who ſtands committed 
for this offence till thz next aſſizes, on Thurſ- 


day evening before the trial, came to him, and | 


ſhewed him copies of the examination taken on 
the coroner's inqueſt of Samuel Durham, Thomas 
Gardner, and John Coe, (three of the Queen's 
moſt material witneſſes proving the murder.) 
Hannon then gave him in money half a crown, 
and deſired him to procure or hire two other 
men to ſwear with him, againſt thoſe examina- 
tions, and promiſed him two guineas for him- 


ſelf; the other two men were to have what 


Reeves could agree with them for, and Mr. 
Noble would give Reeves a larger ſatisfaction 
than he thought of. | 


On Friday evening Hannon came to him 
again, and gave him another half crown to ſpend 
| . 1 
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upon Durham, Gardner, and Coe, and ordered 
him to make what agreement he could with 
them to ſtifle and buy off their evidence, and 
on Saturday Hannon would bring him part of 
the money. On Saturday Hannon came to 
Reeves again, to know what progreſs he had 
made, invited him to dinner on Monday, and 
to bring the other two men Reeves was to hire, 
with him, he having a note in writing under his 
own hand, where to find his houſe, viz. At No, 
10. in College-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 

On Monday morning Hannon came to Reeves 
again, gave him a writing in nature of an afh- 
davit, drawn on ſtamp paper by the priſoners, 
which he, and the two men he pretended he 
had hired, were to ſwear before a Judge, and 
gave him nine ſhillings in money then, Whilſt 
Hannon was tampzrarg' in this manner with 
Reeves, the Jatter intimates it to the proſecutor's 
attorney, and after he had got this affidavit from 
him, he excuſed himſelf out of his company, and 
carried it to this gentleman, Reeves ſhuffled off 
dining with him, and when Hannon came to 
him again in the afternoon, Reeves ſtill egged 
him on with the ſame warmth till about------ in 
the evening, when a warrant was procured from 
Juſtice Hartley, and inftead of two perſons who 
ſhould have been the two that were to forſwear 
themſelves, two conſtables appeared, where- 
upon Reeves told Hannon, theſe are my two 
friends. Hannon embraced them very civilly, 
and the third conſtable coming up according to 
order, Reeves. immediately ſeized Hannon's 
ſword, and aſked the conſtable, do you charge me 
with this gentleman. They took him directly | 
before Juffice Lade, where, upon * 
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he denied the fact, but what he did in relation: tg 
the money, he haped to juſtify, beeauſe the 
priſoner's council told him he could. Hannon 
was kept in, cuſtody all that night, and com- 
mitted, for want of bail, to the ea next 
morning. | 


The words of this affidavit follow, viz. 


George Smith and Samuel Shipman, both 
of the pariſh of St. Botolph, houſe-keepers ; and 
Daniel Reeves, of the Pariſh of St. George, 
Southwark, maketh oath, that on or about the 
© twenty-ninth day of January laſt, theſe depo- 
« nents ſaw Mr. Cox and Mr. Hill, the conſta- 
© bles, with feveral other perſons in company, 
with Mr. Sayer, the deceaſed, to go from M. 
© Sherlock's houſe in Queen: ſtreet in the Mint, 
© a brandy-ſhop, to one Mr. Twyford's houſe, 
© wherein they entered, and on their being aſked 
« what their buſineſs was, refuſed to tell. And 
© theſe deponents heard the deceaſed Mr. Sayer 
© (as he went into Twyford's houſe) threaten 
© or ſay, that he would be revenged on that vil- 
lain Noble, and his wife, and that he would 
© kill them then, or be killed. And theſe de- 
© ponents ſaw the deceaſed go up ſtairs and come 
* down again, leaving both the conſtables above 
* ſtairs; and on his coming to the parlour door 
4 (where Mr. Noble was) 1 his ſword partl 
* out, and faid, damn you, you villain, — 
have found you, and inſtantly pulled at the 
© ſaid door, and broke off the bolt, that was 
within ſide of the ſaid door, and thereupon the 
© ſaid doceaſed, after his ſword was almoſt 
* wholly drawn out, ſtepped backwards, and in 
© about 
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: about a minute, went to go down the two 
ſteps into the parlour, and ſeemed to be puſhed 
© down, and then ſome ſaid he was in a fit, and 
© fetched him water. But theſe deponents ſaid, 
© that thoſe deponents . ſtood very near the de- 
© ceaſed, yet could not ſee, nor do they believe 
© that any other perſon (conſidering the ſituation 
© of the place, and the little door being put part 
open) could ſee who gave the ſaid wound, 
And theſe deponents further ſaid, they knew 
Samuel Durham to be a poor neceſſitous taylor 
in the Mint, of a moſt infamous character, 
and werecertain he was not in the houſe till af- 
ter the deceaſed was wounded, and the ſword 
which James Terry (the deceaſed's footman) 
and others then preſent ſaid, gave the ſaid 
wound, was taken up in the kitchen; and 
further ſaid, before the deceaſed broke open the 
ſaid door, they ſaw the ſaid Terry with a cane 
in one hand, and a braſs hilted ſword undrawn 
in the other. And laſtly, theſe deponents 
heard the ſaid Terry abuſe the ſaid Mrs. 
Sayer, giving her very bad words; he alſo told 
her, that rather than fail, he would offer his 
ſervice to the Sheriffs to hang her, and that 
he would ſoon ſee the end of her; and ſhe 
anſwered, © Sirrah, it is hard to be abuſed by 
&« the maſter and man too.” And theſe depo- 
© nets being in the room when the deceaſed fell 
down, heard the ſaid Mrs. Sayer ſay no other 
* words, but believe they ſhould, if ſhe had ſaid 
„ „ 
It wil preſently be perceived, that if Hannon 
could have got ſome bold witneſſes to have 
ſworn all this he laboured to do, Noble might 
have come off. = 
Facts 
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Facts precediog the murder proved by the fol- 
owing depoſitions, | 


John Farrington depoſed, that he was Bailiff 
to the Sheriff of Middleſex, and had a warrant 
delivered him at the deceaſed's ſuit againſt the 
priſoner Noble: he arreſted Noble in his cham- 
bers, and when he was arreſted, Noble declared 
and ſaid, G---d d----n him, if he had Mr. 
Sayer the plaintiff there, he would ſtick his 
ſword through his body, and he would do it 
whenever he met him next ; but when he ar- 
reſted Noble, he was ſick, and the deceaſed (the 
plaintiff) ordered the witneſs not to take him 
out of his chambers, but to uſe him civilly. It 
muſt not be forgot, that Mr. Noble objected to 
the bailiff Farrington's evidence for the Queen, 
ſaying, he ſwore maliciouſly, becauſe when No- 
ble was under arreſt, he extorted ten guineas, 
and for that the next term the priſoner Noble 
moved the court, and made him refund. 

The Bailiff had aggravated the priſoner's 
guilt by giving out, that when he had him un- 
der arreſt, Noble faid he would ſend Sayer out 
of the world the firſt opportunity; the good 
man Farrington could not help replying, you 
have had much of his goods, and lain-with his 
wife, ſhould you do ſo ? Noble anſwered, d---n 
him, he would, | | 

Jeremy Barnard depoſed, he was ſummoned 
to Kingſton aſſizes on the Jury upon life and 
death, and that one Luke Jones, carrying Mr. 
Stagg an Attorney by water, on Friday the 6th 
of March, and telling him Jerry was ſummoned 
on this Jury, Mr. Stag ordered him to tell 
Barnard, if he was not got off, Stagg could 
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kelp him to twenty pounds; Jones aſked on 
what account? Stagg made anſwer, if he would 
bring in the gentleman that killed the man in 
the Mint, Not Guilty, they having a thouſand 
pounds and upwards, and would ſpend it all on 
the Jury to ſave his life, for it lay in the breaſt 
of Ge Jary .only, becauſe they had been with 
the Queen to get a pardon but could not get 
one. 

Luke Jones was called next, and proved the 
. fame: then the tipſtaff was ſent for Mr. Stagg, 
but he could not be found, a ſummons was or- 
dered to be taken out againſt him to appear be- 
fore the Lord Chief Juſtice in London. "Theſe 
ill practices being diſcovered to the Court, the 
Jury ſummoned on this trial were ſet aſide, and 
a Jury called from the Niſi Prius bar, each Ju- 
| called was ſworn to his freehold and co- 
pyhold of ten pounds per annum, and whether 
they were not wrote or applied to on behalf of 
the priſoners at the bar; then the three priſoners 
thallenged peremptorily to the number of ſe- 
venty-fve, viz. Mr. Noble challenged twenty, 
Mrs. Saliſbury twenty, and Mrs. one thirty- 
five, as indi for Petit-'T reaſon. After this 
number challenged upon oaths adminiſtred, two 
appeared to have been applicd to-on behalf of 
the priſoners, and were ſet afide by the Court. 
The Jury being ſworn, the witneſſes for the 
Queen were called. "ps | 

Juſtice Peters depoſed, that in 1709, a duel 
was ſtirred up by the contrivance of Mrs. Saliſ- 
bury and Mrs. Sayer, between their two huſ- 
bands, the deceaſed and Colonel Saliſbury, and 
the challenge ſent by Mr. Sayer ; but when they 


met upon it, the Colonel very readily EI 
| on 
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ſon Sayer that the deſign of this was only that 
their two bad wives might be at once both rid 
of their huſbands, viz. that the Colonel being a 
ſwordſman might kill Sayer, and afterwards be 
hanged for it. 

Joanna Manley depofed, that in Auguſt 1710, 
after Noble's acquaintance with Mrs. Sayer, the 
deceaſed went into Holland and returned about 
Lady-day, during which Time Mrs. Sayer was 
big with child, and her mother and Mrs. N---- 
privy to it : and during Mr. Sayer's abſence the 
witneſs ſeveral times ſaw the two priſoners, No- 
ble and Sayer in bed together. Her miſtreſs 
(Mrs. Sayer) deſired her to give her maſter ſome 
poiſon, and if this witneſs would, her miſtreſs 
wonld get it her. | 

Pen. Holwell, their fervant, depoſed, that ſhe 
was ſent by the priſoners for two-penny-worth 
of Laudinum, to make the deceaſed fleep ; and 
bringing word from the Apothecary, that quan- 
10 was enough to make any perſon ſleep their 
laſt ſleep, the three priſoners interrupted her, 
and bid her hold her tongue her ſlut, but give 
2 doſe to her maſter, and ſay nothing 
to him. 

Ann Scoflin, the mid wife, depoſed, that Mrs. 
Sayer, on the 5th ef March, 1711, was deli- 
vered of a male child by Dr. Douglaſs : ſhe 
paſſed for a widow, and Noble and ſhe for hro- 
ther and ſiſter. This child was nurſ d at Hx- 
ton, and died and was buried there in a little 
while. That Mrs. Sayer was delivered at a 
court in Brooks ſtreet, Holborn, with a large 
patch on one fide of her face, and the other ſide 
of her face lay on the pillow. That there 
was great familiarity between them, and that the 
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child, in her opinion, was very like Noble, and 
ſhe believed him to be the father of it. . 
Mr. Marten being ſupæna'd, and ſworn, ſaid, 
he knew Noble and Mrs. Sayer : Noble deſired 
him to take convenient lodgings for her to lie in 
at, which he did, and ſhe was delivered of a 
male child about the 5th of March, 1711, b 
Doctor Douglaſs in the preſence of Mrs. Scof. 
fing the midwife, at a houſe in a court in Breo 
ſtreet, Holborn. | 


Facts proving the Murder, 


Francis Cox. That he is one of the con- 
ſtables of the pariſh of St. George the Martyr, 
in the Borough of Southwark: that on the 29t' 
of January laſt, the deceaſed John Sayer, Eſq; 
with two other gentlemen, came to his houſe 
with a warrant from Sir Charles Cox, for taking 
into cuſtody the body of Mary Sayer his wife, 
who, Mr. Sn ſaid, was gone from him with- 
out his conſent: that as he went to execute this 
warrant, he called one Thomas Hill, another 
conſtable, to affiſt him; after which they went 
into the Mint, and this witnefs being informed 
by Mr. Sayer that he believed his wife was at 
T'wyford's houſe in George-ftreet in the Mint, 
this witneſs having found out 'T'wyford's houſe, 
he knocked at the door, and Twyford came, 
but refuſed opening the door at firſt, till the ſaid 
Mr. Cox told him he was a conſtable, had a 
warrant, and was come to ſearch for a ſuſpected 
perfon in his houſe, and that he would not 
hurt a hair of his head. Twyford opened to 
them the door, the conſtables beckoned to their 
2 fliſtants, and they all went in, Mr, Sayer run- 

| 8 ning 
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ning aſter them: the two conſtables and Mr. 
Sayer went up ſtairs, and there the deceaſed ſaid 
he ſaw ſome of his wifes cloaths, and then ſaid 
he believed. ſhe was in the houſe: and whilſt 
this witneſs went into the ctier little room, Mr. 
Sayer and the other conſtables were gone down 
ſtairs; and before this wirneſs got down, he 
heard a great noiſe and ſcreaming out in a room 
below; — making great haſte down, 
the other conſtable, and ſeveral others, cried 
out to him, Mr. Sayer is dead, and the gentle- 
man that killed him was b:eaking out backwards 
to make his eſcape; thereupon this witneſs 
went round the houſe into the garden to ſecure 
him, where he found a naked ſword in the hand 
of Mr. Sayer's footn an, eight or nine inches, 
and Mr, Noble, Mrs. Sayer, and Mrs. Salibury, 
being in the room tog ther, he apprehended 
them all three, and carried them before Ralph 
Hartley, Eſq; ſuſtice of the peace. 

Thomas Hill, che other conf'a ]>, ſpoke to 
the ſame purpoſe, of his going with a warrant 
t) I'wyfcrd's houſe; that Mr, Sayer went down 
firſt, and he followed him at the foot of the 
ſtairs; there being a door leading into the back 
room: Mr. Sayer laid hold on the door and 
pulled it open, and immediately the deceaſed 
fell a little back, and laid his hand on his own 
(word, but did not draw it above a foot for want 
of ſtrength. This witneſs puſhing into the 
room before Mr, Sayer, Mrs. Saliſbury faſtened 
on his collar, and e ide woured with all her 
might to keep him out cf th2 room, and as ſoon 
as he had get in, Mr. Sayer followed immedi- 
ately, fell dowr, and rever ſpoke more; there 

were only Mr, Noble, Mrs. Sayer, and Mrs, 
8 Saliſpury 


— 
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1 Saliſbury. in the room, and Noble was breakir 
z1 the glaſs door to make higeſcape. — 
being on the ground, the witneſs him 
in a fit only, and Mrs. Sayer ſaid twas only a 
ſham, and he was not hurt, but he preſently 
ſaw a wound on Mr. Sayer's left fide, whereof 
he immediately died, and believes Noble gave 
the wound with his own ſword, which was 
bloody, and no other ſwerd drawn all the time. 
Mrs. Sayer deſired him to be civil to Mr. Noble, 
- whom he had then apprehended, but ſhe took ne 
care of her huſband. | . 
James Terry, ſervant to the deceaſed about 
eight years. Staying below in the kitchen, Mr. 
Sayer came down firſt, and laid his hands on the 
top of the door, at the ftair-foot going into the 
parlour, and endeavoured to pull it open; but 
as ſoon as it was a little way open, he ſaw a 
naked ſword come through againſt his maſter's 
body, and his maſter fell back into this witnefs's 
arms, and clapping bis hand to his left ſide ſaid, 
{ am dead, or killed, or ſuch like words. The 
ſword was left in his maſter's body, and fell on 
the ground, and verily believes his maſter received 
a wound on the left ſide of his body, of which 
he inſtantly died. The witneſs took up the 
ſword which had a mourning hilt, and ſeeing 
Twyford to go round into the garden, followed 
hin, where he heard the glaſs windows break, 
and ſa the back door open; Mrs. Sayer in the 
garden, Mrs, Saliſbury ſtanding on the door ſtep, 
and his maſter lying on the ground: he ſaid to 
his miſtreſs, “ {lad Madam, what have you 
& done? My Maſter is dead, you have killed 
© him. His miſti eſs told him, Ah! you Rogue, 
Til be revenged of you too.“ — he 
aw 
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faw the: wound on his maſter's left ſide near the 
left pap, which he probed, and was four or five 
inches dæep. This vritneſs further depoſed, that 
his maſter. had no ſword draw at the time he 
received the wound, nor aſterwards; and that no 
words paſſed between him and the party that 

the wound. 
Thomas Gardner, conſtable's aſſiſtant. That 
there being a door at the foot of the ſtairs, he 
ſaw Mr, Sayer lay his hand on the door, and en- 
deavour to pull it open; as the door was a little 
open, he ſaw Noble in grey cloaths-within' the 
room, and a naked ſword in his hand, thruſt at 
the deceaſed through the open part of the door, 
and give him a wound on the left fide of his 
body, and Mr. Sayer had no ſword drawn, nei- 
ther did any words paſs between the deceaſed and 
him that gave the wound; but the deceaſed af- 
terwards endeavoured to draw his own ſword, 
then by his ſide in the ſcabbard, but could not 
pull it above half way out for want of ftrength, 
and immediately fell down, and as he was falfing. 
the witneſs heard Mrs. Sayer fay, that the 
% deceaſed had a great many ſham fits, and that 
© this was one of them, or ſuch like words ;” 
and when the conſtables were taking the priſ- 
oners away, Mrs. Sayer afked Noble, My dear, 
have you got my watch? he anſwered, nip 
% dear, I have it in my pocket. | 

There were ſeveral other witneſſes, who all 
depoſed to the fame effect, particularly Capt. 
Alkern and Mr. Anthony Sherlock, who ſwore 
that TWyford fhould fay, he told Noble he 
might go a way 1t he pleaſed. 85 

The witneſſes for the crown being all ex- 
amined, the priſoner Noble made a long defence 
| for 
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for himſelf; he had given the court aburidanet 
of trouble, the reaſon has been before noted, and 
when it came to his turn to plead his own cauſe, 
and that of the other two priſoners Mrs. Sayer 
and Mrs. Salifbury, he did it like a man who 
deferved a better one. The deceaſed Mr. Sayer 
© uſed his lady moſt barbarouſly ; that he beat 
© her, called her names, gave her the foul diſeaſe: 
he aggravated his carriage towards her in the 
© moſt provoking manner he could; ſaying, he 
would make out the truth of his aſſertions by 
" © proofs : he ſet forth the deed of ſeperation and 
the marriage articles, arguing, that upon thoſe 
« deeds he did not queſtion the priſoner (Mrs, 
< Sayer) would be thought a perſon ſole and 
© apait from the deceaſed at the time of his 
« death: that Mr. Sayer could not pretend his 
< widow had robbed him, and run away with 
© his jewels, &c. ſhe having a right to them, 
they being reſerved her by her marriage ar- 
© ticles: that the deceaſed could have no pretence 
© to retake either them or his wife; for as to 
her, ſhe was lawfully ſeperated, ſhe was forced 
to go from him on account of his ill uſage of 
© her, He juſtified his being in Mrs Sayer's 
company as her attorney and truſtee; that he 
was then with her about buſineſs in piivate, 
© when an extraordinary noiſe and confuſion of 
© a crowd of people in the houſe, together with 
the de eaſed's breaking open the door, pull- 
ing off the bolt and one hing of it, ſerprized 
© him and the priſoners: that they all retired to 
« the back door, which not being able to get 
« open, and a further terror and confuſion a- 
<4 riſing from fuch a deſperate place as the Mint, 
« ſeizing them, the priſoner Noble ſtabbed tae 
| | deceaſed t 


t deceaſed: he owned he knew before hand Mr. 
« Sayer was in the houſe; that indeed is true 
* (faid he) and he did not at all doukt of juſtifying 
+ what he had done, even with all thefe dan- 
© gerous circumſtances, the rather for that the 
© deceaſed came with a warrant fo very ill 
© grounded, and he knew he ſought for his life, 
© he having before drawn his ſword on him, and 
brought a piſtol to his chambers on purpoſe to 
© ſhoot him: he fet forth how he was recom- 
* mended to Mr. Sayer's buſineſs, his manage- 
ment of hers as her attorney and truſtee: that 
he had often endeavoured and ſollicited an 
accommodation; that the articles of ſeperation 
were before he was employed as an attorney: 
he inſiſted, that in the courſe of his endeavour 
for a reconciliation, Mrs. Saliſbury had en- 
* gaged him to Mrs. Sayer, her daughter, that 

very day to ſollicit it. r | 
This is the ſubſtance of. what he urged in his 
defence: the priſoners then called their witneſſes, 
and proved the executing the marriage articles 
and deed of ſeperation. It was obſervable, that 
there were crowds of people whom = had 
engaged to be there on purpoſe to make a 7 
and embarraſs the court; ſome have thought 
between two and three hundred people. The 
ſubſtance of their ſirſt witneſs's evidence was, 
That the deceaſed ſome time ago broke open 
the door upon the priſoner (Mrs. Sayer) to kill 
her with his penknife; that this witneſs was 
privy and acquainted with Mrs. Sayer during 
Noble's converſation with her, and never knew 
her to be with child, or that ſhe ſeemed bigger 
than uſual : that the priſoner (Mrs. Sayer) before 
her acquaintance with the priſoner Mr. Noble, 
ate Eat endeavoured 
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endeavoured for a divorce in Doctor's- Commons; 
that the deceaſed ſeveral times beat his wife, and- 
ſometime fince went to Mr. Noble's chambers 
with a piſtol in his hand to Kill him: that this 
witneſe met the deceaſed upon the ſtairs, which 
paſſage he told to another perſon. 4a 
This: . alſo, and proved the 
fame as. it was told him by the other witneſs ; 
he alſo proved Noble's wreſting the deceaſed's - 
naked ſword from him when he offered to ſtab 
him through the back, and that the deceaſed: 
was cured of the foul diſeaſe. | 
Several witneſſes. were called to the circum- 


ſtances of the murder. {= 
The was a woman ſervant at the Red- 
Lyon in George ſtreet in the Mint, by the name 
of Elizabeth Sanders, who ſwore ſhe was in the 
backſide of her maſter's houſe waſhing, when 
the two conſtables came to Twyford's houſe : 
that they knocked at the door, and refuſed to 
tell their buſineſs, or whom, or what they 
wanted: that ſhe went in with the conſtables 
and Mr. Sayer, and nobody elſe with them: 
that the deceaſed came into the houſe with his 
ſword about three inches out, went up ſtairs 
with the two conſtables, came down by himſelf, 
had his ſword drawn, ſwore he would make an 
end of the priſoner, Mr. Noble, broke open 
the door, went into the room, and fell down 
dead, all which ſhe ſaw, ſhe being in the 
8 below, but did not know how he 

ied. | 

Men were alſo called, and ſwore that Mr. 
Sayer ran into the houſe with his ſword drawn 
aboutzfour inches ſwearing he would kill the pri- 

ſoner Noble, and to the other points pgroung 
| | 8 
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with thoſe mentioned in the affidavit, which Mr. 
James Hannon endeavoured to ſubborn Reeves 
to ſwear to. EG 

Others were called to invalidate the evidence 
given of the priſoners ſwearing to ſtick the de- 
ceaſed when he met him. Ss 

Others depoſed, that they were in frequent 
company with the priſoner Noble and Mrs, 
Sayer, and never knew any diforderly or unbe- 
coming paſſages between them, but thought the 
priſoner Noble came to her only as her attor- 
ney. | 
Reg others were called to the reputation 
and character of the priſoners, particularly a 
neighbour of Mrs, Sayer in Liſle- ſtreet. |: 

The witneſſes on both ſides being examined, 
the priſoners at the bar 3 council, and had 
two aſſigned them, Mr, W----- and Mr. D----, 
They inſiſted that this warrant from a Juſtice of 
the Peace, was ill grounded, and made without 
legal authority; that without legal authority, a 
multitude came into the ſaid houſe. That the 
priſoners had no notice they were conſtables, and 
that the] deceaſed broke open the door upon the 
priſoner ; upon which points they moved for a 
ſpecial verdict, intending thereby to have judg- 
ment reſpited. After the arguments of the 
Council for the Queen, and for the priſoners 
were over, two witneſſes for the Queen ex- 
amined before, were called up again, and one 
of them proved, that the man of the houſe 
where the priſoners were taken, told them ſome 
tew days after the murder, that immediately 
upon the coming in of the conſtables, he ran 
through his garden round the houſe to the back 
door, and told Mr, Noble the conſtables were 


come 
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come and wanted either him or himſelf, That 
he opened the back door to the priſoner Noble, 
and ſaid to him, Sir, you may go your way if 
you pleaſe. Upon which Twyford's examina- 
tion taken by John Lade, Eſq. Juſtice of the 
Peace, was read; Twyford owned his hand 
ſubſcribed to it, andit agreed with this evidence, 
The other ſwore to his hearing Twyford ſay 
the ſame, when he was before the Juſtice, 
There were here, and at the Coroner's inqueſt 
four witneſſes to Twyford's evidence, as John 
Janeway, of Suffolk place in the Mint, Tho- 
mas Auſten, Francis Cox and John Wadſworth, 
all of St. George's pariſh. | Hr 
After the witneſſes and Council had been 
heard, it was reſolved that the warrant being ill 
founded was not material, the deceaſed was 
killed, and he could juſtify the action to take up 
his wife, that it was certain the priſoner knew 
of the deceaſed's being there, becauſe he had 
confeſſed it already. Upon the whole, the evi- 
dence was ſummed up to the Jury with admira- 
ble clearneſs, impartiality and eloquence ; the 
Court having, during ho courſe of the trial 
which was very long, from fix that morning till 
one the next, ſhewed a patience very rare, where 
ſo much needleſs trouble was given. The Jury 
Was permitted ſome little refreſhment at the bar, 
While the Court was ſitting. Then a Bailif 
was ſworn, and the Jury went out to agree on 
their verdict, which they brought in on Satur- 
day morning about ten o'clock, that Richard 
Noble was guilty on all three indictments, and 
the other two priſoners Mary Sayer and Mary 
Saliſbury Not Guilty. 0 
a 
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On Monday when Mr. Noble was brought 
to the bar to receive ſentence, he-made a very 
moving ſpeech to the Court to the following 
purpoſe. Y | | 


My Lorp, 


AM ſoon to appear and render an account 
[ of my ſins to Almighty God. If your Lord- 
ſhip ſhould think me guilty of thoſe crimes, I 
have been accuſed and convicted of by my Jury, 
am ſure then your Lordſhip will think that L 
ſtand in need of ſuch a preparation, ſuch a hu- 
miliation for my 2 offences, ſuch an abhor- 
rence of my paſt life, to give me hopes of a fu- 
ture one, that I am not without hopes that it 
will be a motive to your Lordſhip's goodneſs, 
that after you have judged and ſentenced my bo- 
dy to execution, you will charitably aſſiſt. me 
ry a little time for the preſervation of my poor 
oul, 

If J had nothing to anſwer for but killing Mr. 
dayer with precedent malice, I ſhould have no 
need to addreſs myſelf to your Lordfhip in this 
manner, It is now too late to take any advan- 
tage by denying it to your Lordſhip, and too near 
my end to diſſemble it before God. I know, my 
Lord, the danger, the hell that I ſhould plunge 
myſelf headlong into, I know I ſhall ſoen anſ- 
wer for the truth I am now about to ſay, before 
a higher tribunal, and a more diſcerning Judge 
than your Lordſhip, which is only in Heaveh ; 
that P did not take the advantage to kill Mr. 
dayer, by a thought or apprehenſion that I could 
do it under the umbrage of the laws, or with 
impunity, and nothing was more diſtant from 

Vo. I. Z my 
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my thoughts, than to remove him aut of: the 
world to enjoy his wife (as was fuggeſted) 
without moleſtation, Nor could any one have 
eater reluctance or remorſe from the time of 
the fact to the hour of my trial than J have had, 
though the proſecutors reported to the contrary, 
for which I heartily forgive them. 5 
My Council obliged me to ſay on my trial, 
that I heard Mr. Sayer's voice before he broke 
open the door, I told them as I now tell your 
- Lordſhip, that I did not know it was him, till 
he was breaking in at the door, and then, and 
not before, was my ſword drawn, and the wound 
given, which wound, as Dr. Garth informed me, 
was ſo very ſlight, that it was a thouſand to one 
that he died of it. ls 
When I gave the wound, I inſenſibly quitted 
the ſword, by which means I left myſelf open 
fer him to have done what was proved, and was 
ſo likely for him to have effected, viz. to have 
ftabb'd me, which are circumſtances that mani- 
feſt the greatneſs of my furprize. | 
When I heard the company run up ſtairs, I 
was alarmed, and in fear, the landlord felling 
me thereupon, that the houſe was beſet; either 
for me or himſelf, added to my confuſion. I 
then never thought or intended to do miſchief, 
but firſt bolted the fore-door, and then bolted 
and padlockt the back door which was glazed, 
and began to faſten the ſhutters belonging to it, 
deſigning only to ſcreen myſelf from the vio- 
lence of the tumult. When he broke open the 
door, and not till then, I perceived and knew 
he was preſent : and his former threats and at- 
tempts, which I ſo ay proved on my trial, and 


could have proved much fuller, had not Madam 
Saliſbugg 's 


* 
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daliſbury's evidence been taken from me, made 
my fear ſo great, and the apprehenſion of my 
danger ſo near, that what I did was the natural 
motion oſ ſelf-defence, and was too ſudden to 
de the reſult of precedent malice; and J ſo- 
temnly declare, that I did not hear or know 
from T'wyford the landlord, or otherwiſe, that 
2ay conſtable attended the deceaſed till after the 
misfortune happened, It was my misfortune, 
that what I ſaid as to hearing the decafed's 
voice, was turned to my diſadvantage by the 
Council againſt me, and that I was not intitled 
to any aſſiſtance of Council to enforce the evi- 
dence given for me, or to remark upon the evi- 
dence given againſt me; which I don't doubt 
would have fully fatished your lordſhip and the 
Jury, that what happened was more my misfor- 
tune, than my defign or intention, Ab 

If I had been able under the concern, to re- 
mark upon the evidence againſt me, that Mr. 
dayer was but the tenth part of a minute in 
breaking open the door, it could not then well 
be ſuppoſed by the Jury, that I was preparin 
myſelf, or putting myſelf in order, to do miſchief 
which are acts of forethought and conſideration, 
which require much more time than is pretended 
could have had from the time I diſcovered Mr. 
dayer; for even from his entry into the houſe, 
to the time of the accident, did not ameunt, #s 
am informed, to more than the ſpace of three 
minutes. But I did not diſcover him before 
the door-gave way. - 

I with it had been my good fortune, that the 
Jury had applied that to me which your Lord- 
thip remarked in favour of the ladies, that the 

atter was ſo very ſudden, ſo » accidental 
K 2 2 and 
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and unexpected, that it was impoſſible to be a 
contrivance and confederacy, and unlikely that 
they could come to a . in ſo | hr. 
fime. I don't remember your Lordſhip diſtin- 


guiſhed my caſe, as to that particular, to be 


different from theirs, nor was there room for 
it ; for it is impoſſible for your Lordſhip to be- 
lieve, that I dreamt of Mr, Sayer's coming 
there at that time, but on the contrary I fully 
proved to your Lordſhip, that I went there upon 


- another occaſion, that was lawful and beneficial 


for the deceaſed; and I had no more time to 
think or contrive, than the ladies had to agree 
or conſent. If any thing could be conſtrued 


- -.. + favourable on the behalf of ſuch an unfortunate 


- wretch as myſelf, I think the deſign I had ſome- 
time before began, and was about finiſhing that 


day, might have taken away all ſuſpicion 
of malice againſt Mr. Sayer. 


Muſt it be thought, my Lord, that I only am 


4 tuch a ſinner that I cannot repent and make re- 


parations to the perſons I have injured ? It was 
denied; but I ſtrongly ſollicited a reconciliation 


between Mr. Sayer and his lady, and if this had 
tended to procure me an eaſier acceſs to Mrs, 
Sayer, it would have been ſuch a matter of ag- 
gravation againſt me, that it could not have 
eſcaped the remark of the Council againſt me, 
nor the ſharpneſs of the proſecutors preſent in 
Court, with both I tranſacted, and to both I 
appealed, particularly to Mr. Nott, to whom 
but the day before the accident happened, I 


=+ , manifeſted my deſire of having them live toge- 


ther aSgin, and therefore, my Lord it ſhould be 
preſumed, I laboured to be reconciled, and not 


to revenge myſelf on Mr. Sayer, 
| Your 
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Your Lprdfhip, I hope, will obferve ſo much 
in my favour, that it was ſo far from being a 
clear fact in the opinion of the Jury, that they 
fat up all night, and believing there was no ma- 
lice at that time, told your Lordſhip they in- 
tended, and were inclined to find it manflaugh- 
ter, and, doubting the legality of the warrant, 
to find it ſpecial. 155 | 
I hope this will touch your Lordſhip's heart 
fo far, as not to think me fo ill a man as to de- 
ſerve (what the beſt of chriſtians are taught to 
pray apainſt) a ſudden death. IH $0 
- confeſs I am unprepared ; the hopes of my 
being able to make x legal defence, and my en- 
deavours therein having taken up my time, 
which I wiſn I had better employed. I beg 
leave to aſſure your Lordſhip, upon the words 
of a dying man, that as none of the indirect 
practices to get or ſuppreſs evidence were 
proved upon me, ſo they never fprang from me; 
and I can fafely ſay, that my blood in a great 
meaſure will lye at their door that did, becauſe 
it drew me under an ill imputation of defendin 
myſelf by ſubornation of perjury, I would be . 
willing to ds my duty towards my neighbour as 
well as God before I die; I have many papers 
and concerns (by reaſon of my profeſſion) of 
my clients in my hand, and who will ſuffer if 
they are not put into ſome order; and nothin 
but theſe two conſiderations could make life de- 
ſireable, under this heavy load of irons, and 
reſtlefs remorſe of conſcience for my fins. A 
ſhort reprieve for theſe purpoſes I hope will be 
agreeable to your Lordſhip's humanity and 
chriſtian virtue, whereupon your Lordſhip's 


name ſhall be bleſt with my laſt breath, for giv- 
＋ 3 ing 
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Jug me an opportunity of making peace with 
my conſcience, and Aluighty God. BE” 


* As the Court had ſhewn him all along as 
much favour as a man in his circumſtances 
could expect, hearing him with indulgence even 
when it was plain he meant only to give trouble, 
ſo was his laſt requeſt received with the ſame 
goodneſs; and he was given to underſtand, 
_ ſhould be allowed him for thoſe pur- 
es. | 
When the goaler came (with a barbarity na- 
' tural to thoſe fellows) to load Mr. Noble with 
irons, he was very much confounded ; for tho 
he had given, as he ſaid, two or three hundred 
gue to all the crew that were about him to 
ave ſome favour, they loaded him with the 
heavieſt irons they had, and curſt him as they were 
putting them on. This was enough to fink his 
mind, as well as his body; but I am informed 
he recovered himſelf afterwards, and did not be- 
have himſelf with that penitence and reſigna- 
tion which he then gave hopes of. It is alſo 
ſaid the proſecutors engaged a Reverend Divine 
to $0 to Kingſton on purpoſe to attend him in 
bis ſoul concerns. 1 
A little while after Mrs. Sayer and Mis. Sa- 
liſbury were acquitted, they found bail for their 
forth coming in twelve months, their bail being 
Mr. Stephen Hodges, Mr. Joſeph Stockar, Mr. 
Thomas Arne, and Mr, John Hodges, in one 
thouſand pounds apiece, each ſurety five hun- 
dred pounds apiece for each priſoner. Imme- 
diately upon their being diſcharged, the two la- 
dies returned to London, leaving rheir fellow- 


priſonex, the dear partner of their pleaſures and 
| perils, 
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— bound with harder chains than thoſe of 
ove, his hands manacled, his legs fettered, 
his friends abandoning him, his Council and 
Sollicitors crying out that they would not have 
been concerned for him had they known an 
thing of the adultery. The women wee fo 
overjoyed at their own deliverance, that as they 
were in the coach returning to London, the 
turnkey, whom they took along with them to 
prevent any inſult from the rabble, heard them 
ſay, © it fell out juſt as they would have had it.” 
The iſſue of this unfortunate affair was, that on 
the 28th of March, 1713, Mr. Noble was ex- 
ecuted, and behaved in his laſt moments with 
reat marks of penitence, and only ſhewed a 
fiele too much concern for being ſo baſely de- 
ſerted by the wongen who brought upon him all 
his * Gov 2 | " 

This is a ſtory capable of ſtriking with hor- 
ror even the minds of ſuch as have not any fixed 
principles, either of religion or morals ; for this 
ſtory plainly ſhews, that vice brings its own pu- 
niſhment by a natural chain of circumſtances, 
which, from firſt to laſt, leads its miſerable vic- 
tims from one ſtep ts another, till they come to 
that end which befit their proceedings. - Now 
let a man call this what he-will, chance, provi- 
dence, accident, the common courſe of events, 
it alters not the caſe, for effects will ſtill follow 
their cauſes, whatever notions we form about 
mem, :.:; 41>. 

If Mr. Noble had behaved as he ought to 
have done, had lighted the blandiſhments of a 
lewd woman, and done juſtice to his client Mr. 
Sayer, he muſt neceſſarily have preſerved both 
life and rcputation ; by neglecting this, by doing 

| | wrong 
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The Trial of Jovce Hopckin * tonvifted 
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YCE HODGKIN, of Step was in- 
dicted at the Old Bailey, Auguſt the 18th, 
17145 for Petty Treaſon, for the murder of her 
hufband John Hodgkin, by giving him one 
mortal wound in the left thigh, near the groin, 
with a knife, of which he many died, 

A woman, lodging in the ſame houſe, de- 
poſed, that hearing a noiſe and ſcolding between 
the priſoner and the deceaſed, the came down, 
and looking into the room, ſaw the priſoner run 
at him with a knife, and immediately ſaw blood 
run out of his breeches. 

Another depoſed, that ſhe lived over the way, 
and hearing an outcry, ran over to the houſe 
where ſhe heard the man groaning, and ſaw the 
blood run violently out of his breeches ; and 
aſking the priſoner how it came, ſhe told her 
that curſt knife had done it (ſhewing a butcher's 
carving knife) and that he would have ſtabbed her. 
with It ; ; and that the curſed wretch had been 
the ruin of her and himſelf too. 

A ſurgeon was immediately ſent for, but be- 
fore he came the man was dead; and the Sur- 
geon aſking how it came, ſhe anſwered, he did 
10 himſelt. tho 
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The priſoner in her defence, ſaid they had 
had words about keeping his mother, and that 
he took up the knife, threatning to ſtab her, and 
ſne running _ to avoid it, when ſhe turned 
back again ſhe ſaw him bleed, and that he did 
it himſelf. | | 
The Jury found her guilty of Petty Trea- 
ſon, and ſentence of death was paſſed upon 
Der. ; 
While under condemnation, ſhe would not 
for ſome time acknowledge herſelf guilty of the 
fact; ſaid ſhe had been married to her huſband 
fifteen years, and all that while he had been a 
very barbarous and cruel huſband to her, beating 
her moſt unmercifully: but at Jaſt ſhe did own, 
ſhe did in a paſſion give him the wound he died 
of, but did not deſign to have killed him. 
She was burnt at Tyburn the 22d of Septem- 
ber 1714. 8 N 
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The Trial and Confeſſion of HENRY 
PLUNK ET, convicted of Murder. 


ENRY PLUNKET, of the pariſh of St. 
Anne's, Weſtminſter was indicted at the 
Old Bailey, for the murder of Thomas Brown, 
by cutting his throat. with a razor, Auguſt 30, 
1714. ' | 
The firſt witneſs was a ſervant in the houſe 
where the deceaſed lodged, who depoſed, that 
ſeeing the priſoner come down ſtairs in fome 
haſte, and having heard a noiſe above, ſhe aſked 
what was the matter; he ſaid there was a hght- 


ing 


= 
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ing; but ſhe did not believe it, Mr. Brown be- 
ing, as ſhe thought, at work by himſelf: that 
a-while after, the deceaſed came down with his 
hands on his throat, bleeding; whereupon 
ſhe cried out, and feveral people eame in, and 
he was laid upon a bench in the yard. 
Another witneſs depoſed, that hearing of the 
matter, he went in while the deceaſed was ſo 
lying, and he gave him ſome keys and money 
out of his pocket, but could not ſpeak; and 
that a Surgeon being ſent for, came and dreſſed 
him, and laid him on a bed, and by further ap- 
plication brought him to his ſpeech; and then 
he deſcribed the priſoner, but knew not his 
name, only ſaid, it was ke, ho came over from 
Oſtend with Mr. Reynard (as it was proved the 
priſoner did) and that he came behind bim, 
pulled back his head, and cut him cwice-on che 
Oak. PA 74 e Py WTF re 
The priſoner's ſword and gloves were found on 
the. bed, in the room where. the deceaſed 
was murdered ; and he was taken the next 
11. had nothing to ſay in his defence, but 
that he had beſpoke a wig of the deceaſed, who 
aſked him ſeven pounds for it, and afterwards 
came to fix, and he bidding him four for it he 
fell into a paſſion, took up a razor that lay by 
him, and faid he would cut his throat firſt, 
which he did accordingly ; upon which Plunket 
ran away, becauſe. it is the cuſtom in France, 
in which country he faid he was born, and from 
which he fled for killing a man, that whoever 1s 
in' ſuch a place where a man is killed, he ſhall 
anſwer for his blood, | | But 


for Murder. 263 

But this being looked upon as a very weak 
defence, he was found guilty of wilſul murder; 
and received. ſentence of death accordingly, 

Being under condemnation, he told the ordi- 
nary he was thirty years- of age, born at Saar- 
Lewis, in the Dutchy of Lorain, a place under 
the dominion of the King of France ; that for 
the moſt part of his life he had been in the 
French ſervice, in Italy, Germany, and Flan- 
ders; and that when but ten years of age, he had a 
Lieutenant's commiſſion, under the command of 
his father, Colonel Plunket, an Iriſh gentle- 
man, and a relation of Father Plunket, Primate 
of Ireland (as he called him) who came to an 
untimely end in the year 1679. And as for 
himſelf, he ſaid, that though he was made an 
officer ſo young, and therefore came to that poſt 
more by favour than merit, yet, as he grew up 
he ſhewed himſelf worthy of it; for by his un- 
daunted courage, be always faced, and never 
turned his back upon the enemy. 

He would not own the fact he was con- 
demned for, ſaid he was a Roman Catholick, 
and what he confeſſed, he would do it to his 
Confeſſor, who: would abfolve him. 

But at laſt he owned he was guilty, and 
* condemned, but would ſay no more. 

e was executed at Tyburn, September 22, 


1714. 


. 


' The 


The Trial of ' Renard! FieLD and his 
Wife," convitted of Murder and Fe. 
© Tony. 3 dag, Te | 


ICHARD FIELD, and MARY his wife, 
IN were indifted at the Old-Bailey, he for 
the murder of Mary, wife of Gabriel Randal, 
and ſtealing out of the houſe twenty-five gui- 
neas, and twenty-fhve pounds in money, on the 
20th of October laſt ; and ſhe as an acceſſary to 
the felony, by receiving part of the money fo 
ſtolen. | | | 
Mr. Randal ſwore, that he being a pipe- 
maker by trade, and the priſoner his journey- 
man, he went to carry out ſome pipes, and left 
only his wife and the priſoner at home; and 
returning again in about an hour's time, found 
the ſpring of the door-latch cut; fo that he was 
ſome time before he could get in; which when 
he had done, going up ſtairs, he found his wife 
lying acroſs the bed, with her hands and legs 
tied; whereupon he cried out, and ſome neigh- 
bours came in, who found a clout thruſt down 
her throat, and another tied round her head be- 
fore her mouth ; which when they had removed, 
blood iſſued out, and they diſcovered her to be 
_ murdered. That he went and looked about the 
houſe, and found his cheſt broke open, and the 
money taken away, and a hammer lying by, 
which he left in the work-ſhop with the priſo- 
ner when he went out, and aito found the pri- 
ſoner's apron bloody, but he was gone, 
Another evidence depoſed, tha. Mr. Randal 


ſending him an account of what had paſſed, he 
| | made 
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made ſtrict ſearch after the priſoner, whom he 
tound at laſt on board a ſhip bound for Virgi- 
nia; and upon ſearching him found ſome mo- 
ney, which he owned to be part of the proſecu- 
tor's, and alſo a purſe, which the deteaſed fre- 
quently carried in her pocket. When he was 
apprehended he denied his name, and ſaid it was 
John Gardiner; but upon his trial owned he ſtood 
at the door while John Gardiner robbed the 
houſe, but did not know he had commirted 
murder, | 

This being all he had to ſay in his defence, 
the Jury found him guilty of murder and felony, 
but acquitted his wife of being acceſſary to the 
laſt, by reaſon of her coverture. 

After ſentence, he gave the ordinary the ac- 
count following : That he was about twenty- 
ſeven years of ages born at Coney-hatch, in the 
county of Middleſex, where he firlt went to 
ſchool, in the towns theceabouts ; and that a 
good and pious gentleman taking care of his e- 

ucation, -and paying the charge of it, he was 
well and virtuouſly brought up, but did not 
anſwer the expectations of his friends; that 
when he was about twelve years of age, lie 
went to new England, and there was bound appren- 
tice to one Michael Harding, a tobacco- pi de 
maker at Boſton; and having ſerved an appren- 
ticeſhip worked 3 years as a journey man with his 
maſter; who being a ſober and pious man, and 
keeping his houſe in good order, he himſelf 
could not but outwardly appear religious, and 
and careful to diſcharge Chriſtian duties, though 
indeed, at the ſame time he had a very wicked 
heart, and would often wrong his good maſter 


ſecretly, ſtealing money and other things from 
A a him, 
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him, and that, about five years ago, returning 
into England, he wrought for a while at his 
craft of pipe- making, by which he got five or ſix 
ſhillings a week, and no more. And be- 
ing perſuaded by his friends to follow 
ſome other employment, he tried to learn 
ſome parts of watch-making, as - punching 
gilding, &c. but as he could not attain to any 
proficiency therein, he was rather a loſer than a 
gainer by it: ſo that growing poor, and deſiring 
to get money at any rate, and by any means, 
he fell again not only to work at his old 
trade of pipe-making, but alſo of pilfering and 
ſtealing where he could; and proceeded at laſt 
to the commiſſion of the two horrid crimes for 
which he was condemned to die, which he ſaid, 
the devil prompted him to, he did not know 
how; but being in a hurry, and afraid of a diſ- 
covery, he ſtopt Mrs. Randal's mouth with a 
cloth, and thruſt it down her throat, not think- 
ing it would, as it was, be her death. He af- 
firmed that he contrived and did it himſelf, and 
no other perſon had a hand in aſſiſting 
him. ) | 

He expreſſed much ſorrow for his ſins, and 
earneſtly implored God's and his maſter's par- 
don. | 17 0 11 a * 0 v3 

lle was executed Sept. 22, 1714. 
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The Trial and Confeſſion of Joux Pax ro 
CARBONEL, Jostyn BARBAMINO, and 
Joan Bore, convicled of Felony. 


OHN PANTON CARBONEL, and JO- 
SEPH BARBAMINO, were indicted: at 
the Old Bailey, April 27, 1715, for ſtealing 
two guineas, and two ſhillings in filver, in, the 
dwelling houſe of Mary Meakins. | 
It appeared that Mrs. Meakins kept the Star 
Tavern in Colcman-ftreet, and the priſoners came 
and drank two. pints of wine there, and aſked, 
for change for, a guinea, which the drawer going, 
to get for them, they followed him into the 
room behind the bar; and when Mrs. Meakens, 
turned her money out of her bag to change, the 
put their hands in, pretending to look for half 
guineas, and ſhe did give them fix half guineas 
lor three guineas, and they went their way : but 
when the told her money over, ſhe miſſed that 
mentioned in the indictment, and was poſitive 
there could be no other perſon who took it, but 
the priſoners, who being afterwards taken for the 
lixe fact, were brought to the Sun Tavern in or- 
der to go before Sir William Withers, where 
the drawer knew them, and ſwore politively they 
were the perſons, two of whom went into the 
room behind the bar, and the other ſtood in the 
bar while they did the buſineſs. | 
They had nothing to fay in their defence, but 
that they paid their reckoning, were bid welcome 
and went away unſuſpected. 


They were found guilty. of the indict- 
ment. 


A a 2 They 


\ 


ww — . — 


uere going away, 
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They were a ſecond time indicted for ſtealn 
two moidores, a double piſtole, two half broad 
pieces, and eighteen pence in ſilver, the proper 

of John Tomkins, out of the houſe of Stephen 
Forſter, in Cateaton ſtreet, on the 21ſt of 


March, 1714-15. 


The evidence depoſed, that the priſoneis came 
pretending to buy ſome cloth at Mr. Forfter's 
warehouſe, and bargainc for ſome, which they 
were to come for ig the aſternoon; but as they 

| Fe of them pulled out a five 
pound piece of gold out of hispoccket, and afked 
the witneſs what it was; who turning ſome 
gold out of a bag, to weigh it againſt five gui- 
neas, one of the priſoners thruft his hand among 
the money pretending to ſeek for his five pound 
piece, while the other two had their hands buſy 
about it, 

The witneſs being a little ſurprized at the ac- 
tion, bid them keep their hands off from the mo- 
ney, and returned their piece of gold, and they 
went away; after which telling his money, he 
wound that mentioned in the indictment want— 
ing, which he poſitively ſwore they took away, 


fer that no other perſon could come at the bags. 


The priſoners denied they ever were at the proſe- 

tor's houſe : however, they were found guilty, 
John Panton Carbonel, and J. Borde were a 

third time indicted for ſtealing twelve moidores, 


the property of Samuel Cook, out of the dwell 


ing houſe of Mr. Shales, the 26th of February, 
1711. 

Abe evidence depoſed, that the priſoners came 
into Mr. Shales's ſhop, and aſked to change 
a five pound piece, which he turning out 3 


| bag upon the counter to do, they thruſt their 


hands 
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hands into the money, pretending to look for 
half guineas; and when they were gone he 
miſſed the moidores, and was poſitive none 
could take them but they. 8 

The priſoners Jeniel they were the perſons ; 
— the witneſs being poſitive, they were found 

ity. 6 | 
They were a fouth time indicted for ſtealing 
twenty ſhillings and a handkerchief, from 
Thomas Lawford, the goth of April, 1711. 

He depoſed, that they came into his ſhop in 
Cheapſide, and bought three neckcloths, and 
then aſked him to change a five pound piece, 
which he pulling out his bag to do, they pre- 
tended they wanted to look for half-guineas ; 
and when he came to tel] his money, after they 
were gone, he miſſed that mentioned in the indict- 
ment ; and that ſome days after, meeting Car- 
bonel in the ſtreet, he — him, and appre- 
hended him' with the other two, whereby the 
reſt of the proſecutors had notice. - The fact 
being plain, they were found guilty. 
Carbonel was indicted a fifth time, for ſteal- 
ing two moidores, a puinea, and a French 

uinea, out of the dwelling houſe of Nath. 
Neunte on the 4th of November, 1714. 

It appeared by the evidence, that the priſon r 
came to aſk change tor a piſtole, and afterwar ts 
for a five pound piece, which he going into the 
back ſhop to do, the priſoner followed him, and 
got his hand among the money, which he put 
out of a bag, and afterwards miſſed that menti- 
oned in the indictment, Upon this he was like- 
wiſe found guilty, and then all three received 
ſentence of deatn. | 

* When 


* 
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When under condemnation they gave the 
Ordinary the account following: John Panton 
Carbonel ſaid, he was fifty two years of age, 
born at Niſmes in Languedoc in France, but 
of late years had lived at Rotterdam, where he 
kept a ſhop, and carried on a trade, and lately 
came to England to ſell hair, he dealing in that 
commodity : But ſaid, he had concealed his 
right name, becauſe he would not have it pub- 
lickly known who he was, to the diſgrace of 
his family, part of which were here, part in 
Holland, and all of them good, honeſt, and 
laborious people. 

He confeſſed he was guilty of all the facts 
charged upon him, and had committed ſeveral 
others of the like nature, which he could not 
make any other reparation for, than by ſubmit- 
ing, as he did patiently to that ſhameful death 
he was condemned to, and did juſtly deſerve. 

Joſeph Barbamino, convicted of the ſame 
erimes, ſaid he was ſixty-three years of age, 
born at Meſſma in Sicily; that he had been 
nine yea s a ſoldier in France, and came to live 
at Amſterdam, where he kept a Millinet's ſhop, 
and there it was he became acquainted with Car- 
bonel ; that they had not been long in England 
before they eommitted thoſe facts, which he 
faid he heartily repented of. 

J. Borde, convicted of the ſame crimes, ſaid, 
he was ſixty years of age, born in the city of 
Niſmes, in the neighbourhood of Carbonel; 
that he had been many years out of his country, 
had ſerved in the army, but of late lived in 
London, where his employment was, buying 
and felling goods of any fort. They were all 
executed at Tyburn the 11th of May, 171 73 

; e 
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The Trial of NATHA VIEL PAxEHURsx, 
Eſq. for the Murder of Lewis Pleura, 
and his Behaviour while under Seh- 


Fence. 

ATHANIEL PARKHURST, Eſquire, 
N of the Pariſh of St. Bride's, was indicted 
for the Murder of Lewis Pleura, on the third 
of March, 1715, by giving him a mortal 
wound with a rapier, on the left fide of the na- 
vel, of the breadth of one inch, and the depth 
of five inches. | 

He was alſo indicted a ſecond time on the ſta- 
tute of ſtabbing. | 

It appeared by the evidence, that the priſoner 
and the deceaſed, were priſoners in the Fleet ; 
that the priſoner having been up all night, about 
three in the morning, went into a room next to 
that of the deceaſed's, and cried, ** d----n you, 
« Sir Lewis, where are you?“ but being in- 
formed he was miſtaken, he went away, broke 
into the deceaſed's room, and was heard to ſay, 
d- -n you, Sir Lewis, pay me the four gui- 
© neas you owe me.“ Soon after which, the 
deceaſed cried out murder, and the watchman 
with others going into the room, found the de- 
ceaſed lying naked and bleeding on the floor 
on his back, and the priſoner upon him with 
his ſword drawn. Being taken up, the deceaſed 
was put to bed, the ſheets (which were very 
bloody) being firſt taken off, where a ſurgegn 
dreſſed his wounds, which were eighteen or 
twenty in number, two of them mortal. After 
which being able to ſpeak, he was aſked, how 

he 
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he was wounded ; he anſwered, the priſoner had 
— ̃ U m INSIST a 
One witneſs ſwore, that after the priſoner 
Was diſarmed, and taken out of the room, he 
came in again, and ſaid, d- n you, Pleura, 
& are you not dead yet ?” 3 

The fact was very plainly proved, nor did he 
deny it on his trial, otherwiſe than by ſaying, 
he knew nothing of it, and that he had been an 
imperfect man as to his ſenſes, for two yeats 
and a half paſt; which ſeveral witneſſes were 
called to prove, and ſwore to a great many lu- 
natic and whimſical things he had been guilty 
of within that ſpace of time. * 
But others depoſed, that he was in a capacity 
of 1 what he did, having lately 

tranſacted ſome buſineſs in relation to his liberty, 
in which he appeared to be in his right ſenſes. 
It ſeems he bad been drinking in company from 
four in the afternoon, till the time he committed 
the fact. ft 

The Jury found him guilty of wilfal murder, 

and on the ſtatute of ſtabbing ; and he received 
ſentence of death accordingly. 

While he lay under condemnation, he deſired 
little company beſides that of the Ordinary, and 
in his retirement, much exerciſed himſelf in acts 
of devotion; for the furtherance of which he 
had divers books of prayer, which he conſtantly 
made uſe of; among the reſt was a book enti- 
tled, The Chriſtian Monitor, which he ſaid, he 
wiſhed he had read before ; for if he had, he 
might have prevented many fins, done many 
good deeds, and never have came to this ſhame- 
ful and untimely end. 

Being 


Being viſited by the Ordinary, he found him 
at ſeveral times, in ſeveral different diſpoſitions, 
fometimes very calm and eaſy, willing to hear 
of his faults, and to receive good advice with 
patience, and ſubmit to his ſentence with reſig- 
nation; and at other times very much diſturbed 
in his ſpirits, exprefling a great deal of anger 
and uneafinels, reflefting much on his relations, 
juppoling they might, if they would, have ſaved 
his life; and being in this {ad perplexity and 
fretting humour, ſaid, he had a thouſand 
thoughts at once flowing into his mind. 

He gave this account of himſelf : that he was 
thirty- nin e years of age, born at Cateſby, near 
Daventry, in Northamptonſhire, came ot a good 
and honourable family, and had his education in 
Wadham College in Oxford, and eſewhere, 
ſuitable to his birth, but did not make a right 
uſe of it; for falling into bad company, and be- 
ing too converſant with men of errcneous and 
dangerous principles, who ridiculed all religions, 
denying the immortality of the ſoul, and even 
our Lord Jefus Chriſt, and looking upon his 
goſpel, and indeed the whole book of ſcriptures, 
as an idle romance, he was thereby ſoon ſeduced - 
to all manner of debauchery and ſenſuality ; and 
by theſe vicious and irregular ways of living, ſo 
diſpleaſing to God, ſo ſcandalous to the Chriſtian 
Religion, which he outwardly profeſled ; and fo 
hurttul to the world in general, and to his own 
ſoul in particular, he waſted his ſubſtance, dulled 
his ſpirits, weakened his faculties, and at laſt 
brought himſelf into ſuch a melancholy ſtate and 
diſcompoſure of mind, that a little before he 
committed the murder, he was reſolved to kill 
ſomebody or other, and make his eſcape out of 

the 
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the Fleet, where he was a priſoner for debt; or 
if he could not effect that, to lay violent hands 
upon himſelf, as being weary of his life. 

But after his condemnation, being come to a 
more fober temper, and a ſenſe of his miſerable 
condition, he o ned his ſins were very great and 
heinous, and particularly in murdering a perſon 
that gave him no provocation; ſaying, that he 
heartily repented, and prayed God to forgive 
him, for Chriſt's ſake; in removing the guilt 
from his ſoul which he had thereby — ver 
and in giving him grace that in this world he 
might make a good end, and in the next enjoy 
that felicity which is to have no end. 

He would often ſay, that he was very willing 
and ready to die, and that if life or death were 
put to his choice, he would chuſe to embtace 
the latter; for he could have no proſpect that 
the miſeries he had undergone for twenty years 
paſt, would have an end but with his life; and 
therefore (ſaving the ſhame of his untimely 
death) it rejoiced his heart to ſee himſelf ſo near 
his diſſolution; adding, that though he had not 
nor could ever have a clear idea of the ſtate to 
come ; yet, as he heartily repented of all his 
ſins (and that in particular for which he was to 
die) and reſigned himſelf to God's will and 
pleaſure, ſo he hoped to receive pardon and ſal- 
vation through Chriſt's merits. 

The morning before his execution, he or- 
dered a fowl to be got ready for his breakfaſt, 
Which he eat up with a very good appetite, and 
drank with it a pint of drink ; and this being 
done, he went to the place of execution in 2 
very compoſed Frame, 

| When 
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When he came there, he made no other 
ſpeech to the ſpectators but this, That the 
« ſmall pox, which he had twenty years before, 
tc had left ſuch an infirmity in his head, that 
« he never was perfectly well ;” he defited the 
prayers of all the — for his departing 
ſoul; and then applied himſelf to private prayer, 
atter the performance of the ſervice uſual on ſuch 
occaſions. | 
He was executed at Tyburn, the 20th of May, 
1715. 
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The Trial of Joan Bice, for altering Bank 


Notes. 


OHN BIGG, of St. Mildred in the Poultry, 

was indicted at the Old Bailey, June 2, 
1715, upon two indictments, the one for eraſing, 
the other for altering an indorſement upon a 
dank bill, on the firſt of March preceding. 

The evidence depoſed, that a bill of a hun- 
dred pound payable to Mr. John White, or 
bearer, was drawn and ſigned by Mr. Joſeph 
Adam, for the governor and Bank of England, 
on the 19th of February 1715, and that the 
twenty-ſecond of the faid month, ninety pound - 
was paid, and indorſed on the ſaid bill in ſuch 
manner as is uſual; and that on the firſt of 
March following, the ſame bill was brought to 
the Bank again, with the indorſement taken off, 
and twenty-five pounds paid more, and indoi fed 
as the former; that the officers of the bank, 
finding ſome bills over- paid (among which was 


that 


ee 
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that mentioned :..,. indictment) were at a loſs 
to find out y waai means, till one Collins 
made inc following diſcovery : that the priſoner 
tolu him, if he had not too ſcrupulous a conſci- 
ence, he could put him in a way to get vaſt 
ſums of money; which he ſeeming to hearken 
to, the priſoner told him what it was to do, and 
ſhewed him, that by applying a certain liquor 
to the red ink, the letters diſappeared.. 

Collins having by this means got ſufficiently 
into the ſecret, acquainted the governors of 
the bank with it; whereupon a warrant was 
taken out, and the priſoner's houſe ſearched, 
where the very bill mentioned in the indictment, 
and others, were found, and alſo an account in 
writing of ſeveral bills, their nnmbers, and ſums 


received on them. 8 


Another witneſs was one Mars, who depoſed, 
that the priſoner propoſed to him, that he 
might get 10,000). if he would be concerned; 
and that he did engage in it, ſaw the priſoner 
make the experiment, and received. money at 
the bank for him, for which he was to have 
a third part of the profit. 00 

The priſoner did not deny the fact; but hav- 


ing Council allowed him, they argued, that 


Mr. Adam was not a ſervant qualified to make 
out thoſe bills, unleſs authoriſed by the Corpo» 
ration-Seal: that writing with red ink on the 
inſide of the bill cannot be called an indorſe- 
ment ; nor, if that were an indorſement, can 
the fact be called, eraſing or altering. 

To this the King's Council anſwered, and 
the priſoner's replied : whereupon the Court ob- 
ſerved, that Mr. Adam was a ſervant qualified 


to make out thoſe bills for the Governor 2 
the 
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Company of the Bank of England: but the o- 
ou two articles were referred to a ſpecial ver- 
ict, | 
The Judges on this occaſion, being aſſembled 
at Serjeant's-inn Hall, in Fleet-ſtreet, were at- 
ET by Council on both ſides, where the 
point of law was folemnly argued ; and after 
conſideration thereof, the Judges were of opi- 
nion that the priſoner was guilty of felony 
within the meaning of the ſtatute; and accord- 
ingly he was brought to the bar, and receive4 
ſentence of death, December, 1716, but after- 
wards obtained a reprieve, and pleaded to his 

pardon, 


SEES 


The Trial of Thomas CorTon, and 
CnaARLES WARREN, for @ Riot. 


| WARREN, were indicted, for that they, 
with ſeveral others, did aſſault, in a riotous and 
tumultuous manner, Joſeph Bell, and ſeveral 
others, on the 28th of May laſt, about eleven 
o'clock at night. 

The Council for the King opened the charge, 
and ſupported it with the following evidence. 

The firit ſwore, that on the night aforeſaid, 
he was at the Fountain Tavern in Stocks 
Market; that a bonfire being at the door, he, 
with ſome more gentlemen, went down to it, to 
drink King George's health; that a mob came 
down, and abuſed ſeveral that drank it, crying 
out, Ormond, High Church, &c. 
B b Another 


HOMAS COTTON, and CHARLES 


278 Trial of Tromas Corrox, Sc. 


Another evidence depoſed the ſame, and 
named ſome particular injuries, viz. one gentle- 
man had his jaw- bone broke, another his arm, 
and another received a very deſperate wound in 
his head, with a great many other inſufferable 
affronts and abufes, which he thought too odi- 
ous to mention; but that Mr. 5 
had received a great contuſion, and was very 
bloody. 

Another evidence depoſed, he heard the ſame 
cry ; that they hiſſed the King's health, threw 
firebrands into the houſe, and almoſt murdered 
ſeveral who were about the bonfire. | 

One Mr. Bucknall depoſed, he took Charles 
Warren out of the mob with a ſtick, after the 
lanthorn which hung over the tavern door, w 
broke to pieces. 

Mr. Rogers the conſtable, alſo ſwore, that 
being at the bonfire to keep peace and order, a 
man ſaid to him, have a care of yourſelves, for 
there are ſome here will be about your houſe 
by and by: upon which he went home to put on 
his cap and gown; which he had ſcarce done, 
but down came the mob, and the firſt man he 
laid his, hand on, that was among them, was 


Cotton, who had a pole in his hand a foot 


longer than his own ſtaff, and made rough and 
ſhagged at the end, fit for deſperate attempts, 
hallooing, and crying out High Church ; and 
having ſecured him, he made what haſte he 
could to the Royal Exchange to defire the com- 
manding Officer to aſſiſt him with a detachment 
of the bands 


Mr. Atkins ſwore, that being at the place a- . 


boveſaid, and drinking King George's health, a 
man that ſtood by him hiſſed at it aloud, and 
| drinking 


% 
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drinking it again, ke ſpit in his face, and ſaid, 
« D----n you, drink the King's, the King's; 
he replied, ** ſo Ido; pray what do you mean?“ 
Mean (ſaid he) I mean 8 and immedi- 
ately retired to the mob. 

Warren brought ſome to his reputation, who 
ſaid he was a civil lad, and that Stocks-inarket 
vas his way home from the place he was ſent 
to, | 

Cotton alſo brought the maſter he ſerved his 
time with, who ſpoke well of him ; but as they 
could fay nothing to the behaviour they were 
charged with in this riot, the Jury found them 
both guilty, and the Cour fined Thomas Cot- 
7 twenty Marks, and Charles Warren, 

teen, 


/ 
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The Trial of Henny Howar, fer a 
Hi:bway Robbery ; with his own Account 
of himpelf. 


'ENRY HOWARD, otherwiſe Powell, of 

South Mimms, was indicted for an aſſault 
on the perſon of Sarah Maddocks, and taking 
from her two ſhillings and fix-pence, the 25th 
of October 1715. 

The proſecutrix depoſed, that between Bar- 
net and Kicks- end, the priſoner met her ſiſter, 
and ſaid to her, how do you do? give me your 
money,“ She ſaid, ſhe had none; the priſoner 
replied, „ D----n you, I will have money, or 
* Elſe I will ſhoot you. Upon which ſhe of- 
tered him ſome farthings, which he daſhed out 

| | of 
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of her hand, and, ſaid. D----n you, I want 
gold and filyer, and gold and filver I will 
4 have;” and then came to her (this witneſs) 
and ſaid. D---n you, muſt I wait here all 
night! give me your money.” She told him 
ſhe had but half a crown: © Give it me 
& quickly,” ſaid he; and put his hand into her 
pocket, and took the money. 

They aftewards deſcribed the priſoner to ſome 
perſons, who purſued and took him. 

The priſoner denied the fact; but the evidence 
teing poſitive, the Jury found him guilty, and 
he received ſentence of death. 

Before his execution, he gave the Ordinary 
the paper following, _ 

I Henry Howard, otherwiſe Powell, which 
laſt is my right name, was condemned for a rob- 
bery on the highway, on Barnet-common, on 
the Body of Sarah Maddocks, and taking from 
ber two ſhillings and fix-pence in money. I was 
born the 5th of Auguſt, 1691, in the liberty of 
the city of London, of very honeſt and reputa- 
ble parents, whoſe care and induſtry in my edu- 
cation was ſufficient to qualify me for any buſi- 
neſs whatſoever, and, with the grace of God, 
to prevent this ignominious death. 

At nine years of age I was put to Merchant 
Taylors School, under Mr. Pickering, and in 
two years time was removed under Mr. Parſels, 
from whence (in a ſhort time) I was removed 
to the care of the learned Mr. Shorter, and at- 
tained at twelve years of age to ſuch a know- 
ledge of the Gieek and Latin tongues, as none 
could exceed me, Being about that time taken 
from Latin, I was put to writing and arithme- 
tic, in which I improved myſelf very much 
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and being qualified for any trade whatſoever, 
none (to my misfortune) was approved of but a 
Surgeon, and accordingly was bound at Surge- 
on's Hall to a very eminent and ingenious man, 
who profeſſed both Pharmacy and Surgery ; and 
(though I ſpeak it to my ſhame) one who by his 
exemplary piety and virtue, might have ingraft- 
ed good principles into the heart of any one leſs 
obdurate than mine, and how many thouſand 
times have I repented within myſelf, for ſlight- 
ing his wholeſome admonitions ; and once J re- 
member, in a prophetic way, I believe, he told 
me this untimely death was my predeſtinated 
fortune, unleſs I reformed. But father and mo- 
ther dying in a little time after I was bound, ex- 
poſed me to ſeveral wants, that I proteſt, the 
remainder of my apprenticeſhip, while my maſ- 
ter lived, was tedious to me : but however, it 
pleaſed God to take my maſter to himſelf before 
[ had ſerved fix years; and my miſtreſs leaving 
off the buſineſs, I was expoſed to all the incon- 
veniencies and frowns of fortune, and, as it 
were, deſtitute, being then but eighteen years 
of age; but however, Almighty God was ſo 
gracious to me, as to prevent my falling into 
bad company, though reduced to want: but go- 
ing one day to viſit a kinſwoman of mine, ſhe 
fancying a ring which I had, was willing to ex- 
change it for hers ; but afterwards it not prov- 
ing according to her expectations, contrived, 
and took me out of my bed; and J not being 
permitted to beg pardon, or make any apology 
for myſelf, was ſent into Flanders fer a foot- 
ſoldier, which was undoubtedly the ruin of me, 
for not having frequented vicious company be- 
fore, I fulfilled the ſaying of St, Paul, “ Evil 
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4 communication corrupts good manners,” I 
continued in that ſtation almoſt three years, tho 
J made two attempts to regain my native coun- 
try again, but was retaken, and narrowly eſcaped 
a ſevere puniſhment ; and conſidering the mercy 
and providence of God in my deliverance, I was 
reſolved to content myſelf in the circumſtances 
I was in, and got acquainted with ſeveral of the 
Clergy, who took great delight in my conver- 
fation, having the Latin tongue as fluent as 
native; and though no means was neglected for 
my converſion to their faith, Almighty God 
opened the eyes of my underſtanding, to diſco- 
ver their infinuations, confute their arguments, 
and contemn their ſuperſtitious idolatry ; their 
purgatory, invocation of Saints, and the doc- 
trine of tranſubſtantiation, were the main obſta- 
cles of my converſion. Would time permit me, I 
would expound the arguments they made uſe of 
to prove the verity of them, but it being the day 
before my death, and having a great taſk to per- 
form, and but a little time to perform it in, I 
hope you will excuſe me; and therefore I will 
Proceed to give you an account of my eſcape 
from thence. 
Although I narrowly eſcaped twice before, 
yet beginning to grow uneaſy again, I was re- 
ſolved to have the other trial, and accordingly 
on June the 7th, 17125 with ſeven more, [ 
made my way to Holland, from whence, in a 
ſhort time, by the aſſiſtance of an honeſt maſ- 
ter, bound for Burlington in Yorkſhire, I re- 
gained my native country, and in nine days at- 
ter my deſertion from Newport, I came to fair 
Auguſta, Albion's metropolis, 


Finding 
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Findi thing turned upſide down, and 
not a en left — would ſerve me, I began 
to reflect, and repent within myſelf for leaving 
my military function, being reduced to that 
want, that I muſt either beg or teal ; the for- 
mer I deſpiſed as deſpicable, the latter I dreaded 
as deſtructive to my ſoul and body; and therefore 
I applied myſelf to a ſervile em nt by the 
water-ſide; and I wiſh to God I had continued 
in that ſtation: but getting acquainted with an 
idle fellow, I was ſeduceed to the commiſſion of 
the fact for which he died; and God Almighty, 
who knew the innocence of my heart at that 
time, was merciful to me, that (by his fatal ex- 
ample) I might reform my life and converſation, 
which God Almighty to promote, ſent me a 
loving, tender, and endearing wife as ever man 
enjoyed; who endeavoured (by her actions and 
5 to convince me, that the wicked 
courſe I took, would be my inevitable ruin; 
and to do her juſtice, as I am a dying man, had 
I been ruled by her, I had never came to this 
untimely end: and there is no tranſitory pleaſure 
that with regret I leave, but her dear company : 
my heart melts within me at the thoughts of 
her, and if ever love was reciprocally joined, it 
was between us; and therefore I humbly beg of 
every body that they would caſt no reflections 
upon her; and to vindicate her from any con- 
tederacy with me, I kept her ignorant of my 
way of living for a long time, till my coming 
into trouble acquainted her with it. And al- 
though I think a confeſſion to Almighty God is 
a ſufficient acknowledgment in this world, I am 
obliged (for vindication of her) to acquaint Mr. 
Fletcher, that his waggon was robbed by = 
e 
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ſelf and Thomas Edwards, at Seven-oaks in the 
county of Kent; and I never fold any but to 
Mr. Keys, except one dozen of handkerchiefs to 
another perſon, whoſe name JI omit, though he 
does not deſerve it at my hands. And as for 
other matters, as it is not in my power to re- 
taliate thoſe perſons I have wronged, I think it 
needleſs to bring other men into trouble, who 
have been either confederates or receivers: but 
this caution I will give to all country waggoners, 
to take particular care of their waggons in the 
Inn-yards at night. As to the fact I die for, I 
acknowledge it juſt; but being in liquor, was 
ſeduced by that villain Edwards, or I had pre- 
vented this misfortune. | 
I account this ignominious death as a juſt 
judgement for my fins againſt the divine majeſty, 
and my neighbours ; and therefore patiently re- 
ſign myſelf to his bleſſed will, and hope (with 
true repentance, and a ſtedfaſt faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus) he will ſeal my pardon in Heaven before 
o hence, and be no more ſeen ; and I bleſs God, 
have had more conſolation under my condem- 
nation, than ever I had this many years; and I 
hope that thoſe who ſurvive me, will take war- 
ning by my fatal end. £1 

I have this comfort, that no man can accuſe 
me of — them to the commiſſion of ſuch 
facts; eſpecially one perſon who hath accuſed 
me of it ſince my . but for the 
value I have for him, 1 will omit his name, 
and deſire him to take warning by me; being 
reſolved within myſelf, that if God had prolong- 
ed my days, I would relinquiſh all ſuch courſes. 
This is a true account of my life paſt, Decem- 
ber 22, 1715. Witneſs my hand Br 
HEN, POWELL. 


— 
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The Trial and Convition of James Goon 
Max, for Horſe-ſtealing ; with his reſolute 
and deſperate Behaviour. 


AMES GOODMAN, otherwiſe FOOT= 
MAN, of Stepney, was indicted at the Old 
Bailey, January 13, 75 5-16, together with 
one * Stephens, for ſtealing a bay Gelding, 
value eight pound, the property of Philip White, 
on the 5 of December preceding. | 
Mr. White depoſed, that on the gth of Octo- 
ber, between Stratford and Ilford, he was met 
by three highwaymen on horſeback, one of 
them he believed was the priſoner, who took 
from him his horſe, ſpurs, and 1s in money. 
After this, on the 17th of December, he met 
the priſoner upon his horſe at Bow, in Middle- 
ſex, and Stephens with him. Upon which he 
ſent his ſervant to the priſoner to demand his 
horſe, which he doing, they clapt ſpurs to their 
horſes, and rode away: but they perſued him, 
and Goodman flaſhed a piſtol at Mr, White, but 
it did not go off; and, then they quitted their 
horſes, not being able to leap the ditch, and 
took to a field; whereupon he gave his ſervant 
a ſmall gun, and ordered him to perſue them. 
The priſoner fired twice at his ſervant, but miſſed 
him, he keeping a little out of the way, being 
cautious of firing at the highwaymen, Upon 
this, one of them ſaid, ** D- nit, we'll kill or 
© be killed; we won't be taken a live; let's 
turn upon them and fire, our lives are as good 
* as theirs.” Upon this his ſervant diſcharged 
his gun, which was loaded with pebble ſtones, 
| and 
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and hit the priſoner behind the head, who im- 
mediately fell down, and was taken. 

Another perſon, named White, coming by, 
leaped the ditch, and purſued with his hanger 
drawn: Stephens, ſeeing himſelf hard put to 
it, preſented two piſtols at him, who thereupon 
bid him fire; but told him, if he miſſed, he 
would cleave his ſkull : whereupon, ſeeing his 
companion already taken, he dropt his viſtols, 
and ſurrendered. They had two muſketoons, ' 
and a ſcrew-piſto] of a very particular make, a 
very unfair one, being loaded with three bullets, 
and the other with two each. 12 

The priſoner, upon his trial, ſaid, the horſe 
was lent him; and, to prove it, called two per- 
ſons, one of whom ſwore, four men came in 
November laſt to his inn, where they put up 
their horſes ; and the horſe claimed by the pro- 
ſecutor, was lame by a cut on the knee, and 
one Smith came to him, and defired a farrier 
might be ſent for to cure him, and then they all 
. went away, and left him for that purpoſe ; and 
being cured, Smith's brother came and paid for 
it, and had an order to deliver the ſame to the 
priſoner. This was confirmed by the farrier, 
who received the money for his cure. But the 
Court believing his witneſſes were his accom- 
plices, found him guilty of the indictment. 

This deſperado being convicted, was put in 
the Bail-dock, that being thought the ſafeſt 
E ſince the murder of Mr. Spurling in the 

old; but about ſeven o'clock on Saturday 
night before he received ſentence, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of fome other criminals in the ſame place, 
he threw himſelf over the ſpikes into the further 
paſſage, though with his fetters on, and ** 
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his eſcape. But about a month after, coming 
to an alehouſe in Holbourn, in order to treat 
with a lawyer, to commence a ſuit againſt a 
carrier (to whom, before his conviction, he had 
given ſome money to carry down to a woman 
he called his wife, in the country ; which he, 
hearing he was condemned, did not deliver, but 
probably thought to convert it to his own uſe) 
ſome perfons 8 know him, immediately 
gave notice to the keepers of Newgate, who 
went and apprehended him, though he made a 
very reſolute and deſperate reſiſtance ; and the 
next ſeſſions, being called down to his former 
judgment, ſentence of death was paſſed on him, 

and he was executed, | 
He gave the Ordinary this account of him- 
felf: That he was jog 02-94 years of age, born 
at Little Harwood, in Buckinghamfhire, of ho- 
neſt and religious parents, who gave him a vir- 
tuous education ; that he was put apprentice to 
a Carpenter in Aileſbury, with whom he ſerved 
ſeyen years; and, not long after his time was 
out, he, with two more young men, went out 
one day in a frolick to hunt a deer, ſaying, they 
would have a veniſon paſty, and be merry ; but 
one of them made himſelf an evidence againſt 
him and the other : they were apprehended, and 
not being able to pay 3ol a-piece, the uſual fine 
in ſuch caſes, they were both committed to 
Aileſbury goal for a year and a day; during 
which time he worked at his trade, and when 
he ce me out, married about two years after, 
being in good buſineſs and reputation for about 
nine years, But at Jaſt, falling into bad com- 
pany, he neglected his lawful employment, be- 
came very looſe, and ſo brought his wife and 
| children 
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children to ruin. He owned the fact, and that 
for ten months he had been engaged in that 
courſe of life; and had committed many rob- 
beries, though not very conſiderable; but beg- 
$ed pardon of God, and thoſe he had wronged, 
" He was executed at Tyburn the 12th: of 
March 1715-16, 
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The impatient Behaviour, and prevaricating 
Confeſſion of Parſon Paul, convified of 
High Treaſon. | 


Wa PAUL was the ſon of John 
Paul, of Little Aſhby, near Lutter- 
worth, in the county of Leiceſter, eommenced 
Batchelor of arts in St. John's College in Cam- 
bridge in 1702, was Curate of Carlton Curlien, 
near Harborough, in Leiceſterſhire ; and at the 
fame time Chaplain to Sir Geoffry Palmer; 
from thence he went to Tamworth in Staf— 
fordſhire, and was Curate and Uſher to the Free 
School there. He went from thence -to Nun 
Eaton in Warwickſhire, . and was Curate to 
Mr. Foxcroft ; from thence he removed, being 
reſented to the Vicarage of Orton on the Hill, 
Leiceſterſbire, by the then biſhop of Oxford. 
He was inſtituted into this Vicarage by the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, May 5, 1709; to 
qualify himſelf for which, he took the ufual 
oaths to Queen Anne, and abjured the Pre- 
tender... . | 
He went down with Gaſcoign, and ſome 


others he would not name, to meet the Rebels 
at 
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at Preſton, was ſeized on the way by one Major 
Bradſhaw, and Mr. Matthews a Clergyman, 
and ſet at liberty again by one Col, Noel, a 
Juſtice of the Peace in that country ; but went 
afterwards to Preſton, read prayers to the rebels 
three days together, and prayed for the Pre- 
tender, in the pariſh church, by the name of 
King James. But juſt before King George's 
troops inveſted the town, he made the beſſiof 
his way out; and = calling in his own coun- 
try, by the way, he came to London; and b{- 
ing diſguiſed in coloured cloaths, laced hat, 
long wig, and a ſword by his fide, he was, acci- 
dentally met near Montague-houſe, by Thomas 
Bird, Ele. Juſtice of the Peace for the county 
of Leiceſter, who knew him, and took him pri- 
-— December 12, 1715, and he was carried 
o the Duke of Devonſhire's, then before the Se- 
cretary of State, who, after a ſhort examination, 
without any confeſſion, firſt committed him to 
the cuſtody of a Meſſenger, and about fourtcen 
days after, ſent him to Newgate ; and on the 
31it of May he was arraigned at Weſtminſter, 
and pleaded Not Nuilty to his inditment ; and 
being returned to Newgate, he ſent the follo - 


ing letter to a friend: 


Goop SIR, 


„F time will permit, I defire your company 
* for one minute, upon the receipt of this: 
* and you will for ever oblige, 


Yours, W. P. 
Vor. I. Co Upon 


- 


* 
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Upon his friend's coming to Newgate, Mr. 
Paul ſaid, What muſt I do? I am this day 
D arraigned, and pleaded Not Guilty; but that 
< 15 little to the purpoſe ;” and then continued, 
with tears in his eyes, there is too much will 
<< be proved againſt me.” To which his friend 
replied, ** If this be true, and you are already, 
condemned in your own conſcience, to what 
*« purpoſe. do you ſtand your trial? you, haye 
< ſufficiently provoked the government already, 
*4 and will exaſperate it more, by denying that, 
* which, by your own confeſſion, will be. 
ce proved againſt you. But, however, do as 
„you pleaſe, I will perſuade you to nothing: 
ci but in my opinion, the beſt way is to confeſs 
« your fault, alk pardon, and throw yourſelf 
% upon the King's mercy.” Upon which be 
ſaid, his Council adviſed him the ſame, and he 
was fully reſolved to follow their advice, being 
very unwilling to be hanged, if he could poſſi- 
bly avoid it. . 
And accordingly the two following petitions 
were drawn up, and heartily approved by him, 


which he reſolved to preſent. 


75 the Right Hon. Sir Peter King, Lord Chief 
Juſtice, &c. The humble Petition of William 
Paul, Cler#, 


Sheweth, | 
HAT your petitioner, through the grace 
of God, having a deeper infight into, and 
a more lively ſenſe of the crimes, and offences 
by him committed, coth now at laſt deteſt and 
abhor (from the bottom of his ſoul) the late un- 
natural rebellion, begs pardon of God, King 
0 George, 
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George, and his native country, againſt all 
he has highly offended, ſincerely repents, de- 
clares his unfeigned and hearty ſorrow, in hav- 
ing been inſtrumental towards encouraging and 
1 the ſame. He owns himſelf to be 
highly culpable in pleading not guilty at his ar- 
raignment; prays leave to retract that plea ; ac- 
rnowledges the indictment preferred againſt him 
to be juit and true; implores and hopes your 
Lordſhip, from your innate goodneſs and Chriſtian 
charity, will be pleafed to recommend him to 
his moſt ſacred Majeſty, as a ſincere penitent, 
and, though unworthy, an object of mercy, 
which, as'in duty bound, your petitioner ſhall 
ever pray, &c. 


To his moſt Sacred Majeſty, George, by the Grace 

7 God, King 1 Go Britain, France, and 

eland, &c. The humble Petition of William 
Paul, Clerk, 


Sheweth, 


H A T your petitioner, now a priſoner in 
Newgate, for the late unnatural rebellion 
againſt your Majeſty, the Church and nation 
by all which he owns to have highly offended 
and therefore in all ſubmiſſion proſtrates himſelf 
at your ſacred feet, begs for mercy, promiſes 
and vows all loyalty and obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty's perſon and government for time to come; 
and that no feditious humour ſhall ſtir or 'move 
him from his duty ; and therefore humbly hopes | 
his Majeſty's piety and goodneſs will pardon 
paſt offences, and crimes by him committed, | 
and accept his ſincere and hearty repentance, | 


And | 


x 
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And from the true affection of his heart (2 
in duty bound) ſhall be poured out daily and de- 
vout prayers to the God cf Heaven, ſor you 
Majeſty's long life, happy reign, proſperous eſ- 
tate, and royal poſterity, in this world, and for 
ever and ever. 

He alſo wrote ſeveral letters and petitions, 
ſome of which are theſe that follow : 


His Letter to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
May it fleafe your Grace, 


T my trial I thought I had a very good 
1 plea, but was adviſed by the Lawyers, as 
the ſureſt way to obtain mercy, to plead Guilty, 
upon which I threw myſelf wholly upon the 
King's mercy; What confeſſion the Court 
would hover me I cannot tell; I am fure 
ycur Grace would not have me, for the world, 
fpe:k more than I know. I declare before Al- 
mighty God, upon the word of a Clergyman, 
I never brought any letter out of Preſton, 
or went to any one pentleman, or ſpoke 
the leaſt thing that tended that way; 
viz. to rebellion, but came into my 
own country as faſt as I could, and then 
to London, where I was ſeized and ſent to 
Newgate, 

I humbly deſire your Grace once more to 
believe me, and to uſe your utmoſt endea- 
vours to fave a poor Clergyman's life. If it 
will not be granted to ſpend the remainder. 
of it in England, I beg you would be pleaſed 
to ſend me to the plantations, or any where ra- 


ther than Tyburn. I humbly defire your Grace 
to 
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Fer High Freaſon. "oy 
to conſider a poor afflited ſervant, and take him 
from this naſty priſon. 


Jam, 
My Lox, 
Your LorDsniP's 
Moft Humble, 
and moſt Obedient Servant, 
WILLIAM PAUL. 


My Lord, I never did, fince I was in New- 
gate, pray for the Pretender by any name or 
title, | 


Another to the ſame. 


My Los, 


BEG pardon for troubling your Grace, but 
preſuming upon your goodneſs, once again 
humbly to defire you to intercede with his 
Royal Highneſs for mercy : the dead warrant is 
come down for execution on Friday next. 
What ill ſteps I have made in life paſt, I hope 


Almighty God will forgive me; but the things 


that are laid to my charge, viz. preaching up 
rebellion, adviſing my pariſhioners to take u 

arms, and .that 5 ſeveral ſeditious ſer- 
mons ; all which are falſe upon the word of a 
Clergyman; as I have a certificate to prove for 
hx years the time of being at Orton, handed by 
moſt of the pariſh : another thing is objected 
?2Ainſt, me thatT was concerned in ſeveral conful- 
Cc 3 tations, 
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tations, but I am innocent and ignorant, I call, 
God to witneſs, of any deſign. that was formed 
in any part of the kingdom aginff the govern- 
ment; and if ever I knew of any meeting, but 
where I was unfortunately at Preſton, or conſul- 
tation, or ever aſked or adviſed any perſon to 
rife in rebellion, let me ſuffer. 

I defire your Grace wilt endeavour to ſave me 
this time from that ignominious death, the hal- 
ter, and diſpoſe of me in what part your Lord- 
ſhip pleaſeth. 

If nothing can be done, I humbly defire your 
Lorſhip's bleſſing and prayers for patience and 
courage in this ſevere time of trial. 
For God's fake, my Lord, do what lies in 
our power to fave the life of a poor afflicted 
lergyman; the remaining = which ſhall 
be ſpent in prayers for your Grace, and all that 
- endeavoured to bring me out of theſe great 
troubles. | 


I am, 
1 75 Ay Lonrn, 
Tour LorpsniP's. 
Moſt Humble, 
and moſt Obedient Servant, 


m W. PAUL, 
Jay g | 


The 


— YN” 


j 


he obe . was e * An, Paul, 10 
4 Townlend, the Ni 20. — his Execu- 
tow... | 


A Lon 


R. Patten was ſo. kind 2 pom make n me 2 
viſit in my Fr an and deſired me if I 
new any thing relating to the government to 
declare it. My- Lord, I fotemaly declare, I call 
God to witnels, I carried no — from Preſton, 
though I toll Mr. Patten. ſo, which was only a 
teins. 4, might go off: and if Mr. Patten 
do me. juſtice, he can tell your Lordſhip 
— uneaſy LS when 1 4 my raſh- 
neſs, My Lord, I depend ſolely — yeur 
p's goodneſs, in this my miſerable con- 
dition, I wiſh, my Lord, I could have my life 
faved, that 1 might thew to the world —— 
heartily I am ſorry for all my paft errors, and 
no man ſhall demonſtrate it more than. 


14 Loan, 
Your Loknshir's 
Nat Humble, 
and moſt Obedient Servant,« 
WILLIAM PAUL. 


My Lord, Mr. Patten faith, it is an aggrava- 
tion bs my crime, that I prayed i in expreſs terms, 
in Newgate for the Pretender, by the name ot 


King James; I declare I never aid. J once 


more 


% 
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more crave your Lordſhip's kind aſſiſtance to 
procure me my life. L Nen x 


A Letter from My. Paul ts his Kinfwoman, 
My Dear Nanny, Newgate, July 3, 1516. 


We: I all along feared is come upon 
me, and that habit, which, after my 
commitment, I was in hopes would have been 
my protection, from a public execution, has, I 
am apt to think, rather haſtened, than put it 
backward ; fince I am among the number of 
thoſe who are to ſuffer next Friday, in the dead 
warrant, and have' little hopes of a reprieve, 
is extremely mag + to me. I muſt beg you 
to come to me at the receipt of this, that we 
may concert meaſures together, if it be poſſible, 


promiſe any thing, that he ſhall think fit, in my 
name ; and that his Royal Highneſs the Prince, 
and his Council, ſhall have no cauſe to repent 
of their mercy to me, if they ſhall be pleaſed 
to extend it to ſo miſerable an object as I am, 
Who take ſhame to myſelf in being any way 
concerned in evil practices againſt the govern- 
ment, Which I ſhall, for the future, pay the us 
| mo 
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moſt obedience to, without any manner of re- 

ſerve. | 

Let him do this, or any other thing that ſhall 
be judged conſiſtent with my eſcape from the 
hands of the common hangman, which I can- 
not think of, without the utmoſt diſtraction and 
confuſion. Oh ! that I had never ſeen that un- 
for: uiiate town of Preſton ; that I had never 
left my pariſhioners at Orton for vain and empty 
chimeras | Oh!] that I had never pleaded Guilty, 

and had as little followed the perſuaſions of my 
Council ſo to do, as I did the dictates to right 
reaſon, when I embarked in fo unpromiſing an 
undertaking. Conjure him, I conjure you, in- 
ſtantly to let my Lord of L. know, that it will 
be a ſcandal to the gown, a reproach to the 
Church, to hang a Clergyman, and let there 
not be a Courtier left untold, that I will come 
to any terms to ſave my life. | 

I can ſay no more for the apprehenſions of 

approaching death, but that I am, 


Dear NANNx, 
Your moſt Aſfectionate 
W. PAUL; 


Another to a Clergyman. 
Rev. Sir, 3 


T7 is as grievous to me, as to lie under the 
ſentence of death, to think myſelf ſuſpected 
by any of my brethren the Clergy. What 
grounds have been given by me for any ſuch - 


unge; 


* 


298 Trial o WiIz IAM Pavr, 


ungenerous calumnies, I know not: but by 
yours to your brother, wherein I ſeemed to be 
charged with giving information.above, concern- 
ing you and other neighbouring divines, wherein 
I beg you to take from the words. of a dyin 
man, who has but very little . proſpe& of life, | 
never ſo much as had it in my intentions; you 
perhaps may think that by reaſon of ſome diſ- 
courſe held amongſt us, the laſt time you, with 
others of the ſame cloth, met that I might 
think you as diſſatished with the preſent govern- 
ment, as myfelf; and that thereupon I have 
ſought to make my court to men in power, by 
ſuch diſcoveries. But reſt affured and tell your 
neighbour Mr. M. the ſame, that whatever low 
ſteps the fear of going out of the world in ſo 
ignominious a manner, as at the gallows, may 
make me take, I ſhall never ſtoop to ſo baſe an 
action as that of turning informer, eſpecially 
where there is no room to do it, and where 
gentlemen are to be concerned, whoſe good cha- 
r of me muſt be the only means of ſaving 
life. 2 
has much in relation to the letter your 
brother ſhewed me. Now I am to clear myſelf 
of a fault, wherewith J am told I am charged in 
the country, and that is, pleading Guilty. My 
council indeed adviſed me to do ſo, in hopes of 
mercy, and ſo did ſome great men in ſpiritual 
high places; which, however, I was determined 
not to do, had not I, when brought to my trial, 
perceived men in court that muſt infallibly have 
convicted me of being very active in my way, 
before and after our arrival at Preſton; which if 
I had given the witneſſes the trouble of proving, 
I — bad no chance for my life: —— 
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theſe Mr.---whom.. you know very well, and 
cauſed me to be taken up; and ſome others, 
prejudiced enough. againſt me on divers accounts. 
could have wiſhed; indeed, that my inexperi- 
ence in the affairs I left the country upon, might 
have withheld me from joining in ſo raſh an 
undertaking as the late riſing; but ſince what is 
peſt cannot be recalled, I muſt beg you, with: 
the reſt of the Clergy, to join in a teſtimonial 
concerning my behaviour, which I have cauſed 
to be ſent down into the country, in order to 
back a petition that is to be preſented to the 
King and Council, for ſparing my life; which, 
if it cannot be obtained, ſhall, during its con- 
tinuance, with my lateſt breath, be employed in 
praying for you and them. 


Tam, 
Rev. Sir, 
Your moſt afflited Brother, 
and faithful Servant, * 


Newgatt, + W. PAUL. 
June 14, 1716. * 


Letter to another Clergyman. 8 


Rev. Sir, 


UST before the receipt of yours, I have re- 
ceived orders to prepare for death, on Friday 
next, and muſt be very preſſing with you to 
ſpare no time in communicating what I told you 
of to her Grace the Dutcheſs, I am very un- 


willing 
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willing to {ike ſuch low ſteps, but the preſer- 
vation of lite is 1weet, and the thoughts of dyin 

by the common hangman are very bitter. 7 
had hopes of the interceſſion of ſeveral other 
great perſonages, but was deceived in thoſe ex- 
pectations, through the falſe deluſion of pretend- 
ed friends. And now finding nothing left for 
me to do, but to agree to what conditions ſhall 
be impoſed on me, no man ſhall be a more 
hearty well-wiſher to King George's intereſt, 
and a greater enemy to the Pretender's, than 
myſelf, provided my life can be ſpared, which 
it is very grievous for me to think of parting 
with at theſe years, and after the manner it is 
intended for me to loſe it. I ſaid at my trial, I 
had never taken the oaths to King George, but 
am ready to do it, or almoſt any thing dee on 
the ternis above mentioned; therefore for God's 
ſake acquit yourſelf with diſpatch, in favour of, 


um Rev. Sir, 
3 1 Your affected, 
| and Faithful Servant, 
| N.wgate, W. PAUL. 


The 
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ſhe Trial, Behaviour, and laft Speech of 
JusTice Hart, convicted of High Trea- 


ſon, 


 OHN HALL, Efq. was tried at the Court 

of Exchequer, Weſtminſter, May 16, 1716. 
The evidence ſet forth, that he joined the Re- 
bels ſoon after their meeting at Plainfield, and 
marched with them to Preſton, where he was 
taken: 

One evidence was very poſitive of ſeeing him 
at Rodberry, and that he was there with other 
of the Rebels. * 

' Mr. Patten depoſed, he ſaw him on horſe- 
back among the Rebels, near Wooller. 

The priſoner pleaded, that being a Juſtice of 
Peace, he had been at the Seſſions at Alnwyke, 
where he heard of the meeting at Plainfield; 
that he rode thence to a friend's houſe, where 
he ſtaid all night, and was going home next 
day, when, it being a tempeſtuous ſeaſon, as 
he was ſtooping on his horſes neck, with his 
head to the wind, on a ſudden he and his man 
were ſurrounded by the Rebels, and carried away 
by violence; nor had he any arms, or above 
78. 6d. in his pocket. His ſervant depoſed the 
ſame; and that his maſter was never at Rod- 
berry in the time that had been ſworn. But 
being croſs examined, he appeared very back- 
ward in anſwering ſuch queſtions as were aſked 
him by the King's Council; nor did it appear, 
even by his evidence, that his maſters horſes 
were confined, but that he looked after, and 
D d had 
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had the charge of them as-uſual,-and- his maſter 


rode them at his pleaſure. _ N 
Mr. Patten likewiſe depoſed, that he never 


ſaw any reſtraint laid on him, but that he was | 


as much at liberty as himſelf. 
He called ſome to prove that he expreſſed his 


diſſatisfaction at being forced along with the , 
Rebels; and ſaid, he had no diſaffection to'the | 


government, _ | | | 
But it was obſerved in the charge to'the jury, 


which was ſpoke to by the whole bench, that it 


was without doubt, if a man was ſeen among 
Rebels, though even if he had been forced thi- 
ther; and had opportunities (as it appeared the 
priſoner had frequent ones) to eſcape from them, 
and did not do it, but continued by his preſence, 
to abet and comfort them, yet it was treaſon 
within the law: that if that allegation of being 
forced away, was ſuffered to paſs, it would be 
next to impoſſible to come at evidence to prove 
them guilty, and that might paſs for force, 
which was indeed in effect only their own con- 
ſent and contrivance. F 
Upon hearing the whole matter, the Jury 
found him guilty; and being ſet to the bar, and 
aſked if he had any thing to ſay why judgement 
ſhould not paſs according to ; Pg he defired a 
ſmall time to be granted him, faying, he was 
tried ina ſtrange place, where he knew no body, 
ind by a new law which he did not underſtand; 
tut had he time, he had many witneſſes, who 
could prove that he was not diſaffected to the 
government, who would give him a good cha- 
1acter, But he was told, it was now too late, 
nd the court could not in juſtice. grant his 7 
9 WE 6 44/8 - > queſt 
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queſt, He then ſaid, God's will be done, and 


ſentence was pronounced on him. 

After ſentence of death, both Mr. Hall and 
Mr. Paul were viſited by a Nonjurant clergy- 
man, who had buoyed them up with the juſtneſs 
of their cauſe for which they were to die; that 
though Mr. Paul ſeemed impatient under the 
terrors of approaching death, till a little before 
execution, yet Mr. Hall behaved with great 
reſolution and acquieſcence with the diſpenſations 
of Providence; and though he ſpent moſt of the 
ready-money he was Sollefled of, in obtaining 
reprieves, yet he ſpent little time upon that 
affair, being ſenſible he fhould be marked out 
for an example, by reaſon of the commiſſion 
which he before held, and for this end had writ- 
ten his ſpeech ſome weeks before he ſuffered 
which it ſeems had reached the ears of the go- 
rernment, and probably haſtened his death; for 
it is ſaid, when a certain Lord was making in- 
tereſt in his favour, that requeſt had for anſwer, 
* by no means, my Lord; it were a pity Mr, 
Hall ſhould loſe the opportunity of leaving 
* ſuch a ſpeech behind him, as be gives ol 
* will rouze the ſpirit of the whole nation, to 
be of the ſame mind with him, and will be in- 
* ftrumental in bringing in the perſon whom 
* he calls his lawful Sovereign, King James 
* the third.“ Ar 

Accordingly, July 13, they were carried in 
{ledge to the place of execution; Mr. Paul in 
dis Canonical habit. 
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The Speech of William Paul, a Clergyman, 


Good People, 
FT AM juſt going to make my appearance in 

the other world, where I muſt give an ac- | 
count of all the actions of my palt life; and 
though I have endeavoured to make my peace 
with God, by ſincerely repenting of all my fins, | 
yet for as much as ſeveral of them were of a | 
public nature, I take it to be my duty to declare 
here, in the face of the world, my hearty ab- 
horrence and deteſtation of them, 3 

And firſt, I aſk pardon of God and the King, 

for having violated my loyalty, by taking moſt 
abominable oaths, in defence of uſurpation, | 
abainſt my lawful ſovereign King James the | 
third. . 
And as I aſk pardon of all whom I have in- 
jured or offended, fo I do eſpecially deſire for- 
giveneſs of all thoſe whom I have ſcancalized by | 
pleading guilty. I am ſenſible it is a baſe and 
diſhonourable action, that it is inconſiſtent with | 
my duty to the King, and an. entire ſurrender 
of my loyalty. Human frailty, and too great} 
a For of lite, together with the perſuaſion of 
ſeveral, who pretended to be my friends, were 
the occaſion of it. I truſt God of his infinite 
mercy has forgiven me, and I hope all good 
chriſtians will. 

You ſee, my countrymen, by my habit, that 
die a fon, though a very unworthy one, of the 
Church of England; but I would not have you 
think I am a member of the Schiſmatical Church, 
Whoſe Biſhops ſet themſelves up in oppoſition 


to thoſe orthodox fathers, wha were unlawfully 
and 
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and invalidly deprived by the Prince of Orange 
] declare that I renounce that communion, and 
that I die a dutiful and faithful member of the 
Nonjuring Church, which has kept itſelf free 
from rebellion and ſchiſm, and has preſerved 
and maintained true orthodox principles both 
as to church and ſtate: and I deſire the Clergy 
and all members of the Revolution Church, to 
conſider what bottom they ſtand upon, when 
their ſucceſſion is grounded upon an unlawful 
and invalid defrivation of Catholic Biſhops, the 


only foundation of which deprivation is a pre- 


tended act of parliament. 

Having aſked forgiveneſs for myſelf, I come 
now to forgive others. I pardon thofe who, un- 
der a notion of friendſhip, perſuaded me to 


plead guilty. I heartily forgive all my moſt in- 


veterate enemies, eſpecially the elector of Han- 
over, my Lord Townſend, and ethers, who 
have been inſtrumental in promoting my death. 
Father, forgive them! Lord Jeſus have mercy 


upon them! and lay not this fin to their charge. 


The next thing I have to do, Chriſtain friends, 


is, to exhort all to return to your duty. Re- 


member that King James the third is — only 


rightful ſovereign, by the laws of the land, and 
the conſtitution of the kingdom; and therefore, 
if you would perform the duty of juſtice to him 
which is due to all mankind, you are obliged, 
in conference, to do all you can to reſtore him 
to his crown: for it is his right; and no man in 
the world, befides himſelf, can claim a title to 
it. And as it is your duty to ſerve him, ſo it 


is your intereſt; for till he is reſtored, the na- 


tion can never be happy. Lou ſee what miſeries 
and calamities have befallen this nation by tne 
Revolution; and I believe you are now convinc- 

7 
ed, 
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ed, by. woeful experience, that ſwerving from 
' God's laws, 'and thereby putting yourſelves out 
of his protection, is not the way to ſecure you 
from thoſe evils and misfortunes you are a fad : 
of in this world. Before the revolution, you 
thought your religion, liberties, and properties 
in danger; and I pray you to confider, how you 
have preſerved them by rebelling : are they not 
ten times more precarious than ever? who can 
ſay he is certain of his life or eſtate, when he 
conſiders the proceedings of the prefent admini- | 
ftration? and as for your religion, is it not evi- | 
dent that the revolution, inſtead of Wenn out 
Popery, has let in Atheiſm? do not hereſies a- 
bound every day, and are not the teachers of 
falſe doctrine patroniſed by the great men in the 
government? this ſhews the kindneſs and af- | 
fection they have for the church; and to give 
you another inſtance of the reſpect and reverence 
they have for it, you are now going to ſee a 
prieſt of the Church of England murdered for 
doing his duty; for it is not me they ſtrike at ſo 
particularly, but it is through me they would 
wound the prieſthood, being a diſgrace upon 
the gown, and a ſcandal upon the ſacred func- 
tions. But they would do well to remember, 
that he who deſpiſes Chriſt's prieſts, deſpiſes 
Chriſt; and he who deſpiſes him, deſpiſes him 
that ſent him. 
And now beloved, if you have any regard to 
- your country, which lies bleeding ander theſe 
dreadful extremites, bring the King to his un- 
doubted right; that is the only way to be freed 
from theſe misfortunes, and to fecure all thoſe 
"rights and privileges which are in danger at. 
preſent. King James has promiſed to N 
| ond 
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and defend, the Church of England, he has 
given his royal word to conſent to ſuch laws 
which you yourſelf ſhall think neceſſary to be 
made for its preſervation. And his Majeſty is 
a prince of that .juſtice, virtue, and honour, 
that you have no reaſon to doubt of the perfor- 
mance of his royal promiſe. He ſtudies nothing 
ſo much as to make you all eaſy and happy, and 
whenever he comes to his kingdom, I doubt 
not but you will be ſo. * 
I ſhall be heartily glad, good people, if what 
I have ſaid has any effect upon you, fo as to be 
inſtrumental in making you perform your duty. 
It is out of my power now to do any thing more 
to ſerve the King, than by employing ſome of 
the few minutes I have to live in this world, in 
praying Almighty God to ſhower down his 
bleſſing, ſpiritual, and temporal, upon his head, 
to protect and reſtore him, to be favourable to 
his underſtanding, to proſper him here, and to- 
reward him hereafter. I beſeech the fame in- 
finite goodneſs to protect and defend the Church: 
of England, and to reſtore it to all its juſt rights 
and privileges; and laſtly, I pray God to have 
mercy upon me, pardon my fins, and receive 
my ſoul into his everlaſting kingdom, that with 
the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, and Mar- 
tyrs, 1 may praiſe and magnify him for ever and 
ever. Amen. | . 
As to my body, brethren, I have taken no 
care of it, for I value not that barbarous part 
of my ſentence, of being cut down and quar- 
tered, When I am once gone, I fhall be out 
of my reach of my enemies; and I wifh I had 
quarters enough to ſend to every pariſh in the 
kingdom, to teſtify that a Clergyman of the 
| Church 
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Church of England was martyred for being loyal 
to his King. 
© Fuly 13, 1716. WILLIAM PAUL. 


De Speech of Fobn Hall, Eſq. deliver'd 10 the f 


beriff. 


Friends, Bretheren, and Countrymen : 


AM come here todie, for the ſake of God, my 
King, and my country; and I am heartily ? 
glad that I am counted worthy ef fo great an 

honour; for let not any of you think I am come 
to a ſhameful and ignominious end. The truth 
and juſtineſs of the cauſe for which Iſuffer, makes 
my death 2 a virtue, and an honour. Re- 
member that I lay down my life for aſſerting 
the right of my only lawful fovereign King James 
the third, that I: offer myſelf a victim for the 
liberties and happineſs of my dear-country, and 
my beloved fellow ſubjects; that I fall a ſacrifice 
to tyranny, oppreſſion, and uſurpation. In ſhort, 
cConſider that I ſuffer in defence of the command 
of God, and the laws, and the hereditary con- 
ſtitution of the land; and then know and de 
aſſured, that I am not a Traytor, but a Martyr. 
Il declare that I die a true and fincere member 
of the Church of England, but not of the revo- 
lution ſchiſmatical church, whoſe Biſhops have 
ſo rebellioufly abandond the King, and ſo ſhame- 
fully given up the right of the church, by ſub- 
mitting to the unlawful, invalid, Iay-depriva- 
tions of the Prince of Orange. The commu- 
nion I die in, is that of the true catholic non- 
. juring Church of England, and I pray God to 
. Proſper and increaſe it, and to grant (if it be his 
good pleaſure) that it may riſe again and flouriſh. 
X + ne. I heartib, 
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I heartily beg pardon of all whom at any time 
I have injured or offended. I do particularly 
implore enen of God and my King, for 
havirg fo far ſwerved from my duty, as to com- 
ply with the uſurpation, in ſwearing allegiance 
to it, and acting in public poſt by the uſurpers 
commiſſions, which were void of all power and 
authority. God knows my heart, I did this at 
firſt through ignorance and error, but after I 
had recol -Qed myſelf, and informed my judg- 
ment better, I repented, and drew my ſword for 
the King, and now fubmit myſelf to this violent 
death for his ſake. I heartily pray to God for 
patience, and that my ſufferings may attone for 
my former crimes; and this I beg through the 
merits, mediation, and ſufferings of my deareſt 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

I do fincerely forgive all my enemies, eſpectally 
thoſe. who have either caufed or increaſed the 
deſtruction in church and ſtate; I pray God have 
m-rcy upon them, and ſpare them, becauſe my 
are the works of his own hands, and becauſe 
they are redeemed with his Son's moft precious 
blood. I do particularly forgive, from the bot- 
tom of my heart, the elector of Brunſwick, who 
murders me; my unjuſt pretended Judges and 
Jury, who convicted and condemned me; Mr. 

atten and Mr. Carnade who were evidences 
againſt me at my trial. And here declare upon 
the words of a dying man (and all my Northum- 
berland fellow priſoners can teſtify the ſame) 
that the evidence they gave was ſo far from being 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth; that in relation to my indictment, they 


' {wore not one true thing againſt me, but many 


abſolute 
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ſolute falſhoods. I pray God forgive them, 
or I am ſure I do, l 1 
Lazſtly, I forgive all who had a hand in the 
ſurrender of Preſton, for they have ſurrendered 
away my life; and I would to God that was the 
only bad conſequence of it. But alas! it is too 
plain, that the ſurrenderers not only ruined man 
of his Majeſty's brave and faithful ſubjects, but 
oy up their King and country into the bargain 
r then it was in their power to haye reſtored 
the King in triumph to his throne, and thereby 
to have made us a happy people. We had re- 
pulſed our enemies at every attack, and were 
ready, willing, and able to have attacked them, 
On our fide, even our common men were 
brave, courageous, and reſolute: on the other 
hand, theirs were directly the contrary, ſo much 
that after they had run away from our firſt fire, 
they could never be brought ſo much as to en- 
deavour to ſtand a ſecond. This I think myſelf 
_ obliged in juſtice to mention, that Mr. Wills 


may not impoſe upon the world, as if he and his 


troops had conquered us, and gained the vic- 
tory; for the truth is, after we had conquer'd 
them, our ſuperiors thought fit to capitulate and 
ruin us; I wiſh them God's and the King's par- 
don for it. | 

May it pleaſe God to bleſs, preſerve, and re- 
ſore our only rightful and lawful King James 
the third; may he direct his counſels, and proſ- 
per his arms; may he bring him to his kingdom, 
and fet the crown upon his head. 

May he protect him from the malice of his 
enemies, and defend. him from thoſe, who, for 
a. reward, would ſlay him innocent! may he 
grant him in health and wealth long to live; 

may 


8 
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| may he ſtrenthen him that he may vanquiſh and 


overcome all his enemies; and finally, when it 


pleaſes his. infinite wiſdom to take him out of 


this world, may he take him to himſelf, and re- 


ward him with an everlaſting crown of glory in 
the next. | 
| Theſe, my beloved Countrymen, are the ſincere 
prayers, theſe are the laſt words of me who am 


a dying perſon ; and if you have any regard to 


the laſt breath of one who is juſt going out. of 
the world, let me beg of you to be dutiful, obe- 
dient, and loyal to your only ſovereign liege 


Lord King James the Third: be ever roy to 


ſerve him, and be ſure you never fail to ule all 
your endeavours to reſtore him ; and whatever 
the conſequence be, remember that you have 2 


good cauſe, and a gracious God, and expect 


a recompence from him. | 

To that God, the God of truth and holineſs, 
the rewarder of all who ſuffer for righteouſneſs 
ſake, I commend my ſoul, beſeeching him to 
have mercy upon it for the ſake of my dear Re- 


deemer, and meiciful Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. Amen, Amen, Amen, 


July 13, 1716. | JOHN HALL. 


* POSTSCRIPT, 


«T might reaſonably have expected my life 
« would have becn ſaved, ſince I had obtained 


« five reprieyes ; but I find that the Duke of 


Hanover, and his evil Counſellors who guide 
him, have fo little virtue and honour them- 
« {e]ves,, that they are reſolved, not to ſpare 
* my life, becauſe T would not purchaſe it upon 
pale and diſhonoutable terms © 
| I have 


- PR 
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I have reaſon to think that at firſt I could have 


fecured both life and fortune, if I would have 


pleaded guilty; and I doubt not but I might 
ſince have obtained favour, if I would have peti- 


tioned in a vile ſcandalous manner : But I was 


reſolved to do nothing whereby I ſhould have 
diſowned my King, and denied my principles; 
and I thank my good God, both for inſpiring 
me with this holy reſolution, and for giving me 


the grace to perform it.” 
Ful 13, 1716. JOHN HALL. 


Mr. Paul, a Clergyman, and a late member of 
the Nonjuring church of England, to uſe his, 
and Mr Hall's expreſſions, would never enter 
into argument with the Ordinary concerning 
his principles, | 
When he and Mr. Hall were carried to.Ty- 
burn, as ſoon as they were taken out of the 
ſledge into the cart, they deſired to have a mi- 
niſter of their own communion to pray with 
them, which was granted ; and a minifter ſtepped 
into the cart, and prayed by them a conſidera- 
ble time, and then ſuddenly went of, __. 

No ſooner had he — his , exit, but Mr, 
Paul began to read his ſpeech, wherein, as he 
was reflecting on the late revolution, and the 
inſtruments of it, ſparing neither crowned heads 
nor the Biſhops and Miniſters that were legally 
conſecrated, nor any others that had taken an 
oath to it, he was deſired to forbear ſuch unbe- 
coming expreſſions ; upon which he ftopt, and 
both he and Mr. Hall delivered each of them a 
paper to the Sheriff. 

Then Mr. Lorrain went up to pray by them, 
but Mr. Paul being then on his knees, reading 1 
prayer 
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prayer in writing, he did not diſturb him, but 
jet him go on in his reading; but when he had 
done, and was got up, he addreſſed himſelf 
to them, telling them, he was come to do 
his laſt duty to their ſouls, which he heartily 
recommended to God, praying him that he 
would be pleaſed to enlighten their dark minds, 
and undeceive their deluded hearts, that they 
might acknowledge the truth, renounce their 
errors, and aſk pardon of God and the King, 
and theſe nations, that they and their party had 
ſo much diſturbed; and to adviſe the people to 
be loyal and truely religious, but they ſtill per- 
ited in endeavouring to jultify their actions to 
the ſtanders-by, who ſeemed to be fo far from 
lixing, that they ſhewed a great abhorrence of 
their practices and ſpeeches. 

They ſeemed not deſirous of his prayers, nor 
would they kneel at them, as they did at the 
nonjuring miniſter's. Upon this he teld them, 
that ſince they were unwilling to kneel down 
with him, he would ſtay till they were tied up, 
which he did, and then prayed. | 

When he had begun, Mr, Paul ſeemed to be 
affected, and would fain have knelt down, 
but was told he could not. 

Mr. Hall would not at all join in prayer with 
him, but all the while turned his back upon him; 
upon which, when he had done praying, he 
thus addreſſed him: Mr. Hall, “ methinks you 
might have been more ſerious and more civil: 
* what ham have I now done to you, in 
* imploring God's mercy to your ſoul ? One 
* would think you might very well have joine 1 

Vol. I. Ee f „with. 
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« with me herein, &c.” But he made me ng 
reply, | 6 
: 78 given them further admonition, and 
begged God, of his infinite goodneſs through 
Chriſt, to convert and ſave them, he left them 
to their private devotions; then the cart draw- 


ing away, and they being turned off, the people 
3 05 ſhout, and with loud acclamati- 


ons ſaid, God fave King George. 


- . : 
— 


— 


The Trial of William” Pitrs, Keeper of | 
Newgate, for the Eſcape of General | 


Forſter. 


PIT TS, Gent. was indicted for High 
Treaſon; for whereas he, being keeper of the 
gaol of Newgate, on or before the 8th of De- 
cember laſt; and whereas Thomas Forſter, ju- 
nior, a falſe rebel and traytor to his moſt excellent 
Majeſty King George, was, on the day aforeſaid, 
committed to him, to be kept cloſe and ſecure 
in*the ſaid gaol, till he ſhould be diſcharged by 
due courſe of law, he the ſaid priſoner, on the 
'rith of April laſt, not having the fear of God 
in his heart, but being moved by the inſtigation 
of the devil, &c. as a falſe traytor, did per- 
mit, aid, and abet the ſaid Thomas Forſter to 
make his eſcape out of the ſaid gaol, contrary to 
the duty of his allegiance, &c. 

The Council for-the King having opened the 
indictment, ſetting forth the nature and manner 


of the offence, the Lord Fownſhend's warrant 
{or 


O Saturday, July 14, 1716, WILLIAM 
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for the commitment-of Mr. Forſter was proved, 
which occaſioned ſome debates between the. 
council on both ſides; but the objections on the 
part of the priſoner being over-ruled, the wit- 
neſſes were ſworn. 

Mr. Reuſe depoſed, that on the day mentioned 
in the indictment, Mr. Forſter was committed 
to Newgate, into the cuſtody of the priſoner his 
maſter, and remained fo till he made his eſcape; 
that it was the cuſtom in the ſaid priſon, both 
before and ſince that time, ſometimes at 11, and 
ſometimes at 12 o'clock at night, to put the 
guards into the preſs-yard, which was the buſi- 
neſs of Mr. Ballad, his fellow Turnkey ; and 
when he had done that, and every thing was 
made ſecure, his maſter, Mr, Pitts, received the 
keys, and took particular care of Mr. Forſter 
himſelf; that his maſter was always very diligent 
in performing his duty, and told him he went to 
the ſecretary's office, to acquaint them with the 
neceſſity of a guard, which was accordingly 
ordered, and beſides was at the charge of two 
watchmen, who took their turns every night, 
who were to inſpect the ſoldiers, and prevent 
their being bribed : that on the night Mr. Forſter 
made his eſcape, he being aſleep in the lodge, 
his maſter came to him very much ſurprized, 
and told him, that which had been his greateſt 
care, would now be his ruin, and ſhewed him 
a falſe key; upon which he told him, there was 
xz man in the priſon who had been a ſervant 
to the City-ſmith, who was called and examined 
but he dented he knew any thing of the making 
that key, and that then his maſter ordered him 
immediately to be ſtraitly confined, That then 
Mr. Ballad and he took a dink, went to Bil- 

lingſgate, 
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lingſgate, and enquired at the Dark-houſe if an 
perſon had juſt gone off in a boat, or had beſ- 
poke a paſlage to Graveſend, or waited for the 
tide, which he ſaw coming in; and at laſt was 
informed, that at the Gun tavern were a. 
couple of gentlemen who waited for a third, to 
go to Graveſend, upon which he went to them 
but found them to be Dutch gentlemen. From 
thence he went to Queen-hithe, enquiring all 
the way, without acquainting any body with 
the occaſion; and thence to Black-fryers, where 
be was informed a ſingle gentleman had juſt 
crofled the water with a ſculler; upon which 
he took boat, and enquired at the watch-houſe 
en the other ſide, and was informed that the 
perſon who croſſed, was a neighbour there, very 
much in liquor, but could learn nothing of Mr, 
Forſter; that then not knowing what to do 
farther, he came home. He alſo depoſed, that 
Mr. Forſter's room was very ſtrong, and more 
tecure than any room in the priſon; and that 
the priſoner could make no noiſe or diſturbance 
without waking his maſter, who lay upon the 
ſame floor, there being only a partition be- 
twixt them, that the priſon was full, ten cr 
12 perſons being confined in one room, and that 
none of them were in irons, not ſo much as Mr. 
Forſter's man; adding, that he believed his 
maſter was not at all conſenting to Mr. Forſter's 
eſcape; and thought, if that was his caſe, and 
he had taken bribes, he ſhould rather have choſen 
to have gone along with him than have ſtaid to 
bear the heavy load which ſuch a crime would 
certainly bring upon him. That Count Guiſ- 
card was alſo confined in the priſoner's houſe, 
by order, and Mr. Nauvey, for high treaſon, 
| It. 
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it being thought by the miniſtry to be the ſafeſt 


lace. | — 
l Mr. Ballad depoſed, that he went to lock up 
Mr. Forſter, and ſaw him come out of the preſs- 
_ appearing melancholy, and complaining 
e was tired with reading; and after he had put 
the guards into the preſs-yard, gave his maſter 
the keys as he uſed to do. He obſerved his 
maſter to be extraordinary careful of Mr. For- 
ſter, - that he ſhould not eſcape; that his maſter 
had given all his fervants charge to take no 
bribes, which the Rebels were very free to offer, 
and that he himſelf might have taken 5000). in 
his time, if he would have been falſe to his 
truſt : that when Mr. Forſter was gone, he came 
to him like a man diſtracted, knocking his head 
againſt the wainſcot, crying out he was ruin'd, 
undone, &c. and that he did verily believe his 
maſter- was not concerned in his eſcape: that 
Mr. Foſter did very often go up to the neceſſary 
houſe, and he always ſtaid at the chamber door 
til he came down, knowing it to be impoſſible 

for any perſon to get out above. | 
Being atked by the King's Council, if it was 
uſual for the priſoner to viſit the Rebels after 
they were locked up, he replied, no. Again 
they aſked, that if Mr. Anderton and Mr. For- 
ſter had taken his maſter by the throat, could We 
have rung the bell, or given any notice? to 
which he replied, he might make his black hear, 
wao had arms, in which caſe, they could go 
no further, the keys being locked up; taat his 
maſter might let in the ſoldiers upon any diſtur- 
bance; or the ſoldiers in the lodge might hear, 
upon firing a gun, and come to their atliftance; 
that his maſter attended all lag winter in the 
ſevereſt 


— 
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ſevereſt ſeaſon, and was indefatigable in his di- 
ligence and care in ſecuring the priſoners. 

Mr. Revel depoſed, he went to lock up the 
priſoners about eleven o'clock at night; that his 
maſter bid him make haſte, and when he had 
done he gave him the key; that Mr. Anderton, 
Mr. Forſter, and his maſter, were then above 
ſtairs in Mr, Forſter's room, ſitting over a flaſk | 
of wine, his maſter with his back to the door, 
the other two facing it; that his maſter aſked 
him if all was ſafe, and he told him it was, 
and bid him good-night, and then went out, 
and Mr. Pitt's black ſhut the door after him: 
that being ſent for after this to his maſter, he ſaid } 
to him, © Ah, Revel, I am undone, Forſter is 
« gone, pray go to the watch and enquire.” That 
his maſter was a very careful man, and never 
fatisfied but when up and down to ſee that all 
was ſafe; and had turned away one Mills for 
having been drunk once upon his duty, and 
never would be perſuaded to take him again; 
and confirmed what was ſaid by Mr. Bal- 
ad of his diligence in the froſty wea- 
ther, | . 

Then Calliband (Mr. Pitt's black,) depoſed, 
having bcen chriſtened, that on the night afore- 
faid he went to the preſs-yard to Mr. Revel, 
and there he ſaw. Mr. Anderton, and told them 
his maſter wanted to go to bed; then he light- 
ed Mr. Anderton up ftairs, and Mr. Forſter opened 
the door and aſked Mr. Anderton to drink a glaſs of 
ine with him, who refuſed it then; but afterwards 
he faw them and his maſter together. When the 
guards were fhut in, and Mr. Revel gone, he made 
=!) faſt after him, and carried the keys to his 
itreis, and ſhe bid him carry them to his mal- 
tet, and coming down ftairs he met Forſſer's 

man, 
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man, who told him he was dry, upon which 
he bid him go with him to the cellar, and he 
would draw him ſome beer, but the other refuſed 
it and ſtood on the ſtairs ; and while he was in 
the kitchen looking for a pot, his maſter called 
him, but he could not get out, till at laſt hs 
maſter ſaw a peg {tuck in, which he pulled out, 
and then the door opened,' which made him 
cry out, * I am undone, Forſter is gone” ; and 
then he bid him fetch the key, and, going to 
te door, found one in it on, the outſide, and 
the door double- locked. Then he got out at 
the window, and found Mr. Forſter's nzght-gown 
lying upon the ſteps, which he threw into the 
parlour, and took out the falſe key; . then went 
to the lodge, and called Mr. Rewſe; a piece 
of liſt was alſo found under the latch: that all 
this was done, and the chain taken off, 'with- 
out the leaſt noiſe, as he believed might be; 
that the keys were always left in his maſter's 
chamber; that when his maſter ſaw Forſter's 
gown in the parlour, be fell into a very great 
paſſion with the maid, and he believed him to 
be innocent, - | 
Mr. Buc depoſed, that the priſoner came 
to him, and ſaid, he was ruined, Forſter was 
gone, that he had taken care to have all things 
faſt and cloſe juſt before, and had put the keys 
into his own bed-chamber, divided from . 
Forſter's but by a thin partition: That Mr. 
Forſter complained he was tired with reading, 
and was deſirous to reireſh himſelf with a glaſs 
of wine, and Mr. Anderton came up to him, 
and while they were drinking, Mr. Forſter pre- 
tended to go to the neceſſary houſe; but ſtay- 
ing ſome time, he ſuſpected him, and looked 
| | for 
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for him; but not finding him there, he went to 
the main door, and found a lift under the latch, 
and then he ſhewed him the true key and a falſe 
one, and bid him obſerve the true key was a 
little daubed with clay, and faid, he ſpeed 
Hmebody had taken a print of it to make ano- 
ther by. Then he told him the guards were 
always put into the preſs-yard before that time 
of ni — That he aſked him if he had ſent to 
ſtop the poſt, it being diſcover'd about twelve 
0 ok; he anſi , no, but ſhewed him an 
advertifement which he would have put into the 
news; but he told him, the news would not 
come out till next morning, and adviſed him to 
back to the priſon, to prevent the like miſ- 
fortune from any other. Then he afked what 
he ſhould do, for he was afraid he ſhould be 
examined upon oath, which he believed he might 
refuſe, becauſe he ſhould be put to anſwer queſ- 
tions that might be of ill conſequence to him; 
but not from any ſenſe of his guilt, or 8 
to an) perſon whatever. 
That after this, he and Mr. Slanian were 
orderd to Newgate, to inſpect Mr. Forſter's 
lodgin 2 and the priſoners chamber; and he 
0 (Mr. Buckley) ſeeing a cloſe-ftool there, aſked 
Rewſe if that was always in the room? he 
made anſwer, that where there was a cloſe priſo- 
ner, there was always a cloſe-ſtool : that after 
this, he was applied. to for relief for ſome of the 
Rebels who were in irons, and was told that 
Brigadier M*Intoſh's leg was wore to the 
bone; but finding that to be falſe, he forbore to 
trouble the Lord Townſhend about it. 
Mr. Stanian depoſed, that the Lord Town- 
and ſent for him, telling him that Mr. For- 
: ſter 
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ter had made his eſcape, and bid him go im- 
mediately to Newgzte, and ſee after what man” 
ner it was done; which he did accordingly = 
and Mr. Pitts informed him, that himſelf, Mr -. 
Forſter, and Mx. Anderton, were ſetting in Mr -. 
Forſter's room, over a flaſk of wine; and when it 
was ſomething above half gone, Mr. Forſter 
went up, as he thought, to the neceſſary-houſe, 
and his heart miſgave him, and therefore he 
went up after him; but to his great ſurprize, 
found he was not there; and going down, found 
the thall of the latch deadned by a piece of liſt, 
and a peg put into the kitchen- door, by which 
his ſeryant was confined; who being atterwards 
releaſed, and getting out of a window, found 
his night-gown left upon the ſteps. Then he 
ſhewed him the key, with the mark of the clay. 
Upon which I aſked him how any body ſhould ' 
come by that key, he having it always in his 
poſſeſſion? to this he anſwered, the key was 
always in the door in the day time. "Then the 
priſoner was referring him to Mr. Anderton, 
who, he ſaid, told him afterwards Mr. Forſter 
went down ſtairs, pretending to waſh a glaſs, in 
order to fill out ſome brandy, Mr. Anderton 
alſo told him, they were both ſurprized at Mr. 
Forſter's eſcape, and proteſted he knew nothing 
of the matter, he having ſaid, when he went 
down, it was to waſh a glaſs. 5 b 

Then an act for attainting Thomas Forſter 
Eſq. and Brigadier M*Intoſh, was read, and 
—_— that Mr. Forſter received a 
copy of his indictment, and a panne! of his Jury, 
—4— the law directs. pt N 

Then the council for the priſoner made their 
defence; alledging, that nothing had OI 

| uce 
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duced to ſupport the indictment, which was 
founded upon an obſolete ſtatute, made in the 
reign of K. Edward II. upon which no pro- 
ſecution had been before commenced; that 
therefore this being the firſt that had appeared, 
and ſo weakly ſupported, having nothing but 
preſumptive evidence, which (as they ſaid) thould 
always be of uſe to the priſoner, efpecially where 
life was concerned, and eſpecially where there 
were ſo many proofs. of the priſoner's vigilance 
and care, as had appeared, and ſhould be made 
appear in the caſe of the priſoner before them; 
he humbly hoped, the Jury would think them- 
ſelves obliged to. acquit him, they being upon 
gath, to jndge of the fact by the evidence. 

- Then they called Prudence Symonds, who de- 
poſed, the was the priſoner's ſervant-maid, and 
her miſtreſs being juſt gone to bed, and the keys 
brought in, her maſter came down in a terrible 
furprize, and ſaid, ** he was undone, Mr. Forſter 
Was gone”; and he was very angry with her, 
and ſwore he would ſecure her, believing ſhe 
was concerned in his eſcape, becauſe he ſaw 
Forſter's night-gown in the parlour; but when 
his black told him, The threw the gown in at the 
window, he was ſatisfied with her. She alſo 
depoſed, her maſter lay in the room even with 
Mr. Forſter, their beds lying head to head; but 
before he uſed to lie with his wife in another 
room. She alſo added, that Mr. Forſter often 
uſed to go to the neceſſary-houſe. | 
Margaret Hawkins depoſed, that her maſter 
Far wow a very careful diligent man, and con- 
firmed the evidence of the. black, and the maid 
her fellow-lervant, © | 


Mr, 
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Mr. Smith (the clerk of Newgate) depoſed 


the priſoner's care and diligence appear = 
conſpicuous z eſpecially his attending in the ha 
winter almoſt to a miracle, and beyond his own 
capacity always examining who came in and 
who went out; . that when Mr. Mills was 
turned out, though he had been a ſervant almoſt 
uy years in the priſon, he could never pei- 
ſuade the priſoner to receive him again into his 
ſervice, ſo loathſome did he appear to him for 
being but onee drunk upon his duty. He alſo 
depoſed, that brigadier M Intoſh was ironed 
when he made his eſcape, which was of no 
ſervice, the ſtrongeſt irons not holding out 
ainſt ſome inſtruments above an hour and half. 
Theſe inſtruments were produced in Court, and 
ſhewn to the Jury, and that it was impoſſible to 
prevent their being brought to the priſoners in 
people's pockets, or other conveyances, which 
it would be too tedious to examine. 


there were ſeveral perſons, in his time, com- 
mitted for High Treaſon, and confined in the 
houſe, and in the ſame room as Forſter was, viz. 
the Lord Glencarts, Sir John Friend, Sir Wil- 
liam Perkins, and others, and that it was as 
ſtrong, and more convenient than any other in 
the goal: and his evidence was confirmed by 
two others. | I 

Mr. Mills depoſed, he had been forty years a 
ſervant in that priſon, and belonged to it in Ma- 
$jor Richarſon's time, when the Lord Ruſſel and 
Count Courugſmark were confined there in the 
ſame room, till their time of the death, 


Then 


Vikewiſe ſeveral circumſtances, which made 


Then Mr. Fells-(the former keeper) depoſed, 
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Then ſeyeral honourable and worthy perſons 
appeared to the priſoner's reputation; as Si 
William Withers, Sir Richard Haare, Sir Sa- 
muel Garrard, Sir William Humphreys, Sir Sa- 
muel Stannier, Sir William Stewart, Sir Ran- 
dolph Knife, Sir Francis Forbes, and others, 
who all gave him the character of a very careful 
fair, honeſt man. - 
Then Calliband, the priſoner's black, ſtood 
up again, and ſwore, his maſter ſent him im- 
mediately to the turnpike at Highgate, to ex- 
amine all paſſengers. | 

Then the priſoner - himſelf ſaid, he was per- 
fectly innocent of the charge laid in the indiQ- 
ment; that he had not the leaſt previous appre- 
henſions of the priſoner's eſcape; that his cir- 
cumſtances before this unhappy accident, were 
of themſelves ſufficient to place him above the 
reach of bribes; that he had it in his power to 
let all priſoners eſcape, and to go along wiih 
them; that it was even his extraordinary care 
that brought this misfortune upon him; and 
that fince he had but followed the practice of 
former Jailors, it would be hard if he ſhould fall 
the firſt victim to the conſequence of a mere 
accident; the rather, becauſe he had been often 
rewarded by the government for his care and 
rudence in ſo doing. 

'Then the King's council replied, and contra- 
"dicted that part of the plea of the council for the 
priſoner, which laid the indictment on the ſtatute 
of Edward II, and put it on the foot of the 25th 
of Edward III, and faid, the Jury were to be 
judges of facts, and that preſumption when ſtrong, 
and when the nature of the caſe will admit of 
no other evidence, was good in civil law, com- 
mon 
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mon law, and all the law in the world; that 
juſtice was to take place in a court of judicature 
that mercy belonged: to the throne: That it 
was plain, notwithſtanding what had beert 
faid by the council on the other fide, that the 
priſoner had at leaſt been very negligent in his 
duty, in permitting the chief man in the re- 
bellion to eſcape, whoſe impriſonment they had 
reaſon to believe, might have done the crown 
more ſervice than all the others put together ; 
eſpecially at a time when he had — notice 
to prepare for the trial: that it was ſtran ze 
that, at ſuch a time there was not a particular 
care taken to confine, him to his room; that 
his very ſervant, without whoſe aſſiſtance he 
would not probably have made his eſcape, and 
whoſe quality could be no excuſe, ſhould not 
be ironed; that he ſhouldgo to drinking with 
the ſaid Mr. Forſter, particularly at ſo unſea- 
ſonable a juncture, when the guards were all 
turned into the preſs-yard, nobody but himſelf * 
and his black in a condition to reſiſt the very pro- 
bable attempts of three or four priſoners for high 
treaſon, eſpecially when the keys of the doors, 
and of the whole gaol were but in the next room, 
and priſoners of ſuch confequence, as no qualit 

or conſideration could excuſe his putting himſelf 
into their power; that he ſhould ſuffer the ſaid 
Mr. Forſter, knowing his ſervant to be per- 
fectly free from irons, to go at ſuch a time out 
of the room at his own diſcretion, without the 
leaſt obſervation or regard ; that ſuch pretended 

circumſtances, as a falſe key, a lift under, the 
latch, a peg-hole in the kitchen door, and other 
contrivances, ſhould all be ready at a minute's 


warning; that the priſoner's ſervants ſhould all 
„ EF be 
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be up in the houſe, and, with himſelf, all 
amuſed, and out of the way, juſt at this juncture; 


that all this liberty ſhould be taken without 


leave of the ſecretary of ſtate, having no authority 
but cuſtom, having no countenance init but the 
government's ſatisfaction in his care and integrity, 
which he was to abuſe at his peril, and of 
vrhich he appeared to be very ſenſible; and that 
all this ſhould be done without his being the 
leaſt acquainted with it, or let into the ſecret of 
it; eſpecially a man of his care, his vigilance, 
and his integrity and deligence, was wonderous 
ſtrange. That it was not expected that ſuch a 
caſe ſhould admit of poſitive evidence, there beirg 

none produced but thoſe who were the priſoner's 
ſervants, and whoſe places depended upon him; 
the moſt conſiderable of which were diſmiſſed 
for that night before the treaſon was committed, 


as perſons unqualified by their integrity for | 


ſuch a ſecret. But it was to be hoped there was 
ſufficient ground for the indictment, in a caſe of 
this cloſe nature, when a ſervant confeſſed he 
might, in that -ſmall time he was employed in 
an inferior truſt, have had 50001. for ſuch ſer- 
vices; when it appeared plain the priſoner did 


not uſe, upon ſuch occaſions, to viſit his pri- 


ſoners after they were locked up; when -there 
was ſuch a remarkable neglect in not going to 
the Poſt-Office to ſtop the Poſt, the moſt likely 
method of recovering the priſoner, till next day 
at noon; and when it appeared he was ſo un- 
willing to be examined upon oath ; theſe conſi- 
derations they left to the Jury. 
The Lord Chief Baron Bury having, then 
ſummed up the evidence very fully, the Jury 
went out, and, being returned, acquitted him. 
| Be The 
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The audacious behaviour of WILLIAu 
SHELTON and THouas JACOBS, con- 
villed of a Miſdemeanour, and an Aſſault. 


JILLIAM SKELTON, otherwife HAN- 
\ BURY BEAUMONT, and THO- 
MAS JACOBS, otherwife MORRIS, of the 
pariſh of St. Bride's, were indicted for a miſ- 
demeanour, in forging and counterfeiting a letter 
teſtimonial in the name of the Rector and Fel- 
lows of Lincoln College in Oxford, to the Rt. 
Reverend the Lord biſhop of Lincoln, and pub- 
liſhing the fame, in order to procure ordinations, 
and by which ordination was accordingly pro- 
cured; . W OY 
To prove this, one Middlebrook was ſworn, 
who depoſed, that at the beginning of February 
laſt, he came to Mr. Collins, Dr. Sacheverel's 
curate, -and, told him he was deſtitute of a lodg- 
ing, and deſired him to recommend him to ſome 
friend of his; accordingly he recommended him 
to Mr. Lewis's in the Fleet, where the priſoner 
Jacobs then lodged ; and he was ſoon admitted 
into the greateſt intimacy with him, and was his 
bedfellow. In which time the priſoner Skelton 
came to town, as he ſaid, from Leiceſterſhire} 
and told Jacobs, he heard there was an ordina- 
tion to be very ſpeedily, and he wanted to be 
admitted into orders, and would go to the biſhop 
of. Lincoln, but was afraid he ſhould meet with 
difficulty for want of a teſtimonial. Upon 
which Jacobs replied, he had his ſtill by him, 
and they might make one by that, and imme 
diately went about it, and drew it up, Then 
| F f'2 the 
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the title of a living was written, which the evi- 
dence, though-much importuned, having refuſed | 
to do, they over-perſuaded him to write a copy 
of it, aſſuring him there would be no crime in 
that; which he did, but would not be induced 
to ſign a name to the teſtimonial, the two firſt of 
which, viz. the Rector and Senior Fellow of 
Lincoln College were wrote by Skelton, thethird ? 
by another perſon, and the two laſt by Jacobs: 
All tis was done that morning that Jacobs had 
married three or four couple in his chamber. 
Being thus provided, Shelton went to the 
"Biſhop, and produced his letter and title, by 
the credit of which he was ordained by him at 
Lambeth, as was proved in court by his Lord- 
ſhip's ſecretary. After which he came home, 
and told the evidence Middlebrook, he was or- 
| Fained; who replied, he hoped he would make 
a right uſe of it, and reform his ſcandalous 
courte of life. To which Skelton anſwered, 
Les, by G--d, I will tell you a pretty ſtory : 
“ laſt night lay with a of couple whores, and in 
the morning I bid one of them turn up my 
© ſhirt and give me a ſlap of the a---,.and | 
„ with me good luck, for I was going to be or- 
+ dained that day, | 
The priſoners, both by themſelves and | 
Council, endeavoured to clear themſelves of the | 
indictment, by diſcrediting Middlebrook's evi- | 
dence, and called fome perſons, who ſwore he 
varied in it before my Lord Mayor, in the cir- 
cumſtances of the names; ſwearing there, that 
- Skelton wrote the three firſt, To which he re- 
plied, the third man was a ſtranger to him, and 
t was a miſtake in his memory; but upon re- 
collection he believed his name was Vizey, — 
t wrote 
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wrote the name Gul. Watts in the middle. Up- 
on this they called one Corbet, Who ſwore he 
himſelf wrote that name; which very circum- 
ſtance, though brought in by themſelves, proved 
the fact to be a forgery, and agreed with the tenor 
of the evidence in general. But there being no 
proof that Jacobs publiſhed. the ſaid teſtimonial, 
therefore the Jury brought Skelton in guilty of 
the indictment, and Jacobs only of the for- 
ery. 5 | 
8 hey were a ſecond time indicted for an aſ- 
fault on the perſon of Brian Burton, on the 5th 
of May laſt, between the hours of gine and ten 
at night, in the pariſh aforeſaid. | 43 
Mr. Burton depoſed, that he was an hoſtler, 
at the Bell Inn in Warwick-lane, and coming 
.down - by Fleet-ditch with his white apron on, 
the priſoner Jacobs. being in a black ſuit, and 
Skelton in his gown and cailock, came to him, 
and one of them, which was the parſon, held 
down his arms, whilſt the other cut him over 
his hand and one of his fingers ; and abuſed him 
thus without the leaſt provocation, or notice: 
but Skelton perceiving the miſtake, ſaid, d---n 
you, Tom, this is not the man, let him alone }” 
which expreſſion, he believed, ſaved his life, 
which the other, with hi hanger lifted up, 
was juſt going to take away. Upon this he 
eried out, but the people ſeeing a parſon run, 
were unwilling to apprehend him, till they were 
acquainted with the TT and then they took 
him and carried him tv an alehouſe, and were 
followed by the other prifoner Jacobs, who 
made a great diſturbance, ſwearing and curſing, 
with his hanger in his hand; which, with much 
ado, was taken from him. Then a conſtable 
F 3 Was 
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was ſent for, who alſo difarmed the parſon, whe 
had another hanger under his gown, . - 
There were ſeveral witneſſes who ſwore to 
the particulars of this evidence; and a ſurgeon © 
— — that the proſecutor had loſt the uſe f 
Ts | mw 

The priſoners, in their defence ſaid, the pro- 
ſecutor was the aggreſſor, and called two wit- 


nefles to prove it, one of whom only ſwore he | 


ſaw at about fifty yards diſtance, the proſecutor 
joſtle the gentlemen, and heard him call them 


. rogues and-villains, before the gentlemen ſtruck 


him, and aggerwards heard him ſay to the parſon, | 
„ Sir, you have ſaved my life ;”” but he was not | 
credited, his evidence being full of improbabili- | 
ties and contradictions. | | 

Then Skelton moved it to the court to conſi- 
der that he was not the man that ſtruck him, 
and that all the part he had in this affair, was 
2A kind interpoſing between his friend and the 
proſecutor, which the laft confeſſed prolong 
| his life. : | 

But being aſked what occaſion could juſtify 
their having hangers under their cloaths, eſpeci- 
ally under a miniſter's gown ; they ſaid, they 
had been drinking, and were under apprehenſi- 
ons of an arreſt : which being no legal excufe, 
and the proſecutor having ſworn that Skeltbn 
held down his arms, the jury found them both 
guilty of the indictment, but recommended 
| Skelton to the favour of the Court, who re- 
turned their kindneſs in his way from the bar, 
with execrable vollies of oaths and curfes. 

The Court fined Jacobs fifty pounds for the 
aſſault, eighty pounds for the forgery, and three 
years impriſonment. Skelton was fined twenty 


pounds 


9. 


made a very ſurly reply, and told him he had 
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pounds for the aſſault, and one hundred pounds 
for the forgery and publication, and three years 


impriſonment; and to ſtand in the pillory at 8a- 


liſbury Court end. 


d #5. 
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The Trial and remarkable Speech of Wir- 
LIAM STAPLES, convicted for the Mur- 
der of Nicholas Bonner. 


ILLIAM STAPLES, of St. James's 
Weſtminſter, was indifted the 7th of 


July, 1716, for the murder of Nicholas Bonner, 
by giving him a mortal wound with a piſtol charged 


with- a leaden bullet and gunpowder, on the 


left part of the head near the jawbone, of which 


wound he inſtantly died. 


The firſt evidence depoſed, that ſhe lived with 


the priſoner's wife fix years, in which time ſhe 
obſerved the deceaſed to be very familiar with 
her, and took the opportunity of the priſoner's 
being abroad at ſervice, as often as he came 
from ſea to viſit her, and very often, more like 
a huſband than a friend. That on the day men- 
tioned in the indictment, the deceaſed being in 
the priſoner's houſe, his wife perſuaded her, this 
evidence, to let him lie with her huſband, and 
that night the priſoner lay with his wife; but 
coming down early next morning he was ſur- 
prized to ſee the deceaſed in his houſe, and bid 
him be gone, telling him he had often fore- 
warned him of his houſe, on account of his fa- 
miliarity with his wife. Upon which, Bonner 


more 
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more right to her than himſelf, and afterwards 
demanded a piſtol of him, which the priſoner's 
wife told him he had in his hand; upon which 
they ſtruggled, and it proving a miſtake, Bon- 
ner threw his glove at the priſoner ſeveral times 
and bid him meet him, to fight him, at Oliver's 


Mount, which, with much ado, the priſoner -- q 


agreed to; but Bonner did. not meet him ac- 
cording to appointment. Whereupon when the 
prifoner came home and ſaw him ftill with his 
wife, he diſcharged his piſtol, and ſhot him dead 
upon the ſpot. | 
The next evidence depoſed, that Bonner came 
in drunk, and aſked for Mrs, Staples, who re- 
ceived him, and went up ſtairs with him; after 
which, the priſoner came in, and Bonner was 
hid: but having an opportunity he went out, 
and afterwards came in again with ſome brandy, 
and when the priſoner came down, he ſaw Bon- 
ner, who bid him good morrow ; but the priſo- 
ner bid him depart, he did not like his company; 
upon which they quarrelled. | 
There were ſeveral other evidences. to the 
fame purpoſe, but all agreed in this, of Bonner's 
being too familiar with the priſoner's wife, and 
that the prifoner had often forbid him his 
houſe. „ 
The deceaſed's ſiſter depoſed, that her brother 
e her a viſit the night before this accident, 
and ſtaid with her till five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, when, ſeeing the priſoner's door open, he 
fwore he would go to Mrs. Staples, which ſhe 
. endeavoured to prevent, by perſuading him to 
the contrary as much as the could, but he be- 
ing drunk, would, and did go; and in a few 


| hours after, ſhe heard he was killed: which 17 | 
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ta news hurried her to the prifoner's houſe, 
where the deceaſed lay dead; upon which ſhe 
called the priſoner villain and rogue, and told 
him he had killed her brother in the moſt un- 
happy ſeaſon, being debauched in liquors, and 
no ways prepared for ſuch an accident. To 
which he replied, very coldly, as if his mind 
was juſt made eaſy, that he was not at all ſorry 
for his fate, it having reſtored him to the condi- 
tion of a happy man; and if it were ſtill to do, 
he would do it. | 

She ended her evidence with ſaying, ſhe was 
too well acquainted with the familiatity between 
the priſoner's wife and her brother, and if he 
had loft his life when ſober, the priſoner had 
done him but juſtice. 

The priſoner, in his defence, with a chearful 
air, and modeſt demeanour, thus addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the Court. 


© My Lord, and you Gentlemen of the Jury, 
« Six years ago. I married this woman, and 
„ with her the whole crowd of plagues and 
© misfortunes which attend an honeſt man in ſa 
« unhappy a choice. Some time after, when it 
«© was too late, I was informed by ene Hall, 
* who alſo had been too familiar with her, beth 
© before and after ſhe was my wife, whom I did 
«« perſuade her to abandon, that there was a per- 
«ſon coming from ſea, one Bonner, who would 
&« ſerve me juſt as I had been ſerved by him; 
* but I believing it to be only a revengeful ex- 
4s preflion, took no notice of it at that time. 
Some time after this, my wife pretending 
* abundance of love and ſincerity, told me, = 
e 2245 t We 
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© owed a great deal of money, which ſhe never 
© told me of before, begged my pardon, fell on 
cher knees, and deſired me to get a place in the 
„country, out of knowledge, till we ſhould be 
sable to ſatisfy our creditors z which I, beliey- 
ing her, and truſting to her fidelity, conſented 
to, and having an opportunity, took ſervice 
in a worthy family there: but coming to town 
&« ſome time after, I found that this was nothing 
but a mere contrivance to get me out of the 
% way, the more freely to enjoy Bonner's com- 

_ « pany; for coming home, I caught them at 
% cinner, and I aſked him if his name was not } 
„ Bonner? who replied, yes. Sir, faid I, . | 
have heard of you before; pray forbear com- 
© ing to my houſe, for you have no bulineſs 
here, and i deſire never to ſee you again: upon 

© which he went away. Then I told my wife, 

I had now caught her; I had often heard that 
Bonner kept her company, but now I found 
te it to be true, though ſhe had always denied it; 
© but bid her take care he never came into her 
* company again. After this, I being abroad, 
«a young woman was falivated at my houſe, 
% and there died, and from thence was buried, 
« andy wife ſent me word ſhe mult ſee Bon- 
ener again, he having promiſed to pay her 501. 
“for her care and charges, but would never ad- 
« admit of any indecent familiarities with him. 
„ But after this I found the deceaſed at my houſe 
« again, and he turned me out of doors, which 
J thought very hard, and made me almoſt 
e diſtracted. In which condition I went again 
% into the wen and having ſtill a defire to 
& know what paſſed between them, ſent a letter 
& to her, directed in her former name, that ſhe 
e EA ct might 
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& might be the more induced to receive it, which 
& having done from the bearer, ſhe and Bonner 
& turned him out of doors too, with expreſſions 
« of the vileſt nature. Then I ſent ſeveral 
others by the common poſt, but could never 
& receive an anſwer ;' and all this while ſhe and 
« her gallant lived upon my ſubſtance, At laſt 
I got a woman of his acquaintance to carry a 
“letter, and read it to her, and expoſtulate the 
t“ matter with her about her manner of life, and 
the moſt barbarous behaviour to the man who 
© had done ſo much for her, and bore ſo many 
& injuries from her; but all that ſhe could get 
“from him was, You may tell him I am well. 
© But when I found that nothing would do by 
© ſuch means, and ſaw Bonner with my wife 
&« again, and told him if he did not go away, I 
e would treat him as he deſerved, and look upon 
him as a felon. Upon which he ſwore he had 
© more right to my wife than I had, and that he 
had a child by her almoſt fix years ago. But 
“after he was gone, notwithſtanding the great 
e affection which my wife diſcovered to the faid 
“ Bonner, and her ingratitude to me, together 
© with-her profuſeneſs in running me out of all 
* my ſubſtance, and delighting herſelf at the 
ce expence of my honour and happineſs; I told 
© herif ſhe would give me but ſome ſatisfaction 
that ſhe would have nothing more to do with 
Bonner, I would forgive and forget all. that 
« was paſt: upon which ſhe wiſhed the devil 
might have her if ſhe had, except ſhe met him 
in the ſtreet accidentally. Notwithſtanding 
* this, coming home, I caught them toge- 
„ther again, and I being going out I told 
him it was his beſt way to be gone before I 


* came 
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« came back, for I was bent upon imiſchiof 
<< and returning again about half an hour after; 
J found him there; and then I had a ſcuffle; 
« and Bonner aſked me for a piſtol, but I told 
« him 1 had none; then he fell a curſing and 
right to. her than I had, and knew her before 
« did, and bid me fight for her; but I told 
% him I had no occaſioꝑ to fight for her, for ſhe 
c was mine by law: upon which my wiſe ſaid, 
46 did not deſerve a wite, if 1 had not courage 
% to fight for her; but I not being a fighting 
man refuſed it, Then Bonner told me he 
& would . ſacrifice my ſoul wherever he met me; 
<* and then threw his glove at me ſeveral times, 
„ and in an imperious manner, commanded me 
$ to meet him at Oliver's Mount. At laſt, 
c conſidering the life I lived was worfe than any 
« death, and that no apprehenitons could be 
<< worſe than thoſe I was poſſeſſed of, I agreed 
to it, and went up ftairs for a piſtol that was 
« always in the houſe for defence of it, and 
« went out, telling the deceaſed I was going to 
« the place appointed, where I being arrived, 
« ſtaid two hours, and Bonner never cane, 
« Then I went home again, and found him 
« there, and aſked him why he did not meet 
« me? He replied, it was not worth his while, 
ce he would take his own time for it, and getting 
« yp with a knife in his hand, took hold of me, 
« and then the piſtol went off.“ 

Theſe circumſtances being confirmed by wit- 
neſſes he called, the Jury found him guilty of 
manſlaughter only, 


The 
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The 7 vial of — Brooks, convicted 
for Felony, with the . manner "Ep his 
Aequittal. ; 


HARD BROOKS, of -8t. Botolph Ald- 
gate was jndicted at the Old Bailey, May 
18; 1716, for ſtealing a fan, a black hood, and 
two gold rings, value forty five ſhillings, in the 
— oth of Walter Jones. | 25 

The proſecutor depoſed, the priſoner had 
been her lodger, and that the goods being loſt, 
ſhe had- reaſon to ſuſpect the priſoner, becauſe 
ſome time after he was gone away, the fan was 
found on the teſter of the bed. But the greateſt 
incitement to the proſecution proceeded from a 
modern piece of conjuration, by placing a key 
on the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21ſt verſes of the 
Soth plalm, and then naming the perſons ſuſ- 
pected; which being done by Mrs. Jones, and 
another woman or two, the key, as they ſaid, 
turned round, at the mention of the priloner's 
name, and fell down, and this confirmed her 
that he was the perſon who ſtole the goods. 

But this not ſatisfying the Jury, he was ac- 
quitted. 


— 


The Trial of WIILIAM WRITE, Thomas 
TuugLAxp, and Joux CHAPMAN, con- 
vidted for Robbery and Murder. 


ILLIAM WHITE, THOMAS 
THURLAND, and JOHN CHAP- 
MAN, were indicted at the Old Bailey, the 
18ch of May 1716, for aſtaulting J-tn Knap, 
Vor. I, G g gen- 
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7 on the jy —1 robbing him 
of a hat and wig, e fo the Ziſt 
of March. 80 Zuſt 

They were a ſecond time indicted; William 
White for the Murder of oy Knap, widow, 
and the others for aiding and affifting in the 
murder. 1 

William White was indicted a third time 
with James Ruſſel for breaking the houſe of 
George Barclay, and ſtealing divers goods to a 
conſiderable value, April the 1ſt. 

William White, Thomas Thurland, and 
John Chapman, were alſo indicted for aſſaulting 
John Gough on the highway, and taking from 
him a brown gelding value five pounds, ſome 
money, buckles, a frock, &c. 

To all which indictments White and Thur. 
land refuſed to plead, but ſtood obſtinately 
without ſpeaking or holding up their hands, 
Upon which the court read the law to them ; 
by virtue of which their two thumbs were tied 
together with whip- cord; and drawn with the 
whole force of two men, each about a quarter 
of an hour, which having ne effect upon their 
contumacious humour, ſentence was paſſed upon 
them to be preſſed to death according to law. 
But when they found death inevitable, they re- 
laxed, and pleaded Not Guilty to each indict- 
ment; and challenged all the Jury; upon 
which a new one was impannelled, 

As to the firſt indictment, Mr, Knap ſwore, 
that a gentleman who had made his mother a 
viſit a few days before, among other things in 


converſation, expreſſed himſelf very well ſatis- 


fied with the diverſion he had met with at Sad- 


ler's Wells ; upon which ſhe was very defirous 
| | — 
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to ſee it; and on the evening that proved fo fa- 
tal, they both went there together, and perceiv- 
ing his mother inclined to ſtay, he went to the 
bar, and got a link; and then he and his mother 
ſtayed till ten o'clock and then lighted it and 
went away with her, without meeting with any 
accident, till they came within forty yards of 
tae. houſes near Gray's-Inn Garden wall; 
where they firſt met a ſoldier, who proved a very 
honeſt fellow, but they did not like him, and 
in an inſtant his link was blown out, his hat 
and wig taken off, and he himſelf knocked 
down to the ground; which made his mother 
ſcream out; upon which one of them fired a 
piſtol cloſe by him, and immediately he heard 
his mother cry out, Lord help me, help me!“ 
and then the rogues fled : that then he went to 
the houſes for help, and the ſoldier came to his 
aſiſtance, and having a light, found his mother 
upon the ground. 
This was in part confirmed by the ſoldier, 


and alſo by one Iſaac Ragg (one of the gang) 


who depoſed, that the priſoner and himſelf com- 
mitted the fact, but that it was William White 
that killed Mrs. Knap, and confirmed it, ſaying, 
that they all had piſtols, each of them a brace, 
and when they had done the fact, and went to 
drink together, they all pulled out their piſtols, 
to ſee who had diſcharged, and found that Wil- 
liam White had diſcharged one of his; and be- 
ing aſked why he did it? he ſaid, to frighten 
the woman, and make her hold her tongue, 
Which ſhe did immediately. 


White had. alſo confeſſed to another perſon, 


chat he ſhot Mrs. Knap, but ſaid, he did not in- 
tend it, but only fired to frighten her, | 
Gg 2 The 
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The priſoners having little to ſay in their de- 
fence, the Jury found them all guilty of both 
indictments. . 1 

They were likewiſe found guilty of the other 
indictments, and upon the whole, received ſen- 
tence of death. RE, 
They all confeſſed the facts of which they 
were convicted; and were executed at Tyburn, 
June 8, 1716. | 
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The Trial and Behaviour of REBER CA 
Daxsy, Sc. convicted of Felony, 


D EBECCA DARBY, MARTHA 
DYKES, HANNAH ROGERS, 
and ELIZABETH SLATE, of the pariſh 
of St. Dunſtan, Stepney, were indicted for an 
aſlault upon the perſon of Abraham Major, and 
robbing him of two gold rings, value twenty- 
five ſhillings, a pair of filver buckles, value ſe- 
ven ſhillings and ſix- pence, a ſilver tobacco box 
value fifty ſhillings, and eighteen ſhillings in 
money, the 13th of June, 1716. | 
Darby, Dykes, and Slate, were indicted a 
ſecond time, together with Catherine Lawſon, 
and Ann Bolton, for an aſſault upon the ſame 
perſon, and robbing him of twenty-ſix guineas, 
one broad-piece, and one moidore, on the 14th 
of the ſame month. , 
It appeared by the evidence, that theꝰproſecu- 
tor was coming through Church-lane, where 
being met by Darby and Rogers, they took him 
inte a houſe ; and Dykes and Slate and . 
5 : -* - aye 
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five more, came to their aſſiſtance; who forced 
him into ſome old houſes, where they bound 
and robbed him, and then uncivilly went away, 
and left him in a ſtrange place; but finding the 
way out, he got a + conſtable to ſearch the houſe 
and rents, but could find nobody. _ 

The next, morning he put the gold, menti- 
oned in the indictment, into his pocket, and 
went to one Pritchard, who was one of the 
gang, but executed ſince, to get his rings, 
which he very much valued, and for two gui- 
neas he had them again. After which Pritchard 
adviſed him to take a glaſs of rum in the ſame 
houſe where he was robbed before, and being a 
very ſtupid fellow, notwithſtanding he was ad- 
viſed to the contrary by the man of the houſe 
where he drank, yet he went, and Pritchard 
went to the priſoners, who were in the rents ad- 
joining to the three mariners in, Church-lane, 
and told them there was their cull, and went 
away. Then the priſoners and ſome others fell 
upon him, robbed him of his gold, and by 
throwing dirt, and other abuſes, had almoſt 
frightened him out of his wits; when his wife 
happily coming to look for her huſband and mo- 
ney, relieved him. | 

One of the gang made herſelf an evidence, 
and confirmed all thefe circumſtances ; and ſaid, 
though ſhe was not in the firſt robbery, yet ſhe 
received half her fellow-woman's money, they 
being obliged by agreement among themſelves, 
whoever made a booty to divide it in that man- 
ner: but the proſecutor and ſhe agreed, that 
Dykes was not prefent at the fecond robbery, 
nor were they very poſitive as to Bolton. Upon 
the whole, Dafby, Dykes, Rogers, and State 
| / Gg 3 were 


342 Trial of Ricnand GRIrrIT EH, 


were found guilty of the firſt indictment; and 
Darby, Slate, and Lawſon, of the ſecond. - 
Rebecca Darby was alſo found guilty of aſ- 
faulting and robbing John Whaley of fifteen 
ſhillings, the 21ſt of July 1716. The robbery 
was committed in the fame manner with the 
former; and they all received ſentence of death: 
At the receiving of which they all pleaded their 
bellies, as did ſeveral more at the ſame time; 
and ten out of twelve were brought in quick 
with child, but Elizabeth Slate, not. 
Being under condemnation, ſhe gave the Or- 
dinary this account: That ſhe was 18 years of 
age, born at Wapping, uſed to wind ſilk, and 
afterwards learned to make buttons; but for 
tkree years paſt, falling into the company of 
lewd women, ſhe was enticed by them to the 
practice of picking up men in the ſtreet, carry- 
ing them to bawdy-houſes, and ſtripping and 
robbing them of cloathes and money. 
She was executed at Tyburn the 19th of 
September 1716 _. _- 


„ 


7 he Trial and uncommon Behaviour of Ri- 
chard Griffith, convicted of the Murder 
of his Fellow Servant. | 


ICHARD GRIFFITH, of the pariſh of 
Hadley, was indicted for the murder of 
Richard Davis, his ſellow-ſervant, by giving 
him a mortal wound with a pitch-fork, the 1 

of February 1717; and he was a ſecond time 
indicted for robbing him of two coats, waiſtcoat, 
and breeches. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Taylor depoſed, that the prifoner and 
the d were fellow-ſervants © OR to a 
entleman, and lay together in the ſtables; that 
e enquiring of the priſoner of Richard Davis, 
on the 1ſt of Feb. he told her he was gone to 
Eſquire Cæſar's, about ſelling a horſe; but ſhe 
not ug or hearing any thing of him in two 
or three days, when ſhe ſaw the priſoner again, 
the aſked him if he had heard any thing yet from 
Richard Davis? he anſwered, that he had not 
ſeen him ſince, nor heard any thing of him. 
This very much ſurpriſed her, and the priſoner 
alſo himſelf having been out of the way two or 
three days ſince, ſhe could not tell what to think 
of it; but about a fortnight afterwards, the de- 
ceaſed was found in a dunghill without a head. 
-----Biſhop, another evidence, depoſed, that 


miſling his fellow-ſervant, he aſked the priſoner 


what was become of him? who made him the 
ſame anſwer as before. Upon which he aſked 
him what cloaths he went in? he anſwered, in 
his own cloaths, and had left his livery in the 
ſtables. That ſome time after, being in the 


field, where was a dunghill, the priſoner, who 


was in the yard, called to him, and aſked him 
to drink, and fetched a pot of beer, and after- 


wards another, appearing to be pretty full of 


money, and then aſked him, if he had turned 
the dung yet? and he told him, no; it had not 
had time to rot. And the next morning, he 
having occaſion to fetch the wheel-barrow off 
the dunghill, found a human ſkull, which 
ſtruck him with terror; and it came into his 
mind that it was Richard Davis, but it was 


picked clean to the very bone, which he believes 


might be done by the hogs, which were = the 
| eld. 
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field. In this ſurpriſe, he went to the riſbner, 
ſaying, Lord have mercy upon us, Richard, 
there's a ſkull upon yonder dunghill;“ but he 
replied not a word, and pr went off. 
Then he went to a neighbour s, and told him 
what he had found; who, going with him, 
found the body alſo in the livery, but no buckles 
in the ſhoes, Whereas the deceaſed uſed to wear 
ſilver ones, nor money in his pocket, though 
he ſeldom went without. 

Two women depoſed, the priſoner brought 
them ſome cloaths to pawn; or to ſell for him, 
which were proved to be the deceaſed's, having 
firſt taken off the ſilver buttons. 3 

Another witneſs depoſed, that the priſoner 
abſconded a great while after the finding of the 
ſull, but was at laſt taken at Richmond; and, 
being apprehended, he confeſſed the fact. 

The priſoner, upon his trial, ſeemed to be 
ſtung with the moſt ſenſible remorſe for his cry- 
- Ing guilt, not daring to look either Judge or 
Jury in the face. And the Court aſking him ſe- 
veral times what had moved him to commit fo 
barbarous an action? he at Jaſt ſaid, the de- 
ceaſed and he had quarrelled, and upon that he 
killed him, but denied that he cut off his head. 
The Jury found him guilty. _ 

While he lay under fentence, of death, he 
was afflicted with a malignant fever, ſo that he 
could not come to ch. apel. He told the Ordi- 
nary he was twenty-four years of age, born at 
Hadley, in Middleſex, brought up to no trade, 
but had been a ſervant from his youth, and had 
lived with ſeveral gentlemen, how he ferved 
very faithfully ; ; that he had never indulged him- 
ſelf in _y vice, nor commited any crime before 
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this he was condemned for ; for which he owned 
he deſerved death, though, he ſaid, he did it in 
2 paſſion, being (as he ſaid) highly provoked by 
the deceaſed ; he ſeemed very penitent. 


He was executed the 19th of September 1716. | 


— — . — 
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he Trial of RokERT Reap, for the Mur- 
der of Daniel Vaughan, in 4 Riot in 


Saliſbury Court. 


OBERT READ, of the pariſh of St. 
Bride's, was indicted at the Old Bailey, 
upon an inquiſition taken before the. Coroner, 
for the murder of Daniel Vaughan, with a blun- 
derbuſs charged with powder and bullets, the 
24th of July 1716. a 
The indictment preferred to the Grand Jury 
being returned Ignoramus: _ 8 
ü The evidences for the king depoſed as fol- 
ows. | | 
Catherine Bennet depoſed, that ſhe living 
over againſt the mug-houſe, heard a great noiſe 
on the Monday night before this happened, in- 


ſomuch that ſhe ſat up all night, and heard ſome 


of the gentlemen there ſay, Come, let's go to 
the Swan (an alehouſe in the ſame ſtreet) which 
they did, and heard them beat againſt the win- 
dows; and, when they. returned, ſhe heard a 
voice fay, Come, gentlemen of the Roebuck, 
let's drink the king's health. That about one 
o'clock they went to the Swan again, and, as 
they went, ſhe heard them fay, Down with the 
butchers, down with the . barbers, (whoſe door 
was beat open) down with che pawnbrokers J 
| an 
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and that they beat againſt her door, but could 


not break it open, that ſhe ſaw no watchmen or 
conſtable there. The next morning, about two 


o'clock, ſhe ſaw the mug-houſe windows broke, 


that there were no ſtones thrown at them, till 
a gentleman came out of the houſe, and ſeveral 
more with fticks. That ſhe ſaw a mob in Fleet- 
ſtreet, but did not ſee them advance up the 
court, but ſtood ſtock ſtill after they ſaw the 
priſoner kill the deceaſed. That the priſoner 
was three or four yards from his houſe when he 
fired, and then ſhe looked and ſaw the deceaſed 
fall. That the priſoner had levelled his piece 
once before, but it would not go off, and that 
ſhe ſaw no ſtick in the deceaſed's hands when he 
dropped. | k | 
Thomas Moulſien depoſed, that between ten 
and eleven o'clock that night, as he was going 
to bed at a houſe over againſt the priſoner's, he 
ſaw no ſtones thrown then, but ſaw ſome gen- 
tlemen in the court who went to the Swan, and 
beat againſt the windows, after which, ſome of 
them ſaid, Come, gentlemen of the Roebuck, 
walk in. Next morning, about fix, he faw a 
crowd about the Swan, whoſe windows were 
broke, as were thoſe at the mug-houſe, but he 
did not know who broke them. That he ſaw a 
little gentleman read a proclamation, and a great 
number of people were there at the end of the 
court, many of them with ſticks, and he faw 


them advance three or four yards into the court, 


but ſome perſons came out of the mug-houſe, 
and drove them into Fleet-ſtreet, but at laſt were 
forced to retire themſelves ; and he did believe 
it was half an hour after reading the proclama- 


tion, before the priſoner fired, the mob being 


about 
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about twenty yards in the court, and he heard 
them cry, Down with the mug-houſe.” That 
the deceaſed was between the priſoner and the 
mob, and the priſoner about a yard and a half 
from his own houſe. He could not tell whether 
the deceaſed came out of the paſſage or not, tho? 


he faw him before he was ſhot, nor whether he 
had a ſtick in his hand or not. 


John Bill depoſed, that the night before, vz. 


the 23d of July laſt, after he had ſhut up ſhop, 
he went out for his fupper, and, at his return, 
found ſeveral watchmen at the mughouſe door, 
which occaſioned a great mob, and £ ſaw them 
throw ſtones at the windows, upon which two 
entlemen came out with their ſwords drawn. 
Next morning he ſaw the windows broke ve 
much, that there were ſcarce four panes of olats 
whole, but he did not ſee any of the watch en- 
deavour to prevent the miſchief. After this, he 
ſaw the priſoner, and granadier, go from the 


mug-houſe to the end of Salifbury-court, but 
were drove back by the mob. Then he heard 


the proclamation read, upon which the people 
advanced with great ſhouts for the ſpace of 
three minutes, and then the priſoner fired, 
the mob being within * yards of his houſe, 
the deceaſed about ten yards before them, and 
the priſoner five from b 
he could not remember any particular or general 
ery uſed by the mob, but believed the deceaſed 
did not belong to them, and that he had no 
ſtick in his hand; however, he had heard he 
was a mobber, and alſo thought the blunder- 
buſs did the miſchief. 

William Stratton depoſed, that as he was go- 
ing to work about four o'clock that morning, 


he 


is own houſe. That 
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he ſaw a great mob in Saliſbury court, and go» 
ing in, he ſaw the deceaſed in the Swan, who 
called him to drink with him, and then told him 
there was a great mob, but he was going to 
work, and had ſome bread and cheeſe in his 
pocket. That preſently after, the mob in- 
creafed, and he heard the people of the Mug- 
houſe cry, King George for ever, and the 
mob, High Church and the King.” But the 
deceaſed ſaid, he would not meddle : that then 


he heard the proclamation read; that the Mug- 


houſe people drove down the mob, but being 
forced back again, he and the deceaſed went 
out, and they parted at the corner of the paſ- 
ſage, 

Wa Tuckey depoſed, that he was in a 
balcony over againſt the Mug-houſe, and about 
one o'clock ſaw the priſoner come out with a 
blunderbuſs in his hand, and faw the mob ad- 
vancing from Fleet-ſtreet to the Mug-houſe 
door, hollowing as the people did in the Mug- 
houſe; and being aſked what their cry was in 
the Mug-houſe, he anſwered, © King George 
for ever:” that ſome of the mob had ſticks; 
that then the priſoner puſhed on four or five 
rards from the door and fired, and the deceaſed 
fell much about the ſ:me diſtance before the 
mob; that he ſaw no flick in the hand of the 


"deceaſed ; that two or three ſoldiers came out at 


the ſame time, and one of them fired, but he 
believed the priſoner did the execution. 

Sarah Dawſon depoſed, that ſhe being a ſer- 
yant in the neighbourhood, was ſent about ele- 
ven o'clock on an errand, but the croud being 


very great, ſhe turned down a paliage by St. 


Bride's church wall, and coming back again the 
ſame 
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ſame way, the deceaſed ſtood at the end of the 


paſſage, and ſhe puſhed to get through, and the 


piece went off at the ſame time, and the de- 
ceaſed fell againſt her, and frightened her; that 
there had been a diſturbance all night, and that 
the Mug-houſe windows were broke before this 


happened; and that ſhe had ever finc2 been un- 


der an uneaſy conſcience, as fearing herſelf to 
have been, in ſome meaſure, the cauſe of his 
death. 

_ Joſeph Harris depoſed, that he was at work 
that morning in Fetter-lane, when he heard 
there was a great diſturbance in Fleet- ſtreet, up- 
on which he went there to ſee what was the 
matter, and ſaw the deceaſed, whom he knew, 
and a great croud of people, and aſked him 
what was the matter, and the deceaſed ſaid, he 
did not know ; that he would not be concerned, 
but go to work ; and that he had ſome bread and 
cheeſe in his pocket; that he ſaw the Mug- 
houſe windows broke, but {taid but a very little 
while, and about a quarter of an hour after, he 
heard the deceaſed was killed. 

John Holmes depofed, he was going through 
the court about ten o'clock, and ſtaid till half an 
hour paſt eleven, in which time he obſerved a 
row croud of women and children about the 

ug-houſe door, and a conſtable and ſome men 
came out of it, and read a proclamation with 
three huzza's, and then ſaw the priſoner bring 
out a blunderbuſs ; which he diſcharged, and 
the deceaſed fell; who was about eleven yard 
from him, as he was from his houſe. > 

This witneſs being aſked ſome queſtions con- 
cerning the mob, their ery, and whether they 


had ſticks at that time, anſwered, not as he ſaw, 2 
H h | Le 
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he heard nothing of it; he did not look toward 
Fleet-ſtreet. ne e Ip e 
This was all the evidence which appeared againft 
the priſoner to ſupport the indictment on behalf 
of the King. Then the priſoner called his wit- 
—_— who, being ſworn, - depoſed as fol- 
ows. : 
John Boyler depoſed, that he was at the 
Mug-houſe the night before, between ſix and 
ſeven o'clock, and about nine, a conſtable and 
ſeveral watchmen drew up in a rank againſt the 
door which occaſioned a great mob, and as gen- 
tlemen came to the Mug-houſe they hiſſed them 
upon which he went to the door to know why 
they hiſſed, but they threw ſtones at him, and 
at the windows, which had been broke once 
before to the value of ſeven ſhillings and ſix- 

ence ; that afterwards being in the coffee-room, 
a tone hit him on the leg, and then he went to 
the conſtable, whoſe. name was Overs, and 
aſked him if he was not aſhamed to ſuffer ſuch 
things, having authority and watchmen to pre- 
vent them, by ſecuring the perſons who threw 
the ſtones ; but the conſtable anſwered him, it 
was the people in the Mug-houſe that threw the 

ſtones and broke their own windows ; that his 
hour was not come, viz. ten o'clock. After 
which Mrs. Read ſent a quart of ale to the 
watchmen to drink the King's health, but ano- 
ther conſtable who was there refuſed it, and for- 
bad his watchmen to drink it. Then one Mr. 
Hockes offered them a crown, ſaying, come, 
| tteſe look like honeſt watchmen, there is a 
ciown for them to drink; but the conſtable 
trale them return that alſo. Then a conſtable 


mread the proclamation, upon which the other 
conſtable 
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eonſtable with his watch came in and demanded 
the reaſon of that rout; to which the other 
conſtable replied, there is no rout but what ia 
made by your mob, and therefore they had. read 

the proclamation to diſperſe them. To which 
he replied, you are no conſtable in this ward, 
and therefore are not to direct me, and then 
went away. A little while after, ſome miſchief 
happened at the Swan ale- houſe a few doors off, 
and Mrs. Read begged the favour of ſome gen- 
tlemen to ſtay in the houſe all night, as he and 
fome others did; and about fix o'clock the next 
r the mob began to gather, and conti- 
nued till nine, throwing ſtones at the windows, 
and ſeemed inclined to do more miſchief; upon 
which, he ventured out to them to reaſon with 
them, and to deſire them to be eaſy and quiet, 
and not ruin a man who had done them no 
harm; at which time he received two knocks by 
ſtones, one of which broke his head, and made 
him bleed very much; whereupon he ran into 
the houſe for a ſtick, and drove them, but ſtruck 
no one, except the perſon who hit him with the 
ſtone. After being informed that a united mob 
were preparing to pull down the Mug-houſe, 
they ſent two meſſengers, the one to the Lord 
Mayor, and the other to the Lord Townſhend, 
and it was not long before a great mob with 
ſticks and clubs appeared in Fleet-ſtreet, making 
up the court; whereupon they conſulted what 
was beſt to be done for the ſecurity of the 
houſe ; and he adviſed them to attack them be- 
fore they joined the mob in the court and became 
too formidable, which they did, having a blun- 
derbuſs brought them half an hour before in a 
coach ; that he and Mr. Read bid the mob take 

Hh 2 care, 
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care, and ſtand off, near a quarter of an hour 
before he fired, which was done about a yard 
and a half from his houſe, and then he went in 
to make a barracade, , , 
John Collins depoſed; that he was at the 
Mug-houſe all night for its defence, and the ſo- 
ciety was informed that a gentleman was car- 
ried to the Swan, for crying out, „King 
* George for ever.” Upon which ſome of 
them went in a civil manner to ſpeak to the 
conitable and know what he had ſecured him 
for, but when they came to the Swan they 


would not open the door; but ſome perſons up 


ſtairs opened the windows and untiled the Pent- 
bouſe, and threw the tiles upon the gentlemen, 
which broke ſome of their heads, and thereupon 
they returned ſome of the tiles that had been 
thrown at them, and broke ſome of the windows 
but no windows were broke at the Swan till af- 
ter the tiles were thrown from the Pent- houſe ; 
and that he was with the gentlemen at the 
Swan till after the tiles were thrown from the 
Pent-houſe ; and that he was with the gentle- 
men at the Swan and received a cut over the 
noſe by a tile that was thrown from the Swan, 


though no perfon had given them the leaſt pro- 


vocation z upon which ſome gentlemen returned 
their tiles, and broke the windows ; and that 
the next morning the mob broke their windows 
at the Mug-houſe; and that one of their com- 


pany went out and took a fellow whom the 


mob called Vinegar (who he believed was the 


perſon afterwards killed) and brought him into 
the Mug-houſe ; and that about an hour after, 


he fell on his knees, begged pardon, and drank 
King George's health, and then they let him go. 
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After which the mob much increaſed, and he 
heard them cry out, High Church and Or- 
« mond, no King George, no Hanoverians; 
« down with the Mu -houſe.” But ſome gen- 
tlemen went out, and drove them guite down 
the ſtreet; but being repulſed, Mr. Read and 
the 22 went out again, and bid them 
ſtand off, keep back, &c. That then the de- 
ceaſed was at their head with a ſtick in his hand, 
brandiſhing and bawling out, Fall on brave 
* boys, for the Duke of Ormond is landed 
« with 20,000 men.” And a little after that, 
Mr. Read fired; that then the mob fell upon 
them, and ſome gentlemen got away, but he 
and ſome others went up ſtairs, and made a bar- 
racade upon the ſtairs ; after which they heard a 
= chattering and breaking of the goods be- 
ow, Which were thrown out for their more 
ſpeedy deſtruction to the mob in the court. 
Thomas Arrowſmith, a grenadier depoſed, 
that he was at Mr. Read's houſe all night, and 
that from eight o'clock, as the gentlemen came 
into it, they were aſſaulted by the mob at the 
door, who threw ſtones at them, that a conſta- 
ble was there with his watch, but did not diſ- 
charge the duty of his office, but encouraged 
the mob by his connivance. Next morning the 
mob, men, women, and children, began ta 
ſhew their colours, by crying out, High 
„Church and Ormond ſor ever, and down 
„with the Mug-houſe.“ At about eleven 
o'clock their number was very great, and he, 
having his arms, drove them from the door two 
or three times into Fleet-ſtreet ; then the pro- 
clamation was read, which ſerved but to increaſe 
heir rage and number, who threw ſtones fo 
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thick that the gentlemen were obliged to go into 
the houſe, and then he, with the priſoner, who 
was alſo armed, went out, and preſented their 
mes, bidding them be gone, have a care, 
and. off, for the ſpace of fix minutes, during 
which time, they were pelted with ſtones f6 
that they could take no aim, the mob ſtill ad- 
vancing upon them, and hollowing out, Down 
« with the Mug-houſe,” and then they both 
fired, after which he poſted himſelf for defence 
of the houſe, but in a little time ſome of them 
| broke into it behind, and puſhed him into the 
| court, and then he was ſo beat with ſticks and 
clubs, and dragged along the kennel, that had 
| it not been for the guards and Mr. Thomas 
Cheeſbrook, he had certainly been murdered : 
others at the ſame time were pulling the houſe 
to pieces ; that before this he ſaw no affront of- 
fered to any perſon by the gentlemen in the 
Mug: houſe. | 
Michael Burrel depoſed, that he was going 
home about ten o'clock on Monday night, and 
heard a noiſe in Saliſbury Court, (where he had 
been informed there was a Mug-houſe, but had 
never been in it) and ſaw a conſtable and ſome 
watchmen there, who, he thought, encouraged 
and increaſed the mob, by not taking care to 
keep the peace, or to prevent the hurling ſtones 
to the windows, though the perſons who threw 
them were juſt by them, and all the action done 
in their ſight, and ſtones were brought in 
baſkets, and laid down by them. Being aſked 
what conſtable this was, he ſaid; he was told 
his name was Johnſon ; that after the houſe had 
been battered ſome time, the gentlemen came 


down and deſired the conſtables, &c. as well * 
| e 
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he could underſtand them (being at ſome di- 
ſtance) to do their duty, but he went away and 
left the mob there. Next day about noon, 
coming from his chambers to the Temple, he 
ſaw a great mob in the Court, breaking the 
goods in the mug-houſe, and throwing them out 


at the windows; and as they were gutting the 


houſe, and pulling things down, he heard ſome 
of the mob ſay, *© Juſt fo will we pull ming 
& George from the throne, which is none 
« his own.“ | * ay 7 11. 
Mr. Badcock depoſed, that N been ins 
formed on Monday night, by a friend, that 
there was a deſign to pull down the mup-houfe, 
he being a conſtable, and defited to keep tlie 
peace, went to the houſe, and found a great 


mob at the door — ſtones. Being aſked, ' 


if there was any rout or diſorder in the houſe, 
he ſaid, there was not; that a conſtable, whoſe 
name he did not know, and fome watchmen 
being before the door, he defired the conſtable 
and his watch to keep the peace. But he re- 
plied, they in the houſe occaſioned the' breach 
of it themſelves; which was falſe,' they having 
done nothing that could give a juſt offence; 
that going up ſtairs, he heard a great clattering 
againſt the windows, and ſaw another conſtable, 
one Johnſon, whom he deſired likewiſe to keep 
the peace. and diſperſe the mob, promiſing to 
aſſiſt him, there being about ten watchmen with 
him. But he replied, as the other had done, 
that the mug-houſe people threw the ſtones 
themſelves, though he knew himſelf that that 
was impoſſible, the window-ſhutters being ſhut 
ſo that they could not fling any out ; telling 
him alſo, that he had nothing to do there, not 
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being a conſtable of that ward, the mob throws 
ing ſtones all the while in their very ſight. He 
alſo heard this conſtable fay, the houſe deſerved 
to be pulled down; and then one of the watch- 
men took hold of him, and would have pulled 
him out of the houſe: After which they came 
in, and made a buſtle and diſturbance in the 
houſe, ſo that he was obliged to read the pro- 
clamation, the mob throwing ſtones at him all 
the while. The next morning he went to ſee 
what miſchief was done, and found the win- 
dows broke, and a gentleman wounded,. that 
one of the mob threw a ſtone at him, and as 
he was about ſecuring him, the mob knocked 
him down, and reſcued his priſoner. Et, 
Richard Bennet depoſed, that he had been at 
the mug-houſe the Monday night before this 
action happened till paſt xx o'clock, when the 
mob was very numerous, and the ſtones thrown 
in great plenty; that ſome of the company go- 
ing out were wounded with a ſtone, and came 
back to be dreſſed. The next morning he was 
told by one of his boys, that a great mob was 
in Saliſbury, Court, upon which he went to 
them, and heard them ſay, they would pull 
down the mug-houſe ; and going up to it he 
ſaw a fellow bring out three bottles in his hand, 
kneel down by the Swan door, near the kennel, 
and drink the gentleman's health by the name 
of James the Third, and hollowed, and the 
people at the Swan hollowed too. He alſo ſaw 
the engagement between the mob and the 0 
nadier who was knocked down, and his boy 
took ſome care of him, and helped him up. 

Dr. John de la Coſſe depoſed, that the night 
before he was chairman at the ſame mug-houſe, 
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and had received information, that the mo® 
threatned to pull it down that night, and fear 
ing he ſhould want aſſiſtance, ſent a — to 
the Loyal Society in Taviſtock- ſtreet, deſiring 
their company and aſſiſtance, if need ſhould be, 
on that occaſion, who came and diſperſed the 
mob, ſo that no miſchief was done that night; 
but a few of them went by with a harp and 
tiddle, playing, The king ſhall enjoy his own 
% again.“ 1 
The Court then told him, ſince he had been 
a Chairman there, he would do well upon his 
_ oath, to give an account of their orders and 
behaviour. Upon which he depoſed upon oath 
as follows: That about eight o'clock the preſi- 
dent generally enters the chair, and after pro- 
found ſilence is made, they always begin a 
hearty mug to the health and proſperity 
of his moſt ſerene majeſty king George ; ſome 
time after that, another to their Royal High- 
neſſes the Prince and Princeſs of Wales and 
their iſſue, and all the royal family : a third, to 
the glorious and immortal memory of king 
William; and feldom or never miſs a fourth to 
the Church of England ; ſometimes with a ſup- 
plement, wiſhing ſhe may never want power 
nor inclination to protect and encourage all Pro- 
teſtants; and ſometimes without : For the reſt, 
if any are inclined to ftay longer, they fill up 
the time with other loyal healths of leſs note, as 
the chairman or preſident ſhall think proper ; 
but never to the confuſion or damnation of any 
perſon or thing, as the enemies to the govern- 
ment and them had falſely given out. Then 
he proceeded to give an account as follows: * 
. i 8 
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He added, that he went with three gentle- 
men through the mob that Tueſday into the 
mug-houſe, about eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, and* they followed him almoſt to the 
door, and that he heard ſome of the mob ſay, 
the duke of Ormond, and ſome the duke of 
Berwick, is landed with 20,000 men. When 
he ſaw Mr. Read, he aſked him what proviſion 
there was in the houſe for a defence; and find- 


ing none, he wrote a letter to the Lord Town- 


ſhend, to inform his lordſhip of their danger, 


and blamed the priſoner for not doing ſo before, 


and bye and bye heard a ſmall gun go off, which 
he thought a warning gun for the mob to fall 
on : for immediately after they did ſo with great 
fury, and he being above ftairs with ſome other 
gentlemen, they got out at a window behind 
the houſe, and the Sexton of the church had 
the cruelty to turn a maſtiff upon them; but 
they drew their ſwords, and told him they were 
in defence of their lives, and if he did not call 
him off, they might be under a neceflity of 
killing the dog and him too. Upon which he 
called him off ; and about half an hour after- 
Wards he heard the gun go off, which he be- 
lieved killed the man. 

James Harbottle depoſed, that as he was 
walking with a friend that Tueſday morning, 
about eleven o'clock, near the Roſe Inn at 
Holborn Bridge, about a dozen men paſled by 
him with fticks, hollowing; that he followed 
them, and aſked them what was the meaning of 
it? They ſaid, they were going to attack the 
mug-houſe; upon which he traced them, and 
at one Mr. Mitchell's, a ſoap-boiler by : —4 
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ditch, about half a dozen fticks were delivered 


to them, From thence they went down Shoe- 
lane, and at a brazier's, near Adams's the cook, 


they had more ſticks given them, and then they 
ſaid, Come, here's ſticks enough.” That 
thereupon he went and gave Mr, Read an ac- 


count of it. And the mob having armed them- 
ſelves with clubs to their ſatisfaction, and thrown 
away their ſmall ſticks, they went directly to 
Saliſbury Court, and after the proclamation 
was read, they preſſed forward, but were beat 


back by the grenadier: but growing ſtronger, 


they returned to the charge with a very great 
ſhout; that then he went up to the mug-houſe, 
and heard Mr. Read ſay, „ ftand off, take 
c care, &c.“ and in a lteſe time the piece fired, 
the mob at the ſame time throwing ſticks and 
ſtones at the priſoner and his houſe. 

Mr. Carleton Smith depoſed, that on the 
Tueſday aforeſaid, the Lord Mayor ſent him to 
the mughouſe in Saliſbury Court to ſee what 
was the matter, and he found the court .full of 
mob, which occaſioned him to go through the 
paſſage up St. Bride's wall to Mr. Read's houſe, 
and turning himſelf about ſaw two parties en- 
gaging, and the grenadier making along at the 
mob with his bayonet, fixed; but at laſt, they 
bore down upon him with a great torrent, 
the deceaſed at their kead; and at the very in- 
ſtant he was endeavouring to ſave himſelf thro? 
the paſſage, he heard a piece go off, as the de- 
ceaſed (to his thinking) was advancing to the 

renadier to cloſe with him. He did not ob- 
Fave Mr. Read particularly, but the deceaſed 
fell down juſt by him; ſtarting and beating one 
of his legs, and died; after which he helped to 


convey 
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convey him into St. Bride's paſſage, and imme 
diately heard a violent noiſe of boards breaking 
and craſhing, which made him think it was 
high time for him to give an account of it to 
the Lord Mayor. | , 

Richard Revel depoſed, that being fent of an 
errand into Saliſbury Court, between ten and 
eleven o'clock on Tueſda morning, and he 
having heard of a great dillurbance there the 
night before, was willing to ſee what would be 
the conſequence. Whilſt he was obſerving, he 
ſaw a great mob come up the court, and a con- 
ſtable came out and read a proclamation, and 
then the gentlemen huzza'd for king George, 
and he huzza'd himſelf, and the mob huzza'd ; 
after which he advanced towards the houſe, and 
Mr. Read and ſome gentlemen came out and 
fought the mob, but were beat at laſt, and 
forced to return ; and then the mob, who had 
ſticks in their hands, cried out, High Church 
and Ormond, no King George; no Hano- 
% verians; down with the mug-houſe,” louder 
than ever: Being aſked, whether many of them 
faid ſo? anſwered, it was univerſal, Then he 
ſaw the priſoner come to the door and lean 
there, and the deceaſed, with a ſtick in his hand 
like a quarter-ſtaff, was making up to Mr. 
Read when he fell; and that he ſaw ſome of 
the mob fling ſticks and bricks at the houſe, 
whilſt others advanced with ſticks in their hands. 

Paul Burdeau depoſed, that he was in Sa- 
liſbury Court that Tueſday morning, and ſaw a 
violent mob aſſaulting the mug-houſe, and go- 
ing into the coach and horſes, an alehouſe over 
again{t Mr. Read, he ſaw three or four con- 


ſtables ; at which he was ſurpriſed, there n 
| 10 
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ſo much need of their affiſtance elſewhere, . and 
therefore told them he was aſhamed to ſee ſo 
many conſtables in that houſe, when juſt by 
there was ſo great a call for their duty; and 


terwards in the court : and about ten o'clock, 
as he walked about in Fleet-ſtreet to obſerve 
what paſſed, he heard a fellow ſay, D----n 
cc that Grenadier, if it was not for him we 
& would have a little fun ;” and the deceaſed 


replied, ++ D----n his blood I will have him 


« down by and by ;” upon which he aſked fome 
who knew him, who that was? and they told 
him it was Daniel the Captain of the mob. Af- 
ter this, he heard a man was killed, and he went 
to St. Bride's wall where he lay, and knew him 
to be the ſame perſon. 

Mr. Luke Whitton depoſed, that he was at 
Saliſbury Court about twelve o'clock, and 
heard a conſultation among the mob to pull 
down the Mug-houte ; upon which he went to 
Mr. Read and told him of it; and then the pro- 
clamation was read, which ſerved but to increaſe 
them, who made greater ſhouts ; and he faw 
Daniel Vaughan knock down a ſoldier ; after 
which the mob preſſed forward with Vaughan at 
their head, crying, High Church and Or- 
mond, down with the Mug-houſe;“ and 
thereupon he bid the priſoner fire. You have 
law, you have juſtice, you have reaſon ou 
«© your ſide, why don't you fire?“ And pre- 
. the deceaſed fell, and dropt his 

ick. | 3 
Mr. Edward Harding depoſed, he ſaw the 
deceaſed throw a ſtone at two ſoldiers, as big as 
his two fiſts about an hour or two before, as 


then they went out, but he did not ſee them af- 
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they were going up to the Mug-houſe he 
knew him very well. and ſome of the mob 
called him Vinegar, others, little Daniel. Af. 
ter he was killed, he ſaw the mob deſtroy all 
the goods they could come at in the Mug-houfe, 
and ſoon after a fellow came out with three 
bottles, and drank the Pretender's health, be- 
tween twelve and one o'clock. 

The priſoner had a great many HER of 
credit to ſpeak to his character ; but the Court 
thinking it needleſs, they were not examined ; 


and the Jury acquitted him. * 
2 * 
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